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ILLUSTRATIONS. 

John  Hervey,  ist  Earl  of  Bristol,  from  a  picture  at  Ickvvorth.     To  face  Title. 

Elizabeth,  Lady  Bristol,  from  an  engraving  by  Simon  of  a  picture  by  Dahl, 
which  till  1868  belonged  to  Lord  Howard  de  Walden.  To  face 
p.  192. 
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o:- 


Lelters  between  John,  Earl  of  Bristol,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife.     856,  857,  860  to  865, 
871  to  875,  877,  878,  891,  892,  895  to  904,  907,  965,  967,  975  to  978,  980, 

1000  to  1003,  1005  to  1007,  1009,  lOlO,  IOI9,  I02I  to  1027,  1030,  IO3I, 

1049,  1053,  1055,  1057  to  1063,  1065. 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  THOSE  TO  WHOM  LORD  BRISTOL'S 

LETTERS   ARE   WRITTEN. 

AFFLECK,  Gilbert  ;  chosen  Member  of  Parliament  for  Cambridge  in  1722  and 
1734  :  bought  Dalham  from  a  son  of  Simon  Patrick,  Bishop  of  Ely ;  was  father 
of  the  first  baronet,  Sir  Edmund,  who  was  a  distinguished  naval  officer  :  the  son 
mentioned  in  this  letter  was  John,  member  for  Suffolk  1747  to  1761.     1177. 

ALLEN,  Alderman  ;   A  Bury  citizen  ;  I  think  he  kept  the  Half  Moon.     11 18. 

ANONYMOUS.     984,  990,  1331. 

ARCHER,  Mrs.     See  No.  1367,  to  Lord  Hervey.     1295. 

ASTON.    See  Hervey,  Henry. 

BARNARDISTON,  Sergeant.     1133,  1206. 

BARRELL,  Henry.     Chapter-clerk  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochester.     885, 

BATHURST,  Lord  ;  Allen,  created  a  Baron  in  1712,  and  Earl  in  1722  ;  died 
1775.     962. 

BATTEL Y,  Rev.  Mr.  I  imagine  this  to  be  Nicholas,  Rector  of  Nowton,  near 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  brother  of  John,  Archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  and  son  of 
Nicholas,  a  Bury  apothecary.  Among  the  list  of  Correspondents  in  Vol  I.  are 
Charles  and  Samuel  Battely.  I  should  have  said  there  that  Charles  died  in 
May  1722,  aged  55  years,  and  that  there  is  a  mural  monument  to  him  in  Great 
Whelnetham  Church  ;  and  that  Samuel  died  at  Horringer  in  July,  17 14,  his 
death  being  recorded  in  Lord  Bristol's  Diary,     853. 
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BECK,  Rev.  John.     890. 

BOGEST,  Major,  He  served  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  spent  the  latter 
part  of  iiis  life  at  Bury,  where  he  died  unmarried  in  1760,  aged  80  years. 
There  are,  or  were,  monuments  to  him  and  to  his  father  and  mother,  Francis 
and  Martha,  in  Nowton  Churchyard.     1258. 

BOLTON,  Duke  of  ;  Charles  Pawlett,  succeeded  as  3rd  Duke  in  1722,  died  s.p. 
1754-     1038. 

BOND,  William  ;  In  his  book  of  Expenses,  Oct.  17  21,  Lord  Bristol  enters  a 
payment  of  ;jr^z\  "to  my  cousin,  Mr.  William  Bond,"  for  dedicating  Buchanan's 
History  of  Scotland  to  him,  though  against  his  consent.  This  William  Bond,  a 
brother  of  Sir  Thomas,  ist  Bart.,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Gage, 
who  was  Lord  Bristol's  uncle  by  marriage.  Burke's  Extinct  Baronetcies  says 
he  died  in  1696,  which  must  be  wrong,  as  I  cannot  find  any  other  William. 
999. 

BRACKENBURY,  Carr.  A  Lincolnshire  gentleman,  a  connection  of  Lord 
Bristol's  first  wife.     1105. 

BRISTOL,  Lady.     See  above. 

BUNBURY ,  Sir  William  ;  son  of  Sir  Henry  Bunbury  of  Stanney,  in  Cheshire,  by 
Susan,  sister  to  Lord  Bristol's  old  friend  and  cousin  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  ;  on 
whose  death  in  1746  he  succeeded  to  his  Suffolk  estate,  and  died  in  1764.  '  He 
was  father  to  Sir  Thomas  Bunbury,  and  to  Henry  William  Bunbury  the 
caricaturist.     1205,   1289,   1335,   1371,   1372. 

BURLINGTON,  Dowager  Countess  of  ;  I  presume  the  widow  of  Charles 
Boyle,  2nd  Earl,  who  died  in  1704  ;  if  so,  she  was  Juliana  Noel,  granddaughter 
of  Edward,  4th  Viscount  Campden  and  ist  Earl  of  Gainsborough.  Lord 
Bristol's  mother  was  a  May,  and  the  Mays,  Hickes  and  Noels  were  connected, 
the  name  Baptist  being  borne  by  members  of  all  three  families.     1223,  1269. 

BURROUGH,  James  ;  Fellow  of  Caius  College,  Cambridge.     1340. 
BURTON,  Doctor  ;  I  presume  this  is  Simon  Burton,  M.D.,  who  died  1744.     89 
BURY  ST.  EDMONDS,  Corporation  of  ;  Speech.    964. 
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BUTTS,  Rev.  EytON  ;  eldest  son  of  Bishop  Butts  ;  ordained  in  1744  ;  a 
Prebendary  of  Ely  Cathedral,  and  Rector  of  Snailwell  and  Feltwell  St.  Nicholas, 
which  preferments  he  exchanged  in  1754  for  the  Chancellorship  of  Leighlin  in 
Ireland,  and  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Deanery  of  Cloyne.     1300. 

BUTTS,  Rev.  Robert  ;  son  of  William  Butts,  Rector  of  Hartest  ;  born  1686, 
educated  at  Bury  School  and  Trinity  College,  Cambridge;  in  17 19  presented  to 
the  Rectories  of  Ickworth  and  Chedburgh  ;  Dean  of  Norwich  1731,  Bishop  of 
Norwich  1733  ;  Bishop  of  Ely  1738  ;  died  1748.  His  monument  is  in  Ely 
Cathedral.  929,  945,  966,  973,  981,  988,  991,  996,  ion,  1018,  1020, 
1076,   1079,    1152,   ii68,  1186,  1199,  1207,  1254. 

CALCROFT,  Mr.     13 10. 

CARTER,  William.     A  citizen  of  Sudbury  in  Suffolk.     974. 

CARTER,  William.     A  Lincolnshire  gentleman.     1072. 

CARUS,  Mrs.  ;  I  presume  the  widow  of  William  Carus,  who  was  Lord  Bristol's  valet 
in  1705 — 1710.     858. 

CHANCELLOR,  Lord.     See  Hardwick.     King.     Talbot. 

CHESSHYRE,  Sir  John  ;  Sergeant  at  law.     936. 

CLAYTON,  Dr.  Robert  ;  born  in  Dublin  1695  ;  appointed  Bishop  of  Killala  in 
1730  ;  Cork  in  1735  ;  Clogher  in  1745  :  died  1758.     950. 

CLINTON,  Earl  of  ;  Hugh  Fortescue,  eighteenth  Baron,  first  and  last  Earl ;  died 
1751.     T298. 

COOK,  Thomas.    1264. 

DAVERS,  Captain.  I  presume  this  is  Thomas,  afterwards  an  Admiral,  third  son 
of  Sir  Robert,  2nd  Bart.,  of  Rougham,  by  his  wife  Mary,  one  of  the  five 
daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  Thomas,  Lord  Jermyn,  through  whom  Rushbrooke 
was  accquired  by  the  Davers  family.  His  two  elder  brothers,  Robert  and 
Jermyn,  were  third  and  fourth  baronets.  Sir  Jermyn  was  the  father  of  Elizabetfi, 
who  married  Frederick,  Earl  of  Bristol  and  Bishop  of  Derry.     1184. 

DENNE,  Doctor  ;  Prebendary  of  Rochester  Cathedral.  1091,  1237,  1277,  1290, 
•^294,  1297,  1356. 
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DISCIPLINE,  TriO^yvs  ;  Alderman  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds  ;  he  married  Merilina, 
co-heiress  of  her  brother  Sir  Wilham  Spring,  Bart.,  who  died  unmarried  in  1737. 
Her  father  was  Sir  Thomas  Spring,  who  married  Merihna,  daughter  and  co- 
heiress of  Thomas,  Lord  Jermyn.  Her  sister  Mary  married  the  Eev.  John 
Symonds,  Rector  of  Horringer.     886,  916. 

DORSET,  Duke  of  ;  Lionel  Cranfield  Sackville  ;  created  Duke  of  Dorset  in  1720  ; 
Lord  Lieut,  of  Ireland  in  1730  and  1750  ;  died  1763.     970. 

DUNCOMBE,  ^IrS.  I  presume  this  is  Sophy,  an  unmarried  cousin  of  Lord  Bristol's, 
their  respective  mothers  being  daughters  of  Sir  Humphry  May.  She  seems  to 
have  lived  at  Horringer.     876,  937,  1183,  1321. 

DURELL,  BourCHIER  ;  He  married  a  daughter  of  Captain  Elwes,  who  I  imagine 
to  have  been  uncle  to  Sir  Hervey  Elwes.     1149. 

DYSART,  Lord  ;  Lionel  ToUemache,  3rd  Earl;  died  1770.     1208. 

ELWES,  Captain  John  ;  younger  brother  of  Sir  Hervey  Elwes,  and  nephew  of 
Lord  Bristol.  The  Captain  Elwes  mentioned  in  Letters  1149,  1150,  I  imagine 
to  have  been  his  uncle.     1169. 

ELY,  Bishop  of  ;  See  Butts. 

EURE,  Edward  ;  or  Ever  or  Evers  j  of  Ipswich  ,  See  Firebrace.     1004. 

FAUQUIERE,  Francis.    958. 

FIELDHOUSE,  Mr.  ;  An  unjust  steward  of  the  .Shropshire  or  Staffordshire 
property  which  Lady  Bristol  inherited.     1028. 

FIREBRACE,  Sir  Cordel  ;  3rd  and  last  Baronet  ;  represented  Suffolk  in 
Parliament  in  1740  and  following  years;  married  Bridget,  daughter  of  Phillip 
Bacon,  and  widow  of  Edward  Evers  of  Ipswich.     1251. 

FITZGERALD,  George  ;  of  Turlough,  Co.  Mayo  ;  he  married  Mary,  2nd 
daughter  of  John,  Lord  Hervey,  and  had  two  sons,  George  Robert,  who  was 
hung  for  murder,  and  Charles  Lionel.      1250. 

FORSTER,   Samuel.     An  attorney  at  Grantham.     1312,1314,1315. 

FOWKE,  Lady.  I  imagine  this  to  be  Frances,  wife  of  Sir  Sydenham  Fowke,  and 
one  of  the  three  daughters  of  Edward  Proger,  who  died  in  17 13  at  the  age  of 
96,  and  from  whom  she  inherited  Westow.     1362. 
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FOX,   Stephen  ;    ist  Earl  of  Ilchester  ;  died  1776.      1040. 

GEEKIE,  Rev.  William  ;   Charles  Hervey's  tutor  at  Caml)ridge.     866. 

GIBERT,  Rev.  Mr.     A  Lincolnshire  Clergyman.      1270. 

GOOCH,  Sir.  Thomas  ;  Master  of  Gonville  and  Caius  College  in  1716  ;  Bishop  of 
Bristol  1737  ;  Bishop  of  Norwich  1738  ;  Bishop  of  Ely  1748  till  his  death  in 
1754.      1195.  1 196,  1 197 

GOSLING,  Mr,  ;  Banker.     1368. 

GRAFTON,  Duke  of  ;  Charles  Fitzroy,  2nd  Duke  ;  died  1757.     1342. 

GRIFFEN,  Edward,  Lord  ;  3rd  and  last  Baron  ;  died  s.p.  1 742  ;  his  grand- 
father, Edward,  ist  Baron  Griffen,  married  Lady  Essex  Howard,  who  was  a 
sister  of  Lady  Elizabeth  Felton,  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Felton,  and  mother  of  Lady 
Bristol  ;  these  two  sisters  were  co-heiresses  of  their  father,  James,  3rd  Earl  of 
Suffolk  ;  the  Barony  of  Howard  de  Walden  fell  into  abeyance  between  them 
and  their  heirs,  till  the  descendants  of  Lady  Essex  Griffen  died  out.  An  estate 
in  Staffordshire  was  jointly  owned  by  Lord  Griffen  and  Lady  Bristol.  939,  942, 
1037,    1 1 14,    1 1 17,    1 141,    1 144,    1 145,    1 146,    I  147. 

ER,  Sir  Thomas  ;  son  of  William  Hanmer  by  his  wife  Pereg-rine  North  ; 
which  William  was  a  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  by  his  second  wife  Susan, 
daug-hter  of  Sir  William  Hervey  ;  born  at  Bettisfield  in  1677  ;  inherited 
Mildenhall  from  his  mother  ;  succeeded  his  uncle,  Sir  John  Hanmer,  in  1701  ; 
married  firstly  Isabella,  widow  of  the  first  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  secondly 
Elizabeth  Folkes  of  Great  Barton,  with  whom  Thomas  Hervey  afterwards 
eloped,  and  through  whom  he  acquired  Barton  ;  represented  Suffolk  in 
Parliament  from  170S  till  1727  ;  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  17 14  ;  brought  out  an  edition  of  Shakespeare  in  1744 — 46  ;  and 
died  s.p.  in  May,  1746,  His  correspondence  with  a  memoir  was  published  by 
Sir  Henry  Bunbury  in  1838.  855,868,922,955,  1O45,  1 1O9,  ii54j  ^^SS, 
1159,  1 161,  1 163,  1 178,  1 181,  1 194,  1202. 

HARD  WICK,  Lord  ;  Philip   Yorke,  created  Baron  Hardwick  in   1733,  Earl  in 
1754;  Lord  Chancellor  1737 — 1756;  died  1764.     121 1,  1234,  1339. 

HARPUR,  Henry  ;  steward  to  the  Duke  of  Somerset.     1344. 
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HEIGHAIM,  Arthur  ;    apparently  a  lawyer,  and  a  member  of    an  old  Suffolk 

•  family  long-  resident  at  Barrow.     In   Hunston  Church   is  a  mural   tablet  to 

Arthur  Heigham,  who  died  in  July,  1787,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age,  and  was 

buried  at  Gislingham.     I  presume  that  is  he  to  whom  these  letters  are  written.. 

1 142,  1 143. 

HERVEY,  Lady  Ann  ;  Lord  Bristol's  fourth  daug-hter,  and  a  g^reat  favourite  with 
her  father  ;  I  think  it  is  her  who  as  a  small  child  is  called  Sweet-face.  She 
died  unmarried  at  Bury  in  1771,  ag-ed  64  years.     880. 

HERVEY,  Mrs.  Ann  ;  wife  of  Thomas  Hervey,  Lord  Bristol's  second  son,  and 
daug-hter  of  Francis  Coghlan,  an  Irish  counsellor.     121 3,  1246,  1257, 

HERVEY,  Augustus  ;   2nd  son  of  John,  Lord  Hervey  ;  born  1724  ;  an  Admiral  ;. 
succeeded  his  brother  George  as  3rd  Earl  of  Bristol  in  1775  ;  died  s.p.  1779. 
1216,  1232,  1287,  1338. 

HERVEY,  Rev.  Charles  ;  Sth  son  of  Lord  Bristol,  and  twin  with  Henrietta  ; 
born  1 703  ;  educated  at  Bury  School  under  Mr.  Arthur  Kinsman,  and  Queen's 
Colleg^e,  Cambridg-e  ;  Rector  of  Ickworth  from  1 7  36  to  1 748  ;  then  Rector  of 
Sproughton  and  Shotley  ;  married  Martha  Maria  Howard  in  1 740  ;  died  at 
Ely  in  1783,     134^- 

HERVEY,  FeltON  ;  lOth  son  of  Lord  Bristol  ;  born  1712  ;  sent  to  Eton,  and  was  a 
royal  pag-e  at  the  same  time  ;  married  in  1740  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Solomon. 
Ashley  of  Westminster  and  widow  of  Charles  Pitfield  of  Hoxton  ;  represented 
Bury  in  1747  and  following- years  ;  died  1773.  His  descendants  have  taken 
the  name  of  Bathurst.  iiio,  1113,  1121,  1125,  1127,  1135,  ii37>  II57^ 
1158,  1 160,  1218,  1256,  1266,  1268,  1271,  127S,  1281,  1286,  1291,  131 1,. 
1316,  1318,  1319,  1323,  1324,  1326,  1329,  1336,  134s,  1348,  1364,  1365. 

HERVEY,  Frederick  ;  3rd  son  of  John  Lord  Hervey;  born  173O  ;  educated  at 
Westminster  and  Benet  College  (now  called  Corpus),  Cambridg-e  ;  Bishop  of 
Cloyne  1767,  Derry  1768  ;  married  in  1752  Elizabeth,  daug-hter  of  Sir  Jermyn. 
Davers  of  Rushbrooke  ;  succeeded  his  brother  Augustus  as  4th  Earl  o£ 
Bristol  in  1779  j  died  in  Italy   in  1803.     1227,  1282,  1301,  1330,  1354,  13S9. 
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HERVEY,  George  ;  eldest  son  of  John,  Lord  Hervey  ;  born  1721  ;  succeeded  his 
grandfather  as  2nd  Earl  of  Bristol  in  1751,  having  sat  in  the  House  of  Lords 
as  Lord  Hervey  since  his  father's  death  in  1743  ;  Ambassador  at  Madrid  1758  ; 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  1766,  but  never  went  there  ;  died  unmarried  in 
1775.  io97>  1T62,  1179,  T180,  1188,  1189,  1191,  1192,  1209,  1210,  1212, 
1219,  1224,  1228,  1233,  1235,  1236,  1240,  1242,  1244,  1245,  1248,  1252, 
1255,  1260,  1272,  1274,  1279,  1283,  1285,  1288,  1292,  1304,  1305,  1306, 
1307,  1327,  1332,  1333.  1334,  1346,  1347,  1349,  13505  ^SSh  1353,  1355, 
I357»  1358,   1360,  1361,  1367,  1370- 

HERVEY,  Henry  ;  4th  son  of  Lord  Bristol  ;  bom  Jan.  1701  ;  educated  at 
Westminster  School,  and  for  one  year  at  Christ  Church  College,  Oxford  ;  then 
went  into  the  army,  and  afterwards  into  the  Church,  and  was  Rector  of  Shotley  ; 
preached  a  sermon  on  Charity  at  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  at  the  Annual  Feast  of 
the  Sons  of  the  Clergy,  May,  1745,  which  was  printed  ;  married  in  1730 
Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Aston,  of  Aston  Hall,  Cheshire,  who  on  the 
death  of  her  brother  in  1744  succeeded  to  the  estate,  and  Henry  Hervey  then 
took  the  name  of  Aston.  The  Hervey  Astons  have  died  out,  but  Aston  is  still 
owned  by  a  descendant  in  the  female  line.  Through  his  reckless  and  extravagant 
conduct  Henry  Hervey  was  always  in  difhculties  of  some  sort.  When  quartered 
at  Lichfield  he  made  the  accquaintance  of  Vr,  Johnson.  He  died  in  1748. 
923,  1043,   1067,   1083,   1086,  1 167,    1 2 15,  1226,   1284. 

HERVEY,  Mrs.  Henry.    956,  1046. 

HERVEY,  John.     A  Scotchman  at  the  Island  of  Antigua.     1267. 

HERVEY,  Lord  (John)  ;  eldest  son  of  Lord  Bristol  by  his  second  marriage  ;  born 
1696  ;  educated  at  Westminster  and  Clare  College,  Cambridge  ;  represented 
Bury  St.  Edmunds  1725  to  1733,  when  he  was  called  up  to  the  House  of  Lords 
as  Baron  Hervey  ;  in  1720  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Brigadier-General 
Nicholas  Lepel ;  died  1743-  881,  884,  906,  931,  934,  947,  953,  957,  963, 
968,  971,  979,  983,  985,  987,  989.  994,  995,  998,  1008,  1012,  1015,  1016, 

1044,  1050,  1051,  1054,  1064,  1068,  1074,  1078, 
1092,  1093,  1094,  1095,  1098,  1099,  iloi,  1 102. 
1120,  1123,  1124,  iib6,  1128,  1129,  1130,  1131, 
1156,   1164,   1170,  1172,   1173,   1174- 

HERVEY,  Lady  ;  Mary,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  Lepel  ;  her  father  was 
probably  of  a  Germano-Danish  family,  and  came  into  Englanri  as  a  page  to 
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1032, 
I08I, 

1034, 

1085, 

1035. 
1088, 

1042, 
1090, 

1 106, 

II II, 

III2, 

III9, 

1 134, 

1 136, 

I  138, 

II51. 
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Prince  George  of  Denmark;  see  Lord  Bristol's  Diary,  note  27,  p.  2S7  ;  born 
1700,  died  1768.  894,  925,  932,  986,  1041,  1047,  1052,  1066,  1077,  1087, 
1096,   1 171,   1 175,  1204,  1221,  1263,  1265,   1276,  1363,   1366. 

HERVEY,  IMiSS  ;  Mary,  2nd  daughter  of  John,  Lord  Hervey  ;  married  George 
Fitzgerald  of  Turlough,  Co.  Mayo,  and  had  two  sons,  viz.  George  Robert  who 
was  hung  for  murder,  and  Charles  Lionel.  Lady  Mary  Fitzgerald  was  accidently 
burnt  to  death  on  April  22nd,  1815,  being  in  her  90th  year  ;  her  funeral  sermon 
will  be  found  in  the  Rev.  Thomas  Scott's  Works,  Vol.  vi.  pp.  503 — 551.     1241. 

HERVEY,  Thomas  ;  2nd  son  of  Lord  Bristol  ;  born  Jan.  1699  ;  educated  at 
Westminster  and  Christ  Church  College,  Oxford  ;  had  rooms  at  Lincoln's  Inn  ; 
represented  Bury  St.  Edmunds  from  1733  to  1747  ;  died  1775.  933,  949, 
1176,  1247. 

HERVEY,  Mrs.  Thomas.    See  HERVEY,  Mrs.  Ann. 

HERVEY,  WhllIAM  ;  3rd  son  of  John,  Lord  Bristol  ;  born  Christmas  Day,  1699  ; 
educated  at  Westminster  ;  went  into  the  Navy  ;  attained  the  rank  of  Captain, 
but  was  dismissed  the  ser\dce  in  1742  for  undue  severity  towards  those  under 
him  ;  in  1729  married  EHzabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ridge  of  Portsmouth, 
but  she  died  in  the  following  year,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who 
died  unmarried  after  1800.  William  died  in  1776.  908,  910,  912,  914,  915, 
943>   1033,   1 108,    1140,  1200,    1220,   1222. 

HOWARD,  ]\IrS'.  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  a  different  lady  to  all  the  next 
three.     948. 

HOWARD,  Mrs.  ;  Katherine,  daughter  of  George  Booth,  of  Woodford,  Essex,  and 
Avife  of   James,  son  of    Phihp,  seventh  son  of  Thomas  Howard,   ist  Earl  of 
Berkshire.     Their   daughter   Martha  Maria,  married  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Charles  Hervey.     1148. 

HOWARD,  Mrs.  Henrietta.    10S9. 

HOWARD,  Mrs.  Mary.    930. 

JASPER,  Mr.     1014. 

KELSALL,  Mr.     888,  11 50. 

KILLALA,  Bishop  of  ;  See  Clayton. 
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KING,  Lord  ;   Peter  King,  ist  Baron  ;  Lord  Chancellor  ;  died  1734.     887. 

KNOWLES,  John  ;  Registrar  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of    Ely.      His  only  son 
Thomas,  was  domestic  chaplain  to  Lady  Hervey,  and  in  1748  was  appointed  to 
the  livings  of  Ickworth  and  Chedburgh,  which  he  held  till  his  death  in  1802. 
He  was  also  a  Prebendary  of  Ely  Cathedral.     1239,    13 13. 

LEE,  Baptist  ;  he  bought  Livermere  and  died  in  1768  ;  he  was  a  suitor  for  the  hand 
of  Lord  Bristol's  daughter,  Barbara,  but  the  negotiations  came  to  nothing.    854. 

L'ESTRANGE,  Hamon  ;  there  seems  to  have  been  three  of  these  names  in  the 
17th  and    1 8th  centuries,  father,  son  and  grandson  ;   the  first   two  lived    at 
Pakenham,  the  third,  to  whom  these  letters  are  written,  at  Bury.      1230,  1352. 

LINCOLN,  Bishop  of  ;  See  Reynolds. 

MACRO,  Rev.  Ralph  ;  A  member  of  a  well-to-do  family  that  suppHed  Bury  with 
an  Alderman  or  two.  Alderman  Thomas  Macro  bought  an  estate  at  Norton, 
near  Bury,  which  afterwards  passed  to  his  son,  the  Rev.  Cox  Macro,  who  made 
a  valuable  collection  of  books,  MSS.  and  coins,  and  who  died  in  1768,  aged  84 
years.  I  am  not  sure  what  was  the  relationship  between  him  and  Ralph. 
Letter  1S8  was  probably  written  to  Thomas,  the  father  of  Cox.     883. 

MANSEL,  Lady  Elizabeth  ;  eldest  daughter  of  John,  Lord  Bristol  by  his  second 
wife  ;  married  Mr.  Bussy  Mansel  in  1724,  and  died  s.p.  in  1727.     869. 

MANSEL,  Hon.  Bussy  ;  younger  son  of  Sir  Thomas  Mansel,  ist  Baron,  ofMargam, 
Co.  Glamorgan  ;  succeeded  to  the  title  in  1744,  which  upon  his  death  in  1750 
became  extinct.     879,  905,  918,    1166. 

MARLBOROUGH,  Duchess  of  ;  Sarah,  wife  of  John,  ist  Duke  ;  1660— 1744. 
867,  927,  935,  940,  941,  946,   1048,   1056.  1069,   1070. 

MASCULINE,  Mrs.  ;  or  rather  Maskelyne.     1259. 

MASCULINE,  Mrs,  Sarah  ;   I  presume  daughter  of  the  above.     1273. 

MONSEY,  Doctor  ;  Messenger  Monsey,  born  in  1693,  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Robert 
Monsey,  a  non-juror  ;  he  settled  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  whilst  there  was 
called  to  attend  Lord  Godolphin,  who  had  been  seized  with  apoplexy  on  his 
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way  to  Newmarket.  Lord  Godolphin,  was  so  pleased  with  him  that  he  brought 
him  to  London,  and  got  for  him  the  appointment  of  physician  to  Chelsea 
Hospital.  There  he  remained  for  50  years  and  died  in  1788,  aged  96  years. 
He  was  a  very  plain  spoken  man.  (See  Munk's  roll  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians,  n.  74.)     iioo,  I103,   1165. 

MURE  Mr.  ;  I  imagine  this  to  be  Mr.  Hutchinson  Mure,  who  had  lately  bought  the 
manor  of  Great  Saxham,  which  his  son  sold  in  1795  to  Mr.  Thomas   Mills. 

NORRIS,  Sir  [OHN  ;  a  distinguished  naval  officer,  under  whom  William  Hervey 
served.     He  died  in  1749,  after  60  years  service.     1036. 

NORTON,  Colonel  ;  Thomas  ;  he  married  a  daughter  of  Sir  Compton  Felton,  Lady 
Bristol's  uncle,  and  was  Member  for  Bury,  from  1727  to  i747«  He  succeeded 
his  uncle  Major  (Richard)  Norton  at  Ixworth  Abbey.  882,  917,  919,  960, 
969.  972.  997,   1107,  1132. 

NORWICH,  Bishop  of.     See  Butts,  Gooch. 

OLIVER,  Mr.  ;  William  Oliver  was  Lord  Bristol's  Ickworth  Steward  from  17  12  till 
1748  at  least,  and  I  don't  know  how  much  later  ;  but  it  is  not  clear  that  this 
letter  is  written  to  him.     928. 

PEACH,  Thomas;  a  Leicestershire  gentleman.     1325. 

PHIPPS,  Mr,  ;  Constantine,  son  of  William  Phipps  ;  he  married  Lepel,  eldest 
daughter  of  John,  Lord  Hervey  ;  was  created  an  Irish  Peer,  Lord  Mulgrave,  in 
1767,  and  died  in  1775.     1185,  1303. 

PHIPPS,  Mrs.  ;  Lepel,  eldest  dnughter  of  John,  Lord  Hervey  ;  born  in  1723  ; 
married  Constantine  Phipps,  afterwards  Lord  Mulgrave  ;  died  1780.  Her 
eldest  son,  Constantine  John,  a  naval  officer,  commanded  an  expedition  to  the 
North  Pole  in  1773,  and  published  his  Journal  of  it  in  1774.     1187,  1302. 

PLAYTERS,  Lady  ;  Elizabeth,  first  cousin  to  Lady  Bristol,  being  the  daughter  of 
John  Felton,  youngest  brother  of  Sir  Thomas  :  she  died  in  1748,  and  her 
husband,  Sir  John   Playters,  in  1768.     1261,  1262. 
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PRIME,  Sir  Samuel,  KNT.  ;  a  native  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds  ;  made  a  Sergeant  at 
iaw  in  1736,  and  King's  Sergeant  in  1757,  In  1748  he  married  Mrs.  Sheppard, 
a  rich  widow,  and  bought  an  estate  at  Whitton  in  Twickenham,  formerly  Sir 
Godfrey  Knellers,  where  he  died  in  1776.     1217,  1229,  I23i,  1249. 

RAY,  Alderman  ;  of  Bury  St.  E^lmunds  j  several  members  of  this  Bury  family  will 
be  met  with  in  the  letters.     870. 

RAY,  Rev.  Charles  ;  a  member  of  a  Bury  family.  gSS,  992,  1071,  1075, 
1190,  1 2 14. 

REYNOLDS,  Richard  ;  Dean  of  Peterborough  ;  Bishop  of  Bangor  17 21 — 1728  ; 
Bishop  of  Lincoln  1723  to  his  death  in  1744.     859,  951,  952,  1017. 

REYNOLDS,  James  ;  son  of  Lord  Bristol's  first  cousin,  Robert  Reynolds,  whose 
mother  was  Judith,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Hervey.  James  was  Chief  Baron  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  died  in  1788  ;  his  monument  is  in  St.  James' 
Church,  Bury  St.  Edmunds.     1013. 

RIDGE,  Humphrey  ;  brother  of  William  Hervey's  wife.     921. 

RIDGE,  Thomas;  of  Portsmouth;  father  of  William  Hervey's  wife;  died  1730. 
911,  9i3, 

RUSSELL,  Louis.    1182. 

SEDGWICK,  Rev.  Mr.  ;  William  Sedgwick,  Charles  Hervey's  tutor  at  Queen's 
College,  Cambridge  ;  he  was  afterwards  President  of  Queen's  College  from  17  31 
to  1760.     924,  926. 

SELLER,  Rev,  Mr.  ;  Vicar  of  Sleaford,  as  his  father  had  been  before  him  ;  he  had 
the  insolence  to  appoint  a  Churchwarden  of  his  own  choice  instead  of  one  of 
Lord  Bristol's  choice.     1238,  1248. 

SIMMERSON,  John  ;  one  of  Lord  Bristol's  Lincolnshire  tenants.     1369. 

SMITH,  John.    993. 
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SMYTH,  Sir  Robert  ;  son  of  James  Smyth  of  Isfield  in  Sussex,  who  was  created 
a  Baronet  in  17 14;  succeeded  his  father  in  17  17;  married  in  1731  Louisa 
Caroline  Isabella  llervey,  fifth  daughter  of  John,  Lord  Bristol  ;  died  Dec. 
1773,  He  seems  to  have  lived  for  a  time  at  Ampton,  then  belonging-  to  Mr. 
Calthorpe.  In  1736,  or  thereabouts,  he  bought  Elmswell  of  Mr.  Calthorpe. 
He  was  succeeded  by  his  only  son  Hervey,  who  was  born  in  1734  at  Ampton, 
(see  Diary)  was  aide-de-camp  to  General  Wolfe  at  the  siege  of  Quebec,  and 
died  at  Elmswell  unmarried  in  181 1,  when  the  Baronetcy  became  extinct. 
Hervey  Smyth   figures   in  West's  picture  of   the  death  of   General  Wolfe. 

944,  1153,  ^37- 

SISIYTH  Lady  Louisa  ;  fifth  daughter  of  John.  Lord  Bristol,  and  wife  of  above 
Sir  Robert  ;  born  171S,  died  1770  ;  she  was  buried  at  West  Ham  Church  in 
Essex  ;  the  inscription  on  her  tombstone  will  be  found  in  the  volume  containing 
the  Ickworth  Registers,  page  82.     1 122,  1225. 

SPRING,  Sir  William  ;  of  Pakenham,  4th  Bart.  ;  he  died  unmarried  in  1737. 
His  father  was  Sir  Thomas  Spring,  who  married  Merilina,  one  of  five  daughters 
and  co-heirs  of  Thomas,  Lord  Jermyn,  and  died  about  1704  ;  she  married 
secondly  Sir  William  Gage.  One  of  Sir  William  Spring's  sisters,  Merilina, 
married  Thomas  Discipline,  who  figures  in  these  letters  ;  and  another  sister, 
Mary,  married  Dr.  Symonds,  Rector  of  Horringer.     889. 

STANNYFORD,  Henry.     1029. 

SULLYARD,  Edward  ;  the  Sullyards  were  at  Haughley  from  the  time  of  Queen 
Mary  to  the  death  of  Edward  Sullyard  in  1799.     1343. 

TALBOT,  Lord  ;  Charles,  son  of  William,  Bishop  of  Durham  ;  born  1684  ;  Lord 
Chancellor  and  created  Baron  Talbot  in  1733  ;  died  1737.     982. 

TANKERVILLE,  Earl  of  ;  Charles  Bennet,  2nd  Earl  ;  born  1696  ;  died  1753  ; 
1073,  lOSOj  1082,  1084. 

TOOKIE,  Mrs.  ;  the  wife  of  Doctor  Tookie,  whoever  he  was.  The  Doctor  Kerridge 
(or  Kerrich)  mentioned  in  this  letter  was  John  Kerrich,  who  moved  from 
Cambridge  to  Bury  in  1735,  and  practised  there  till  his  death  in  1762  (or  1765) 
aged  70.    There  is  a  monument  to  him  in  St.  Mary's  Church.     1293, 
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TURNOR,  John  ;  the  first  of  these  three  letters  is  addressed  to  John  Turnor,  junr , 
and  I  imag"ine  they  were  all  to  the  same  individual  ;  and  I  imag-ine  that 
individual  to  be  the  son  of  John  and  Lady  Isabella  Turnor,  which  Lady 
Isabella  was  the  daughter  of  Lord  Bristol's  uncle,  Baptist  May,  and  the  widow 
of  Lady  Bristol's  uncle,  Dr.  Henry  Felton.    1115,  1193,  1278. 

TYRCONNEL,  Viscount  ;  John  Brownlow  ;  he  lived  at  Belton  near  Grantham  in 
Lincolnshire,  and  died  in  17S4.     1198,  1280,  1296. 

WALKER,  Rev,  Dr.  ;  this  may  be  Richard  Walker,  Fellow  of  Trinity,  and 
Professor  of  Moral  Theolog'y  at  Cambridg'e  from  1744  to  1764.     1299. 

WARRINGTON,  Earl  of  ;  Georg-e  Booth,  2nd  Earl  ;  born  1675  ;  died  1758, 
when  the  Earldom  became  extinct  He  was  connected  with  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Charles  Hervey.     1139. 

WHATLEY,  Rev.  Mr.  ;  Robert,  Prebendary  of  York  and  Rector  of  Toft,  near 
Lincoln.     He  published  a  sermon  or  two.     909,  920,  9S4,  961. 

WHICH  COTE,  Sir  Francis  ;  of  Aswarby,  which  Carr,  Lord  Hervey,  had 
sold.     1201. 

WILLERTON,  Mr.  ;  Lived  near  Grantham  ;  was  son-in-law  and  executor  to  Read, 
an  unjust  steward  of  Lord  Bristol's  Lincolnshire  estate.  1308,  1309,  1320, 
1322,  1328. 

WILLIAMS,  Rev,  D.  ;  this  should  have  been  printed  Rev.  Dr.  Williams,  and  is 
probably  Philip  Williams,  D.D.  tutor  of  8t.  John's  Colleg-e,  Public  Orator  of 
Cambridg-e  University,  and  Rector  of  Barrow  in  Suffolk,  where  Lord  Bristol 
had  property,  from  1742  to  his  death  in  1749.     1253. 

WINCHELSEA,  Earl  of  ;  Daniel  Finch,  Earl  of  Winchelsea  and  Notting-ham, 
1688 — 1769.     1203. 

WINDLE,  Rev.  Mr.  ;  apparently  a  former  curate  of  Dr.  Butt's  at  Ickworth  or 
elsewhere,  who  had  misbehaved  himself.     1104. 


xvi.  CONTENTS    OF    VOL.     III. 


WOOD,  Charles  ;  Sir  Henry  Wood  of  Loudham  in  East  Suffolk  had  estates  in 
Suffolk,  Whepstead  among-st  others.  He  died  in  167 1.  His  only  daughter, 
Mary,  married  Charles  Fitzroy,  Duke  of  Southampton,  but  died  without  issue. 
Sir  Henry's  estates  passed  to  his  great  nephew,  Charles  Cranmer,  who  took  the 
name  of  Wood,  and  it  is  he  to  whom  Lord  Bristol  writes.  He  died  in  i743 
without  issue.     1039. 

WRIGHT,  Alderman  Lawrence  ;  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  I  presume  that  both 
these  letters  are  written  to  the  same  individual.  In  the  second  of  the  two  Lord 
Bristol  mentions  Mr.  Wright  as  being  Coroner.  Formerly  at  Bury  the  oflRce 
of  Coroner  was  always  held  by  the  Alderman  of  the  preceding  year.    959,  1116. 
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ADDENDA. 

THE   FOLLOWING   NOTES    RELATING    TO    CORRESPONDENTS 
IN    VOL.    I.    and    II.    MAY    BE    ADDED    TO    WHAT 

IS     STATED    THERE. 

Vol.   I. 

xVNGUISH,  Mrs.  ;  The  Anguislies  were  Lords  of  the  Manor  of  Moulton  in  Norfolk 
from  the  end  of  Queen  EHzabeth's  reign  to  the  middle  of  the  i8th  century. 
One  of  them,  Richard  Anguish,  succeeded  to  the  estates  of  his  uncle,  Sir 
Thomas  Allin  of  Somerleyton  in  Suffolk,  and  assuming  the  name  of  Allin  was 
made  a  Baronet  in  1699,  which  baronetcy  became  extinct  in  1794.     438. 

BARRET,  Mr.  ;  the  Rev.  Henry  Barret,  Reader  of  St.  Mary's  Church  from  1703  to 
1708,  when  he  resigned.     315,  317. 

FISKE,  Mrs.  ;  Duffon  or  Doveton  Hall,  which  Lord  Bristol  had  bought  in  1702,  is 
in  the  parish  of  Whepstead.  The  Rev.  James  Fiske  was  Rector  of  Whepstead 
from  1678  to  17 1 1.  I  therefore  presume  that  this  is  his  wife,  who  died  in  1726 
aged  76  years.     246. 

FOLKES,  Martin  ;  of  Gray's  Inn  ;  he  was  the  father  of  Martin  Folkes  the 
antiquary,  and  brother  of  Thomas  Folkes  who  bought  Great  Barton,  and  whose 
daughter  and  heiress  was  Sir  Thomas  Hanraer's  second  wife.  I  think  he  and 
his  father  were  of  Rushbrooke.     76. 

GIPPS,  Lady  ;  this  must  be  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Edmund  Foley  of  Badley, 
and  widow  of  Sir  Richard  Gipps,  Knt.,  of  Little  Horringer  Hall,  who  died  in 
1 68 1.  She  died  in  17 15.  Sir  Richard  Gipps  of  Great  Whelnetham,  with  whom 
Lord  Bristol  quarrelled  about  a  Maypole,  (letters  209,  210,  211,)  belonged  to 
another  branch  of  the  same  family.     260. 

HOVLLL,  Richard  ;   Alderman  of  Bury,  died  Dec.  1717,  aged  57.     436. 
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HUTCHINSON,  Dr.  Francis  ;  Minister  of  St.  James'  Parish,  Bury  St.  Edmunds  ; 
afterwards  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  ;  he   married  Peregrine,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Dudley  North.     He  pubHshed  some  sermons,  and  a  work  on  witchcraft, 
and  died  about  1739.     281,  452. 

MACRO,  Mr.  ;  probably  Thomas,  the  son  of  Thomas  of  Bury ;  he  married  in  1678, 
Susan  daughter  of  John  Cox,  Rector  of  Risby  ;  he  was  an  Alderman  of  Bury, 
and  bought  the  manor  of  Little  Haugh  in  the  parish  of  Norton,  which  was 
aferwards  owned  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  Cox  Macro.     1 88. 

TURNOR,  Alderman  ;  I  think  this  must  be  Henry,  who  died  in  Feb.  1736,  aged 
56  years.     285,  378. 

WRIGHT,  Mr.  John  ;  he  died  in  August,  1728,  aged  65  ;  he  was  an  Alderman  as 
well  as  Lawrence  Wright,  whom  I  presume  to  have  been  his  brother.     377. 


Vol.   II. 

BARKER,  Sir  William  ;  of  Grimston  Hall,  Suffolk  ;  fifth  baronet  ;  belonged  to 
a  family  connected  with  Ipswich  for  many  generations  ;  he  represented  Ipswich 
in  1710 — 1714,  and  Suffolk  in  1723  to  his  death  in  1731.  There  was  living  at 
the  same  time  another  Sir  William  Barker,  of  Booking  Hall  in  Essex,  belonging 
to  a  branch  of  the  same  family*     582,  605. 

CLOPTON,  Dr.;  Poley  Clopton,  M.D.,  was  a  Bury  medical  man,  who  in  1730 
founded  Clopton's  Hospital  for  the  maintenance  of  six  men  and  six  women. 
He  was  of  Queen's  College,  Cambridge,  and  took  his  B.A.  degree  in  1695.    534. 

COCKS,  Sir  Richard  ;  2nd  Bart,  of  Dumbleton,  Co.  Gloucester ;  suceceded  his 
grandfather  in  1684,  and  died  in  1726,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  the 
Rev.  Sir  Robert  Cocks,  who  is  the  brother  here  alluded  to.     464,  465. 

GARTH,  Sir  Samuel  ;  M.D.  and  poet ;  died  17 19.    505. 


EEEATA. 


Vol.  I. 

P.  xvii,  1.  I.  For  viviacity  read  vivacity. 

P.  58,  1.  26.  For  remaz'd  read  remaind. 

P.  223,  1.  5.  For  Tho  read  The. 

P.  271,  1.  3.  For  our  for  read  for  our. 

P.  292,  1.  13.  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  should  be  I  know  very  wcliy 

or,  /  know  Jery  z<oill. 

P.  334, 1.  20.  For  on  read  no. 

P.  350,  1.  4.  For  joys  read  joy. 

P-  345?  !•  3-  Fo"  credi  re^d.  credit. 

Vol.  II. 

P.  vi,  1,  2.  For  Humprey  read  Humphrey. 

P.  vi,  1.  18.  For  1741  read  1714. 

P.  82,  1.  ifc>.  B  kings  should,  I  think,  be  13  Kings. 

P.  168,  1.  4.  For  I  old  him  read  1  iuld  him. 

Vol.  hi. 
P.  iii,  1.  18.     For    1722    read    1772. 


LETTER-BOOKS   OF  JOHN    HERVEY, 

FIRST    EARL    OF    BRISTOL. 


853.        To  ye  Reverend  Mr.  Battely.  London,  Feb.  26,  1725/6. 

Having  been  lately  visited  with  a  much  longer 
fit  of  sickness  than  ever  I  had  before  experiencd,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my 
not  thanking  you  sooner  for  yours  of  the  2nd  instant  &  for  the  manuscript 
attending  it,  which  the  attentive  perusal  I  have  since  my  recovery  been 
able  to  give  it  seems  to  have  ingrossdall  your  thoughts,  you  having  adducd 
every  argument  and  authority  which  coud  be  brought  to  fortify  &  establish 
the  great  and  useful  point  in  question,  leaving  me  nothing  to  plead  in 
alleviation  of  any  breaches  I  may  unadvisedly  have  made  upon  the  strict 
rules  therein  laid  down  but  what  St.  Paul  first  furnishd  me  with  from  the 
14th  of  his  Ep.  to  the  Romans,  the  5th  &  6th  verses;  &  if  my  practice 
hath  in  any  instance  exceeded  the  liberty  indulgd,  I  should  upon  conviction 
be  sincerely  sorry  for  it ;  but  in  the  mean  time  since  you  have  shewn  your 
self  so  fit  for  a  spiritual  director,  I  will  on  this  occasion  make  you  my  con- 
fessor also,  &  can  with  great  truth  assure  you  that  notwithstanding  any 
loose  constructions  I  may  have  put  upon  that  passage,  I  cannot  tax  my  self 
with  the  commission  of  any  known  sin  (anger  only  excepted,  which  never 
lasted  to  the  setting  sun,)  in  all  the  27  years  I  have  passd  in  your 
neighbourhood  at  sweet  Ickworth,  (&  therefore  much  the  sweeter  to  my 
remembrance,)  or  if  any  exception  to  this  assertion  should  have  fallen  under 
your  notice  &   have  escapd  mine,  remind  me  of  it,  &  see  if  I  do  not  reform. 

Vol.  III.         A 
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My  strength  returning  slowly  I  must  not  yet  enter  into  a  farther  detaile  of 
my  sentiments  about  the  beautys  of  your  book  ;  but  as  publishing  of  it  may 
mend  a  wicked  world  &  procure  credit  to  its  author,  if  you'l  consent  to  the 
printing  of  it,  you  shall  previously  have  much  better  opinions  as  to  its  meritt 
than  must  be  pretended  to  by,  Sir,  your  faithful  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

854.  To  Mr.  Lee.  Ickworth,  May  9,  1726. 

The  point  of  portion  being  at  our  first  conferrence 
expressly  declard  to  be  but  ^4000,  I  wish  (since  you  think  it  insufficient) 
our  treaty  had  ended  there;  and  indeed,  as  plain  dealing  is  no  less  my 
practice  than  principle,  I  must  own  to  you  I  coud  not  construe  so  long  a 
silence  as  has  passed  since  mine  of  the  nth  of  December  last  any  otherwise 
than  such.  I  shoud  be  loath  to  have  my  daughter  the  occasion  of  altering 
your  way  of  living,  a  thorough  conformity  whereto  I  truly  told  you  was  what 
she  had  considerd  and  well  digested ;  how  she  may  have  done  what  has 
happend  since  is  more  than  at  this  distance  can  be  answerd  for  by.  Sir, 
your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

855.  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  June  15,  1726. 

The  pleasure  of  your  society  being  one  of  the 
greatest  goods  remaining  to  me  in  life,  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  forget 
or  neglect  any  opportunity  where  that  was  to  be  had  ;  I  therefore  conclude 
your  reminding  me  of  my  promise  was  more  to  give  me  the  kind  assurance 
that  mine  woud  not  be  disagreeable  to  you  than  that  I  could  want  a  remem- 
brancer where  my  own  happiness  was  so  immediately  concernd.  Could 
Bettisfield  stand  in  need  of  any  additional  agremens  when  you  are  there, 
the  circumstance  you  mention  would  much  indear  it  to  me,  being  (as  you 
know)  so  true  a  lover  of  my  family,  &  with  reason,  since  it  had  the  honour 
to  reckon  you  a  part  of  it ;    but  self  love  still  must  make  me  fonder  of  it,  as 
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our  name  by  your  partiality  was  never  treated  with  more  affection  than  at 
present,  by  which  rule  you  ought  to  value  Ickworth  above  all  other  places, 
there  not  being  a  corner  in  our  cottage,  or  an  echo  about  the  park,  where 
the  reverd  name  of  Hanmer  has  not  been  mentiond  &  repeated  with  all 
the  just  encomiums  due  to  so  deserving  a  character. — As  near  as  I  can 
guess  it  will  be  the  first  week  in  August  before  I  can  get  to  Litchfield,  after 
which  I  must  attend  Mr.  Griifin  to  view  our  reversionary  estates  in  Shropshire, 
&  as  soon  as  that  can  be  dispatchd  shall  hasten  to  you  as  the  most  desirable 
delassement  to  the  body  &  spirits  of.  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  kinsman  & 
most  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

My  wife  &  I  joyn  in  all  services  to  my  Lady  Hanmer. 

856.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  July  2,  1726. 

My  faithful  Fanny*  dyed,  who  with  a  much  more 
remarkable  constancy  than  is  common  to  most  of  her  sex  lovd  me  with  a 
very  particular  affection  from  the  first  day  of  our  acquaintance  to  the  last, 
when  leaving  her  little  ones  before  her  death  just  to  come  and  take  her  leave 
of  me,  then  returning  to  them  expird. 

Montaigne  says,  Nous  pleurons  souvent  la  perte  des  bestes  que  nous 
aimons,  aussifont  elles  la  nostre. 

Post  bellator  equus  positis  insignibus  sethon 

It  lachrymans,  guttisque  humectat  grandibus  era.     ^neid  :  Lib  :  xi. 

These  3  copies  of  my  memorandum  upon  the  loss  of  my  faithful  friend 
Fanny  were  written  for  the  plate  proposd,  and  you  must  adjudge  ye  prize 
to  the  best  performance  of  number  i,  2  or  3. — Mr,  Mansel  having  written 
to  Lord  Hervey  (who  with  his  wife  and  children  arrivd  here  last  night)  that 
Betty  would  be  glad  of  Babb's  company  to  Tunbridge,  I  have  sent  to  take 

*  His  dog— S,Ii.A.H, 
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places  in  ye  Bury  coach  for  Tuesday  for  her  and  Squire, — Lady  Felton 
having  rejected  all  my  friendly  overtures  of  peace  by  the  perswasions  of 
her  priest  Mathews,  I  find  my  selfe  obligd  to  commence  a  suit  with  her 
purely  to  fulfill  my  obligations  to  ye  Burroughs's ;  and  as  I  know  the  report 
of  it  will  bear  very  plausible  reflections  to  my  disadvantage  when  in  the 
management  of  Lady  Playters  and  our  back  friends,  I  hope  you  will  take 
some  care  to  prevent  the  ill  effects  such  infusions  may  work  in  your  Aunt 
Effingham  to  the  prejudice  of  you  or  your  children.  For  my  own  part  I 
matter  not  whatever  can  be  said,  where  I  am  sure  the  wrong  lyes  not  at 
ye  door  of  well-meaning  Bristol. 

857.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Richmond,  July  5,  1726. 

The  leaving  you,  my  dear  angel,  was  enough  of 
itselfe  without  the  addition  of  your  being  in  so  much  pain ;  but  thank  God, 
Squire's  letter  last  night  releivd  me  by  saying  you  were  able  to  go  out  both 
morning  and  evening.  For  my  own  part  the  heat  and  dust  that  I  sufferd 
in  my  journey  added  to  the  uneasiness  of  my  mind,  and  put  me  very  much 
out  of  order  by  that  time  I  got  to  Hockerhill,  for  thither  I  went,  having  so 
much  time  before  me  as  to  gett  there  by  seven  a  clock,  tho'  I  baited  above 
two  hours  at  Bone-bridge,  where  nothing  but  your  desiring  it  coud  have 
made  me  stay,  for  I  had  not  a  bed  to  lye  down  upon,  nor  a  bitt  to  eat  but 
a  dismal  leg  of  veal  and  one  pidgeon,  but  I  fard  better  the  next  day,  for 
taking  the  cool  of  the  morning  I  gott  time  enough  to  London  to  dine  with 
the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough,  and  found  her  much  better  than  I  left  her; 
she  gives  her  service  to  you,  &  hopes  you  will  make  St.  Albans  your  inn  in 
the  way  to  Staffordshire,  for  she  says  twenty  miles  is  enough  the  first  day 
of  such  a  long  journey.  She  goes  to  the  Bath  next  season  ;  I  told  her  I  was 
afraid  you  held  some  secret  correspondence,  and  that  she  had  given  you 
notice  of  it,  else  I  shoud  never  have  persuaded  you  to  go  ;   you  may  no.w 
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settle  your  journey  as  tis  most  easy  to  your  selfe,  which  I  hope  will  be  by 
London,  where  I  shall  certainly  be  the  first  of  August,  for  upon  the  Dutchess 
of  Shrewsbury's  death  we  are  all  obligd  to  wait  a  month  a  peice,  as  the 
Dutchess  of  Dorsett  has  done  already,  and  that  will  be  just  the  time  Lord 
Hervey  thinks  of  leaving  Ickworth  ;  he  and  his  lady  with  George  &  Miss 
set  out  on  Thursday  next  ;  I  thought  you  woud  not  be  displeasd  at  the 
keeping  the  coach,  since  he  said  he  had  writt  on  Saturday  to  tell  you  he 
coud  not  come  sooner ;  they  came  hither  with  me  yesterday,  and  went  on 
after  to  my  Lord  Berkleys  to  dinner  ;  my  Lord  Chesterfield  brings  them  to 
morrow  to  dine  with  me,  Sc  take  leave  at  our  Court,  where  I  had  a  most 
welcome  reception,  &  a  visitt  from  his  Royal  Highness  in  the  afternoon ; 
they  both  enquird  after  you  ;  the  Princess  I  think  a  good  deal  out  of  order ; 
she  complains  much  of  a  giddiness  in  her  head  ;  she  bled  yesterday  with 
leeches  for  it,  &  thought  her  selfe  better ;  my  Lord  Hervey  is  so  of  his,  & 
looks  extreamly  well  ;  but  in  my  life  I  never  so  any  thing  so  improvd  as 
his  daughter  is  since  the  small  pox,  which  is  very  uncommon,  but  she  is 
really  the  prittiest  &  agreeablest  child  I  ever  saw.  It  woud  be  no  matter 
how  many  daughters  we  had,  if  we  coud  have  my  Lord  Nottingham's  luck 
in  disposing  of  them,  for  he  is  come  up  to  Town  to  marry  two  more  very 
considerably ;  one  is  to  Sir  Mich  :  Newton,  the  other  I  have  not  heard. 
Lady  Betty  Mansel  was  to  be  in  Town  last  night,  &  her  brother  promisd  me 
to  try  her  about  taking  Babb  to  Tunbridge,  which  I  shoud  think  could  not 
be  difficult,  since  he  says  she  wants  somebody  to  go  with  her,  &  Mrs. 
Duncombe  has  refusd,  being  to  go  to  Lady  Dover  next  Friday.  Lord  and 
Lady  Cornwallis  sett  out  to  day  ;  they  dind  here  yesterday,  and  both  look 
sadly  ;  he  is  thought  to  be  very  ill,  and  will  take  nothing.  I  am  so  giddy 
I  cant  see,  for  I  took  my  rhubarb  last  night,  which  calld  me  up  by  6  this 
morning,  else  I  should  not  have  had  time  for  this  long  letter,  tho'  I  grudge 
every  minute  that  is  not  spent  with  you  or  in  some  way  or  other  expressing 
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how  dearly  I  love  you  with  a  tenderness  beyond  what  was  ever  felt  by  your 
faithful,  E.  B. 

85S.        To  Mrs.  Carus.  Ickworth,  July  7,  1726. 

There  are  few  people  better  qualifyed  than  my 
self  to  give  an  intire  creditt  to  every  thing  you  say  concerning  your  late 
husband's  virtues,  &  of  your  just  greif  for  ye  loss  of  so  valuable  a  treasure, 
having  both  throughly  known  his  meritts,  &  undergone  as  sincere  &  sensible 
a  sorrow  for  ye  death  of  my  first  wife  as  was  possible  for  a  humane  heart  to 
feel.  As  your  behaviour  to  him  living  shewd  you  every  way  worthy  of  ye 
choice  he  had  made  of  you  for  his  wife,  so  there  is  no  doubt  but  you'l  acquitt 
your  self  of  that  great  trust  he  has  reposd  in  you  as  his  sole  executrix  with 
that  nice  prudence,  honour  &  conscience  with  respect  to  his  children  which 
you  had  alwaies  ^xercisd  towards  him.  If  I  can  be  of  any  use  to  you  in  ye 
discharge  of  it,  you  shall  ever  find  a  ready  freind  in  your  servant  B. 

859,        To  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln.     Ickworth  near  Bury,  July  9,  1726. 

My  Lord 

My     neighbour    &    friend,     the  Reverend    Mr. 

Batteley,  (ye  gentleman   I  formerly  mentiond,)  having   been  informd  that 

Dr.  Wise  of  Canterbury  is  so  very  ill  that  his  life  is  dispaird  of,  by  whose 

death  a  small  Prebend  in  your  Lordship's  disposal  will  become  vacant,  if 

your  Lordship  would  please  to  bestow  the  same  on  him,  I  should  take  it 

as  so  particular  a  favour  done  to  my  self,  that  if  on  any  future  occasion  a 

living  in  my  guift  should  fall  to  which  your  Lordship  would  recommend  a 

friend  or  relation  of  your  own,  you  should  certainly  command  it,  being  with 

great  truth  your  Lordship's  most  faithful  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S.     Mr.  Batteley  is  nephew  to  the  late  Arch-deacon  of  Canterbury,  & 

for  whose  learning  &  exemplary  life  &  conversation  I  will  stand  answerable 

to  your  Lordship  Sc  to  the  whole  world. 
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860.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Richmond,  July  9,  1726. 

If  you  coud  guess,  my  dearest  life,  but  half  ye 
pain  I  have  sufferd  by  not  hearing  from  Ickworth  last  post,  I  am  sure  you 
woud  never  let  it  happen  so  again,  for  the  uneasiness  of  my  mind  upon 
this  occasion  even  exceeds  what  I  now  suffer  in  my  body  by  a  very  unluckly 
accident.  The  Princess  with  all  her  children  went  by  water  last  Thursday 
and  landed  to  go  to  see  Mrs.  Howard's  house  at  Marble-hill,  and  just  at 
landing  there  is  some  very  course  new  gravell  laid,  where  my  Lord  Selkirk 
was  awkward  enough  to  throw  me  down  (in  helping  me  out  of  the  boat). 
I  have  bruised  both  my  knees  extreamly,  and  to  add  to  this  misfortune,  in 
the  coming  back  again  to  the  waterside  there  was  so  violent  a  shower  of  rain 
that  I  was  almost  wett  to  the  skin,  and  being  forcd  to  remain  in  this 
condition  so  long  &  a  great  sweat  with  walking  has  given  me  such  extream 
pain  in  my  limbs  that  I  have  not  slept  these  2  nights ;  but  thank  God  I  am 
something  better  to  day ;  I  believe  the  pleasure  I  have  in  prospect  has 
greatly  contributed  to  it,  fori  every  moment  expect  the  return  of  ye  Princess's 
footman,  who  I  orderd  to  call  for  my  letters  last  night.  I  dont  know  a  word 
of  news  ;  whatever  there  is  my  Lord  Hervey  will  have  given  you  an  account 
of  before  this  time  ;  the  best  that  I  can  hear  is  that  all  are  well  at  Ickworth, 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  which  will  ever  be  the  constant  prayers  of 
your  most  affectionate  wife,  E,  B. 

86L        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.        Richmond,  July  12,  1726. 

Dear  Nan's  birth-day. 

After  what  I  said  in  my  last  letter  I  am  sure  I 
need  not  tell  you  how  much  I  have  sufferd  by  not  hearing  from  Ickworth  in 
two  posts,  which  I  thought  impossible  to  happen  to  me  when  Nan  was 
there,  who  knows  how  nearly  it  concerns  me  ;    but  tho'   I  do  really  take  it 
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ill,  yet  I  must  (with  my  blessing)  wish  her  many  happy  years  with  every 
thing  this  world  can  bestow,  before  she  arrives  where  her  virtues  will  have 
an  eternal  reward. — If  I  am  to  determine  the  prize,*  I  must  give  it  to 
No.  2  ;  which  is  not  my  opinion  alone,  for  Mrs.  Howard  (who  I  shewd  them 
to)  thinks  the  same,  but  we  both  agree  they  are  all  so  well,  they  shoud  every 
one  have  something. — I  have  been  writing  so  long  a  letter  to  Betty  con- 
cerning Babb,  that  I  have  only  time  to  tell  you  my  Lady  Playter  is  not  in 
the  way  of  doing  us  any  mischeife,  for  my  aunt  told  me  she  was  so  farr 
from  sending  for  her  that  she  had  orderd  her  not  to  come,  because  her 
husband  was  ill ;  but  Mrs.  Benny  told  me  she  never  saw  any  body  look  in 
such  confusion  as  Mrs,  Walsh  did,  when  she  read  my  letter  to  my  aunt;  but 
do  you  but  love  me,  and  let  every  thing  else  in  this  world  go  as  it  will  to 
your  most  affectionate,  E.  B. 

862.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  July  i6,  1726. 

Bab  went  to  London  on  Tuesday  with  Squire, 
■where  Betty  was  so  kind  &  careful  as  to  send  her  own  coach  for  her  to  the 
inn  (having  never  had  the  small  pox),  and  the  next  day  they  went  to 
Tunbridge. — The  account  you  sent  me  of  your  accident  when  you  crossd 
the  water  to  Marble-hill  ought  to  have  been  followd  (from  one  especially  so 
uneasy  as  you  are  upon  missing  a  letter  by  every  post)  with  a  farther  one, 
either  of  your  being  better  or  worse  after  it ;  but  as  none  of  the  family  has 
been  favourd  by  last  night's  post  with  a  word  either  from  your  selfe  or 
Williams,  we  may  reasonably  comfort  ourselves  that  the  continual  enter- 
tainments of  a  Court  made  you  forgett  your  friends  in  ye  country,  and  that 
you  are  very  well  again. — Poor  Nan  (as  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  been 
informd  of)  has  had  another  fitt,  but  in  so  gentle  a  manner  that  I  will  flatter 
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my  selfe  her  regimen  will  in  time  gett  the  better  of  her  distemper,  having 
more  than  enough  of  other  causes  to  make  me  miserable.  I  am  not  at  all 
surprizd  with  the  providential  prosperityes  attending  Lord  Nottingham's 
family,  but  should  rather  wonder  to  see  any  adverse  accidents  happen  to 
that  man,  whom  I  have  always  esteemd  a  person  of  publick  as  well  as 
private  virtue.  When  I  see  God's  blessings  the  portion  of  those  who  are 
the  reverse  of  that  character,  then  I  shall  begin  to  think  that  not  near  so 
good  a  proverb  as  I  have  hitherto  deemd  it :  Honesty  may  be  dear  bought, 
but  can  never  prove  an  ill  pennyworth.  By  what  other  men  have  sold  it 
for,  since  I  came  into  the  world,  by  a  very  modest  computation  she  has  cost 
me  many  thousands  of  pounds,  and  yet,  had  I  parted  with  her  at  a  much 
higher  price,  what  could  it  have  availd  me  to  find  my  selfe  at  last  in  my 
own  opinion  more  miserable  and  poor  than  the  unfashionable  way  I  have 
chosen  can  possibly  make  your  Bristol  ? 

863-        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Richmond,  July  i6,  1726. 

I  have  been  so  much  concernd  to  hear  that  dear 
Nan  has  been  ill  again,  that  nothing  but  ye  not  hearing  by  yesterday's  post 
how  she  did,  &  by  what  accident  it  happend,  coud  add  to  it.  Indeed,  my 
dear,  I  need  all  the  comfort  you  can  find  in  your  heart  to  bestow  upon  me 
to  ballance  the  many  disagreeable  things  I  meet  with  here,  tho'  they  are 
of  that  kind  as  to  mortify  G — m  extreamly,  so  much  that  he  kept  at  home 
with  the  vapours  one  whole  day ;  but  if  he  could  see  my  heart  upon  this 
occasion,  his  woud  be  much  easier.— By  a  letter  I  receivd  from  my  daughter 
Mansel  I  find  my  Lady  Playter  is  or  will  be  soon  in  Town  ;  she  told  me  at 
the  same  time  that  my  aunt  was  so  alterd  that  she  thought  it  woud  do  very 
well  if  I  coud  make  her  a  visitt,  which  I  intend  to  contrive  some  way  or 
other  when  I  am  able  to  go,  (which  at  present  I  am  not.)  I  believe  there 
is  no  news  here  but  what  you  have  already,  the  tv»'o  new  Dukes,  Prince 

Vol.  III.        E 
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Frederick  of  Edenborrough  &  Prince  William  of  Cumberland  ;  there  is  a 
third  talkd  of,  but  I  know  not  the  truth  of  it,  which  is  that  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  is  to  be  Duke  of  Dublin,  that  he  may  have  the  highest  title,  yet 
sitt  in  the  House  of  Commons  ;  his  brother  Galf :  is  certainly  dying,  if  not 
dead ;  I  heard  Lord  Townshend  tell  the  Prince  so.  Tom  is  come  to  Richmond,, 
and  is  to  dine  with  me  to  day  ;  I  believe  he  intends  to  be  soon  at  Ickworth  ; 
woud  to  God  I  coud  say  so  too  ;  but  no  such  happiness  at  present  is  the 
lot  of  poor  E.  B. 

Since  I  wrote  this  I  have  receivd  a  letter  from  Lady  Ann,  which  was 
most  welcome,  and  I  desire  you  will  thank  her  for  it ;  the  reason  why  I 
despaird  of  one  was  that  upon  sending  one  of  the  Prince's  footmen  yes- 
terday, he  brought  me  word  there  was  nothing  for  me  ;  but  George  it  seems 
sent  by  another  hand,  which  did  not  come  till  just  now.  I  have  inclosd  Dr^ 
Cheyney's  to  you,  because  it  may  be  of  use  to  Lady  Ann  before  I  see  her ; 
I  hope  he  has  had  an  account  of  her  last  accident,  for  I  think  it  very 
necessary  ;  Lady  Ann  can  explain  to  you  what  he  means  about  my  fast- 
days  ;  but  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  what  he  hints  at  so  often  about  a 
peer ;  let  Lady  Ann  know  her  health  was  drank  on  her  birthday  at  my 
table  both  at  dinner  and  supper. 

864.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Richmond,  July  19,  1726. 

I  am  not  quite  clear  that  I  have  ever  missd? 
writing  one  post  since  I  left  Ickworth,  but  if  any,  it  was  after  being  dis- 
appointed in  two  together,  which  I  coud  not  but  think  a  little  hard  where 
there  was  so  many  hands  to  be  employd,  especially  considering  the  con- 
dition of  dear  Nan,  and  that  which  I  left  your  dearer  selfe  in  ;  however,, 
your  reproach  seems  so  kind  that  I  am  more  pleasd  than  mortifyd  by  it ; 
I  cant  say  I  had  enough  recoverd  my  late  accident  not  to  feel  a  good  deal 
of  pain  to  day  from  ye  fatigue  of  yesterday ;    for  (the  Prince  being  rid  out) 
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the  Princess  was  so  very  kind  and  obliging  to  take  the  pains  to  show  me  all 
her  new  works,  which  are  a  vast  extent  of  ground  on  all  sides,  and  really 
axtreamly  fine ;  but  she  was  so  considerate  of  my  infirmities  as  to  order  me 
to  go  with  all  the  young  family  upon  the  roller,  tho'  she  herself  walkd  by  ; 
however,  I  found  necessary  walking  enough  to  tire  me  extreamly,  &  it  was 
•so  dark  when  we  came  home,  &  part  of  the  way  so  rough,  that  I  gott  another 
fall  upon  my  poor  broken  knees;  but  I  coud  not  see  so  many  beauties 
without  wishing  to  the  Princess  that  you  were  there  to  partake  of  the 
pleasure  she  gave  me  ;  she  said  she  wishd  so  too  with  all  her  heart,  and 
hopd  she  shoud,  if  you  came  to  fetch  me  away,  show  you  every  thing.  I 
think  such  an  honour  is  of  it  selfe  sufficient  to  bring  you  by  London 
without  my  wishing  it  so  earnestly  for  many  reasons,  for  I  really  believe 
(by  all  accounts),  if  you  dont  take  this  opportunity  to  see  my  aunt,  you 
will  never  see  her  again  ;  for  Mrs.  Mordant  was  so  kind  (tho'  she  went  to 
London  but  for  a  few  hours)  to  go  and  see  her,  and  told  her  I  was  so  much 
concernd  for  her,  that  I  woud  not  be  satisfyed  till  she  promisd  to  see  me  her 
selfe,  which  was  taken  extreamly  kind  ;  she  found  her  with  a  feaver  added 
to  all  her  other  complaints,  which  must  certainly  carry  her  off  soon  if  not 
removd  ;  but  she  wont  take  the  bark,  tho'  she  is  advisd  to  it,  but  says  she 
will  trust  to  nature.  My  Lady  Playter  will  not  trust  to  that,  and  has  got 
once  more  footing  there  again,  but  that  will  not  avail  her  any  thing  where 
you  are  so  much  concernd,  if  your  own  rule  does  not  faile  in  your  self,  that 
goodness  &  virtue  must  be  rewarded.  What  blessings  then  may  not  your 
family  expect  from  such  a  stock  as  yours,  even  greater  (if  possible)  than 
can  be  wishd  or  prayd  for  by  your  most  tenderly  affectionate  E,  B. 

My  blessing  attends  all  the  dear  babes.  Tom  intends  to  come  and  receive 
yours  by  Bury  coach  on  Friday.  I  suppose  I  need  not  tell  you  Lord  Cadogan 
dyed  on  Sunday ;    his  executors  are  his  brother  and  Lord  Shelborn. 
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865.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  July  23,  1726. 

I  send  you  the  coppies  of  Mrs.  Carus's  letters  tD 
me,  that  you  may  see  a  fresh  instance  in  confirmation  of  my  principles  & 
observations  of  Providence.  Could  so  consummate  a  virtue  as  her  husband 
was  blessd  with  faile  ot  being  rewarded  both  here  as  well  as  hereafter,  it 
might  have  provd  a  stumbling-block  to  those  who  knew  his  merit  as  well  as 
we  did.  O  !  how  I  adore  God's  justice  as  well  as  goodness  in  allotting  him 
such  a  woman  for  his  wife !  Were  all  men  as  worthy,  they  would  be  as 
happy  ;  but  alass,  few,  if  any,  can  claim  by  his  title. — I  am  so  overwhelmd 
with  the  expressions  usd  by  her  R.  H.  in  my  favour,  that  you  must  undertake 
to  return  them  as  they  ought.  Tom  did  not  come  last  night,  tho'  the  chair 
waited  for  him  till  eleven  at  night.     All  here  are  well. 

866-        To  Mr.  Geekie.  Bath,  Sept.  21,  1726. 

I  have  been  so  extreamly  ill  ever  since  I  left 
Ickworth,  and  still  continue  so,  that  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you  with  my  own 
hand  how  sorry  I  am  to  hear  of  your  resolution  to  leave  Queen's  College, 
and  especially  so  soon  as  you  mention.  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
receivd  earlier  notice  of  it,  that  I  might  have  had  more  time  to  turn  my 
thoughts  where  next  to  dispose  of  my  son  to  his  best  advantage,  which  I 
apprehend  from  your  continual  silence  as  to  his  proficiency  shoud  be  more 
carefully  consulted.  I  have  lately  heard  so  through  a  good  character  of  Dr, 
Newton,  Principal  of  Hart-Hall  in  Oxford,  and  that  confirmd  to  me  by 
reading  of  his  bock  intitld  University  education,  wherein  appears  so  sound 
&  amiable  a  morality  together  with  so  close  &  clear  a  way  of  reasoning, 
that  since  my  son  cannot  continue  under  your  care,  I  find  my  self  very 
much  tempted  to  put  Charles  &  my  son  Felly  (when  fit)  under  his  tuition ; 
but  before  I  can  determine  in  the  present  case,  I  must  first  know  from  you 
whether  his  attainments  will  be  found  to  answer  his  two  years  standing  at 
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Cambridge ;  for  I  shoud  be  loath,  for  all  our  sakes,  to  send  him  to  a  new 
place  where  his  deficiencys  might  be  found  out  and  wonderd  at,  and  until 
this  great  point  can  be  cleard  up,  I  can  never  send  my  consent  to  let  him 
lose  one  hour  of  his  time  at  Ickworth.  I  will  add  but  one  word  more,  and 
that  shall  be  to  assure  your  self  &  Mr.  Sedgwick  (to  whom  I  desire  you 
woud  give  my  service)  that  tis  not  my  want  of  faith  for  all  you  have  said 
in  his  commendation  which  has  the  least  share  in  my  resolution  to  remove 
my  son,  but  from  a  firm  persuasion  that  he  can  be  no  where  so  well  disposd 
of  as  under  Dr.  Newton  by  your  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

867.        To  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough.  Bath,  Sept.  24,  1726. 

Having  never  injoyd  one  moment's  health  or 
ease  since  I  was  forcd  to  exercise  so  severe  a  peice  of  self-denial  as  the 
quitting  of  St.  Albans  for  any  other  place,  and  being  still  in  a  very  low 
dispiritted  condition,  made  it  impossible  for  me  till  now  to  send  your  Grace 
my  most  humble  thanks  for  the  honour  of  your  kind  invitation  to  Woodstock, 
where  without  injuring  your  known  merit  &  my  constant  admiration  of  it 
you  must  conclude  I  had  much  rather  be  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world.  But  as  the  long  and  violent  distemper  I  have  labourd  under  has 
reducd  me  to  such  a  state  of  weakness  that  I  cannot  bribe  my  physician  to 
allow  of  my  removal  yet  from  hence,  tho'  into  a  better  air  and  the  most 
agreeable  reviving  conversation,  so  my  present  sickness  will  prove  a  double 
affliction  to  me,  as  it  deprives  me  of  a  happiness  I  have  long  in  vain 
wishd  for,  even  with  such  desire  that  this  disappointment  in  it  must  prolong, 
if  not  prevent,  my  recovery.  Should  that  be  the  consequence,  I  have  only 
this  favour  to  beg  you'd  please  to  add  to  the  many  I  must  die  indebted  to 
your  goodness  for,  that  you  woud  do  my  memory  the  justice  to  remember 
me  by  the  character  of  a  more  constant,  faithful  friend  &  grateful  servant 
than  any  that  will  survive  me. 
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868-        To  Sir  Thomas  Hanraer.  London,  Oct.  29,  1726. 

The  dangerous  distemper  I  have  labourd  under 
ever  since  I  saw  you  till  very  lately  will,  I  make  no  question,  fully  excuse 
my  not  thanking  you  sooner  for  the  very  kind  and  agreeable  entertainment 
I  &  mine  met  with  at  sweet  Bettisfield.  There  was  a  time  since  then  when 
I  no  more  hopd  to  see  you  again  in  this  world  than  now  (God  be  thankd)  I 
have  reason  to  despair  of  that  happiness  ;  but  even  then  me  thought  the 
strongest  hold  this  world  had  of  me  was  from  the  reluctancy  I  felt  in  being 
finally  seperated  from  your  self  and  a  few  more  whom  I  had  ever  lovd  & 
valud  much  above  all  other  persons  and  things  I  was  to  leave  behind  me. 
Amidst  these  &  many  more  meditations  one  comfortable  thought  presented 
it  self  to  my  mind,  which  made  me  sensibly  easier,  viz.  that  I  had  performd  my 
long-passd  promise  of  visiting  you  in  Wales  before  I  dyd.  I  am  with  no 
small  difficulty  got  thus  far  on  my  way  towards  Ickworth,  where  (if  ever)  I 
can  expect  to  find  health  or  ease  again  ;  &  therefore  am  resolvd  to  hasten 
thither  in  spight  of  all  the  vain  allurements  which  I  already  find  are  throwing 
in  my  way  to  keep  me  here,  especially  since  I  can  promise  my  self  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  there  or  at  Mildenhall  sometimes  before  our  Senate 
meets,  which  will  not  be  till  the  20th  of  January,  your  company  being  a 
baite  that  will  get  the  better  of  all  others  with  your  most  affectionate  kins- 
man &  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

869.        To  Lady  Elizabeth  Mansel.  London,  Nov.  19,1726. 

Dear  daughter 

The  modern  mode  of  clubbing  witts  to  most  of  the 
present  elegant  performances  falls  out  unluckily  for  you,  since  no  body  who 
has  heard  or  read  your  last  letter  will  allow  it  to  be  the  production  of  one 
brain,   especially  of  a  female  one;   or  if  it  were,   which  is  scarce  credible 
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say  they,  we  know  from  whom  she  must  derive  it,  an  ineundo  I  am  not  at 
all  inclind  to  contradict ;  however,  thus  far  I  venturd  to  assert,  that  if  those 
who  seem  such  infidels  to  its  superior  talents  had  seen  but  half  the  beautiful 
babes*  it  has  formerly  brought  forth,  as  I  have  done,  they  might  easily  find 
faith  to  believe  the  whole  nursery  your  own,  allowing  something  for  your 
husband's  help.  As  to  those  conquests  which  coquetterie  in  spight  of  my 
allowd  indifference  gave  birth  to,  God  knows  the  innocency  of  my  intentions 
was  such  that  whatever  I  said  or  did  at  Bath  might  as  blamelessly  B.t 
addressd  to  \J.l  as  them.  Thanks  to  your  Tunbridge  hierogliphicks  for 
that. — I  am  again  run  into  debt  to  Lady  Hervey  for  quite  as  good  a  letter 
as  your  own,  so  good  a  one  that  most  must  think  she  too  was  not  a  little 
assisted  by  her  spouse  in  conception  ;  but  pray  tell  her  I  have  at  present  so 
many  bills  drawn  upon  me  by  the  fair  sex,  that  were  I  as  young  as  when 
I  was  fool  enough  to  fall  in  love  with  your  Mama,  I  coud  not  answer  them 
all  without  being  in  arrear ;  so  she  must  wait  her  turn  &  expect  no  more 
than  can  reasonably  be  performd  by  Sir  Ferdinando  in  the  626.  year  of  his 
age.     Bristol. 

870-        To  Alderman  Ray.  London,  Nov.  24,  1726. 

Having  been  so  dangerously  ill  at  Bath  that  Dr. 
Cheyne  gave  me  over,  he  woud  not  suffer  me  as  long  as  I  stayd  there  to 
think  of  writing  to  any  body,  and  since  my  arrival  here  I  have  been  in  daily 
hopes  of  setting  forward  to  Ickworth  ;  but  finding  that  still  uncertain  from 
several  incidental  unforeseen  accidents,  I  can  no  longer  delay  my  congratu- 
lations on  your  advancement  again  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  a  town  you 
so  wisely  &  worthily  exercisd  before.  I  shall  ever  esteem  the  publick  as 
well  as  my  private  interests  in  the  safest  hands  when  lodgd  in  yours,  and 

*  Lord  Bristol's  marginal  notes  say,  Her  letters.  t  Berkeley.  %  Upton. 
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will  give  my  self  the  satisfaction  (till  I  can  be  so  happy  as  to  see  you  and 
my  fast  friends)  of  hoping  no  opportunity  will  be  lost  during  your  admini- 
stration of  settling  the  future  government  of  Bury  on  so  firm  a  basis,  that 
no  reviving  Tory-efforts  may  ever  again  be  able  to  disturb.  Whatever  hints 
you  shall  think  fit  to  send  me  tending  to  that  great  &  good  end,  you  shall 
find  seconded  &  improvd  by  all  the  best  endeavours  of  your  most  affectionate 
friend  &  faithful  servant,  Bristol. 

My  most  hearty  services  to  all  our  fast  friends,  and  in  particular  to  your 
son  Mr.  Jackson.  Lord  Hervey  woud  have  written  to  you  from  Bath,  but  I 
promisd  him  to  do  so  as  soon  as  I  got  hither. 

871.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  July  22,  1727. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  got  safe  to  Ickworth,  tho** 
twas  late  ;  I  can  easily  guess  whose  fault  that  was.  I  have  been  very  much 
out  of  order  ever  since  you  went,  and  have  a  rash  now  out  upon  me,  which 
is  not  the  better  for  this  days  expedition,  having  been  up  ever  since  7  a 
clock  to  wait  upon  the  Queen  to  the  Review  in  Hyde-Park,  where  we  have 
been  from  9  till  5.  This  with  my  two  daughters'  ill  health  makes  me  hardly 
able  to  support  my  selfe,  but  Mr.  Mansel  presses  me  mightily  to  bear  up 
another  week  for  the  sake  of  Tom  ;  but  what  I  hear  on  ]\Ionday  from 
Ickworth  (I  hope  from  you)  and  what  happens  here  must  determine  me; 
pray  God  send  every  thing  for  the  best  for  you  and  yours.  Nothing 
is  open  yet  but  Lord  Godolphin  confirmd  in  his  place.  Tom  Smith  is  to  be 
our  Vice-Chamberlain,  and  Sir  Andrew  in  Mr.  Gumley's  place,  (who  is  out.) 
I  this  moment  came  from  Court,  where  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  came  to 
bring  the  King  the  Peace  signed  with  the  Emperor's  ov/n  hand,  which  he 
showd  me.  The  Duke  of  Grafton  setts  out  on  Tuesday  for  Suffolk,  v/here  I 
hope  every  thing  will  succeed  to  your  wish.  I  am  able  to  say  no  m-ore  but 
bid    my    dearest   good    night. — The   Dutchess   of    Marlborough    is   much 
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displeasd  at  your  going  ;    I  am  to  live  with  her  while  I  stay.     I  believe  Harry 
cant  come  to  you,  because  his  regiment  is  upon  the  march  to  review,    . 

872.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  July  22,  1727. 

Altho'  I  heard  not  from  you  by  the  last  post,  yet 
I  think  you  should  know  from  me  how  ill  poor  Babb  is  of  what  Dr.  Clopton 
calls  an  ugly  bilious  feaver  ;  she  hath  been  blisterd  both  on  her  arms  fin- 
back, without  much  apparent  service  from  either ;  notwithstanding  which 
a  messenger  is  now  dispatchd  to  bring  more  to  be  applied  to  her  leggs, 
from  which  and  the  sudorifick  powders  I  perceive  he  expects  success  or 
from  nothing  ;  there  has  been  no  intermissions  to  throw  in  the  bark,  which 
hath  been  daily  watchd  both  by  the  Doctor  and  Alderman  Ray,  who  now 
says  she  is  much  better  than  he  hath  seen  her  lately.  Whatever  fate  may 
determine  of  her  &  her  sisty  Betty,  I  hope  I  am  perfectly  prepard  for 
&  resignd  to,  pitying  those  more  who  are  to  live  than  dye.     Bristol. 

873.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  July  24,  1727. 

Altho'  your  son  and  I  have  made  no  less  than  35 
visitts  at  Bury  to  day,  where  we  mett  with  so  universal  a  welcome  that,  had 
I  not  been  under  previous  engagements,  the  whole  Daverian  party  offerd  to 
choose  both  my  sons  rather  than  suffer  Collonel  Norton  to  come  in,  and 
that  I  never  was  half  so  fatigued  in  all  my  life,  yet  believing  you  would 
expect  to  hear  from  me  again  how  poor  Babb's  feaver  proceeds,  I  must 
needs  tell  you  it  still  continues  without  intermission,  and  but  short  re- 
missions. The  spirit  of  Wormwood  draughts  with  juice  of  limons  agree  so 
well  with  her,  &  the  sudorifick  powders  have  so  good  effect  lately,  that  the 
Doctor  &  apothecary  both  think  her  feaver  not  quite  so  high  to  day  as  it 
was  yesterday  ;  however,  her  spiritts  are  very  low,  &  her  condition  weak.* 
God's  will  be  done  with  me  and  mine.     Bristol. 

•  She  died  the  very  next  day,  July  25,  aged  19  years. — S.H.A.H, 
Vol.   III.  C 
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874.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Aug.  29,  1727. 

My  dear,  dearest  life,  I  had  great  hopes  of  seeing 
you  in  a  few  hours  after  this  coud  come  to  your  hands,  for  when  I  told  Mr. 
Mansel  last  night  that,  if  I  coud  be  of  any  service  or  satisfaction  to  him  or 
his  wife  by  my  stay,  I  woud  most  willingly  do  it,  otherwise  I  shoud  be  glad 
to  be  with  you,  who  I  had  left  a  good  deal  out  of  order  in  health  &  spiritts, 
&  said  all  that  I  thought  was  proper  for  you,  he  told  me  he  woud  not  have 
me  stay  by  any  means,  for  he  did  not  know  how  long  she  might  continue  in 
this  deplorable  condition  ;  but  this  morning  has  given  quite  another  turn  ; 
my  Lord  Hervey  was  sent  for  from  hence,  &  I  foUowd  soon  after,  for  they 
did  not  think  (as  Tom  told  me)  she  coud  live  an  hour,  &  indeed  I  beleive 
in  few  more  she  will  be  releasd  ;  she  cannot  now  swallow  any  thing,  and 
is  but  a  few  minutes  at  a  time  sensible  of  any  thing.  Mr.  Mansel  upon 
this  change  has  desird  me  not  to  go,  which  I  coud  not  refuse  him  ;  he  has 
been  so  careful  as  not  to  let  Lord  Hervey  or  my  selfe  see  her  face,  but  I 
have  seen  and  heard  enough  to  sink  me  to  death,  notwithstanding  the  most 
kind  and  affectionate  reception  I  met  with  at  Richmond,  (for  I  went  early 
in  the  morning  to  see  both  their  Majestyes  in  private,]  indeed  it  was  beyond 
expression,  and  they  have  granted  my  request  for  Tom  in  so  obliging  a 
manner  as  doubles  the  favour,  but  he  cannot  be  declard  till  the  rest  of  the 
family  is  fixd,  for  as  yet  none  have  kissd  hands  but  those  whose  elections 
made  it  necessary,  therefore  the  Queen  desird  me  not  to  speak  of  it ;  she 
said  she  only  told  me  because  she  saw  how  much  I  wanted  comfort ;  many 
complements!  have  to  you  also,  but  my  paper  will  not  hold  it,  for  I  am  going 
to  finish  this  at  the  house  of  mourning,  where  poor  Tom  is  one  of  the 
cheife^  so  much  that  I  am  very  uneasy  for  him,  tho'  he  is  very  happy  with 
his  preferment  being  what  he  wishd,  query  to  the  Queen  ;  but  till  the 
prints  tell  it  I  beg  you  will  not. — I  am  just  come  from  Mr.  Mansel,  who  is 
as  great  an  object  of  pitty  as  ever  I  beheld  ;   his  poor  wife  is  still  alive,  but 
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that  is  all ;  I  have  got  Lord  Hervey  home  ;  he  has  not  seen  her  since  ye 
morning.  I  beg  if  you  did  not  write  to  me  to  day  by  the  post,  let  somebody 
tell  me  how  you  do  by  the  stage  coach  on  Thursday,  for  my  spiritts  are  so 
oppressd,  I  have  a  thousand  irights  &  fears.  I  have  sent  to  Lord  Hervey, 
&  they  bring  me  word  he  is  sat  down  to  write  and  pritty  well  ;  but  poor 
Tom  gives  me  great  uneasiness,  he  is  so  extreamly  melanchoUy.  The  last 
bell  is  going,  &  I  can  say  no  more  but  bid  you  a  good  night.  God  for  ever 
bless  &.  prosper  my  dearest  life. 

875.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Aug.  30,  1727. 

Whoever  have  any  charity  left  for  the  miserable 
can  have  no  truer  concern  about  them  than  to  know  they  are  hastening  out 
of  this  world  ;  but  that  is  not  so  much  some  of  their  cases  as  they  naturally 
(with  submission  to  God's  superior  disposals)  wish.  Tho'  the  season  be 
more  sickly  than  ordinary,  I  have  hitherto  felt  but  little  of  it,  tho'  poor 
Jack's  ague  returns  notwithstanding  the  bark.  Lady  Gage  dyed  yesterday  ; 
Welch  Tom  is  following  her  apace,  &  now  I  cannot  help  hoping  Betty  is 
out  of  her  pain  too.  Do  not  forgett  wretched  Mr.  Phillips,  nor  me  to  the 
Dutchess  of  M,  of  whom  you  say  not  one  word.  This  is  all  at  your  desire ; 
I  gott  up  sooner  than  ordinary  to  tell  you. 

876.  To  Mrs.  Duncombe,  Ickworth,  Aug.  30,  1727. 

Altho'  themelancholly  account  your  letter  brought 
has  made  me  very  unfitt  for  writing,  yet  I  cannot  omitt  thanking  you  for 
the  trouble  you  gave  your  self,  which  my  son  Tom  might  well  have  spard 
you,  since  he  knew  I  had  not  only  desird  Mr.  Mansel  often  not  to  give  him- 
self the  additional  pain  of  describing  the  sad  and  hopeless  condition  of  his 
poor  wife,  but  had  injoynd  him  to  supply  that  mournfull  office.  Were  they 
not  so  throughly  happy  as  you  know  they  have  made  themselves  in  each 
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other,  the  thought  of  losing  an  other  child  out  of  such  a  world  as  I  know 
the  survivors  cant  pass  thro'  without  many  dangers  and  difficulties  to  grapple 
with,  coud  not  touch  me  so  nearly  as  I  find  the  present  case  hath  done, 
notwithstanding  I  never  forget  Cowley's  comfortable  cordiall  on  the  death 
of  her  great  and  good  uncle  Hervey. 

But  happj  thou  ta'ne  from  this  worthless  age. 

Where  nought  but  vice  and  malice  daily  rage; 

A  filter  time  for  Heaven  no  soul  e'er  chose, 

The  place  now  only  free  from  those. 

Thpre  'mong  the  blessd  thou  shalt  for  ever  shine, 

And  wheresoe'er  thou  cast'st  thy  view 

Upon  that  white  and  radiant  crew, 

Shan't  see  a  soul  cloathd  with  more  light  than  thine. 

As  I  steadfastly  believe  this  will  be  her  case,  ought  I  not  to  be  ashamd  of 
repineing  at  her  being  exalted  to  safety.  1  am,  dear  cousin,  in  all  con- 
ditions most  affectionately  yours,  Bristol. 

877'        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  London,  Aug.  31,  1727. 

I  beleive  my  dearest  life  will  be  almost  as  much 
surprizd  as  we  are  here,  when  I  tell  you  your  poor  daughter  still  breaths  ; 
I  cannot  say  she  is  alive,  because  her  right  arm  &  leg  are  both  dead.  She 
has  taken  no  notice  of  any  body  since  Tuesday  one  a  clock,  and  then  she 
desird  she  might  see  no  body  any  more ;  but  Mr.  Mansel  cant  be  prevaild 
upon,  but  will  go  in  once  or  twice  a  day,  tho'  she  takes  no  manner  of  notice 
of  him ;  yet  between  her  fitts  she  is  certainly  sensible,  because  she  calls  for 
what  she  wants  ;  but  I  beleive  the  opiates  which  she  takes  so  much  of  keeps 
her  from  feeling  so  much  as  those  about  her  do  ;  yet  Mr.  Mansel  seems 
now  quite  composd,  and  has  done  so  ever  since  that  severe  fitt  she  had  on 
Tuesday  night,  when  they  thought  her  dead.     Lord  Hervey  bears  it  very 
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much  better  than  I  thought  possible  for  him  to  do  ;  poor  Tom  is  by  much 
the  worst,  and  makes  me  very  uneasy  about  him,  so  that  I  have  not  one 
quiet  minute  at  either  house  ;  yet  they  tell  me  tis  barbarous  to  leave  her, 
so  I  chuse  to  be  rather  so  to  my  selfe  in  staying,  tho'  I  am  very  ill  able  to 
bear  so  melanchoUy  a  scituation.  I  believe  Mr.  Hansel's  desiring  me  to 
stay  was  to  mention  her  burying;  he  told  me  yesterday  that  tho'  she  had 
been  very  particular  to  him  in  every  thing  that  she  woud  have  done,  yet 
he  coud  never  get  her  to  say  where  she  woud  be  buryd  ;  therefore  if  you 
liked  it,  he  desird  it  might  be  at  Ickvvorth,  (which  I  find  by  another  hand 
was  proposd  by  Lord  Hervey  ;)  very  private  was  her  own  desire;  I  told  him 
whatever  he  likd  best  I  was  sure  I  coud  answer  woud  be  most  to  your  satis- 
faction, &  that  I  would  let  you  know  by  this  post,  because  it  woud  require 
some  time,  as  well  as  thought,  to  lind  a  place  fitt  for  her,  our  poor  family 
went  off  so  fast.  Mrs,  Kelsey  has  been  so  kind  to  come  to  Town  on  purpose 
to  keep  dear  Nan  company,  and  woud  ^^o  with  her  to  the  Bath  but  that  she 
is  big  with  child  ;  however,  she  has  invited  her  most  earnestly  to  stay  with 
her  in  the  country  till  Lord  Hervey  is  ready  to  go ;  I  have  consented  to  it, 
and  I  hope  you  will  approve  ot  it,  for  I  think  it  woud  be  terrible  to  carry 
her  back  to  receive  the  shock  of  another  sister's  burying.  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  by  Lord  Hervey  so  many  are  ill  at  Ickworth ;  Ned  has  brought  that 
feaver  with  him,  for  he  began  to  be  ill  the  night  he  came,  &  Talbot  complains 
to  day ;  I  hear  of  nothing  but  sickness  &  death  ;  pray  God  preserve  you 
from  all  harm  till  we  meet,  which  shall  be  the  first  minute  I  can  without 
disobliging  Mr.  Mansel,  for  I  have  learnt  by  Tom  that  he  thought  his  wife 
neglected  in  neither  of  us  coming  sooner,  but  I  have  said  every  thing 
proper  upon  that  subject,  &  he  is  very  well  satisfyed. 

Past  10  a  clock.  I  am  just  come  from  Soho,  &  have  only  time  to  tell 
you  poor  Betty  has  lain  quiet  all  this  afternoon  without  a  fitt,  but  I  fear 
tis  only  owing  to  the  great  quantity  she  has  taken  of  the  cordial  quieting 
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medicine  ;  but  if  she  getts  ease  anyway,  tis  all  that  can  be  hopd  for.*  Mrs. 
Duncombe  and  Mrs.  Murrey  are  there  from  morning  till  night.  Princess 
Amelia  has  been  ill  again,  but  is  better ;  Lady  Portland's  eldest  daughter, 
Lady  Sophia,  is  given  over. 

878.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Sept.  i,  1727. 

]Mr.  Mansel  may  be  sure,  since  he  would  not  have 

his  wife  buried  in  Wales,  that  her  virtuous  ashes  will  be  welcome  at  Ickworth, 

where  they  can  no  where  be  laid  in  better  company.     I  have  spent  part  of 

this  day  among  them   in  the  Church  to  consider  where  to  bestow  them,  & 

with  difficulty  have  found  out  a  place  in  the  Chancel  fitt  for  her.     As  to  the 

neglect  you  mention,   my  conscience  too  clear  of  any  such  taxation,  that 

after  staying  above  three  months  longer  in  Town  upon  her  account  than 

either    my  health  or  family   affairs  would  well  allow  of,   &  seeing  the  little 

signification  I  was  of  in  all  that  time,   and   having  desird  of  Mr.  Mansel, 

before  I  did  leave  her,  to  say  if  my  longer  stay  coud  be  of  the  least  service 

to  her  or  him,   and  he  assuring  me  it  coud  not,  &  seeming   rather  desirous 

I  should  take  some   care  of  my  selfe  ;    I  say  after  all  this,  if  other  people 

think  I  have  not  fulfilld  my  duty,  I  shall  be  easy  under  their  mistake.     As 

to  dear  Nan,  I    can  by  no   means  approve  the  consent  you  say  you  have 

given  to  her  going  into  the  country  with  Mrs.  Kelsey  till  Lord  Hervey  is 

ready  to  go  to  Bath  ;   for  till  then  can  she  be  any  where  so  safe  and  well  as 

under  your  eye  &   my  roof;    neither  can  I  comprehend  the  conclusion  you 

draw  to  be  just  by  saying  twill  be  terrible  to  carry  her  back  to  bear  the 

shock  of  another  sister's  burial  ;    for  sure  that  coud  not  be  necessary,  when 

by  so  doing  she  must  have  sacrificed  her  own  health  &  lost  the  cheif  season 

for  establishing  of  it  at  Bath,  towards  which  she  was  so  farr  onward  of  her 

*  She  lingered  on  till  Sept.  3.     For  her  epitaph  see  Ickworth  Registers,  p.  74.     S.H.A.H. 
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way ;  neither  will  I  imagine  that  her  brother  will  think  it  needful  to 
accompany  the  corps  hither.  Having  got  cold  I  have  pains  in  my  back  & 
head  ;  but  how  light  and  insensible  are  those  in  comparison  of  those  of  the 
heart ;    time  will  put  an  end  to  both. 

879.        To  Mr.  Mansel.  Ickworth,  Sept.  18,  1727. 

Dear  Son 

Had  I  not  experiencd  the  utter  uselessness  of  all 
prescriptions  to  patients  under  your  present  pressures,  I  would  ere  this 
have  tryed  to  comfort  you  with  the  common  cordials  administerd  on  such 
occasions.  But  alass  !  I  know  too  well  how  vain  and  insignificant  all 
manner  of  medicines  mustprove,  where  ye  disease  proceeds  from  a  loss  like 
yours,  justly  to  be  deemd  irreparable.  You  see  how  unfitt  I  am  to  touch  this 
sad  subject ;  therfore  till  we  are  both  better  able  to  bear  it,  lett  me  break  off 
with  assuring  you  no  accident  can  make  me  less  than  I  have  ever  been  your 
most  affectionate  freind  &  servant,  Bristol. 

£80.        To  Lady  Ann  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Sept.  20,  1727. 

My  dearest  daughter  Ann 

Your  being  so  perfectly  well  in  your  health  as  you 
describe  was  one  of  the  most  reviving  cordials  you  could  contrive  to  send 
me  after  the  dispiriting  loss  of  two  such  children,  whom  next  to  your  self 
you  know  I  lovd  and  valued  as  they  deserved  ;  whose  deaths,  however, 
I  must  take  heed  not  to  regrett  offensively,  as  sorrowing  without  hope,  lest 
a  worse  thing  happens  to  me.  Since  Mrs.  Kelsall's  kindness  has  made 
such  deep  impression  as  to  make  you  acknowledg  (and  to  me  too)  that  you 
were  never  better  pleasd  any  where  in  all  your  life,  I  know  not  how  to 
thank  her  so  heartily  and  sincerely  as  I  ought  for  all  her  favours  and 
freindship  towards  you,  well  imagining  by  the  agreeable  pattern  I  saw  of 
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her  at  Bath  that  she  is  but  too  capable  of  ingrossing  your  heart,  wherein 
I  would  have  the  chiefest  share  till  we  must  all  surrender  it  to  a  more 
intimate  relation.  In  the  meantime,  being  thus  allarmd  by  so  powerful! 
a  corrival,  how  can  you  hope  to  gett  my  leave  to  stay  where  every  hour  she'd 
be  gaining  what  I  v/ould  not,  should  not,  lose.  Yet  as  I  find  twill  please 
you,  whatever  does  so  can  never  be  denyed  by  your  most  affectionate  father 
&  oldest  best  friend,  Bristol, 

881.        To  Lord  Hervey  on  Betty  Mansel's  death. 

Dear  Son  Ickworth,  Sept.  30,  1727. 

The  melancholly  dispairing  strain  your  two 
last  letters  run  in  made  me  as  uncapable  of  administring  as  I  found  you 
of  receiving  any  comfort  from  mine,  and  therefore  I  resolved  not  to  touch 
so  green  &  deep  a  wound  as  you  described  till  at  least  ye  first  anguish  of 
it  was  so  far  abated  as  to  admit  of  ye  application  of  that  sole  salve  which 
can  alleviate  our  sharpest  pains,  I  mean  submission  to  ye  will  of  God,  a 
recipe  which  thro  his  grace  I  have  constantly  prescribed  &  practisd  with 
sovereign  success  upon  my  own  mind  when  desperately  oppressd  with  the 
heavyest  misfortunes  humane  nature  is  capable  of  sustaining  ;  and  as  long 
as  yours  are  not  of  that  black  complexion,  you  ought  to  adore  rather  than 
accuse  his  providence  for  bereaving  you  only  of  a  second-rate  treasure,  when 
his  goodness  hath  yet  spared  your  wife  and  all  your  hopefull  children. 
Take  heed  then  you  forfeit  not  those  superiour  blessings  which  remain  by 
too  immoderately,  &  so  ungratefully,  regretting  that  which  he  hath  thought 
fitt  to  remove  from  a  scene  of  vice  &  vanity  (which  her  honest  soul  must 
have  long  abhorred)  to  the  fruition  of  all  those  divine  perfections  she  so 
closely  coppied  after.  As  to  my  self,  tho'  I  have  borne  a  most 
sensible  share  in  our  common  loss,  yet  I  can  never  make  my  self 
so  compleatly    wretched   as   to   think  ye   cheif    ornament   of    my   family 
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gone,  as  long  as  God  vouchsafes  to  spare  your  more  valuable  life ;  & 
therefore  to  make  ye  short  remainder  of  mine  more  easy,  take  all  ye  care 
you  can  (for  my  sake)  of  your  own,  &  sorrow  not  as  tho'  you  had  not  full  as 
good  and  faithfuU  a  friend  left  (as  you  have  lately  lost)  in  your  most 
affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

882.  To  Colonel  Norton.  Ickworth,  Oct.  20,  1727. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Freeston's  death  being  thrown 
(as  I  suspect)  out  of  the  enemy's  quiver  in  order  to  see  what  uneasyness  it 
might  create  between  Mr.  Butts  and  Mr.  Macro,  my  opinion  and  resolution 
is  not  to  gratify  the  authors  of  it  by  opening  my  self  any  further  at  present 
than  to  say  that  if  the  living  were  void,  (which  I  find  at  last  it  is  not,)  as 
my  wife  has  desired  it  for  her  son  Charles,  because  it  lyes  so  near  Playford, 
nobody  will  have  just  reason  to  take  it  ill  if  she  should  be  indulgd  in  so 
naturall  a  request  by.  Sir,  etc. 

883.  To  ye  Right  Reverend  that  would  be,  &  ye  wrongly  ungrateful 

that  must  be,  Ralph  Macro.  Ickworth,  Oct.  21,  1727. 

The  reception  I  gave  your  father  &  you  yesterday 
having  been  to  ye  best  of  my  poor  skill  in  breeding  both  kind  &  civil,  before 
I  can  make  any  proper  answer  to  your  father's  unexpected  letter  (a  true 
copy  wherof  is  above  written),  I  must  beg  (as  ye  last  favour,  perhaps,  I  may 
ever  trouble  you  with  too)  that  you  would  lett  me  know  whether  ye  same 
was  sent  with  your  privity  &  consent  to  one  who  has  been  more  your  friend 
than  I  find  your  father  seems  to  know  of,  or  loath  to  acknowledg.     Bristol. 

884.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Oct.  28,  1727. 

Dear  Son 

If  your  mind  has  not  sufferd  under  a  more  in- 
curable distemper  than  you  have   thought  fitt  to  discover,  know   &  rest 

Vol.   III.  D 
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assurd  that  ye  opinion  I  have  long  had  of  your  duty,  affection  &  meritt  of 
all  kinds  would  have  effectually  securd  you  from  any  prejudice  ye  most 
artful  insinuations  could  have  done  you,  even  tho'  ye  fallen  angel  had  kept 
its  station ;  &  of  this  truth  I  am  so  throughly  confident,  that  you  ought  to 
ask  pardon  of  my  judgment  as  well  as  justice  for  doubting  of  either  or 
giving  your  self  one  moment's  uneasyness  about  ye  state  of  my  heart 
towards  you;  and  having  said  this  I  may  leave  you  to  answer  your  own 
question. — Ai-je  done  tort  de  m'en  allarraer?  And  as  to  ye  second  branch 
of  your  disquiet,  should  other  friends  only  give  you  ye  pleasure  of  thinking 
they  are  so  without  finding  any  fruit  from  their  professions,  &  should  ye 
solemn  promises  which  have  been  made  by  those  of  a  superior  order  faile 
me  too,  yet  as  long  as  it  shall  be  in  my  power  to  supply  the  defects  of  both, 
you  may  alwaies  depend  upon  such  assistance  from  me  as  you  or  yours  may 
stand  in  need  of. — The  post  was  going,  so  caetera  desunt. 

885-        To  Mr.  Henry  Barrell.  Ickworth  near  Bury  in  Suffolk. 

Dec.  2,  1727, 

It  seeming  to  me  so  short  a  time  since  the 
payment  of  my  last  fine,  I  should  never  have  thought  it  come  again  in  course 
to  renew  my  lease,  had  I  not  receivd  yours  of  the  28th  past,  for  which  I  am 
obligd  to  you,  and  shall  think  my  self  more  so,  if  you  will  apply  to  Mr.  Dean 
(with  my  service]  and  acquaint  him  that  having  been  intirely  satisfyd  with 
your  share  in  the  last  transaction  between  us,  I  have  impowrd  you  to  treat 
with  him  and  the  Chapter  for  a  renewall,  hopeing  they  will  not  use  me  so 
hardly  as  formerly.  My  last  lease  being  in  my  library  at  London  cannot  be 
come  at  till  I  gett  thither,  which  will  not  be  till  the  meeting  of  the  Par- 
liament, so  that  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  )'0u  to  gett  the  want  of  that 
supplyd  by  the  other  part,  which  was  executed  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  by 
their  &  your  freind  &  servant,  Bristol. 
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886.  To  Mr.  Discipline,  ye  Alderman  of  Bury. 

The  approbation  my  son's  first  speech*  in  Par- 
liament mett  with  from  those  who  heard  it  could  not  compleat  my  satisfaction 
in  his  success  without  knowing  it  equally  pleasd  his  constituents  also.  I 
must  own,  considering  ye  present  nice  conjuncture  of  affaires  abroad  & 
that  it  was  his  maiden  essay,  being  under  both  those  disadvantages,  I 
wonder  it  was  not  worse.  If  there  was  any  beauty  in  it,  it  is  you  who  have 
pointed  it  out  in  remarking  that  nothing  was  slavish  or  dependent, 
nothing  unworthy  ye  patriot  himself,  &  wherat  no  body  coud  more  rejoyce 
than  his  consenting  father  &  your  most  obligd  friend  &  servant. 

887.  To  Lord  Chancelour  King.  Ickworth,  Aug.  14,  1728. 

The  Rectory  of  Langham  being  once  more 
vacant,  your  Lordship's  usual  goodness  would  easily  forgive  the  trouble  I 
give  you  again  on  Mr.  Burch  ye  bearer's  behalf,  did  your  Lordship  know 
ye  meritts  of  the  man  as  well  as  we  his  neighbours  do.  He  was  a 
candidate  for  it  when  your  Lordship  had  engagd  it  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton  ; 
I  then  assurd  your  Lordship  of  this  gentleman's  being  throughly  well 
affected  to  our  present  happy  settlement  both  in  Church  and  State,  and 
that  he  would  prove  an  useful!  man  in  his  station,  well  deserving  that 
favour  of  your  Lordship  to  which  he  is  now  again  humbly  &  earnestly 
recommended  by,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obligd  &  most  obedient 
servant. 

888.  To  Mr.  Kelsall.  Oct.  13,  1728. 

If  it  were  possible  for  me  to  find  out  a  more 
effectual  or  agreeable  way  of  thanking  you  than  by  ye  good  news  of  dear 

*  This  letter  is  not  dated  ;   but  Loid  Hervey's  first  speech  seems  to  have  been  in  Jan.  1728,  when 
he  moved  the  address  in  the  House  of  Commons.     See  Lord  H's  Memoirs  I,  xxvi. — S.H.A.H. 
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Nann  her  daily  recovering,  it  would  be  fully  due  to  you  for  ye  very  kind  & 
early  care  you  took  in  sending  us  Dr.  Holling's  farther  advice  for  her  ;  but 
as  Mr.  Rays  pills  with  ye  blisters  I  persuaded  her  to  apply  have  hourly 
gaind  ground  on  her  distemper,  even  to  a  most  surprising  degree  of  alteration 
for  ye  time,  we  cannot  think  of  varying  the  present  method  she  is  in,  tho' 
at  ye  same  time  we  pay  the  utmost  deference  to  his  prescriptions,  which  we 
shall  keep  as  a  reserve  in  case  of  any  relapse,  which  God  forbid. — After  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  Mrs.  Kelsall  (to  whom  we  are  all  sincere  servants) 
arrivd  in  safety,  I  have  nothing  more  to  wish  but  that  she  may  pass  thro' 
all  her  other  travells  as  if  no  curse  had  been  annexd  to  them,  being  with 
great  truth  her  &  your  etc. 

889.        To  Sir  William  Spring.  Ickworth,  Oct.  22,  1728. 

Upon  ye  death  of  Sir  William  Gage  I  acquainted 
Mr.  Folks  with  a  note  for  ;^i50,  which  was  due  to  me  from  him.  He  told 
me  Lady  Gage  was  his  executrix,  who  had  declard  she  woud  pay  his  debts. 
Her  ladyship  dying  before  I  thought  it  decent  to  trouble  her  with  a  demand 
of  that  nature,  forces  me  now  to  apply  my  self  to  you  to  know  from  whom  I 
am  to  expect  payment.  If  ye  principal  be  dischargd  without  trouble,  none 
of  ye  interest  money  due  upon  it  will  in  that  case  be  insisted  on  by.  Sir, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

890-        To  theRevd.  Mr.  John  Beck  at  WorlingworthnearFramlingham. 

Ickworth,  Dec.  20,  1728. 

I  have  been  detaind  here  longer  than  I  allovvd 
for  by  the  sickness  of  my  daughter  Ann,  one  whom  I  ever  sett  so  just  a  value 
upon  as  woud  not  suffer  me  to  think  of  leaving  her  behind  me,  &  am 
therefore  still  waiting  with  due  resignation  to  God  Almighty's  wonted 
goodness  towards  me  &  mine  for  ye  happy  crisis  of  her  distemper;   when 
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that  is  over  I  shall  repair  to  London,  where  when  arrived  you  may  promise 
your  self  all  possible  assistance  in  ye  affair  you  recommend  to  my  care,  the 
late  instance  of  your  gratitude  for  past  trifles  (even  by  me  forgotten  till  that 
reminded  me  of  them)  having  anew  intituled  you  to  ye  farther  services  of, 
Sir,  your  faithfull  friend,  Bristol. 

891.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  London,  Jan.  7,  1728/g. 

The  miserable  setting  out  which  I  had  both  in 
body  and  mind  still  continues  its  wretched  course  ;  my  three  days  journey 
was  supported  by  as  many  doses  of  laudanum,  the  strength  ol  which 
inabled  me  to  go  to  Court  yesterday  morning,  where  I  was  most  graciously 
receivd  and  you  very  kindly  enquird  after.  I  introducd  Lady  Hervey  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  most  agreeable  young  man  that  is  possible 
to  imagine,  without  being  the  least  handsome,  his  person  little  but  very 
well  made  and  genteel,  a  livelyness  in  his  eyes  that  is  undiscribable,  and 
the  most  obliging  address  that  can  be  conceivd  ;  but  the  crown  of  all  his 
perfections  is  that  just  duty  &  regard  he  pays  to  the  King  &  Queen,  with 
such  a  mixture  of  affection  as  if  obliging  them  were  the  greatest  pleasure 
of  his  life,  and  they  receive  it  with  the  utmost  joy  &  satisfaction,  and  the 
father's  fondness  seems  to  equal  the  tenderness  of  the  mother,  so  that  I 
beleive  the  world  never  producd  a  Royal  family  so  happy  in  one  another  ; 
pray  God  long  continue  it.  I  thought  to  have  told  you  this  and  a  great  deal 
more  by  the  coach,  which  sett  out  this  morning  at  lour  o'clock,  therefore 
excusd  my  selfe  from  hazzard  at  night  to  have  the  evening  for  that  purpose  ; 
but  as  I  was  satt  in  my  great  chair  I  receivd  a  letter  with  a  request  from 
the  Princess  Amelia  to  come  and  receive  fifty  pounds  of  her  money  for  a 
share  with  me  at  hazzard,  and  that  I  must  play ;  I  thought  it  woud  not  be 
civil  to  refuse  her,  besides  the  inclination  one  cant  but  have  to  do  whatever 
she  desires ;    therefore  I  sent  to  my  old  allye,   Lord  Godolphin,  &  the  Duke 
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of  Grafton,  who  both  offerd  their  purses.  We  four  lost  thirty  pounds  a 
peice,  the  King  lost  all  his,  the  Queen  part  of  hers,  the  Prince  lost  two 
hundred  pounds  after  having  won  double  that  sum,  but  the  winning  & 
loosing  was  with  an  equal  good  air,  throwing  at  all,  the  Princess  Royal  won 
four  hundred  sixty  lour  pounds,  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough  had  lost  ^500 
and  rose  a  winner  of  £29'^  5  ^^^  which  she  gott  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  who 
lost  ^800,  the  other  three  men  I  can  tell  no  particulars  of;  they  were  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk,  Lord  William  Manners  &  Lord  Ashburnham  ;  but  I  must 
return  to  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough,  who's  spirits  were  beyond  anything 
I  ever  saw  for  the  whole  time,  tho'  she  was  forcd  to  be  carried  to  the  table 
in  a  chair,  k  fixd  there  before  the  King  and  Queen  came ;  after  this  had 
company  to  sup,  and  sat  up  till  between  3  &  4  this  morning  ;  I  own  I 
envy  her  constitution  more  than  her  money,  for  it  fard  very  different  with 
me,  tor  I  have  had  a  most  violent  fitt  of  gravel,  and  am  now  scarce  able  to 
hold  up  my  head,  not  having  had  one  hour's  rest.  I  have  twenty  things 
more  to  say,  if  I  coud  sitt  a  moment  longer  for  pain  &  trembling.  The 
King  told  me  Lord  Hervey  was  at  Rome,  but  Lady  Hervey  has  not  had  a 
letter.  The  Parliament  sitts  this  day  fortnight  for  certain.  Good  night,  my 
dear. 

892.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  London,  Jan.  9,  1728/9. 

I  was  very  much  disapointed  yesterday  by  not 
receiving  a  letter  from  you;  indeed  my  present  circumstances  both  in  body 
and  mind  makes  me  incapable  of  tasting  any  pleasure  in  life  but  what 
comes  from  you;  and  any  mark  of  your  kindness  is  all  the  joy  that's  left 
me,  the  reverse  of  which  is  a  terrible  weight  to  my  poor  sinking  spiritts, 
which  are  much  lower  than  ever  I  had  them,  which  by  fitts  gives  me  such 
violent  tremblings,  even  worse  than  those  you  saw  me  have  at  getting  out 
of  my  bed  at  Ickworth  ;   all  my  complaints  together  have  confind  me  to  a 
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very  melancholly  house  this  two  days.  George  (who  is  grown  fatt  and 
looks  better  than  ever  1  saw  him)  dind  tate  a  tate  with  me  yesterday  upon 
a  bread  pudding  &  a  fowl  roasted  by  Mrs.  Benny  upon  a  pack  thread  (the 
jack  being  disabled),  and  the  wine  that  was  left  which  I  brought  with  me, 
there  being  but  one  bottle  in  the  cellar ;  this  is  my  state  as  to  diet  ;  the 
next  is  to  firing  ;  wood  there  is  none  ;  therefore  beg  I  may  know  by  the 
next  post  where  and  how  it  is  to  be  bought,  for  I  dare  not  sitt  any  more 
in  ye  dining-room  till  the  hearth  is  new  laid,  for  the  stones  are  so  broke  & 
several  holes  so  large  that  if  the  fire  falls  into  any  of  them  it  must  burn  the 
house;  whether  you  woud  have  it  laid  with  stone  as  before  or  have  a  steel 
hearth,  (which  I  think  is  both  safer  and  more  lasting,)  I  leave  to  your  di- 
rections. Harry's  chimney  cant  have  a  fire  till  tis  mended,  for  the  tiles  are 
almost  all  taken  down,  as  Betty  the  housemaid  told  Mrs.  Benny,  by 
Mathews's  order,  for  what  purpose  I  neither  know  nor  can  guess.  When 
you  let  me  know  what  I  am  to  do  with  these  affairs,  I  hope  you  will  also 
tell  me  what  brewer  I  shall  send  to,  for  no  drink  is  tolerable  under  ten  days 
or  a  fortnight,  and  I  hope  to  see  you  before  that  time,  &  dear  Nan  with 
you,  for  by  the  account  Harry  gives  of  her  the  Doctor  thinks  she  may  be 
very  well  able  to  venter ;  and  tho'  she  shoud  faint  at  her  going  in  and 
coming  out  of  the  coach,  it  woud  be  of  no  consequence,  and  if  you  have 
prevaild  with  her  to  change  her  way  of  living,  her  strength  will  increase 
daily.  The  whole  world  is  ready  to  pull  China  to  peices  for  so  many 
miserable  creatures  that  he  has  brought  to  death's  door.  Mrs.  Meggett 
is  a  particular  instance  ot  it;  I  never  saw  any  body  so  alterd  in  my  life  ; 
she  says  she  beleives,  had  she  continud  a  month  longer  in  ye  diett,  she  must 
have  dyd. — Lady  Hervey  sends  me  word  she  has  had  a  letter  from  her  lord 
at  Rome;  he  is  very  well,  but  poor  Mr.  Fox  is  extreamly  ill.  If  I  had  any 
news,  I  beleive  I  coud  not  be  able  to  write  it,  my  hand  trembles  so,  but  I 
supply  it  with  this  book  recommended  by  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough.     I 
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hope  you  will  easily  put  it  together,  tho'  I  was  forcd  to  divide  it  into  so 
many  parcells.  Pray  God  send  you  a  better  journey  than  we  had,  which  I 
suppose  the  coachman  has  given  you  an  account  off;  but  as  the  horses 
all  went  well  from  hence,  so  I  hope  they  gott  safe  home,  that  they  nor 
nothing  else  may  hinder  your  coming  soon.  If  you  can  avoid  it,  pray  dont 
lye  at  Chesterford,  for  the  beds  are  never  aird  besides  other  impertenances. 
Harloe  is  much  the  best  on  the  road  ;  thank  Harry  for  his  letter,  but  tis  not 
possible  for  me  to  write  more,  as  you  may  see.  We  pay  but  26  shillings  a 
firkin  for  the  very  best  soap,  and  641b  in  a  firkin  ;    see  how  Bury  imposes. 

893.  To  Doctor  Burton.  Ickworth,  Jan.  10,  1728/9. 

I  think  my  self  much  obliged  to  you  for  ye  favour 
of  yours  of  ye  7th  instant,  every  word  whereof  I  read  over  to  my  daughter 
Ann,  except  those  few  relateing  to  Mr.  Raye,  who  by  ye  daily  progress  of 
her  amendment  I  conclude  hath  done  his  duty ;  after  a  repetition  of  it  I 
askd  her  what  answer  she  woud  have  sent  to  it,  which,  when  she  had 
paused  even  longer  than  usual,  was  that  as  your  medicines  had  wrought  a 
sort  of  miracle  in  her  recovery,  (she  having  walkd  up  &  down  stairs  without 
help,  &  thinks  of  taking  ye  air  to  morrow  in  ye  coach,)  she  dares  not  think 
of  changing  any  thing  in  her  present  method,  least  some  relapse  or  check 
shoud  happen  by  such  alteration.  This  being  her  present  sense  of  ye 
matter,  we  must  wait  some  future  opportunity  (if  necessary)  to  perswadeher 
out  of  ye  Cheyne  diet.  In  ye  mean  time  let  me  take  this  occasion  of  re- 
newing my  acknowledgements  for  your  past  successfull  services,  &  to  assure 
you  of  my  being  with  all  just  esteem  your  humble  servant,   Bristol. 

894.  To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lady  Hervey.  Jan.  10,  1728/9. 

Dear  Daughter 

Your  conclusion  might  have  proved  as  justly 
drawn  as  all  those  you  usually  make,  had  it  not  been  founded  on  such 
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precarious  premisses  as  ye  supposed  duty  of  a  lady  newly  arrived  at  Court, 
(a  place  where  absent  husbands,  tho'  never  so  deserving,  are  seldom  thought 
of,  unless  by  such  as  think  as  you  can  do  ;)  but  as  you  naturally  referrd  me 
for  a  particular  account  of  what  passed  there,  as  well  as  on  ye  road,  to 
Lady  Bristol,  I  have  not  yet  heard  one  sillable  of  either ;  how  meritorious 
was  it  then  in  you,  amidst  the  double  hurrys  of  a  drawing-room  &  those 
other  affairs  of  consequence  which  calld  you  from  us,  to  find  time  to  write 
to  Nann  (who  mends  apace)  as  well  as  me  by  ye  very  next  post  after  your 
arrival.  Such  goodness  ought  not  (according  to  my  orthodox  theology]  to 
have  failed  of  less  rewards  than  you  met  with  of  knowing  from  ye  King 
that  your  invaluable  husband  was  well  at  Rome,  &  seeing  your  non-pareil 
son  George  was  perfectly  so  at  London  ;  his  compliments  to  me  (as  you 
describe  them)  were  so  sensible  &  pertinent  that  I  had  best  desire  the  same 
relatrix  to  return  them  for  me.  I  am  much  obligd  to  you  for  ye  nosegay 
you  sent  me  ;  all  that  I  can  pick  out  of  that  or  ye  bitter  collections  I've 
receivd  from  other  hands  is  that  our  affairs  both  forreign  &  domestick  seem 
to  my  smell  (as  my  son  Harry,  a  punster,  woud  say)  in  a  ruefull  condition. 
But  as  I  know  this  topick  is  disagreeable  to  you,  it  shall  not  be  further 
enlarged  on  by  your  most  affectionate  father  &  faithfull  friend,  Bristol. 

I  beg  my  sincere  service  to  Mrs.  Lepell ;  I  hope  she  knows,  as  well  as 
George,  that  twas  not  my  fault  she  did  not  spend  ye  autumn  with  us  here, 
as  I  more  than  once  desired. 

895.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.         Ickworth,  Jan.  ii,  1728/9. 

Had  it  not  been  for  a  letter  I  receivd  from  Lady 
Hervey  by  Wednesday's  post,  I  could  have  known  nothing  of  her  or  you 
(but  by  the  coachman)  till  this  moment,  when  both  yours  of  the  7th  &  9th 
instant  arrivd  together,  so  know  not  how  you  could  find  any  disappointment 
not  hearing  sooner  than  this  from  me.    You  have  long  known  how  constant 

Vol.  III.        E 
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and  how  zealous  a  friend  &  well-wisher  I  have  ever  been  without  interruption 
or  abatement  for  the  Protestant  succession,  and  to  every  man  &  measure 
which  helpd  to  establish  &  confirm  it  in  ye  present  Royal  family  ;    &  there- 
fore rightly  judge   no  news  can  be  more   welcome  to  me   than  the  fine 
character  you  sent  me  of  his  Royal  Highness,    &  of  the  present  amiable 
harmony  subsisting  between  him  &  his  Royal  parents.     May  neither  time 
or  accident  ever  happen  to  diminish  it,  shall  be  my  prayer,  the  almost  only 
means  remaining  to  me  of  doing  them  any  more  service.     Should  any  such 
future  occasion   offer   it    selfe,    they    shall   find   me   unalterably   bent   on 
pursuing  what  my  weak  understanding  suggests  is  best  for  their  &  their 
people's  true  interests,  even  tho'  (as  formerly)  to  the  destruction  of  my  own. 
The  best  return  I  can  make  you  for  the  agreeable  description  you  made  me 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  Royal  family  will  be  to  tell  you  that  no  incon- 
siderable branch    of  our   own  is  like  to    flourish  again    more  than  ever, 
according  to  that  resignd  acquiescence  with  which  you  know  I  implicitly 
left  her  when  in  her  most  hopeless  condition ;    she  hath  been  in  both  the 
nurseries  even  without  help  down  &  up  the  stairs  between  her  room  &  them, 
and  purposes  to  morrow  to  take  the  air  about  the  Park  in   the  coach  ;    her 
reason  for  going  to  the  farther  nursery  was  to  visitt  poor  Squire,  who  in 
walking  Bury  streets  in  the  frosty  weather  to  buy  cloth  for  Felle's  shirts  fell 
down,  and  as  Malfongrat  says  (tho'  I  dont  beleive  it)  in  trying  to  save  her 
selfe  broke  the  bone  of  her  right  arm  above  ye  wrist ;    but  she  was  well 
enough  to  come  home  in  the  chair  next  day,  &  hath  been  so  well  since  that 
I  beleive  twill  prove  at  last  a  dislocation  only. — Huff  in  Channel  Row  will 
furnish  you  with  wood,  and  Chilwell  the  potter,  next  to  the   turnpike  near 
Vaux-hall,  Lambeth,  will  help  you  to  tiles  for  the  chimneys  at  five  farthings 
a  peice,  as  I  gave  him  for  the  cold-bath  ones  ;   the  dining  room  hearth  need 
only  to  be  new  laid.     You  had  best  go  to  Storrey,  our  old  brewer,  again, 
since  he  says  that  our  new  one  it  seems  is  only  what  they  call  a  firkin-man. 
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Si.  does  not  brew  himselfe,  so  no  wonder  we  have  been  servd  no  better  by 
him. — The  fine  Ickworth  mare,  which  I  had  just  gott  sound  after  her  being 
dog-lame  in  carrying  the  Doctor  to  London,  is  come  down  worse  lamd  than 
ever  ol  a  new  limb,  which  is  most  sorely  cutt  by  hanging  in  a  deep  frosted 
rout,  Si.  could  not  be  disengagd  out  of  it  but  by  a  pick-axe.  O  rare  waiting 
jobbs.  Adieu.  I  thank  you  for  your  books.  Let  me  know  what  imper- 
tinences you  hint  at  at  Chesterford,  that  being  the  best  division  of  the 
journey  whenever  Nan  or  I  are  able. 

896,        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  London,  Jan.  14,  1728/9. 

How  it  was  possible  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant 

coud  fail  of  coming  safe  to  your  hands  I  cannot  conceive,  for  James  assures 

me  he  gave  a  penny  with  it,  and  saw  it  put  into  a  bagg  with  many  others  ; 

therefore   I  believe  the  fault  lay  at  Bury ;    but  however  it  was,  I  coud  not 

be  glad  to  find  I  owd   the  mortification  of  not  hearing  from  you  sooner  to 

that  rather  than  any  other  cause  ;    for  indeed  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  bear 

disappointments,    being  not  the  least  better  .  ,  .  .  ,  and  yesterday,  when  I 

enterd  upon  my  waiting,  I  was  forcd  to  come  home  and  lye  upon  my  couch 

from  the  morning  Drawing-room  to  the  night's,  and  from  that  to  a  dose  of 

laudanum,  before  I  coud   rest  in  my  bed  ;    thus  I  conclude  I  shall  pass  the 

week  if  you  dont  come  to   comfort  me,  which  I  was  in  hopes  to  hear  of 

yesterday,  but  depend  upon  to  morrow  ;    in  the  mean  time  I  am  getting  the 

house  in  the  best  order  I  can  to  receive  you,  tho'  it  is  now  much  otherwise, 

a  great  part  of  the  roof  of  the  stables  being  come  down,  but  the  bricklayer 

has  promisd  what  is  immediately  necessary  (for  I  woud  venter  no  farther) 

shall  be  done  by  Thursday  or  Friday  ;    it  fell  on   Saturday  night  after  I 

wrote  my  letter,  else  you  had  known  it  then  ;    it  was  very  luckly  to  have  a 

thaw  for  the  work  we  have  to  do,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  make  the  roads  the 

worse  for  your  journey,  at  least  it  cannot  be  more  so  for  the  poor  horses 

than  the  ice;    I  believe  when  the  coachman  and  I  come  to  compare  notes, 
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the  damage  will  be  found  in  the  going  back  rather  than  the  coming  hither. 
The  impertinence  I  mentiond  at  the  inn  at  Chesterford  was  dressing  several 
things  without  any  order,  and  by  that  means  made  a  most  extortionate  bill, 
and  the  beds  wanted  many  hours  airing,  tho'  I  sent  so  long  beforehand. 
For  God's  sake,  if  you  are  under  a  necessity  of  lying  there,  let  the  beds  be 
laid  before  the  fire,  let  them  say  what  they  will  of  their  not  wanting  it,  (for 
that  they  pretended  to  us,)  for  tis  as  much  as  yours  &  dear  Nann's  lifes  are 
worth  to  take  them  as  they  are.  The  wonderful  alteration  you  describe  in 
her  gives  me  almost  as  much  surprize  as  joy,  and  I  hope  neither  she  nor 
we  shall  ever  forgett  to  thank  God  for  it.  The  King  &  Queen  enquire  after 
her  almost  every  day,  and  all  her  friends  are  impatient  to  see  her.  I  cant 
tell  you  a  word  of  news,  for  nothing  has  been  talkd  of  this  week  but  my 
Lord  Tankervill's  ball  &  the  fine  entertainment  he  gives  the  Prince  to  night ; 
the  Square  is  now  full  of  mobb,  &  he  has  had  above  lOO  workmen  this 
fortnight  to  finish  and  furnish  his  house  for  this  great  occasion  ;  tho'  I  had 
not  the  honour  to  be  invited  by  his  lordship,  I  was  by  the  Prince,  whose 
particularityes  to  me  are  so  great  that  Grantham  told  him  to  day  he  must 
not  think  to  behave  so  when  my  Lord  Bristol  came  to  Town  ;  but  he  said 
he  felt  an  inclination  for  me  the  first  hour  of  our  acquaintance.  This,  after 
the  account  I  gave  you  of  him,  woud  look  like  sympathy  if  my  heart  were 
not  at  so  great  a  distance  from  this  wretched  lump  of  clay  that  inhabitts 
in  St.  James's  Square  ;  pray  give  it  a  new  life  as  soon  as  you  can. — I  have 
tryd  several  pens,  but  cant  gett  none  to  write,  besides  a  trembling  hand 
which  I  cant  get  the  better  off,  so  that  I  fear  this  will  be  as  difficult  for  you 
to  read  as  me  to  write.  I  send  you  these  poems  in  hopes  they  may  divert 
you  ;    the  satyr  is  thought  to  be  prittily  wrote. 

897.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  London,  Jan.  i6,  1728/9. 

Being  come  home  (according  to  custom)  for  the 
refreshment  of  my  couch  &  the  post,  I  have  just  receivd  a  letter  from 
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Harriott  (only),  which  gives  me  still  new  and  surprizing  accounts  of  dear 
Nann's  recovery,  which  I  cant  but  greatly  rejoyce  at  in  the  midst  of  my 
own  sufferings,  which  continue  to  a  great  degree,  and  was  so  visible  to  day 
at  Court  that  Lady  Hartford  took  so  much  compassion  of  my  condition  that 
she  told  me  (if  I  continud  so  bad)  she  woud  wait  for  me  on  Sunday  at 
dinner,  which  is  indeed  (tho'  a  most  glorious  sight)  a  very  terrible  fatigue 
to  the  Lady  in  waiting,  who  takes  the  covers  off  the  dishes,  carves  for 
both  their  Majestys,  the  Prince  and  three  Princesses,  besides  giving  the 
Queen  drink  and  tasting  upon  the  knee,  which  at  this  time  I  am  not  able  to 
bow  to  a  superior  being.  The  ball  I  told  you  of  at  Lord  Tankervill's  was 
extreamly  fine,  and  the  supper  most  magnificent,  but  I  cant  hear  of  any  one 
person  there  that  was  pleasd,  tho'  the  Prince  is  too  polite  to  say  he  was  not. 
Mr.  Mansel  I  hear  gives  one  to  morrow,  and  Lady  Hervey  to  do  the  honours. 
The  book  I  sent  you  was  the  Queen's,  being  read  while  she  was  dressing. 
I  askd  her  Majesty  if  it  was  any  thing  extraordinary,  for  I  always  sent  you 
any  thing  I  coud  pick  up.  She  told  me  I  might  take  it  for  yoa,  but  there 
was  nothing  in  it  but  matter  of  facts ;  but  I  hear  tis  designd  to  answer 
some  of  the  Craftsmen. 

Jan.  ye  17th.  My  reason  for  beginning  my  letter  last  night  was  because  I 
was  to  wait  upon  the  Queen  to  the  Play  to  day,  and  tis  very  well  I  did,  for 
I  am  but  this  moment  come  from  Court  at  near  four,  therefore  have  no  more 
time  than  while  my  chicken  is  roasting,  but  I  believe  you  will  think  that 
enough,  since  I  can  give  you  no  entertainment  but  what  is  borrowd  from 
other  hands  ;  therefore  I  ;  ent  this  morning  to  Dr.  Friend  to  beg  a  coppy  of 
the  Westminster  schollars'  verses,  whch  are  very  much  commended,  and 
he  has  been  so  kind  to  send  them  to  me  just  now.  It  I  can  by  any  means 
contribute  to  your  amusement,  it  will  not  only  be  the  greatest  but  only 
pleasure  I  have  tasted  since  I  saw  you.  Why  dont  you  tell  me  when  I 
shall  see  you.     Morratt  has  showd  a  hundred  particularities  in  your  favour, 


-> 
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both  in  the  journey  and  since  we  came  home.  I  shoud  have  been  glad  to 
hear  Minny  had  showd  me  any  marks  of  her  friendship.  I  will  never  trust 
a  letter  to  a  bell-man  again,  so  must  bid  you  now  good  night.  I  dont 
know  what  to  do  about  coals  against  you  come ;  I  can  depend  upon  the 
porter  for  nothing  ;  I  find  a  fool  as  expensive  as  a  knave  ;  more  of  that 
when  we  meet,  till  whan  once  more  farewell.  To  make  amends  to  Harry 
for  not  writing,  tell  him  his  worthless  lady  is  in  good  health,  with  a  patch 
upon  her  temple  as  big  as  a  crown. 

£98.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  June  8,  1729. 

Before  we  gott  to  the  Park  gate  the  charms  of  a 
coach  &  six  horses  had  quite  dispelld  all  George's  clouds  to  part  with  his 
mother  and  the  charms  of  Ickworth,  (made  more  than  ordinarily  so  to  him,) 
and  he  was  in  better  spiritts  than  ever  I  saw  him,  &  continud  so  the  whole 
journey,  which  he  told  me  he  woud  give  an  account  of  by  the  post  last  night, 
which  I  thought  woud  be  sufficient  without  a  repetition  of  my  own  in- 
firmities in  body  and  mind,  made  now  very  unfitt  for  the  place  I  am  to  go 
to  to  morrow,  tho'  I  shoud  find  as  hearty  a  welcome  as  I  mett  with  here  by 
several  messages  before  I  gott  up  stairs.  Lady  Rumney  had  left  word  she 
woud  stay  dinner  for  me  till  I  came,  which  was  not  till  between  4^5; 
there  I  learnt  by  Lady  Rich  that  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough  went  a  week 
ago  to  the  Lodge  in  very  good  health,  where  she  was  to  stay  a  month,  and 
then  (by  Dr.  HoUings  advice)  was  to  go  to  Tunbridge  for  6  weeks ;  she  has 
taken  a  house  and  invited  my  Lady  Rumney  and  her  whole  family  to  be 
with  her,  so  great  a  favourite  is  she  grown.  They  say  there  is  great  news 
come  last  Friday  from  Spain,  but  tis  kept  so  great  a  secret  that  people,  I 
find,  give  their  opinion  of  it  according  to  their  wishes.  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
they  say  is  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.  The  Queen 
has  been  so  ill  of  a  feaver  and  pleurisy  that   she  has  not  been  able  to  see 
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company  this  week  till  to  day,  and  the  Princess  Amelia's  life  was  despaird 
of  with  the  same  distemper ;  the  Princess  Royal  has  been  also  ill  ;  but  they 
are  all  well  again.  I  hope  I  shall  not  increase  their  number  of  sick,  for  I 
have  been  ill  most  part  of  the  night  with  my  old  disorders,  but  am  now  better, 
and  am  to  dine  with  Lady  B.  Germain.  Tom  is  just  come  to  Town  with 
Mr.  Mansel,  who  has  been  very  ill,  and  is  therefore  going  immediately  to 
Bath.  Tom  says  he  had  rather  ride  if  he  goes  to  Ickworth,  so  I  chose  to 
have  the  horses  (who  are  all  come  safe  and  well)  to  take  the  cool  of  the 
evening,  that  they  may  gett  to  you  a  Monday  night  at  their  ease,  and  I  hope 
will  find  you  more  so  than  is  at  present  your  forlorn  E.B. 

Sunday  2  oclock.  Lady  Rumney  desird  you  might  know  you  were  the 
first  thing  she  enquird  after  when  she  saw  me,  and  your  health  was  the  first 
glass  she  drank. 

899.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  June  10,  1729. 

I  hope  you  did  not  forgett  before  you  went  into 
waiting  to  order  the  bricklayer  to  put  our  house  into  the  same  order  as  he 
would  do  if  it  were  his  own.  If  but  one  trowel-man  &  one  labourer  is 
employd,  then  the  porter  may  easily  keep  an  account  how  many  days  work 
are  performd,  &.  how  many  loads  of  sand  &  chalders  of  lime  etc  are  deliverd 
for  ye  whole.  I  conclude  you  have  also  taken  care  to  gett  your  footmen's 
great  coats.  There  will  be  more  palm-wine  wanting  here,  if  you  do  not 
before  your  return  find  out  some  such  as  Mrs.  Beger  first  furnishd  us  with  ; 
this  of  hers  which  we  drink  of  at  present  fretts,  as  I  always  foresaw  and 
said  it  woud  do  ;  and  that  we  bought  last  of  her  at  London  was  barely 
common  canary,  &  nothing  like  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer's  neither. — I  once 
again  earnestly  desire  you  would  find  time  to  write  to  your  cousin  Griffin,  to 
tell  him  how  little  reason  Fieldhouse  hath  given  us  to  be  satisfyd  with  his 
stewardship,  and  as  long  as  he  is  continud  in  the  management  of  that 
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estate,  we  must  never  hope  either  to  know  the  true  values  of  the  farms, 
(his  own  being  so  very  fatt  a  pennyworth  that  he  dares  not  raise  his 
neighbours  for  fear  of  their  discovering  how  cheap  he  holds  his  at,)  or  what 
price  to  put  them  at  to  purchasers  before  sale  ;  so  that  every  twenty  shillings 
a  year  sunk  by  him  from  our  knowledge  in  ye  rents  will  prove  a  loss  to  us 
of  thirty  pounds  in  the  sale,  which  upon  the  whole  will  amount  to  a  large 
sum  of  money,  I  therefore  propose  that  Will  Oliver  may  manage  my  part ; 
and  in  doing  that,  if  Lord  Griffin  can  find  a  better  for  his  own,  I  dare 
engage  he  shall  find  out  more  to  our  mutual  advantage  in  one  substantial 
review  of  it  than  the  other  and  his  friend  &  fellow-farmer  Lane  have  done 
in  above  seven  years  time  since  we  took  possession.  Will  Oliver  hath  been 
and  is  (as  I  believe)  so  honest  &  so  good  a  servant,  that  I  woud  be  very 
glad  to  make  him  &  his  numerous  family  more  easy  in  their  circumstances 
than  I  know  by  my  own  experience  a  father  of  many  children  can  be 
without  more  assistance  than  I  can  possibly  afford  him  without  farther 
hurting  of  my  own.  I  coud  wish  other  people  had  the  same  humane 
sentiments  of  those  who  have  servd  and  lovd  them  as  well  as  W.O.  can 
have  done  me  and  mine ;  but  those  who  rely  upon  or  expect  retribution 
but  from  Providence  ought  to  be  disappointed. 

Thursday,  June  12.  I  had  written  thus  farr  on  Tuesday;  but  having  a 
mind  to  lett  you  know  how  zealously  the  ever  loyal  town  of  Bury  celebrated 
the  happy  anniversary  of  the  King's  accession  to  the  throne,  I  kept  it  open 
for  that  addition.  In  the  morning  Dr.  Butts  preachd  before  ye  Bishop  of 
Norwich  (who  was  there  on  his  Visitation)  and  a  numerous  appearance  of  ye 
clergy  and  gentry  one  of  the  finest  sermons  that  ever  was  heard  on  the  like 
occasion;  from  Church  all  the  company  attended  the  Aldermen  &  Corporation 
to  the  Guildhall,  where  was  provided  one  of  the  most  elegant  entertainments 
I  had  ever  seen  on  that  or  any  other  occasion  ;  from  whence  in  the  evening 
we  all  (except  his  Lordship)  adjournd  to  the  Assembly  &  a  ball,  opend  by 
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French  dances  &  afterwards  continud  with  as  many  couples  as  that  very 
long  room  could  hold  of  English  dances,  drums  beating,  bells  ringing  & 
Huzzas  of  Long  live  King  George  for  ever,  the  Queen  Regent  and  all  the 
Royal  family,  (who  I  am  heartily  rejoycd  to  hear  by  you  are  all  well  again,) 
the  night  concluding  with  bonfires  &  fireworks  at  the  Market-cross,  with  all 
other  demonstrations  of  joy,  and  I  so  fatigued  that  I  can  hardly  hold  out 
this  morning  to  tell  you  the  whole.     Adieu. 

900.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.       Kensington,  June  14,  1729. 

I  said  every  thing  you  orderd  me  to  the  bricklayer, 
and  they  began  to  work  on  Monday ;  I  have  given  your  directions  to  the 
porter  to  keep  the  account  as  to  their  number  of  days  and  stuff  they  use  ;  I 
wish  he  may  be  as  exact  as  I  am  in  reckoning  mine,  which  are  to  me  as  so 
many  years.  I  have  scarce  an  hour  of  the  twenty  four  to  my  selfe ;  I  am 
commonly  called  up  by  twelve,  where  I  remain  till  about  half  an  hour  after 
3,  and  from  that  time  my  room  is  never  free  from  company  till  I  am  sent 
for  again  to  the  Queen  between  7  &  8.  Her  Majesty  walks  from  that  time 
till  near  ten,  then  to  the  Drawing-room  (which  is  constantly  morning  & 
night)  till  1 1,  so  that  it  must  be  half  an  hour  after  that  before  I  gett  down 
to  supper,  and  consequently  near  one  before  I  gett  to  bed.  These  hours  & 
life  have  quite  exhausted  both  strength  &  spiritts,  and  tho'  I  constantly  take 
Mr.  Grant's  drops  lam  lamer  than  ever,  so  that  I  cant  pretend  to  walk  in 
the  garden,  but  1  find  the  going  four  times  a  day  between  her  Majesty's 
apartment  and  my  own  (which  are  as  farr  asunder  as  the  house  will  bear,) 
full  enough  to  tire  an  abler  body  than  my  selfe.  Under  these  circumstances 
you  may  judge  how  fitt  I  am  to  write  to  Lord  Griffin,  when  I  am  scarce  able 
to  do  it  to  you ;  however,  if  you  think  it  necessary,  before  I  come  home  I 
will  do  my  best,  but  dont  know  how  to  direct  to  him ;  I  think  I  said  all  that  was 
possible  upon  that  subject  last  time  we  were  together;  therefore  I  beleive 
a  line  from  you  to  confirm  it  as  your  opinion  also  woud   have  more  weight 

Vol.  III.         F 
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than  any  thing  more  that  I  have  to  say. — What  direction  Allen  gave  about 
the  footmen's  great  coats  I  know  not,  but  the  taylor  had  not  begun  them 
when  I  came  to  Town,  and  said  he  had  wrote  for  farther  orders,  the  fashion 
being  alterd  ;  so  I  hope  by  this  time  he  has  receivd  another  letter,  for  they 
are  in  great  want  these  wett  nights  to  gett  home. — I  shall  send  to  speak 
with  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Beger  about  the  wine  as  soon  as  I  can. — The  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  Lord  Nottingham  and  the  Bishop  of  York  are  exceeding  ill, 
and  poor  Lady  Weymouth  is  given  over.  As  to  publick  news  tis  kept  very 
close,  but  if  one  may  judge  by  appearances  all  goes  well,  for  they  seem  very 
chearful,  tho'  we  have  at  present  an  unluckly  fraca  with  Portugal  about 
two  ships  falling  foul  upon  one  another  ;  their  envoy  was  with  the  Queen 
yesterday  about  it ;  but  Torrington  told  me  twas  quite  accidental.  He  says 
Will  will  sail  in  about  ten  days  with  Sir  Charles  Wager.  Princess  Amelia 
is  not  yet  well  enough  to  appear  in  publick,  which  I  cant  wonder  at  after 
the  loss  of  fifty  ounces  of  blood  in  3  days. — This  first  sheet  was  wrote  before 
I  went  up  to  the  Queen,  where  I  made  your  compliments  upon  her  recovery, 
and  read  to  her  all  that  part  of  your  letter  that  related  to  Bury,  upon  which 
she  returnd  you  her  thanks,  and  said  many  obliging  things,  too  many  for 
my  time  to  repeat,  for  the  day  clearing  up  we  are  orderd  to  gett  ready  to  go 
to  Richmond  as  soon  as  we  have  dind.  Mr.  Clayton  is  one  of  my  company, 
and  desires  with  his  service  that  you  may  know  the  man  you  spoke  to  him 
about  he  has  gott  a  tide-waiter's  place  for,  and  the  warrant  lyes  now  at  the 
Treasury  till  he  comes  for  it,  which  you  must  take  care  off,  I  not  knowing 
where  to  find  him.  Lord  Finch  has  paid  me  thirty  pounds  for  you,  &  I 
have  sent  twice  to  Mr.  Menell  &  expect  him  here  to  be  paid.  If  you  order 
the  man  you  spoke  to  Mr.  Clayton  about  to  go  to  the  Treasury  &  ask  for 
Mr.  Frecker  &  say  he  comes  from  Mr.  Clayton,  he  will  find  his  warrant 
ready  signd.  I  am  in  such  a  hurry  I  cant  tell  what  I  have  said.  Adieu, 
my  dear. 
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901.  Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.       Kensington,  June  19,  1729. 

Tho'  I  tremble  so  I  can  scarce  hold  my  pen,  yet  I 
am  willing  to  tell  you  with  my  own  hand  that  my  feaver  has  left  me  ever 
since  Tuesday  night,  but  my  cholick  still  continues,  but  thank  God  not 
with  the  violence  it  has  been,  for  this  is  the  first  tolerable  night  I  have  had 
since  Saturday  that  I  was  at  Richmond.  Between  lameness  and  weakness 
I  can  hardly  draw  my  leggs  after  me  ;  this  is  at  present  the  state  of  my 
case  ;  you  see  by  it  how  unfitt  I  am  to  write  to  Lord  Griffin.  The  enclosd 
I  receivd  last  night ;  you  see  by  the  date  how  long  ago  I  should  have  had 
it,  and  how  impossible  to  answer  without  you  can  tell  me  any  way.  George 
was  here  on  Sunday,  &  had  so  many  honours  conferrd  upon  him  that  I  must 
leave  it  to  his  own  pen  to  relate,  but  I  coud  not  gett  him  home  without  a 
promise  to  be  here  early  next  Sunday.  I  am  able  to  say  no  more  now  but 
that  I  have  paid  your  debt  to  Mr.  Menell.  I  hope  you  will  give  some  order 
about  coals,  for  there  is  not  one  in  the  house.  The  bricklayer  has  sent  to 
me  about  so  many  things  I  know  nothing  off,  that  I  have  orderd  him  to 
write  himselfe  to  you.  I  wish  I  coud  ease  you  of  any  trouble,  tho'  it  shoud 
add  to  the  weight  already  felt  by  your  E.  B. 

902.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  June  21,  1729. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  are  out  of  pain  ;  that  is  a 
terrible  condition,  were  the  world  much  better  to  be  likd  &  livd  in  than  I 
have  found  it.  I  hope  in  a  few  days  you  \^ill  find  your  selfe  well  enough  to 
write  to  Lord  Griffin  for  poor  Will  Oliver  ;  never  neglect  any  opportunity 
of  doing  good  for  your  own  sake.  I  would  practice  my  own  precept  as  to 
the  inclosd  letters,  but  know  not  how  to  go  about  it,  he  having  sent  neither 
of  us  any  direction  where  to  find  his  wife,  from  whom  you  must  be  informd 
what  farther  steps  have  been  made  towards  her  husband's  pardon  since  the 
date  of  his  letters,  and  what  more  can  be  done  by  either  of  us  in  assisting 


44  LETTER-BOOKS    OF    JOHN    HERVEY, 

her  or  him  to  procure  it.  I  am  afraid  he  hath  but  few  friends  &  less  money 
to  help  him  on  this  occasion  ;  without  both  or  one  at  least  most  suits  move 
heavily  at  most  courts.  You  may  possibly  hear  where  his  wife  is  at  the 
house  they  livd  in  in  Conduit  Street ;  keep  both  the  letters  by  you.  There 
is  no  buying  any  coals  till  they  are  cheaper,  by  breaking  ye  combinations 
among  the  dealers  in  them.  I  sent  Pearcy  the  taylor  direction  by  two 
letters  to  make  one  great  coat  of  strong  good  cloth  of  the  same  green 
colour  faced  with  scarlet  for  a  pattern  at  the  very  lowest  rate  he  could  afford 
it  at,  &  if  I  could  not  gett  them  better  &  cheaper  elsewhere,  he  should  not 
only  make  all  the  other  three  but  also  my  liveries  for  the  time  to  come,  if 
he  will  serve  me  better  than  other  people,  and  this  I  perceive  you  must 
repeat  to  him  at  last,  and  try  to  make  him  understand  you,  which  is  no  easy 
matter.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  the  bricklayer,  &  when  I  do,  can  say 
no  more  than  what  I  have  done,  which  is  that  he  would  do  every  thing 
wanting  to  my  house  as  if  it  twere  his  own,  &  hope  he  will  make  no  wrong 
use  of  the  trust  I  repose  in  him.  I  am  glad  you  have  paid  Mr.  Menille. 
Adieu. 

903,        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol,  June  24,  1729. 

I  am  very  glad  you  thought  me  out  of  pain  so 
much  sooner  than  I  really  was,  for  till  Sunday  night  I  never  missd  being 
wakd  between  3  and  4  with  a  violent  fitt  of  the  cholick ;  since  that  my 
stomach  has  been  easy,  but  rny  limbs  bad  both  by  my  rheumatism  & 
weakness,  which  my  feaver  has  occasiond  ;  if  you  coud  but  imagine  half 
what  I  have  sufferd  both  in  body  &  mind,  you  would  rather  pity  than 
blame  my  not  writing  to  Lord  Griffin,  for  when  I  was  not  able  to  do  it  to 
you,  I  coud  hardly  attempt  to  sett  pen  to  paper  to  him  ;  but  you  may  be 
assurd  of  every  thing  from  me  that  is  in  my  power  ;  but  tis  impossible  to 
imagine  how  I  am  hurryd,  for  this  morning  the  moment  I  receivd  your 
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letter  Mrs.  Duncomb  came  to  see  me,  has  dind  here,  &  my  room  is  as  full 
of  company  now  as  it  can  hold  that  I  hardly  know  what  I  do,  but  I  will 
send  James  to  London  to  ye  bricklayer  &  taylor  to  morrow,  and  you  shall 
hear  from  me  again  on  Thursday ;  but  now  I  can  say  no  more,  but  hope 
you  will  not  forgett  to  accomodate  me  to  sett  out  a  Tuesday  morning  for 
Ickworth,  which  is  impatiently  longd  for  by  your  faithful  E.  B. 
The  Queen  had  a  return  of  her  feaver  yesterday. 

904.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  June  26,  1729. 

I  sent  James  yesterday  to  London  to  the  brick- 
layer, who  says  every  thing  (in  his  own  trade)  shall  be  done  as  carefully  as 
if  it  were  his  own  house,  but  that  there  is  so  much  to  be  done,  &  it  will  be  so 
great  an  expence  to  put  the  house  in  tolerable  order,  (nay  even  to  secure  it 
from  falling,)  that  he  is  afraid  to  sett  so  many  different  people  to  work 
without  your  farther  directions  or  your  sending  some  person  to  see  how 
much  is  necessary  to  be  done  of  plaistering  and  new  laths  ;  besides  that 
the  paving  of  the  stables  is  so  broke  that  the  horses  are  in  danger  of 
breaking  their  leggs  every  step  they  sett,  and  the  doors  are  so  rotten  they 
will  not  hold  long.  I  am  so  very  ignorant  in  all  these  things  that  I  wish 
you  woud  appoint  me  some  assistant  to  meet  meat  London  on  Monday,  that 
I  might  be  able  to  give  you  a  better  account  when  I  see  you  ;  I  cant  but 
fancy  Mr.  Stouther  might  know  something  of  these  matters,  and  you  know 
he  is  always  upon  the  place.  The  taylor  says  he  has  receivd  no  orders,  but 
is  now  gone  about  one  great  coat  for  James,  and  says  no  body  shall  serve 
you  better  &  cheaper.  I  am  now  (by  Nann's  account  of  Mrs.  Airs's)  put 
under  great  difficulties  to  gett  a  house-keeper,  for  a  good  one  is  as  hard  to 
find  as  a  black  swan.  The  Duke  of  Leeds  dyd  yesterday;  Sir  Ch  :  Buck 
is  dead  of  the  small  pox  at  Lord  Chettwin's  house  in  the  country.     This  is 
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all  I  have  to  tell  you,  for  nothing  has  been  talkd  of  but  Sir  Andrew's 
tryal  ;  it  is  finishd  this  day  at  2  o'clock  ;  it  is  gone  against  him  to  the 
great  joy  of  every  body ;  the  particulars  are  too  long  for  a  letter  or  my 
time,  for  my  room  is  full  of  company,  this  being  a  day  for  it,  being  the 
first  of  the  Queen's  seeing  company,  her  Majesty  having  been  very  ill,  else 
there  was  many  expeditions  laid  out  for  this  week,  which  woud  have  quite 
killd  me,  being  still  very  weak,  so  that  I  shall  go  no  farther  than  Hockerell 
on  Tuesday,  &  hope  to  enjoy  my  center  of  rest  Wednesday  evening;  till 
that  long  time  farewell,  my  dear. 

1  leave  it  to  George  to  tell  his  own  adventures. 

905.        To  Mr.  Manseh  Ickworth,  July  5,  1729. 

Had  you  told  me  any  thing  of  your  trustees 
desire  to  have  ye  ^5000  I  owe  you  out  of  my  hands  into  their  own  before  I 
left  London,  I  could  then  have  taken  order  about  it ;  but  as  I  am  settled  here  fof 
the  summer,  and  that  in  the  long  vacation  little  or  no  business  of  this  kind 
can  be  transacted,  it  must  now  be  respitted  till  we  meet  in  Town  next 
winter,  when  your  trustees  shall  not  faile  of  receiving  it  from  me  if  I  live 
so  long ;  &  should  I  dye  pray  assure  them  for  their  satisfaction  in  the  mean 
time  that  my  executor  shall  in  all  events  have  at  least  a  fond  of  one  hundred 
thousand  pounds  assets  left  him  to  make  my  bond  good,  or  otherwise  ye 
security  should  never  have  been  offered  to  you.  You  say  nothing  of  the 
state  of  your  own  health,  which  from  your  silence  on  that  subject  I  will  give 
my  self  the  pleasure  of  concluding  is  in  so  good  a  way  that  you  have  no 
complaint  left  to  remind  you  of  mentioning  it,  a  lasting  stock  of  which  with 
all  other  happiness  is  sincerely  wishd  you  by  your  most  affectionate  friend 
&  servant,  Bristol. 
All  here  desire  their  services  to  Lady  Bab  Mansel  &  to  your  self. 


% 
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906.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  7,  1729, 

Dear  Son 

The  number  &  length  of  your  letters  to  Lady 
Hervey  being  alone  too  great  a  task  for  a  head  which,  tho'  capable  of 
affording  so  much  entertainment  to  your  correspondents,  yet  as  it  gives  you 
such  frequent  cause  of  complaint  I  have  many  times  since  I  saw  you  done 
great  violence  to  my  inclination  by  not  writing  to  you  near  so  often  as  I 
would  have  done,  rather  than  add  to  the  trouble  of  your  already  too  numerous 
obligations  of  answering  mine  as  punctually  as  you  do  other  people's  letters. 
I  do  most  heartily  congratulate  your  late  escape,  and  have  most  sincerely 
and  devoutly  given  thanks  to  God's  great  goodness  and  mercy  for  having 
satisfied  your  curiosity  in  feeling  what  an  earthquake  is  without  involving 
you  or  your  friends  (to  whom  my  compliments)  or  any  of  the  inhabitants 
where  you  are  in  any  of  those  terrible  destructions  they  are  commonly 
attended  with.  I  thank  you  most  kindly  for  remembering  me  on  any 
occasion,  but  more  especially  for  thinking  of  any  thing  you  hope  could 
please  me,  because  you  cant  but  know  how  much  I  must  want  comfort  of 
every  kind  in  your  absence ;  but  alass !  pictures  or  any  other  thing  but 
your  returning  in  health  and  safety  to  me  will  be  found  so  utterly  incapable 
of  yielding  me  any  ease  or  satisfaction,  that  if  you  have  seen  any  other 
curiosity  you  like  better  to  adorn  your  house,  as  you  mention  to  your  wife, 
I  would  much  rather  have  you  purchase  that  by  selling  again  your  intended 
present  to  me,  or  if  that  cannot  be  done  without  loss,  or  that  you  have  a 
mind  to  keep  it  and  augment  ye  collection  you  are  heir  to,  I  desire  you 
would  lay  out  whatever  sum  those  other  things  you  seem  to  have  so  great  a 
mind  for,  &  I  will  reimburse  you  with  more  readyness  &  pleasure  than  ever 
I  laid  out  any  moay  to  indulge  my  own  fancy  with.  I  have  had  your 
amiable  son  George  with  me  during  his  last  vacation  from  schoole,  in  whom 
I  find  all  ye  ingredients  necessary  to  make  a  great  as  well  as  a  good  man, 
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who  improves  his  tallents  so  fast  of  his  own  accord  that  I  doubt  not  but 
you'l  find  him  as  much  after  your  own  heart  as  both  he  and  you  (blessd  & 
praisd  be  God's  most  gracious  providence  for  so  rare  &  pleasing  a  prospect) 
are  intirely  after  mine.  The  air  at  Florence  agreeing  so  well  with  you,  I 
know  not  how  to  wish  for  your  removall  even  hither,  strong  as  my  desire  is 
of  seeing  you  once  again  before  I  dye,  unless  you  could  continue  in  the  same 
state  of  health  and  good  lookes  here  as  from  all  hands  I  am  overjoyed  to 
hear  you  appear  with  there ;  &  lett  me  therefore  conjure  you  never  again  to 
give  that  unjust  epithet  of  cursed  to  your  constitution,  but  apply  it,  where 
tis  due,  to  that  poysonous  plant  tea,  which  had  well  nigh  destroyd  it;  but 
as  my  firm  persuasion  always  was  and  still  is  that  God's  infinite  power 
easily  could  and  his  never-failing  mercy  would  at  last  reward  my  constant 
trust  in  and  absolute  relyance  on  him  by  restoring  &  prolonging  your  most 
pretious  life  for  the  benefit,  ornament  &  blessing  of  our  otherwise  forlorn  family, 
so  from  the  same  confidence  in  his  boundless  bounties  I  make  no  question 
but  you  will  daily  experience  ye  good  effects  in  that  and  all  other  happiness 
from  the  frequent  fervent  prayers  of  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

907.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Aug.  30,  1729. 

I  have  interrogated  the  whole  family  upon  the 
failure  you  complaind  of,  being  disappointed  by  Saturday's  post  bringing 
you  no  letter  from  any  one  of  it ;  they  severally  justify  themselves  and 
affirm  they  have  dul}'  written  in  turn ;  as  for  my  part,  writing  was  never 
my  inclination  in  my  best  days ;  but  now  tis  grown  uneasy  to  me ;  besides, 
a  true  account  from  hence  (and  any  other  I  can  never  send  you)  would  only 
add  to,  not  take  from,  what  you  say  you  feel;  for  poor  Tom  gott  so  violent 
a  cold  at  Mildenhall  by  sitting  with  an  open  window  behind  him  (but  who 
could  fear  catching  cold  being  in  the  same  room  with  Lady  Hanmer)  that 
he   has  been  laid   up  ever  since  with  violent  pains  &  a  swelld  face,  till 
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yesterday  both  abated.     Nann,   whether  by   sitting  too  long  in  his  hott 
chamber  or  from  the  usual  term  of  its  return,  had  one  of  her  fitts  the  night 
before  last.     Harriet  hath  been  disorderd  with  a   feaverisli  indisposition  by 
eating  as  supposd  too  much  fruit,   but  after  taking  a  vomit  (wherein  she 
behavd  after  her  wonted  childish  manner)  she  seems  safe  from  any  farther 
ill  consequences  for  this  boute.     Lady  Hervey  hath  also  felt  some  returns  of 
her  usual  disorders  in  her  head,  which  she  must  take  great  care  to  prevent. 
And  now  j  udge  if  I  wanted  any  additions  to  my  trouble,  but  on  Tom  Harvey's 
arrival  he  told  me  the  lieu-horse  dyed  on  the  road  in  his  third  days  journey, 
(but  that's  a  trifle,  and  so  indeed  would  all  the  rest,  could  they  find  me  in 
my  past  armour  of  happiness,  but  now  every  arrow  takes  place,)  and  the 
poor  postillion  hath  imported   the  feaver  with  him,   which  the  coachman 
says  has  made  such  ravages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bath,  that  in  some 
parish  it  had  spard  but  4  inhabitants  when  he  came  av/ay,  &  harvest-men 
so  scarce  that  20  shillings  a  week   were  offerd  for  labourers.     How  then 
could  six  of  your  physicians  publish  a  testimonial  of  its  heathfulness  only 
to  bring  grist  to  their  malady-mills  ?     O  what  a  monstrous,  mercenary  vein 
runns  thro'  every  order  of  men  in  this  venal  world  of  ours  !     Must  not  God 
at  last  visitt  for  the  universal  sinns   &  iniquities  of  so  depravd  a  nation  to 
vindicate  the  justice  of  his  providence  ?   Yes,  I  fear,  old  Jacob's  prophetick 
spirit  begins  to  S(3e  a  tempest   gathering,  but   humbly  hopes  twill  fall  late 
or  never  on  Ickworth.     Felle  sent  me  an  account  of  the  schollar's  rebellion 
at  Eaton,  which  is  without  a  precedent,  and  wherein  Dr.   George's  conduct 
seems  so  weak  as  to  invite  another.     Altho'  Lord  Sherrard  promisd  fair, 
yet  Felle  tells  me,  when   your  back  was  turnd  he  made  a  jest  of  what  had 
passd,  and  told  Lutterel  every  word  that  you,  the  Dr.   and  Mr.  Young  had 
said  to  him  and  of  Lutterel,  who  now  makes  Felle  the  ridicule  of  the  whole 
school.     This  procedure  of  the  young  lord  is  so  false  and  base  throughout, 
that  it  affords  pregnant  proof  he  is  not  likely  to  degenerate.     What  can  be 
Vol.  III.        G 
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said  or  done  more  in  this  affair  at  present  I  know  not,  the  whole  government 
of  the  school  being  in  such  a  state  of  anarchy. — I  am  sorry  to  hear  no 
better  news  of  Mr.  Mansel,  because  I  must  always  love  &  wish  him  well 
for  his  making  my  poor  daughter  happy,  &  being  as  true  to  her  whilst  she 
livd  as  I  have  ever  been  to  you ;  as  I  am  also  to  find  Will  must  go  upon 
so  unpopular,  impolitick  an  expedition  as  you  mention  ;  he  is  gone  from 
hence  this  morning  by  the  Bury  coach,  being  no  longer  able  to  withstand 
the  reproaches  of  his  mistress  from  Portsmouth,  which  come  regularly,  who 
I  find  much  better  to  be  approvd  than  her  father,  who  seems  of  so  sordid  a 
temper  that  he  cannot  think  of  parting  with  a  penny  from  his  main  stock, 
altho'  to  make  an  only  daughter  happy  in  the  man  she  likes,  &  whose  drift 
seems  to  be  to  gett  her  off,  if  he  can,  into  a  good  family  for  nothing; 
but  against  his  being  made  such  a  dupe  I  hope  I  have  sufficiently  fortifyed 
him  ;  but  as  for  the  poor  young  woman,  I  think  her  scituation  to  be 
pityed,  either  to  be  disappointed  in  her  choice  or  to  want  Sz  make  both 
uneasy,  if  together. — The  inclosd  from  your  cousin  Griffin  came  hither  last 
night,  full  of  fine  expressions  &  seeming  complaisance,  but  has  artfully  putt 
ye  execution  of  them  upon  a  point  he  well  knows  to  be  insuperable,  viz. 
that  Will  Oliver  must  reside  at  Hore-cross  ;  so  that  I  cannot  see  how  the 
rents  there  can  ever  be  raisd  by  Fieldhouse  for  the  same  reason  which  hath 
prevented  it  hitherto  ;  &  untill  that  be  done  I  am  sure  I  can  never  consent 
to  a  sale;  and  how  will  ye  debts  justly  chargeable  upon  the  estate  be  paid, 
which  it  is  high  time  they  were  ? — I  have  receivd  the  several  poems  you 
sent  me,  but  begin  to  think  poetry  at  as  low  an  ebb  as  policy  ;  however,  I 
must  thank  you  for  your  kind  intention  &  endeavour  to  entertain  me  by  them, 
as  well  as  by  the  wine  &  cheeses;  but  my  mind  and  spiritts  are  sunk 
beyond  the  power  of  any  cordials  ;  &  that  yours  may  not  be  so,  I  shall  say 
no  more  on  a  subject  I  could  inlarge  much  upon,  as  my  meditations  are 
seldom  or  never  upon  any  other ;   therefore  Adieu. 
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903.       Dear  Will  Ickworth,  Oct.  8,  1729. 

I  was  all  along  apprehensive  from  the  character 

given  me  of  the  father  that  he  would  never  be  persuaded  to  give  his  daughter 

(tho'  an  only  one)  such  a   portion  as  would  make  her  &  you,  with  what  I 

can  possibly  spare  at  present,  more  easy  together  than  you  are  asunder ; 

&  unless  that  great  point  could  be  attaind  by  his  giving  her  the  fortune  first 

spoke  of,   my  oppinion   &  advice  is  that  for  both  your  sakes  you   should 

continue  as  you  are.     Perhaps  he  values  not  the  alliance  with  so  ancient, 

honest  &  ennobled  a  family  as  you  (I  thank  God)  make  so  suitable  a  part 

of,  nor  the  universal  esteem  you  have  so  justly  gaind  in  the  world,  neither 

may  he  reckon  ye  roade  you  are  in  of  preferment,  profitt  &  honour  (all  which 

many  less  likely  than  your  self  have  mett  with)  to  be  proper  particulars  to 

weigh  against  even  the  sum  you  mention  ;    but  if  you  saw  him  not  disposd 

to  make  a  due  estimate  on  such  qualifications   as  these,    together  with  the 

advantages  of  your  person  &  above  all  the  wise  resolution  you  have  taken 

(&  which  like  your  father  before  you  I  hope  you  will  most  religiously  keep) 

of  living  soberly  &  virtuously   with    a   wife  &   consequently  making  his 

daughter  compleatly  happy,   you  should  from  ye   beginning  never   have 

thought  of  her  ;    how  farr  you  may  have  carryed  matters  between  yee  I  am 

a  stranger  to,  but  hope,  however,  you  have  kept  within  the  bounds  prescribd 

by  me  &  promisd  on  your  part,  &  then  no  great  harm  can  follow  from  the 

fathers  not  accepting  ye  utmost  I  can  do,   having  so  numerous  an  issue  to 

provide  for ;    which  is  to  give  my  bond  for  payment  of  three  thousand  pounds 

to  you  or  your  children  (if  any)  at  my  death,   &  to  pay  you  ye  interest  of  it 

at  4  per  cent  (ye  now  current  rate)  till  the  principal  shall  be  due.     This  is 

the  most    I    can   do  for   any   of    my    younger  sons,     and   more  I  know 

you  are    too    reasonable   to    expect   from    your   most   affectionate    father, 

Bristol. 
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909.        To  ye  Reverend  Mr.  Whatley,   Prebendary  of  Yorke  &  Rector 
of  Toft  near  Lincoln.  Ickworth  Parke,  near  Bury  in  Suffolk. 

Oct.  10,  1729. 

By  the  negligence  of  my  porter  it  was  but 
lately  that  I  receivd  the  double  favour  of  your  book  &  letter,  otherwise  I 
should  have  thankd  you  sooner  for  them.  The  good  opinion  you  are  so 
indulgent  to  allow  me  is,  I  can  with  truth  assure  you,  reciprocally  returnd 
you  in  every  respect  you  can  wish  it  should.  I  have  perused  your  works 
with  fresh  pleasure,  especially  those  passages  in  them  from  whence  the 
prevalence  of  self  love  so  strongly  sollicited  my  vanity  as  to  deduce  some 
sort  of  sympathy  between  our  souls,  which,  if  at  all  well  inferrd,  would 
prove  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  my  own.  Can  any  one  contemplate 
such  lovely  lineaments  of  mind  as  many  of  your  sentiments  exhibit,  ("  that 
**  you  never  knew  or  heard  of  any  one  in  an  unhappy  condition  but  he  had 
"  your  pity,  &  that  the  knowledge  of  his  misfortune  was  for  the  time  a 
"  diiuinution  of  your  own  happiness;  that  to  be  without  that  you  have  not 
**  is  more  the  misfortune  of  those  to  whose  benefitt  you  should  convert  it, 
*'  if  you  had  it,  than  your  own  ;  that  there  is  so  much  baseness  in  building 
"  our  own  enjoyment  on  another  like  creature's  immediate  or  consequential! 
"  misery,  that  you  wonder  there  should  ever  have  been  any  occasion  for 
**  the  denouncing  positive  threats  or  punishments  to  a  creature  capable  of 
"reflection  for  doing  it",  etc.)  without  being  so  farr  charmd  at  least  with 
them  as  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  make  his  own  heart  as  near  as 
possible  ye  counterpart  of  that,  which  not  only  could  conceive  but  practise 
such  exalted  principles  of  philanthropy  ;  and  if  I  can  thus  enrich  my  self 
by  borrowing  at  your  treasury  without  making  you  the  poorer,  I  hope  it  will 
encourage  you  to  lend  me  more  of  that  you  so  abound  in,  and  which  I  must 
alwaies  live  in  fear  of  wanting.     You  were  resolvd  to   make  your  letter  as 
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welcome  to  me  as  your  book  was,  by  the  pleasing  assurance  it  gives  me  of 
Lord  Chancellor's  esteem,  which  I  sett  the  highest  value  upon,  as  he  is  a 
peer  of  such  known  probity  that  he  would  not  allow  him  self  to  profess  any 
where  he  paid  it  not  in  some  degree,  and  if  in  any,  I'm  justly  proud  of  it. 
I  own  my  self  to  have  been  obligd  to  him  on  several  occasions,  which  I  shall 
never  forgett,  no  more  than  I  will  ye  first  time  I  have  the  happiness  of  being 
with  him  to  repeat  with  due  additions  from  my  better  acquaintance  with 
you  what  has  been  formerly  said  of  you  by,  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  friend 
&  faithfull  servant,  Bristol. 

910.        Dear  Will  Ickworth,  Oct.  13,  1729. 

You  know  it  is  not  in  my  nature  to  delay  making 
any  one  happy  when  ever  in  my  power  to  effect  it;  &  therefore  tho'  I  have 
spent  this  whole  day  with  the  Recorder  of  Bury  in  a  tedious  business,  which 
has  quite  exhausted  my  decaying  stock  of  spirits,  yet  I  cannot  go  to  bed 
till  I  have  told  you  I  plainly  perceive  by  yours  of  the  loth  instant  that  your 
ingagement  with  Miss  Ridge  is  too  far  advanced  to  think  of  any  thing  but 
the  settlement  of  your  fortunes,  which  I  hope  and  trust  you  will  see  done  in 
my  absence  by  the  very  best  advice  you  can  come  at  where  you  are,  the 
terms  whereof  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  known  from  her  father  before 
I  had  sent  my  oppinion  upon  them,  least  he  might  think  such  limitations 
unreasonable  as  I  may  esteem  otherwise,  and  I  would  carefully  avoid  the 
least  appearances  that  might  give  him  any  just  cause  to  suspect  I  am  not 
duly  sensible  of  the  good  oppinion  he  must  have  of  you,  as  well  as  of  his  great 
kindness  and  indulgence  towards  his  daughter,  to  give  so  good  a  portion 
against  so  small  a  present  one.  Wherefore  I  shall  wait  onely  the  return  of 
another  post  to  know  his  mind  on  this  material  point,  and  you  shall  not 
faile  of  receiving  mine  by  the  next,  which  short  increase  of  expectations 
(you  being  sure  of  each  other]  will  onely  serve  to  make  the  blessing  dearer. 
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That  yours  may  prove  as  great  and  lasting  as  that  between  my  pious,  chaste 
and  charitable  parents  did,  shall  be  the  fervent  pra3'er  of  your  most 
affectionate  father. 

Make  my  complements  in  the  best  manner  wherever  due  or  expected. 

911.        ToTho:  Ridge  Esq.  at  Portsmouth.     Ickworth,  Oct.  22,  1729. 

I   am    favourd    with   yours    of    the    17th  instant, 

together  with  the  draught  of   the  articles  etc.,  but  being  destitute  of  any 

advice  of  Counsel  at  this  distance  from  London,  I  am  not  very  able  of  my 

self  to  judg    oi   or   alter   them    so    as  may  answer  both  our  satisfactions. 

However,  rather  than  I  would  seem  to  throw  in  the  least  difficulty  or  delay 

to   the   completion   of  an   affair,    wherein    I    find   my  son's  affections  and 

happiness  so    deeply  engagd,  I  will  venture  at  any  explanation  of    those 

points  I  flatter  my  self  (when  you  have  heard  my  reasons)  you  will  have  the 

indulgence  to  reform,  considering  the  circumstances  of  my  family ;    for  as 

it  has  pleasd  Providence  to  have  blessd  me  with  twenty  children  of  my  own 

(nine  wherof  are  still  living),  Sc  that  Lady  Hervey  hath  already  brought 

me  four  grandchildren,  (all  whose  fortunes  must  be  carved  out  of  my  estate,) 

I  can  never  consent  that  in  case  your  daughter  should  have  no  issue  by  and 

were  to   survive  my  son,  (the  chances  of  their  deaths  being  unequal  too,) 

that  the  estate  I  ought  to  leave  Lord  Hervey  to  support  the  Earldom  should 

in  such  events  be  subjected  to  raise;^3000,  to  be  enjoyed,  perhaps,  (for  all 

such  suppositions  are  allowable  on  these  occasions)  by  the  children  of  some 

other  husband.     I  must  therefore  desire  you  would  agree  that  your  daughter's 

own  fortune  of  ;^8ooo  may  be  thought  a  sufficient  provision  for  one  daughter, 

if  no  more  ;    or  if  but  two,  then  j^4000  apiece  for  their  portions  ;  but  in  case 

of  any  son  or  more  than  two  daughters,  then  I  am  readily  willing  the  ^3000 

should  be  payable,  and  shared  as  you  propose ;  as  I  am  also  to  consent  to 

the  other  limitations  containd  in  the  articles.      The  good  character  I  have 
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heard  of  your  daughter  (to  whom  and  her  mother  I  desire  my  service)  has 
reconciled  me  to  his  resolution  of  marrying  so  much  sooner  than  otherwise 
I  was  desirous  he  should,  till  he  had  gaind  more  honour  &  fortune  ;  but 
since  he  hath  made  so  good  a  choice,  nothing  shall  be  wanting  to  make 
them  happy  on  the  part  of.  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

912.        Dear  Will 

I  have  by  this  post  sent  Mr.  Ridge  ye  alterations 
I  must  insist  on  to  be  made  in  ye  draught  of  ye  articles  I  receivd  from  him  ; 
which  as  they  are  absolutely  necessary  (in  case  of  those  contingencies)  to 
lighten  part  of  that  heavy  loade  must  unavoidaby  lye  on  your  brother's 
estate,  who  must  support  my  title  &  family  after  me,  so  1  depend  on  your 
not  consummating  your  intended  marriage  till  he  hath  agreed  to  &  executed 
them  accordingly,  that  we  may  not  be  left  to  ye  labouring  oar  afterwards, 
which  I  rely  on  your  duty  &  prudence  to  prevent.  I  am  so  terribly  tired 
with  writing  that  I  can  add  no  more  but  my  sincere  prayers  to  ye  throne  of 
grace  for  your  happiness  &  prosperity  in  this  &  all  your  other  undertakings, 
which  since  virtuously  purposd,  &  if  honestly  performd,  will  ever  attend 
you,  I  humbly  hope,  according  to  ye  blessing  of  your  most  affectionate  father. 

913.        To  Tho  :  Ridge  Esq.  Ickworth,  Oct.  31,  1729. 

As  I  am  altogether  unknown  to  you,  and  that  you 
may  naturally  judg  of  me  by  your  experience  of  most  men,  I  ought  the  more 
easily  to  excuse  the  otherwise  unpardonable  imputation  of  my  insisting  upon 
limitations  quite  different  from  what  I  had  said  in  my  letter  of  ye  5th 
instant ;  as  also  that  I  now  propose  such  hardships  you  cannot  come  into 
etc  ;  a  heavy  charge  &  such  as  you  should  never  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
making  unless  you  could  throughly  prove ;  which  if  you  would  look  into 
my  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  you  will  find  full  of  evidence  to  the  contrary; 
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for  do  I  not  there  expressly  mention  the  settlement  of  their  fortunes,  and 
desire  to  have  the  terms  therof  to  be  first  proposd  by  your  self,  lest  you 
should  think  such  limitations  unreasonable  as  I  might  think  otherwise  ? 
and  do  not  all  those  words  plainly  and  fully  import  that  I  thought  my  self 
entirely  free  to  make  any  alterations  in  your  draught  whenever  you  sent 
one  ?  and  could  there  be  a  more  modest  use  of  the  latitude  reservd  than 
only  to  desire  my  estate  (under  the  circumstances  represented  too)  might 
not  (in  case  of  the  contingencies  by  me  stated)  be  subjected  to  raise  the 
;^3000  ?  a  point  I  think,  my  self  so  well  warranted  to  insist  on  that  I  neither 
can  nor  will  ever  recede  from  it.     Yours,  Bristol. 

914.        Dear  Will  Ickworth,  Oct.  31,  1729. 

I  have  receivd  a  letter  so  surprisingly  offensive  & 
impertinent  from  Mr.  Ridge,  that  I  knew  not  well  how  to  return  so  temperate 
an  answer  to  as  might  not  furnish  him  with  a  loop-hole  to  evade  a  match 
you  seem  (I  see  not  why)  so  fond  of.  His  words  are  these ;  I  am  sorry  to 
find  such  limitations  proposd  as  are  quite  different  from  what  you  said  in  your 
letter  of  ye  sth  instant ;  that  on  this  foundation  the  articles  were  agreed  07i  ; 
(Quaere,  did  I  ever  agree  to  any  articles ;)  that  now  by  my  proposal  such  hardships 
are  offerd  as  I  cant  come  intoy  etc.  Now  I  might  have  flatterd  my  self  you  both 
could  &  would  have  done  me  so  much  justice  in  all  your  conversation  with 
him  (which  I  envy  you  not)  as  to  lett  him  know  that  much  more  mony  than 
he  is  or  ever  can  be  master  of  could  ever  buy  or  so  much  as  tempt  me  to  do 
any  thing  I  thought  wrong  at  the  time  of  acting  it,  which,  were  his  charge 
true,  I  ought  ever  to  condemn  &  reproach  my  sell  for,  a  state  of  mind  I 
have  carefully  avoided  falling  into  on  much  more  seduceing  occasions,  and 
should  not  therefore  now,  in  your  case  too,  begin  to  make  a  breach  into 
that  honest  conduct  I  have  hitherto  inviolably  observd.  My  tired,  disorderd 
spiritts  will  not  suffer  me  to   enter  into  the  detail  of  my  answer  to  his 
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extraordinary,  unlookd  for  epistle,  &  therefore  you  must  be  referrd  thereto  by 
your  most  affectionate  father,  BristoL 

915.  Dear  Will  Ickworth,  Nov.  10,  1729. 

Having  receivd  several  letters  of  importance  by 
ye  last  post  which  requird  immediate  answers  by  ye  return  of  this,  I  must 
desire  you  to  make  my  excuse  to  Mr.  Ridge  that  I  cannot  answer  his  any 
otherwise  than  by  telling  you  in  haste  that  I  am  not  able  to  send  a  draught 
from  hence  (as  I  told  him),  but  that  if  he  will  prepare  one  pursuant  to  ye 
limitations  laid  down  in  his  last  letter  to  me  of  ye  7th  instant,  that  I  shall 
not  insist  on  any  farther  alterations,  unless  he  should  be  of  opinion  as  well 
as  my  self  that  in  case  you  should  leave  children  by  her  and  that  she 
should  marry  again,  that  some  provision  should  be  made  during  her  life 
for  ye  maintenance  &  education  of  such  children  as  she  may  have  by  you  ; 
and  as  they  will  be  equally  grandchildren  to  Mr.  Ridge  as  well  as  those 
she  may  have  by  some  other  husband,  I  cannot  see  why  he  should  not 
concurr  in  such  provision  as  readily  as  we  can  ask  it,  especially  if  ye 
interest  of  my  ^3000  is  to  be  paid  to  her  for  life  after  your  death.  This 
being  a  point  wherin  your  natural  affection  as  well  as  our  joynt  prudence 
is  engagd,  I  think  now  I  have  once  opend  your  eyes  upon  it,  I  may  leave  ye 
care  of  it  with  you  &  him  &  her. — I  should  be  loath  to  occasion  ye  loss  of 
a  station  you  seem  to  like  so  much  ;  but  Lisbon  may  not  be  so  desirable  an 
one  as  you  may  imagine  since  what  has  happend  to  Mr.  Norris  ;  but  God  I 
hope  will  prosper  you  every  where.    Adieu. 

916.  To  Thomas  Discipline  Esq.,  Alderman  of  Bury. 

Sleaford,  May  i,  1730. 

Not  knowing   how   soon   his   Majesty's  gracious 
intentions  towards   your  present  representatives  may  make  a  reelection 

Vol.  III.        H 
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necessary  at  Bury,  and  it  being  (I  fear)  impossible  for  me  to  leave  this 
place  time  enough  to  wait  on  you  and  the  Corporation  in  person,  as  I  would 
and  should  have  done,  to  recommend  them  again  to  your  &  their  wonted 
favours  and  service,  obliges  me  to  address  my  self  to  you  in  this  way,  not 
only  as  chief  Magistrate  but  as  a  fast  and  constant  friend  to  me  &  to  that 
joynt  interest  you  have  always  cordially  promoted,  to  beg  you  would  in 
conjunction  with  all  our  friends  concert  such  measures  as  may  secure  them 
against  all  invaders.  As  soon  as  my  affairs  here,  which  at  my  late  steward's 
death  were  left  in  great  disorder,  can  be  so  settled  as  to  admit  of  my  absence 
without  ruin  to  my  family,  I  shall  hasten  without  loss  of  time  to  pay  my  just 
acknowledgments  for  all  your  &  their  former  favours,  which  in  the  mean 
time  will  I  trust  through  your  true  &  friendly  representation  of  my  heart  be 
made  quite  as  acceptable  to  them  as  if  they  could  have  come  immediatly 
from  theirs  and  your  faithfull  friend  and  obliged  servant. 

917.  To  Colonel  Norton.  May  23,  1730. 

By  all  that  ever  passd  between  us  on  the  occasion 
of  Shotley  living,  I  never  doubted  of  your  preferring  our  son  Charles  to  all 
others,  were  it  once  in  your  disposal ;  &  that  being  now  the  case,  I  conclude 
Lady  Felton  &  your  self  will  think  it  much  better  bestowed  on  so  near  a 
relation  than  on  a  forreiner  to  our  family  ;  your  promise  is  what  my  wife  & 
I  rely  on,  and  in  return,  since  an  equivalent  is  insisted  on  &  that  assurances 
must  be  taken,  I  think,  if  that  part  ought  to  be  so  turnd,  that  Alderman 
Ray  should  rest  quite  as  well  satisfyed  with  my  word  as  I  with  his,  that  the 
first  benefice  in  my  guift  worth  his  son  Crask's  acceptance  you  shall  command 
for  him  from  yours  etc. 

918.  ToMr.  Mansel.  London,  May  26,  1730- 

I  came  hither  on  purpose  to  receive  the  £  8000, 
which  Mr.  Ayles  was  to  have  paid  at  the  joynt  request  of  my  son  Will  and 


FIRST    EARL    OF    BRISTOL.  59 

his  wife  into  my  hands  as  yesterday,  with  partof  which  I  intended  to  discharge 
my  bond  to  you  according  to  my  promise  &  your  appointment ;  but  to  my 
great  surprise,  instead  of  his  raising  the  mony,  he  wrote  me  word  that  an 
attorney  had  advisd  him  he  could  do  nothing  in  it  as  a  trustee  without  a 
decree  in  Chancery.  Could  you  tell  what  a  concern  this  disappointment 
hath  given  me  lest  it  should  prove  any  to  you,  beside  its  occasioning  my 
being  worse  than  my  word  to  you  who  never  had  been  so  before  to  any  man, 
you  would  easily  acquitt  me  of  all  blame  in  this  affair.  Lett  me  but  know 
the  longest  time  you  can  allow  me  to  procure  it  from  surer  hands  in,  and 
you  shall  not  faile  of  it  again,  whatever  trouble  or  charge  it  costs  your  most 
faithfuU  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

Our  compliments  to  Lady  Bab  Mansel. 

919.  To  Colonel  Norton.  Ickworth,  June  ii,  1730. 

Since  you  have  thought  fitt  to  charge  me  with 
having  calld  your  honour  in  question  as  to  your  disposal  of  Shotley  living, 
without  letting  me  know  my  accuser,  that  I  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
exposing  their  falshood  &  my  own  innocence,  till  that  justice  is  done  me 
you  must  give  me  leave  to  be  under  as  little  concern  for  any  farther  proof 
of  it  at  present  as  you  seem  to  be  as  to  your  own  part.  In  ye  mean  time 
you  shall  alwaies  find  me  your  faithful  friend  etc. 

920.  To  ye  Revd.  Mr.  Whatley.  Ickworth,  June  17,  1730. 

You  could  not  have  contrivd  a  more  agreeable 
addition  to  compleat  the  compliment  you  made  me  at  Sleaford  than  by 
supposing  me  master  of  such  a  mind  as  could  give  thorough  credit  to  every 
thought  you  sent  me  relating  to  your  entire  submission  &  resignation  to  the 
wiser  will  of  Providence,  even  when  your  tenderest  and  most  valuable 
interests  were  so  imminently  concernd ;  for  I  have  experimentally  undergone, 
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and  I  hope  with  true  Christian  fortitude,  such  a  real  loss  as  you  may  never 
know  but  theoretically.  My  heart  was  so  early  disciplind  in  that  trying 
school  of  affliction,  (where  yours  must  have  sufficiently  suffered  barely  by 
the  violent  apprehensions  you  mention,)  that  I  am  now  arrivd  by  constant 
meditation  &  practice  at  so  unreservd  a  pitch  of  obedience  to  both  those 
difficult  doctrines  as  few  beside  your  self  have  attaind  to,  even  to  that  due 
degree  of  implicit  faith  as  to  be  able  to  say  with  all  sincerity, 

I  dare  not  wish,  nor  my  own  fate  propound. 

But  as  God  sends,  read  love  in  every  wound, 

And  would  not  change  for  all  the  joys  of  sense 

The  glorious  pleasures  of  obedience ; 

My  better  part  alone  I  fear  to  lose. 

And  all  God's  will  can  bear,  can  do,  ney  choose. 

However,  I  can  &  do  heartily  congratulate  your  release  from  those 
necessary  uneasynesses  you  were  under  by  finding  Mrs.  VVhatley  at  last  in 
safety.  I  hope  she  has  forgiven  me  the  innocent  share  I  had  in  keeping 
you  a  few  hours  longer  from  her.  Tell  her  with  my  service  that  all  just 
debts  paid  to  friendship  will  be  rewarded  by  rendering  those  due  to  love 
more  lasting  ;  that  yours  may  long  continue  shall  be  the  expiatory  petition 
of  her  &  your  faithful  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

921.        To  Humphrey  Ridge  Esq.  July  20,  1730. 

There  are  very  few  things  could  have  happened 
to  give  me  so  sensible  a  concern  as  I  now  feel  for  the  sudden  and  surprising 
loss  of  so  valluable  a  part  of  my  familly  as  that  of  your  late  excellent  sister.* 
As  I  can  never  forgett  how  little  any  councel  or  arguments  availd  me  when 
it  pleased  God  to  place  me  in  my  poor  son's  sad  scituation,  I  shall  not  yet 

*  She  died  within  a  year  of  her  marriage  to  William  Hervey,  leaving  one  daughter,  Elizabeth.— S.H.A.H. 
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attempt  to  apply  any  lenetives  to  so  deep  and  green  a  wound.  Neither  can 
I  think  it  right  to  add  to  Mrs.  Ridge  her  present  trouble  by  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  but  must  rely  on  your  goodness  to  say  what  ever  you  think  fitt 
by  way  of  condolence  from  me  to  them  on  so  irreparable  a  misfortune, 
wherin  all  that  your  own  sincere  sorrow  can  suggest  you  will  be  throughly 
avowd  in  by  the  grieved  heart  of,  Sir,  your  most  obligd  friend  &  faithful] 
servant. 

922.        To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  Aug.  14,  1730. 

Dear  Sir  Thomas 

If  you  stand  in  need  of  any  excuse  towards  me  as 
to  your  conduct  in  our  correspondence,  it  can  only  arise  from  your  omitting 
to  give  me  whenever  your  leisure  will  permitt  one  of  ye  most  sensible 
pleasures  remaining  to  me  in  life,  which  is  to  hear  from  you  on  all  subjects 
and  on  all  occasions,  but  especially  on  such  as  show  me  how  much  you 
interess  your  self  in  what  ever  relates  to  ye  happyness  of  me  and  of  my 
(I  had  rather  call  it  our)  family.  Should  any  branch  of  it  not  prove  to 
increase  ye  number  of  your  friends  and  admirers,  I  shoud  be  tempted  to 
suspect  them  of  not  being  genuine  shoots  of  ye  old  stock,  or  conclude  them 
quite  degenerated  from  ye  rest  of  their  kind.  Altho',  as  you  observe,  ye 
good  company  in  our  neighbourhood  is  most  remarkably  diminished  within 
ye  compass  of  a  few  years,  yet  ye  satisfaction  I  always  feel  from  your  return 
to  it  makes  me  forget  most  of  its  losses;  and  as  long  as  you  are  continued 
in  it,  I  must  always  think  the  by  much  most  valuable  part  of  it  still  in  being, 
a  blessing  which,  for  ye  good  of  great  Brittain  in  general  as  well  as  of  this 
country  in  particular,  I  hope  will  endure  many,  many  years  after  ye 
faithfullest  of  all  your  friends  &  servants  shall  be  no  more.     Bristol. 

My  self  and  all  our  family  are  Lady  Hanmer's  most  humble  servants. 
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923.        To  my  son  Harry,  Ickworth,  Aug.  14,  1730. 

The  passage  you  abstracted  from  the  lady's  letter 
breaths  so  much  passion  &  yet  retains  so  much  good  sence,  that  I  am  more 
convincd  than  ever  a  woman  of  her  personal  meritt,  apart  from  that  you 
are  obligd  to  her  for  on  your  own  account,  ought  not  to  run  ye  risque  of 
being  exposd  to  so  many  wants  &  inconveniences  as  in  all  likelyhood  must 
be  consequent  upon  her  following  your  fortunes.  Were  I  able  (which  you 
know  I  am  not,  &  partly  from  what  I  have  already  done  to  relieve  your  own 
distresses,)  to  prevent  or  cure  them  when  they  happen,  (which  must  prove 
unavoidable  but  in  one  event,)  I  would  from  the  beginning  have  encouraged 
what  for  her  sake  I  dissuaded ;  and  as  I  still  find  you  do  not  deny  that  her 
certain  portion  will  be  no  more  than  ^2000,  marrying  as  she  must  without 
her  mother's  consent,  I  wonder  how  you  can  propose  to  maintain  her  out 
of  the  interest  of  that  sum,  which  will  now  yield  but  ^80  per  annum,  with 
any  tolerable  satisfaction  to  her  self  or  family  or  your  own  self.  I  am  well 
aware  that  should  ye  said  contingency  arrive,  it  would  furnish  the  world  & 
your  own  heart  with  a  handle  to  reproach  me  with  having  hindered  you 
from  making  your  fortune,  should  I  strictly  forbid  your  coming  together ; 
tho'  that  I  had  rather  bear  than  both  of  you  should  live  to  undergoe  the 
hardships  and  misery  that  must  attend  so  very  streight  circumstances, 
under  your  management  too.  But  since  you  persist  in  pressing  me  to  a 
more  explicite  answer  in  an  affair,  as  I  have  often  shewn  you,  surrounded 
with  insuperable  difficulties,  all  I  can  ever  bring  my  self  to  say  upon  it  is  that 
you  know  my  settled  opinion  hath  been  that  it  were  much  better  &  fitter  for  yee 
both  to  remain  as  yee  are  till  the  intaile  may  providentially  take  place;  in 
which  case  you  can  make  no  doubt  (I  hope]  of  her  honour  &  constancy  to 
be  still  your  wife ;  otherwise  had  she  ten  times  her  brother's  estate  in 
possession,  you  had  better  be  without  her ;  but  on  the  other  hand  that  I 
may  not  stand  solely  accountable  for  having  expressly  forbid  a  match  wherin 
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your  happiness  (as  you  so  solemnly  assure  me)  as  well  as  so  considerable 
a  succession  is  concernd,  you  need  not  despair  of  the  final  forgiveness  of 
your  affectionate  father,   Bristol. 

924.        To  ye  Reverend  Mr.  Sedgwick.      Ickworth,  Sept.  25,  1730. 

After  ye  many  hopeful  assurances  you  thought  fitt 
to  give  me  from  time  to  time  that  my  son  had  at  last  taken  ye  necessary 
resolution  of  applying  himself  more  closely  to  his  studies  than  I  found  he 
at  first  had  done,  &  that  you  doubted  not  of  my  being  better  satisfyed  with 
him  for  the  future,  I  fiatterd  my  self  with  ye  hope  of  seeing  those  reasonable 
expectations  fulfilld  ;  but  to  my  farther  great  surprise  I  find  him  rather  less 
improvd  of  late  (considering  his  standing)  than  he  was  before.  Where  ye 
fault  has  lain  I  would  willingly  know,  lest  I  should  impute  it  wrongfully. 
The  case  resolves  itself  naturally  into  this  dilemma  ;  either  you  must  have 
found  him  incapable  of  attaining  that  learning  ye  profession  I  designd  him 
for  requird,  or  else  that  his  idleness  &  inapplication  to  study  was  such 
that  neither  your  persuasions  or  advice  could  conquer.  In  either  of  which 
cases  I  should  have  known  ye  truth,  since  neither  of  ye  two  supposd  events 
could  have  happend  more  to  his  disadvantage  than  must  befall  him  for  want 
of  an  earlier  discovery.  I  wish  you  could  help  me  to  disculpate  you 
intirely  on  this  occasion,  being  otherwise  tempted  by  ye  great  concern  this 
disappointment  has  thrown  me  into  to  suspect  your  part  in  this  misfortune 
may  not  appear  quite  so  blameless  as  it  ought.  Instead  of  your  having 
laid  such  substantial  solid  foundations  in  him  as  might  have  qualifyed  him 
to  discharge  with  creditt  ye  highest  offices  in  the  Church,  &  of  becoming  a 
shining  light  in  it,  &  an  ornament  to  his  country  &  family,  he  must  now  be 
contented  to  bury  himself  alive  in  some  obscure  parish,  where  his  ignorance 
may  not  be  found  out  to  render  him  as  contemptible  as  I  would  have  had 
him  reverd.    If  you  have  yet  any  expedient  in  reserve  to  prevent  this  sad 
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catastrophe  by  retrieving  what  is  passd,  I  desire  you  would  impart  it  to 
your  etc. 

925.  To  Lady  Hervey,  Ickworth,  Oct.  7,  1730. 

Madam 

If  any  thing  could  ever  wear  the  least  appearance 
of  being  wrong  or  unreasonable  in  your  understanding,  it  can  only  shew  it 
self  by  not  being  satisfyed  with  its  own  improvements.  How  ignorant  of 
its  knowledg,  were  the  suggestions  you  impute  to  it  reale,  or  how  ungrateful 
its  owner,  if  your  complaints  of  it  prove  fictitious,  which,  were  it  civil  to 
contradict  a  lady,  I  could  easily  demonstrate  by  giving  your  own  letter  in 
evidence  against  you,  replete  with  every  beauty  that  the  most  embellishd 
mind  can  dictate,  &  consequently  deservd  an  earlyer  acknowledgment,  had 
I  not  waited  in  hope  of  sending  you  such  an  account  of  young  Prince 
Frederick  as  you  seem  to  expect.  Pretty  he  must  be,  as  his  countenance  is 
the  exact  model  of  his  mother's ;  but  pray  press  not  my  sincerity  so  hard  as 
to  desire  I  would  allow  him  large,  strong  and  well  nourishd ;  and  in 
return  I  will  not  remind  you  of  what  old  Jacob  prophecyed  would  be  the 
consequence  of  dancing,  morning  suppers,  sharp  wines,  china  oranges,  etc. 
Were  contraries  to  be  reconcild,  I  ought  to  wish  they  could  be  so  in  your 
favour,  who  have  brought  them  so  near  together  in  mine,  as  by  corresponding 
some  time  with  you  to  inspire  even  my  natural  stupidity  with  the  power  of 
saying  something  your  better  genius  helpd  it  to  hitt  upon,  on  which  ground 
alone  your  compliments  on  my  letters  can  ever  be  admitted  by,  Madam, 
your  most  affectionate  father  &  faithfull  servant,  Bristol. 

926.  To  ye  Revd.  Mr.  Sedgwick.  Ickworth,  Oct.  29,  1730. 

Supposing   you  returnd   again  to   College,  from 
whence  for  my  son's  sake  I  wish  your  avocations  had  been  less  frequent,  I 
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am  not  able  to  refrain  from  repeating  to  you  my  surprise  at  Charles's  back- 
wardness in  learning,  especially  since  you  seem  to  charge  it  chiefly  on  his 
unreadiness  of  apprehension  &  defect  of  memory,  which  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
account  for,  since  God  has  been  pleasd  to  bestow  on  all  his  five  brethren 
uncommon  natural  parts.  I  must  take  leave  therfore  rather  to  impute  his 
remarkable  deficiency  therin  to  an  habitual  sloth  on  his  part,  which  might 
meet  with  too  kind  an  indulgence  on  yours.  Could  I  promise  my  self  you 
would  yet  awaken  him  out  of  that  lazy  lethargy  he  seems  to  have  passd 
away  no  less  than  five  years  in,  &  that  there  were  any  hopes  of  his  retrieving 
the  time  he  has  so  fatally  thrown  away  by  making  some  extraordinary 
efforts  for  the  future,  I  would  endeavour  to  persuade  my  self  that  it  were 
best  ior  him  to  continue  where  he  is,  since  I  find  you  allov/  him  possessd  of 
every  other  good  quality  requisite  to  discharge  the  sacred  function  with  all 
desirable  success ;  and  as  such  seeds  of  grace  &  virtue  as  you  mention  are 
worth  cultivating,  I  will  hope  that  for  the  interest  of  our  Church  and  the 
credit  of  my  family  you  will  yet  try  to  make  him  come  out  of  your  hands 
that  valuable  man  throughout,  which  I  proposd  to  see  him  when  first  intrusted 
to  your  care  by.  Sir,  your  friend  to  serve  you,  Bristol. 
My  blessing  attends  your  pupil  in  all  events. 

927.        To  ye  Dutchess  of  Marlborough.      Ickworth,  Nov.  16,  1730. 

Tis  so  unnatural  for  any  child  of  mine  to  desire 
they  may  remove  farther  from  your  Grace,  when  in  their  power  to  have  5'e 
pleasure  &  advantage  of  being  near  you,  that  I  begin  to  suspect  he  is  not 
my  son.  The  best  title  then  he  can  make  out  to  my  kindness  must  arise 
from  your  Grace's  recommendation  of  him,  to  which  he  knew  I  should  pay 
so  ready  a  regard,  that  my  best  hopes  concerning  him  are  now  founded  on 
the  judicious  choice  he  has  shewn  of  such  an  advocate,  whose  reasons,  tho' 
on  this  occasion,  I  fear,  were  forced  from  you,  he  justly  concluded  would 

Vol.  III.        I 
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become  laws  to  me,  &  have  been  obeyd  accordingly  by  the  most  dutifuU  & 
most  obligd  of  all  your  servants, 

928.  To  Mr.  Oliver.  Ickworth,  Dec.  i8,  1730. 

I  herewith  send  you  Lord  Godolphin's  answer  to 
my  son's  request  on  your  behalf,  that  you  may  be  throughly  satisfyed  no 
time  hath  been  lost  in  his  endeavouring  to  serve  you,  and  also  that,  had  an 
earlyer  application  been  made,  you  could  not  have  faild  of  being  employed 
in  the  business  you  desird,  which  I  am  heartily  concernd  you  should  meet 
with  any  disappointment  in.  Altho'  you  could  not  have  chosen  a  more 
powerful  intercessor  than  Mr.  Discipline  either  with  my  son  or  self,  yet  pray 
believe  me  when  I  assure  you  that  you  may  alwaies  depend  on  your  own 
interest  with  us  to  do  you  any  kindness  in  our  power,  &  that  if  any  son  of 
mine  should  ever  live  to  omitt  doing  all  the  good  he  can  for  any  of  the  town 
of  Bury,  but  more  especially  for  those  of  the  Corporation,  they  must  very 
much  degenerate  from  their  father  &  your  most  affectionate  friend,  Bristol. 

929.  To  Dr.  Butts  on  his  being  declard  Dean  of  Norwich. 

Mr.  Dean  Butts  London,  Feb.  10,  1 730/1. 

As  God  Allmighty's  most  remarkable  goodness 
towards  me  &  my  otherwise  most  forlorn  family  in  the  preservation  of  my 
most  dear  &  valuable  son  has  so  fully  answerd  that  entire  &  constant 
confidence  he  knows  I  have  ever  placed  in  his  omnipotent  protection,  1  am 
sure  you  would  never  forgive  me  did  I  not  begin  with  desiring  you  to  joyn 
your  thanksgivings  with  mine  to  that  infinite  power  &  mercy,  which  so 
eminently  appeard  in  the  defence  of  so  much  innocence  &  justice  as  Lord 
Hervey  had  taken  care  to  arm  himself  withal  throughout  the  whole 
transaction.  Your  letter  of  congratulation  to  me  on  that  surprising  occasion 
breathd  so  genuine  a  spirit  of  tenderness  &  friendship  to  him  &  me,  & 
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expressd  so  right  a  resentment  towards  the  unjustifyable  author  of  that 
unavoidable  quarrel,  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  putting  it  into  Lord 
Hervey's  hands  to  shew  it  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  order  to  wipe  off  some 
wrong  impressions  I  was  told  had  been  made  on  him  to  your  disadvantage, 
by  being  represented  to  him  as  a  person  so  farr  piqud  with  the  several 
disappointments  you  had  mett  with,  that  you  had  threatend  to  withdraw 
your  hand  both  from  the  publick  &  the  private  ploughs  &  to  toile  no  more 
at  either,  etc.,  a  sort  of  men  he  had  no  reason  to  be  fond  of,  having  mett 
with  btit  too  many  of  that  stampe  already ;    but  as  the  sequel  has  fully 
shewn   those  prejudices  were  timelily  removd.     I  hope  you  will  think  no 
injudicious  use  was  made  of  what  you  so  seasonably  furnishd  me  with  for 
your  service,  wherin  I  have  all  along  acted  with  as  cordial  a  warmth,  &  feel 
myself  as  perfectly  pleasd  with  your  preferment,  as  if  my  son  or  brother 
had  been  concernd.     I  am  apt  to  think  the  grant  of  so  great  a  grace  ought 
to  cost  you  the  trouble  of  a  journey  hither,  to  thank  his  Majesty  and  your 
patron  fof  it,  who  scrupled  not  publickly  to  own  that  the  early  effectual  zeal 
he  shewd  in  your  favour  was  purely  to  oblige  Lord  Hervey,  whose  heart  he 
saw  was  so  sincerely  sett  on  obtaining  this  dignity  for  you  ;  which  as  it  lyes 
in  Norfolke  &  that  other  Candidates  might  have  been  deemd  more  useful 
there,  I   have  promisd  for  you  that  you  will  lett  slip  no  opportunity  of 
shewing  your  gratitude  on  all  occasions  where  so  much  is  owing,  a  quality 
I  could  with  the  greater  assurance  answer  would  never  be  wanting  in  you, 
since  by  a  long  experience  I  had  alwaies  found  you  a  punctual  practicer  of 
that  rare  virtue  in  its  full  perfection,  even  where  much  smaller  benefits  had 
been  conferrd  on  you  by  your  ever  faithful  friend. 

930.        To  Mrs.  Mary  Howard.  London,  Feb.  10,  1 730/1. 

You  have  made  me  not  a  little  vain  in  letting  me 
see  I  had  the  good  luck  of  having  given  the  same  turn  to  Mr.  Pulteney's 
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unjustifyable  behaviour  towards  my  son  as  you  had  done,  even  before  your 
better  genius  had  suggested  it  to  me,  as  also  by  having  repeated  your 
quotation  from  Cato  upon  the  same  occasion,  which  when  I  am  at  liberty  to 
lett  you  into  the  detaile  of  every  circumstance  relating  to  it,  you  will  without 
any  abatement  for  parental  partiality  allow  was  rightly  applyd.  The  just 
remark  you  make  too  upon  the  conscious  fibbing  of  the  author,  who  drew  & 
publishd  so  false  &  odious  a  character  of  your  cousin,  is  so  naturally  inferrd 
&  so  well  supported,  that  so  many  beautiful  sentiments  thrown  together 
upon  the  same  subject  &  in  so  few  lines  makes  me  own  my  self  more  charmd 
with  the  "brightness  of  such  an  understanding  than  with  that  of  any  eyes 
lately  beheld  by,  Madam,  your  etc. 

931.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Aug.  5,  1731. 

Dear  Son 

Being  still  an  awkard  novice  in  ye  art  of 
dissimulation,  I  find  you  easily  perceivd  the  great  concern  which  seized  me 
at  ye  return  of  those  disorders  I  once  fiatterd  my  self  you  had  intirely 
subdued,  a  concern  so  deeply  impressd  on  rny  mind  that  tho'  you  tell  me 
you  are  in  general  much  better  than  when  we  parted,  yet  I  can  feel  little  or 
no  abatement  of  my  pain  till  I  hear  you  are  finally  determind  to  drink  no 
more  of  that  detestable,  fatal  liquor,  which  brought  you  once  before  so  near 
to  death's  door,  &  which,  if  longer  persisted  in,  will  demonstrably  hasten 
your  passage  through  it  many  years  before  you  need  otherwise  experience 
it ;  &  then  what  must  become  of  your  country,  wife  &  children,  &  our  forlorn 
famil}'^  ?  Were  it  in  my  power  to  sett  you  half  so  much  at  ease  as  you  might 
me  by  so  small  a  sacrifice  as  ye  self-denyal  of  a  cup  of  tea,  I  woud  willingly 
forego  all  ye  remaining  satisfactions  in  life  to  exchange  them  for  your  quiet. 
Mine  (God  knows)  hath  been  &  is  still  so  much  disturbd  by  those  incessant 
fears  which  prey  upon  my  spiritts  on  your  account,  that  you  must  say  for 
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me  all  you  think  due  to  her  Majesty  for  ye  great  honour  she  does  me  in 
seeming  to  think  me  yet  worthy  of  becoming  her  proselyte  after  those,  from 
whom  I  have  deserved  at  least  common  Christian  usage,  have  treated  me 
more  like  a  renegado  than  a  true  beleiver ;  but  as  my  political  creed  was  at 
first  setled  upon  sound,  orthodox  principles,  &  hath  been  since  strictly 
practiced  with  such  sweet  satisfaction  to  my  own  conscience  in  an  age  abound- 
ing with  variety  of  monstrous  Whig-heresys,  whoever  goes  about  to  broach 
novel  doctrines  in  direct  opposition  to  those  safe  &  salutary  maxims  deliverd 
down  to  us  by  our  wise  &  virtuous  ancestors  must  first  prove  their  mission 
by  miracles  from  Heaven  (nothing  like  which  hath  yet  appeard  to  me) 
before  they  can  be  able  to  alter  those  fundamental  tenets  which  have  been 
so  long  &  so  religiously  adherd  to  by  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 
P»S.  Will  Oliver's  son  will  be  of  age  fit  for  ye  Charter-house  on  ye  9th 
of  Nov.  next,  &  if  you  coud  get  but  one  turn  for  him  from  ye  King,  Queen, 
Prince,  or  any  other  of  your  great  friends,  I  woud  never  trouble  you  or  them 
any  more. 

932.        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Aug.  18,  1731. 

Madam 

Your  letters  can  never  want  any  thing  to  make 
them  perfectly  agreeable  to  me  but  better  accounts  of  your  dear  lord's  health, 
without  which  nothing  can  give  me  any  pleasure  ;  and  altho'  lamperswaded 
no  one  thing  would  contribute  more  to  the  restoration  of  it  than  his  leaving 
off  tea  again,  yet  since  he  has  so  artfully  pleaded  its  cause  to  me  as  to  give 
it  a  greater  appearance  of  innocence  than  guilt,  &  knov/ing  by  experience 
how  unlikely  any  alteration  would  be  to  succeed  against  his  own  inclination, 
makes  me  not  dare  to  press  him  farther  upon  it  for  fear  of  consequences, 
being  methinks  better  able  to  bear  even  the  melancholly  state  of  mind  you 
left  me  in,  &  which  I  still  suffer  under,  than  those  intolerable  reflections 
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which  would  for  ever  arise  in  my  mind,  should  he  but  think  himself  the 
worse  for  haveing  paid  too  dutifull  a  deference  to  any  advice  or  authority  of 
mine.  This  is  what  I  would  have  told  him  my  self,  but  as  his  last  letter  to 
me  contained  five  full  sides  of  paper,  &  knowing  how  ill  writing  agrees 
with  him,  and  that  he  would  think  himself  obligd  to  answer  mine  again,  I 
chuse  rather  to  convey  it  thro'  your  hands.  To  reward  you  for  your  trouble, 
I  can  with  strict  truth  assure  you  our  dear  boy  George  is  every  way  as  good 
&  hopefuU  as  even  our  fondest  wishes  can  dictate,  that  our  friendship 
consequently  not  only  continues  but  increases  to  all  due  degrees  consistent 
with  his  primary  affection  for  you,  so  that  you  need  not  be  jealous  of  that 
secondary  kindness  he  bestows  on  your  most  affectionate  father  &  servant, 
Bristol. 

Lady  Bristol  sends  her  compliments.     Nann  is  much  better  since  her  new 
medicine,  which  never  faild  in  any  instance. 

933.        Dear  Tom  Ickworth,  Aug.  21,  1731. 

As  Colonel  Norton  and  all  our  other  friends  at 
Bury  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  our 
joynt  interest  there  to  choose  you  on  chief  Magistrate  for  the  next  year,  they 
elected  you  accordingly  on  Thursday  last,  which  was  notifyed  to  me  in  town 
by  the  Town-Clerk  desireing  I  would  acquaint  you  therewith,  &  that  you 
would  in  some  convenient  time  write  to  the  Alderman  Mr.  Burroughs, 
(directed  under  a  cover  to  me,)  signifying  your  acceptance  of  the  office, 
which  as  our  affairs  at  present  stand  is  become  unavoidable.  I  have  taken 
all  due  care  with  the  Recorder  and  the  Coroner  (who  is  then  to  be)  that 
most  of  the  burthensome  part  of  that  place  shall  be  made  easy  to  you  by 
their  attendance  on  all  the  ordinary  business  of  it,  and  as  for  the  expences 
of  it  they  to  a  farthing  shall  be  defrayed  by  me.  I  would  not  by  any  means 
that  this  accident  should  hasten  your  departure/rom  Bristol  hither  a  moment 
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sooner  than  shall  be  consistent  with  the  reestablishment  of  your  health, 
which  is  of  greater  consequence  to  us  all.  When  you  have  once  transmitted 
to  the  Alderman  and  me  your  consent  to  serve  as  abovesaid,  you  need  not 
distress  your  self  at  all  in  point  of  time  to  make  your  appearance  among 
them,  a  fortnight  before  Michaelmass  being  soon  enough  for  your  being  here 
to  settle  all  things  necessary  relating  to  your  new  honour  with  them  and 
your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

Dean  Butts  is  expected  this  night  at  Bury. 

934-        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Aug.  28,  1731. 

Dear  Son 

Altho'  your  letters  are  really  to  my  decayd  spirits 
what  tea  deceitfully  seems  to  yours,  yet  as  I  think  writing  hurtfuU  to  you 
I  refused  my  self  ye  pleasure  of  corresponding  with  you  so  often  as  I  woud 
otherwise  have  done  ;  but  finding  my  silence  hath  not  prevented  your 
troubling  your  self  again  for  my  sake,  I  will  now  for  yours,  as  well  as  my 
own,  congratulate  the  Prince  of  Wales's  recovery  from  such  threatning 
symptoms  as  you  describe  to  have  been  once  upon  him.  Will  it  not  have 
this  good  effect,  never  to  overheat  his  blood,  nor  cool  it  again  too  fast  ? 
Let  him  but  remember  how  many  millions  of  people  are  interested  in  his 
preservation,  &■  then  he  will  have  ye  goodness  to  be  as  careful!  of  himself 
as  such  a  life  deserves.  The  next  national — beside  my  superior  family — 
concern  being  due  to  yours,  after  having  well  considerd  of  all  your  argu- 
ments, &  well  weighd  every  circumstance  relating  to  ye  state  of  your  health, 
&  of  ye  best  means  to  reestablish  &  improve  it,  I  am  at  last  so  perplexd 
by  your  partial  reasonings  in  favour  of  ye  method  I  see  you  have  a  mind  to 
be  indulgd  in,  &  I  am  so  terrifyed  lest  any  ill  consequences  shoud  attend  ye 
kind  &  dutifuU  offer  you  make  me  of  altering  it,  that  you  have  made  a 
perfect  Pyrrhonian  of  me,    save  in   this  sale   conclusion,  that  as  I   have 
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sincerely  thought  &  intirely  trusted  in  the  protection  of  Providence,  so  I 
implicitly  believe  God's  infinite  goodness  will  direct  you  to  follow  what 
shall  be  best  for  you,  and  in  that  I  acquiesce. — Our  dear  boy  George  being 
next  in  value  &  consequence,  I  can  without  ye  least  flattery  or  partiality 
assure  you  is  ye  most  sensible,  docile,  orderly,  best  disposed  youth  throughout 
that  my  or  even  your  more  refined  and  heightend  expectations  can  devise 
or  desire ;  &  being  so,  tho'  he  is  my  cheif  comfort  in  your  absence,  tell  me 
when  he  must  return  to  school  and  I  will  send  him  so  as  to  lose  no  time 
from  his  learning,  which  I  find  him  farr  from  loathing. — Our  friends  at 
Bury  thinking  it  necessary  for  ye  support  of  ye  joint  interest  there  to  chuse 
your  brother  for  their  new  elect,  I  found  my  self  obligd  to  give  way  to  it, 
tho'  I  know  no  consideration  but  its  being  for  your  service  coud  have  pre- 
vailed with  him  to  undergo  so  disagreeable  an  office,  which  I  hope  you 
will  in  some  sort  alleviate  by  assuring  him  you  will  not  be  insensible  of. — 
Your  brother  Harry  having  left  his  wife  here  in  a  breeding,  melancholly 
condition,  &  being  both  forlorn  without  your  help,  she  in  ye  most  modest, 
sensible  manner  hath  so  earnestly  besought  me  to  recommend  again  your 
reminding  Sir  R.  W.  to  perform  the  promise  he  some  time  since  solemnly 
passd,  not  to  rest  till  he  had  got  something  done  for  her  husband,  that  I 
cannot  deny  this  her  first  request,  &  hope  you  will  do  it  in  ye  most  effectual 
way. 

935.        To  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough. 

Madam  Ickworth,  Sept.  27,  1731. 

I  find  it  necessary  to  give  your  Grace  this  trouble 
to  lett  you  know  that  I  receivd  a  letter  last  night  from  my  agent,  wherin  he 
tells  me  that  Mr.  Ayles,  one  of  the  trustees,  who  is  to  lend  the  mony  which 
is  to  pay  off  my  mortgage  to  the  D.  of  M.,  insisting  on  a  decree  for  his 
indempnity,  it  cannot  be  passed  before  the  first  seale,  which  will  not  be  till 
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the  1 2th  of  October  next,  but  as  soon  as  that  is  perfected  the  mony  shall  be 
paid.  I  hope  the  difference  of  a  few  daies  will  prove  no  great  disappoint- 
ment, tho'  even  this  delay  hath  given  no  small  concern  to,  INtadam,  your 
Graces  etc. 

936.  To  Sir  John  Chesshyre,  Sergeant  at  law. 

Ickworth,  Oct.  i,  1731. 

The  match  between  my  son  Harry  and  Mrs.  Aston 
having  at  last  taken  effect,  notwithstanding  I  dissuaded  the  present  com- 
pletion of  it  for  both  their  sakes,  she  being  now  here  with  me  desires  I 
would  beg  the  favour  of  your  kind  assistance  to  let  her  have  an  authentick 
copy  of  that  deed  of  settlement,  by  which  in  case  her  brother  Sir  Thomas 
Aston  should  dye  without  issue  male,  she  (as  I  remember  you  formerly 
acquainted  me)  is  to  stand  in  her  brother's  place  ;  and  that  you  would  also 
have  the  goodness  to  help  her  to  a  copy  of  the  decree  in  Chancery,  which 
your  clerk  by  your  orders  read  some  passages  out  of  when  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  waiting  on  you  last  at  your  chambers ;  and  whatever  the  expence  of 
transcribing  the  same  shall  amount  to,  I  will  stand  answerable  to  your 
clerk  for,  over  and  above  the  many  thanks  which  will  be  due  to  you  for  so 
singular  a  mark  of  your  friendship  towards  her,  and  as  such  shall  ever  be 
acknowledgd  as  an  indelible  obligation  laid  on,  Sir,  your  faithfull  friend  & 
obedient  servant. 

937.  To  Mrs.  Buncombe.  Oct.  13,  1731. 

Your  congratulations  were  doubly  wellcome  to 
me  as  I  am  persuaded  they  came  from  a  sincere  heart,  and  that  my 
daughter  has  been  providentially  provided  with  a  husband  entirely  after 
my  own  heart,  &  who  I  make  no  doubt  will  prove  for  ever  so  (a  bold  pre- 
sumption you'l  say  in  this  age)  to  Lady  Louisa's.    They  both  return  their 

Vol.  III.        K 
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thanks  for  your  kind  wishes,  and  neither  they  nor  I  want  any  thing  so  much 
to  make  this  place  with  the  sweet  season  attending  it  perfectly  pleasant  to 
us  but  to  have  you  again  in  our  neighbourhood  at  Horringer,  which  since  I 
am  not  to  hope  for  here  will  make  my  journey  to  London  much  sooner 
desireable  than  it  would  otherwise  be  to,  Madam,  your  most  affectionate 
kinsman  &  obedient  servant. 

938.  To  ye  Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Ray  at  Mr.  Parkers  in  Norwich. 

Ickworth,  Oct.  22,  1731. 

The  true  &  unaffected  piety  I  think  you  are 
possessd  of,  joynd  to  that  simplicity  of  manners  &  sincerity  of  soul  I  observed 
in  you,  together  with  the  uncommon  progress  you  are  making  in  all  parts 
of  learning  proper  for  the  divine  profession  you  seem  really  calld  to,  made 
all  those  little  civilityes,  which  lay  in  my  way  to  shew  you  when  here,  very 
much  your  due ;  and  I  would  have  you  look  on  them  only  as  earnests  of  any 
future  services  that  may  fall  within  my  power  to  do  you,  being  with  great 
truth  your  real  friend  &  well  wisher,  Bristol. 

939.  To  Lord  Griffen.  Ickworth,  Nov.  20,  1731. 

I  find  my  self  obliged  to  trouble  your  Lordship 
again  with  a  coppy  of  another  letter  from  Fieldhouse,  by  which  it  will 
farther  appear  into  what  a  desperate  condition  his  &  his  father's  ignorant 
&  careless  management  has  brought  your  Lordship's  &  my  wife  her  estate  in 
Staffordshire.  I  once  proposed  a  method  to  your  Lordship,  which  might 
have  prevented  its  falling  into  those  very  ill  circumstances  to  which  it  is 
now  reduced,  and  out  of  which  it  is  now  past  my  skill  to  extricate  it.  I 
cannot  possibly  bring  ray  self  to  be  of  your  Lordship's  opinion,  that  sitting 
down  by  ye  present  loss  with  relation  to  Wood's  widdow  is  ye  best  course 
we  have  to  take,  since  should  we  let  other  tennants  see  the  law  has  left  us 
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no  remedy  against  such  knavish  proceedings,  every  other  of  them  woud  be 
tempted  to  take  ye  same  courses,  to  cheat  us  of  our  rent  &  throw  up  our 
farms  at  their  pleasure ;  to  prevent  which  I  shoud  humbly  advise  that,  as  it 
plainly  appears  by  ye  account  W.   Oliver  my  steward  gave  me  (of  which 
your  Lordship  has  a  coppy,)  when  the  several  parcells  of  the  estates  were 
offerd  to  sale  (your  Lordship  being  there  present)  that  then  the  husband  of 
this  Widdovv  Woods  held  of  us  a  house,  barn  &  above  20  acres  of  land  in 
Armitage  at  ye  yearly  rent  of  ;^i2,  which  he  offerd  then  to  purchase  of  us 
for  ye  sum  of  ^350,  and  besides  which  he  had  adjoining  to  this  a  land  estate 
of  his  own  of  ;^i5  per  annum,  as  you  may  see  appeareth  by  Fieldhouse's 
letter  above  written  ;    now  it  is  certainly  worth  our  enquiry  what  can  be 
become  of  his  real  estate  as  well  as  of  ye  personal  estate  wherewith  he 
offerd  to  buy  that  farm  in  Armitage,  together  with  ye  crop  &  live  stock  that 
were  upon  his  farms  at  Armitage  &  that  at  Hore-cross,  late  Humphrey  Webbs, 
and  to  see  what  remains  of  the  whole  for  his  covenant  to  operate  upon ;  & 
that  I  conceive  must  be  brought  in  issue  by  getting  her  arrested,  &  thereby 
knowing  what  defence  she  will  be  advised  to  make  to  our  joint  action;  but 
in  this  procedure  we  ought  to  find  out  some  honest  &  able  attorney,  (my 
wife  &  I  both  barring  Mr.  Peach,)  who  will  safely  lay  &  effectually  prosecute 
such  a  suit  for  us,  wherein  your  Lordship  can  furnish  him  with  all  necessary 
materials,  of  which  the  articles  enterd  intoby  Wood  must  be  ye  groundwork, 
(whereof  your  Lordship  has  a  coppy,)  which  is  certainly  binding  for  three 
years,  &  in  case  he  had  our  farm  over  ye  fourth  year  will  oblige  his  executors 
to  continue  it  to  the  end  of  six  years  in  ye  whole  at  ye  least,  supposing  our 
agreement  not  good  for  ye  21  years,  which  he  hired  it  for  on  condition  of 
building  a  farm  house  with  3  bays  in  length,  &  we  allowing ^6  in  money  & 
rough  timber  towards  doing  the  same.     Your  Lordship  may  also  perceive 
what  further  losses  we  are  like  to  be  exposed  to  in  ye  other  branches  of  our 
estate,  in  case  some  timely  care  be  not  taken  to  prevent  them ;  how  that  is 
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to  be  hoped  for  by  continuing  the  management  of  it  in  ye  same  loose 
unskilful!  hands  which  brought  ye  others  upon  us  exceeds  all  reasonable 
expectation.  A  fresh  instance  of  his  fidelity  &  good  manners  he  has  given 
us  in  letting  ye  expired  lease-land  of  Widdow  Statham's  at  Tetbury  for 
thirteen  pounds  per  annum,  tho'  he  &  his  father  both  said  woud  be  worth  at 
least  ^  15  per  annum  at  a  rack-rent.  II  your  Lordship  woud  take  ye  trouble 
of  a  trip  to  Hore -cross  in  order  to  put  all  things  on  a  better  foot  there,  you 
need  not  doubt  of  receiving  any  necessary  powers  you  shall  signify  you 
want  for  that  purpose  either  from  my  wife  or  your  Lordship's  etc. 

940.        To  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough.   Ickworth,  Nov.  25,  1731. 

The  great  concern  I  was  in  lest  my  misfortune  in 
meeting  with  ye  most  unreasonable  of  all  trustees  might  occasion  your 
Graces  being  disappointed  of  the  money  at  ye  time  first  fixd  by  my  notice, 
was  much  releived  by  ye  letter  your  Grace  honourd  me  with  of  ye  2d  of 
October  last,  wherein  you  had  ye  goodness  to  tell  me  that  you  woud  take 
care  I  shoud  not  be  put  to  ye  inconvenience  of  paying  in  ye  mortgage  to  ye 
Duke  of  Marlborough's  executors  till  it  suited  with  my  own  affairs,  tho' 
that  should  not  happen  till  November,  an  indulgence  I  have  been  so  farr 
worthy  of  as  to  leave  no  stone  unturnd  by  my  self  or  agents  to  get  ye  decree 
passd,  the  deeds  of  assignment  prepared,  and  the  money  ready  to  be  paid 
some  day  within  this  month  ;  and  I  am  not  yet  out  of  all  hope  that  Mr. 
Sharpe  will  be  enabled  by  my  sollicitor,  Mr.  Harpsr,  to  tell  your  Grace 
very  soon  when  ye  whole  will  be  ready  for  your  Grace.  How  much  I  have 
felt  and  sufferd  from  ye  undeserved  misunderstandings  and  unavoidable 
disappointments  which  have  arisen  from  ye  paying  in  of  this  fatal  sum  hath 
been  more  than  many  such  can  compensate  to.  Madam,  your  Grace's  ever 
faithfull  friend  &  most  obedient,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 
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94L        To  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough.     Ickworth,  Dec.  4,  1731. 

I  hope  Mr.  Sharpe  hath  been  so  just  as  to 
acknowledge  the  draughts  had  been  with  him  ten  days  before  he  sent  them 
to  your  Grace,  so  that  if  any  inconvenience  shoud  happen  by  that  delay,  it 
will  not  be  imputed  to  me,  who  have  taken  as  much  care  to  get  this  affair 
dispatchd  within  the  time  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  felt  as  much  pain 
from  ye  disappointments  occasiond  by  other  men's  unreasonableness,  as  if 
ye  fault  had  realy  been  my  own.  If  your  Grace  and  the  other  parties 
concernd  approve  of  the  assignment  as  tis  prepared,  a  few  days  now  may 
finish  this  bussiness,  which  has  been  so  much  desired  by,  Madam,  your 
Graces  most  obedient,  faithfull,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

Your  Grace  shall  have  notice  when  every  thing  is  ready. 

942.        To  Lord  Griffin.  Ickworth,  Dec.  4,  1731. 

My  wife  &  I  are  very  much  concernd  for  the 
misfortune  which  befell  you  in  hunting,  &  hope  if  you  have  an  honest  & 
able  surgeon  that  it  will  be  attended  with  no  very  ill  consequences.  Where 
to  find  an  attorney  of  that  character,  living  at  or  near  Litchfield,  I  know 
not ;  but  as  I  have  now  my  son  Harry  quarterd  at  that  city,  if  your 
Lordship  is  not  acquainted  with  one  qualifyed  to  undertake  the  business, 
which  requires  an  agent  of  both  skill  &  integrity,  who  will  have  no 
underhand  dealings  with  Widow  Wood  or  her  advisers,  I  will  write  to  him 
to  inquire  after  such  a  person,  for  unless  we  employ  one  of  an  established 
reputation  for  honesty  &  ability,  we  had  better  never  commence  our 
suite  ;  hadFieldhouse  or  his  father  answerd  that  description,  our  estate  had 
not  been  in  so  ruinous  a  condition  as  I  foresaw  &  foretold,  &  which  your 
Lordship  now  sees  is  come  to  pass.  There  is  no  knowing  what  to  advise 
farther  than  I  have  already  taken  the  liberty  to  do  till  we  can  be  certainly 
informed  of  the  true  state  of  the  case  as  to  every  particular  which  has  past 
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between  either  of  the  Fieldhouses  and  the  widdow  or  her  son  dureing  the 
whole  transaction  since  the  death  of  her  husband ;  for  if  upon  a  triall  to 
make  good  the  covenants  of  the  agreement  between  us  she  should  be  able 
to  prove  our  agents  had  accepted  of  any  notice  or  have  done  any  act 
which  may  barr  our  action  for  the  accrued  and  to  accrue  rent,  we  had 
better  never  bring  it  ;  and  this  your  Lordship  can  onely  know  by 
examining  them  personally  in  private,  and  sending  me  their  confession ;  at 
the  same  time  your  Lordship  may  call  upon  Fieldhouse  the  son  to  know  of 
him  what  he  means  by  asking  in  his  letter  to  you — If  the  things  in  the  land 

might  be  seizd  upon,  the  rent  may  be  easily  made  up,  etc. since  it  no 

ways  appears  to  me  what  stock  or  other  effects  he  can  allude  to  thereby.     I 
am  etc. 

943.        To  Captain  William  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Dec.  lo,  1731. 

Dear  Will 

I  heartily  congratulate  your  safe  return  again  to 
your  native  country,  &  have  given  God  my  sincere  thanks  for  it,  as  I  doubt 
not  but  you  have  done  on  this  and  will  always  do  on  iuture  occasions  of  his 
gracious  Providence  towards  you.  I  shoud  be  very  glad  if  you  coud  get 
leave  to  make  a  short  journey  to  London  to  quicken  Mr.  Ayles  in  getting 
ready  your  ;^8ooo,  which  is  to  be  put  out  on  ye  assignment  of  ye  mortgage 
from  ye  Duke  of  Marlborough's  executors  to  your  trustees ;  it  hath  hung 
so  long  on  ye  difficulties  his  needless  caution  created  by  insisting  on  a 
decree,  that  could  I  have  foreseen  what  woud  have  happened  from  his 
unreasonable  delays,  I  woud  not  for  ye  value  of  ye  money  have  been  con- 
cerned with  him.  I  hope  you  found  your  daughter  in  perfect  health,  that 
being  by  all  accounts  I  have  had  of  her  the  only  thing  she  may  want, 
having  as  much  wit  &  beauty  as  your  fondest  wishes  can  desire.     It  must 
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be  needless  to  tell  you  both  she  &  you  will  be  always  wellcome  here  to  your 
most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

I  hope  you  got  more  by  what  you  brought  from  Cadiz  than  what  you 
were  to  have  carried  into  Italy. 

944.  To  Sir  Robert  Smith.  Ickworth,  Dec.  10,  173 1. 

You  judge  so  rightly  of  that  uneasy  state  of  mind 
which  the  unhappy  accident  of  your  eye  had  thrown  me  into,  that  nothing 
less  than  ye  hopefull  account  you  sent  me  of  its  recovery  coud  alleviate  ; 
but  even  that  I  must  own  was  mixed  with  some  allay,  since  I  was  sorry  to 
find  you  shoud  think  it  necessary  to  give  it  me  under  your  own  hand,  which 
might  prejudice  your  sound  eye  ;  for  I  had  much  rather  have  receivd  a  less 
accurate  relation  from  your  wife  than  tliat  you  shoud  run  any  risque  or  have 
put  your  self  to  ye  least  inconvenience  in  your  situation  solely  for  my 
satisfaction.  You  never  gave  me  ye  least  reason  to  suspect  your  sincerity, 
till  you  told  me  nothing  was  wanting  in  a  house  where  most  things  have 
been  so  upon  so  short  a  warning  as  you  was  able  to  give  me  to  have  them 
better  prepared  for  your  reception.  To  make  me  some  amends  for  ye 
concern  I  felt  that  you  woud  find  them  in  so  unfitt  a  posture  at  your  arrival, 
promise  me  by  your  poor  wife,  whom  I  have  pityed  almost  as  much  as  I  have 
grievd  for  you,  that  you  will  use  my  house  as  freely  and  make  your  self  & 
her  every  way  as  easy  in  it  as  if  it  were  your  own,  since  you  are  altogether 
as  welcome  to  that  &  every  thing  else  belonging  to  your  most  affectionate 
father  &  faithfuU  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

945.  To  Mr.  Dean  Butts.  Ickworth,  Dec.  19,  173 1. 

Altho'  I  have  lately  found  my  own  state  of  health 
in  such  disorder  as  not  to  have  been  able  to  enjoy  ye  benefit  of  being  abroad 
these  five  days  past,  yet  since  you  say  your  own  in  some  sort  depends  on 
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hearing  from  me,  I  adventure  writing  to  you  even  before  1  am  well  enough 
recoverd  to  do  so  on  any  other  subject.  It  is  very  true  that  ye  persons 
mentiond  in  yours  of  ye  13th  instant  came  hither  in  two  companies  at  several 
times;  but  if  their  errand  was  intended  to  make  me  discard  or  give  you  up, 
(which  I  cannot  charge  them  with  endeavouring  to  do,)  I  hope  your 
correspondents  owed  me  so  much  justice  as  to  acknowledge  they  coud  not 
learn  any  more  impressions  of  that  or  any  other  kind  to  your  disadvantage 
had  been  made  upon  me  than  you  your  self  coud  wish.  Coud  you  have 
thought  me  as  uncapable  of  groundless  jealousies  as  I  have  ever  deemd  you 
of  administring  the  least  real  cause  for  any,  you  woud  resolve  neither  to  feel 
nor  give  again  any  uneasyness  on  such  occasions  to  your  faithfull  friend, 
Bristol. 

946.  To  ye  Dutchess  of  Marlborough.  Dec.  19,  1731. 

I  receivd  a  letter  this  morning  from  my  agent,  Mr. 
Harper,  to  let  me  know  the  deeds  are  now  ingrossing,  and  will  be  finishd 
by  Monday  next,  after  which  they  must  pass  through  a  form  of  being 
approved  by  ye  Master,  which  he  says  shall  be  done  without  further  loss  of 
time,  and  Mr.  Sharpe  shall  have  notice  from  him  when  ye  money  will  be 
paid,  as  your  Grace  shall  also  have  from  me  ye  first  moment  ye  day  can 
certainly  be  told  you  by,  Madam,  etc. 

947.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Dec.  29,  173 1. 

Dear  Son 

The  senseless  stupid  project  Harry  sent  your 
mother  seizd  me  with  more  surprise  than  I  thought  it  possible  for  any  future 
folly  of  his  ever  to  give  me,  &  raisd  so  just  an  indignation  in  me  against  it 
&  him  that  I  lost  no  time  in  letting  him  know  my  full  opinion  of  the  many 
gross  absurdities  it  abounded  with,  particularly  with  regard  to  your  self^, 
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who  at  the  same  time  you  were  so  kind  to  be  solliciting  a  preferment  for 
him  in  a  profession  he  had  chosen  (contrary  to  my  judgment)  before  any 
other,  could  at  this  critical  juncture  be  so  weak  &  foolish  as  to  discover 
such  a  readyness  to  quitt  it  again  after  nine  years  service  in  it,  &  on  the 
whole  conjureing  him  to  think  no  more  of  it,  etc.  This  answer  I  concluded 
would  for  ever  banish  all  farther  thoughts  concerning  it,  &  as  I  judgd  the 
knowledg  of  so  extravagant  a  scheme  would  trouble  you  who  had  other 
things  besides  to  frett  you,  I  thought  it  adviseable  to  keep  you  wholly 
ignorant  of  so  unadvisd  a  step  as  none  but  so  thoughtless  a  fool  could  have 
made,  while  you  were  taking  pains  to  gett  him  favourd.  Thus  you  have 
the  true  &  naked  reason  how  you  were  brought  into  so  disagreeable  a 
scituation,  as  you  well  stated  it— that  you  must  be  supposd  either  to  know 
very  little  of  the  affairs  of  your  own  family,  or  that  you  give  very  bad 
advice.  However,  tho'  he  is  throughout  the  reverse  of  your  wise  &  valuable 
self,  yet  lett  me  still  desire  you  to  remember  he  is  your  brother,  Sc  to  do  all 
you  can  to  help  him.  It  gave  a  flow  of  fresh  spirits  to  my  drooping  mind 
when  I  read  of  your  success,  &  the  satisfaction  you  felt  in  carrying  your 
two  points,  tho'  they  kept  you  from  me,  &  without  knowing  what  the  one 
was,  I  had  rather  you  should  have  savd  the  poor  widow's  son's  life,  in  case 
he  lives  to  deserve  it,  than  have  prevaild  in  many  other  suits  of  greater 
consequence  than  I  know  your  modesty  with  all  your  meritt  will  suffer  you 
to  make.  But  when  I  came  to  the  conclusion  of  your  letter,  even  the  same 
pen  which  raisd  them  cannot  describe  how  they  sunk  again  for  your  dear 
sake,  being  too  well  acquainted  with  the  intolerable  agonies  &.  pangs  those 
disappointments  are  attended  with,  which  you  seem  to  have  mett  with  in 
being  deceivd  or  betrayd  by  a  friend  whom  you  really  lovd  ;  a  crime  Cosmo 
de  Medicis  branded  with  the  last  reproach,  when  he  remarkd  that  tho'  we 
may  read  we  are  commanded  to  forgive  our  enimies,  yet  we  nowhere  in 
Scripture  meet  with  any  injunction  to  pardon  false  friends.  The  re- 
Vol.  III.         L 
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presentation  of  your  case  is  so  cautiously  drawn  for  fear  of  the  clerks  of 
the  P.O.,  that  tho'  I  have  read  itten  times  over,  notfor  want  of  understanding 
the  sense  of  the  passage  but  the  person  concernd,  that  I  am  still  at  some 
loss  whom  to  condemn  &  to  deliver  over  to  Satan  for  so  monstruous  a 
behaviour  towards  one  incapable  of  deserving  it.  Tanto  magis  charissiraum 
Dei  metuas  offendere,  (says  St.  Paulinus)  quanto  promptius  dignatur 
ignoscere,  quia  majore  impietate  laeditur  qui  nescit  offendere,  et  gravius 
vindicatur  a  Domino  qui  non  expetit  vindicari  :  which  I  desire  you  would 
lett  those  know  for  thier  present  punishment  who  have  injurd  you  from 
your  most  affectionate  father. 

948.        To  Mrs.  Howard.  London,  Jan.  25,  1731. 

When  I  was  young  and  sometimes  a  little  too  au- 
dacious with  the  women,  I  remember  to  have  met  with  many   an  uplifted 
elbow  from  some  of  them,  whenever  they  supposd  I  had  said  or  done  any 
thing  they  ought  seemingly  to  reprove  me  for,  which  I  at  length  took  for  as 
much  as  they  meant,  and  proceeded  accordingly ;    but  being  now  grown 
old  I  have  many  reasons  to  make   me  believe  every  gesture  of  that  nature 
to  betoutde  bon,  and  to  construe  them  as  so  many  sincere  signals  of  defiance 
or  forbiddance,  hints  which  I  am  at  present  master  of  prudence  enough  to 
make  a  wiser  use  of  than  formerly,  and  therefore  must  discreetly  decline 
entering  into  contests  where  I  am  sure  to  be  vanquishd,  not  for  want  of 
argument  to  support  my  cause,  as  you  may  vainly  boast,  but — my  enemies 
will  tell  the  rest  with  pleasure. 

P.S. — Tho'  the  speaking  eyes  could  not  keep  sister  Herriet's  from 
wandering  towards  the  young  fellows  when  we  were  last  together,  yet  she 
must  still  be  belovd  by  Bristol, 
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949.  To  my  son  Tom.  April  22,  1732. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  you  the  uneasy  surprise 
your  last  letter  gave  me,  especially  as  it  came  so  soon  after  the  extra- 
ordinary relief  I  had  so  lately  furnishd  with  no  small  difficulty  to  my  own 
affairs  to  extricate  you  out  of  the  then  pressures  of  your  own,  which  could 
never  have  been  brought  upon  you,  considering  your  appointments,  by  any 
common  expences  necessary  to  that  way  of  living  you  might  and  ought  to 
have  put  your  self  into  by  being  with  me  gratis,  whenever  your  duty  on  the 
Queen  does  not  call  you  from  me.  I  have  alwaies  suspected  your  love  of 
and  still  following  that  pernicious  practice  of  gameing,  notwithstanding  my 
solemn  injunctions  and  your  promises  to  the  contrary;  but  if  your  wants 
arise  either  from  that  or  keeping,  were  I  master  of  as  much  money  as 
Sir  R.  W.,  I  would  not  furnish  a  farthing  to  maintain  the  one  or  countenance 
the  other.  How  then  can  you  expect  farther  help  from  one,  who  has 
already  exhausted  his  bowels  to  find  necessaries  for  himself  and  twenty 
children  without  any  assistance  but  from  a  land-estate  heavy  laden  with 
constant  taxes  ever  since  it  hath  been  in  the  possession  of  your  affectionate 
father. 

950.  To  ye  Bishop  of  Kilalla,  Dr.  Robert  Cleyton. 

Ickworth,  May  9,  1732. 

As  soon  as  I  had  satisfied  my  self  with  the  justice 
of  Mr.  Ryves's  cause,  and  saw  how  many  delays  and  hardships  it  had  been 
attended  with,  I  should  have  thought  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to  give 
him  all  the  assistance  in  my  power,  had  he  not  been  recommended  to  me 
by  your  Lordship ;  and  accordingly  as  I  found  him  unprovided  of  any  peer 
who  would  undertake  to  deliver  his  petition  and  to  move  the  House  upon  it, 
that  a  by-day  might  be  appointed  for  the  hearing,  (without  which  indulgence 
it  would  not  probably  have  come  on  to  be  heard  this  session,)  I  adventurd 
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the  day  before  I  left  London  to  trouble  the  Lords  with  a  few  reasons  to 
induce  them  to  grant  the  prayer  of  it ;  wherein  I  so  farr  succeeded  that  his 
cause  was  heard  last  Thursday,  and  that  the  decree  appeald  from  was 
affirmd  with  costs.  Whenever  your  Lordship  has  any  farther  commands  lor 
me,  you  shall  alwaies  find  me  your  faithful  friend  &  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 
P.S. — If  it  was  not  too  great  a  trouble,  I  would  beg  my  service  to  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Reynolds. 

951.  To  ye  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Dr.  Richard  Reynolds.* 

May  i8,  1732. 
My  son  the  bearer  hereof,  who  is  Master  of  Arts 
of  Queen's  College  in  Cambridge,  waits  on  your  Lordship  for  Holy  Orders. 
He  comes  furnishd  (I  hope)  with  proper  testimonials  from  the  Society,  and 
with  a  presentation  from  me  to  two  livings  in  my  patronage  and  your 
Lordship's  diocese,  which  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  render  him  capable  of 
being  instituted  to  by  indulging  him  both  Priest's  and  Deacon's  orders 
before  he  returns.  I  am  sensible  this  will  be  a  great  favour,  and  therefore 
should  have  been  very  tender  of  troubling  your  Lordship  with  such  request 
but  to  prevent  a  lapse.  I  should  be  extream.ly  glad  in  return  to  lay  hold  of 
any  opportunity  to  show  your  Lordship  how  very  much  I  am  your  Lordship's 
most  obligd,  humble  servant. 

952.  To  ye  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  Ickworth,  July  22,  1732. 

]\Iy  son  having  been  prevented  by  illness  from 
waiting  on  your  Lordship  at  ye  last  publick  Ordination,  I  shoud  take  it  as  a 
very  great  favour  if  your  Lordship  woud  indulge  him  two  private  Ordinations 
before  ye  time  of  lapse ;  or  in  case  your  Lordship  shoud  have  any  objection 
to  ye  doing  so,  I  must  then  make  it  my  request  that  you  woud  have  ye 
goodness  to  allow  me  your  Lordship's  half  year  to  present  in,  within  which 

*  Lord  Bristol's  marginal  note  says,  This  letter  did  not  go. 
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time  there  will  be  two  publick  Ordination  days.  Which  of  these  two  favours 
your  Lordship  shall  think  fit  to  grant  is  intirely  submitted  to  your  better 
judgment.  I  must  also  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  I  have  been  informed, 
where  one  living  is  under  eight  pounds  a  year  in  ye  King's  books,  (as  is  ye 
present  case,)  another  may  be  held  with  it  without  ye  trouble  &  expence  of 
a  dispensation  from  ye  broad  seal  by  ye  concurring  assent  of  ye  Bishop  & 
patron  ;  wherein  your  Lordship's  assistance  is  likewise  desired  by  one,  who 
woud  be  extreamly  glad  in  return  to  lay  hold  of  any  opportunity  to  shew 
how  much  he  is  your  Lordship's  most  obliged,  humble  servant. 

953.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  29,  1732. 

Dear  Son 

I  cannot  help  owning  to  you  that  no  parent  ever 
conceivd  fonder  hopes  of  any  child  than  I  had  done  of  your  sister  Herriet, 
from  the  surprizing  resemblance  she  bore  in  all  things  to  my  most  excellent 
mother,  which  made  me  alwaies  strongly  imagine  that  as  she  would  inherit 
her  uncommon  stock  of  piety,  chastity  and  charity,  so  God  would  as 
eminently  reward  all  those  rare  virtues  in  her  as  he  had  done  her  grand- 
mother, by  blessing  her  with  a  second  Sir  Thomas  Hervey,  and  so  to  have 
become,  as  they  were,  the  most  religious  and  happy  pair  in  their  generation  ; 
and  could  such  another  Phoenix  have  arisen  for  her,  I  concluded  she  Avould 
have  been  reservd  for  so  inestimable  a  blessing ;  and  therefore  dureing 
the  suspension  of  God's  determination  concerning  her,  full  of  such  sanguine 
expectations  I  often  wishd  and  prayd  she  might  be  spard ;  but  since  his 
omniscience  foresaw  so  great  a  treasure  could  not  be  found  for  her  in  this 
degenerate  age,  and  that  in  mercy  he  hath  otherwise  disposd  of  her,  I  am 
now  so  throughly  of  your  opinion  that  I  would  not  call  her  back  again,  were 
it  in  my  power,  from  that  blissful  state  of  safety  to  which  God's  gracious 
Providence  hath  exalted  hen 
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954.  To  ye  Reverend  Mr.  Whatley.         Ickworth,  Aug.  3,  1732. 

The  sickness  and  death  of  a  daughter  who  had 
given  ine  abundant  reason  to  love  and  value  her  when  living  and  to  regret 
her  now  dead,  will  I  make  no  doubt  fully  excuse  me  for  not  thanking  you 
sooner  for  the  favour  of  your  letter,  which  at  present  is  all  I  find  my  self 
able  to  do,  farther  than  to  wish  you  may  never  know  the  pain  and  grief 
which  attend  the  loss  of  such  a  child,  from  whom  every  virtue  was  justly 
to  be  hoped  for  without  the  least  appearance  of  alloy,  which  was  the 
known  case  of.  Sir,  your  afflicted  friend  and  servant,  Bristol. 
P.S.     I  deliverd  your  letter  to  Lord  Hervey. 

955.  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  Aug.  10,  1732. 

The  many  marks  of  your  constant  friendship 
towards  me  and  mine  have  never  faild  to  meet  with  as  warm  a  welcome  as 
they  deservd  from  me  on  all  occasions,  even  upon  the  present  one  ;  for  as 
your  former  congratulations  on  the  increase  of  my  family  were  so  many 
additions  to  my  happiness,  so  now  your  kind  condolence  on  the  loss  of  one 
of  the  hopefulest  branches  of  it,  from  her  thorough  resemblance  in  body  and 
mind  to  my  most  excellent  mother,  hath  provd  a  cordial  to  support  my 
spirits  under  it,  beside  that  of  knowing  we  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  and 
profit  of  your  conversation  again  in  this  neighbourhood,  without  which  one 
of  its  chiefest  charms  is  ever  wanted  by  your  most  affectionate  kinsman  & 
faithful,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

958.        To  Mrs.  Harry  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Sept.  25,  1732. 

Madam 

The  frequent  returns  I  have  had   of  ye  cholick 
must  be  my  excuse  for   not  thanking  you  sooner  for  ye   favour  of  your 
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letter,  the  subject  whereof  is  of  so  nice  a  nature  that  I  must  desire  you 
woud  not  at  present  press  me  to  expatiate  further  upon  than  to  say,  the 
person  concernd  has  lelt  himself  without  any  resource  as  to  ye  recovery  of 
my  affection,  but  as  his  future  behaviour  towards  you  by  repeated  acts  of 
prudence,  sobriety,  and  a  long  series  of  reformation  in  all  kinds,  may  shew 
me  he  can  make  himself  worthy  of  such  a  wife  as  you  are  esteemd  by  your 
faithfull  servant,  Bristol. 

Your  child  is  well. 

957.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ick worth,  Dec.  8,  1732. 

My  dear  Son 

Tho'  I  had  two  fitts   of  the  cholick  on  Tuesday 
last,  one  whereof  was  in  the  morning,   which  never  happend  to  me  before, 
and  that  I  experimentally  find  nothing  brings  them  sooner  upon  me  than 
leaning  down  to  write,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  venturing  the  worst  can  happen, 
to  tell  you  how  very  much  the  late  accounts  you  have  sent  us  of  your  own 
ill  state  of  health  have  contributed  to  make  mine  worse,  there  being  no  sort 
of  opiate  so  capable  of   asswaging   my  pains  as  the  perswasion  of  your 
being  likely  to  live  many  years  in  perfect  prosperity  after  mine  have  made 
an  end  of  me.     The  petition  of  which  I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  I  receivd 
yesterday  from  my  tenants  at  Sleaford,  which  I  must  own  surprizd  me  quite 
as  much  as  a  company  of  soldiers  with  their  concubines  and  bastards  could 
have  done  them,   since  [not]  in   the  worst  of  times,  even  in  King  James's, 
had   it  ever  been  attempted  to  quarter  any  part  of  that  or  any  other  army 
in  so  small  and  pityfuU  a  place  ;    neither    can  I  imagine  it  had  been  now 
dreamd  of  unless  to  exonerate  Newark,  who  chusesogood  a  member  as  Mr. 
Sutton,  to  oppress  the  tenants  of  a  protesting  peer  etc.     I  shall  give  you  no 
farther  trouble  on  this  occasion  than  to  leave  it  to  your  prudence  whether 
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you  will  think  it  worth  while  to  apply  to  Sir  William  Strickland  for  their 
speedy  removal  to  the  place  from  whence  they  came,  or  leave  them  to 
devour  that  little  which  is  to  be  found  where  they  are,  to  furnish  me  with 
an  additional  argument  in  proper  time  and  place  for  the  immediate  reduction 
of  the  present  dangerous  exorbitant  number,  which  tis  plain,  unless  for  the 
political  reason  already  hinted,  the  largest  towns  and  citys  in  Britain 
cannot  contain.     I  could  say,  but  am  not  able  to  write,  more. 

958.        To  Francis  Fauquiere  Esq.  London,  Jan.  1 1,  1732/3. 

Had  the  condition  of  the  town  of  Bury  been 
much  less  calamitous  than  it  is,  I  could  never  have  left  the  country  with 
any  sort  of  satisfaction  to  my  self  without  having  first  said  and  done  every 
thing  on  my  part,  which  I  thought  might  prove  effectual  for  the  relief  of 
such  poor  families  as  were  most  distressd.  In  order  whereunto  it  has  been 
proposd  that  the  gentlemen  of  that  Corporation  should  have  a  meeting  to 
consider  of  the  properest  method  to  distribute  such  money  as  shall  come  to 
the  hands  of  those  they  shall  appoint  to  receive  it  for  those  purposes.  I 
have  already  signifyd  to  several  of  that  body  that  my  steward  shall  pay  in 
one  hundred  pounds  (as  I  formerly  did  on  the  like  occasion)  wherever  the 
said  gentlemen  shall  agree  to  place  it  for  the  equal  benefit  of  both  their 
parishes  ;  and  whatever  you  or  any  other  neighbouring  gentlemen  may  be 
disposed  to  add  to  the  contributions  of  those  already  concernd,  I  think  I 
may  answer  will  be  gladly  and  gratefully  receivd.  Should  any  part  of  it 
be  found  necessary  to  be  expended  in  the  way  of  inoculation  as  you  propose, 
that  or  any  other  application  which  will  best  answer  the  charitable  purposes 
of  the  contributors  will  meet  with  the  readiest  concurrence  of.  Sir,  your  most 
humble  servant,  Bristol. 
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959.  To  Alderman  Lawrence  Wright.     London,  Feb.  13,  1732/3. 

My  good  Friend 

Having  been  afflicted  with  the  epidemical  dis- 
temper for  near  five  weeks,  it  brought  me  to  so  low  and  weak  a  condition  as 
renderd  me  incapable  of  writing  to  you  sooner  ;  but  had  I  been  able  I  could 
not  till  now  have  given  any  certain  answer  to  yours,  it  being  but  lately 
known  that  the  present  Bishop  of  Norwich  is  to  hold  his  livings  in 
commendam  for  three  years  ;  so  that  by  the  time  your  son  will  be  in  Priest's 
Orders  and  qualifyed  to  accept  of  what  I  promisd  you  on  his  behalf,  the 
Bishop's  term  will  be  expired,  when  should  I  not  be  alive  my  self  to  make 
it  good,  yet  I  have  taken  such  care  with  Lord  Hervey,  who  (besides  his 
inclination  to  do  you  or  yours  any  good  offices  of  his  own  accord)  will,  I  am 
fully  persuaded,  pay  that  pious  regard  to  my  memory  as  punctually  to 
perform  whatever  has  been  promisd  by  your  most  affectionate  friend,  Bristol. 
My  service  to  your  son. 

960.  To  Colonel  Norton.  Ickworth,  May  12,  1733. 

Mr.  Recorder  Turner  having  wrote  to  me  ever 
since  the  21st  April  last  desiring  he  might  succeed  Mr.  Frohock,  and  I 
concluding  he  would  be  an  unexceptionable  person  readily  granted  his 
request;  who  thereupon  going  to  acquaint  Lady  Felton  with  my  having 
nominated  him,  her  answer  to  him  was  that  she  had  orderd  all  the  Court 
rolls  to  be  deliverd  into  the  custody  of  one  Hanby  an  attorney,  whom  she 
had  appointed  her  steward.  Now  as  Mr.  Prime*  hath  desired  the  same 
office  by  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  and  I  being  unwilling  to  disoblige  either 
of  them,  having  in  my  answer  to  him  stated  the  case,  must  referr  you  thereto, 
hoping  upon  conference  between  yee  such  a  temperament  may  be  found  out 


•  His  answer  to  Counsellor  Prime  being  long  and  of  little  interest,  I  omit  it. — S.H.A.H. 
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as  will  gratifie  Mr,  Prime  without  giving  the  Recorder  any  just  ground  of 
exception;  for  unless  such  an  expedient  can  be  hit  upon,  I  must  otherwise 
be  necessitated  to  try  my  right  at  law,  which  would,  if  possible,  be  avoided 
by  your  laithfull  friend  and  humble  servant. 

961.        To  ye  Reverend  Mr.  Whatley,  Rector  of   Toft  near  Lincoln. 

Ickworth,  June  2,  1733. 

I  am  favourd  with  your  book  and  with  the  letter 
which  attended  it,  and  know  not  which  deserves  the  greatest  commendation, 
both  being  excellent  in  their  kind.  How  tarr  your  ecclesiastical  Prime 
Minister  may  find  himself  at  liberty  publickly  to  approve  of  those  just 
censures  you  have  passd  on  the  corrupt  and  abusive  practices  of  his  spiritual 
Courts,  I  will  not  pretend  to  guess ;  but  can  answer  for  every  honest  clerk 
as  well  as  lay -man  in  this  kingdom  that  they  have  long  wishd  for  a  thorough 
reformation  in  them.  Had  I  the  influence  in  disposing  of  Church  preferments 
which  he  has  amply  shewn  in  the  promiscuous  promotions  of  all  his  family 
or  kindred,  you  should  not  long  be  without  much  better  than  you  possess ; 
but  tis  possible  he  may  withhold  them  from  you  for  the  very  same  reasons  I 
would  conferr  them.  You  have  placd  the  happiness  attainable  by  a  marriage- 
state  in  so  amiable  a  light,  that  any  other  age  less  viciously  disposd  than 
the  present  one  would  be  as  intirely  won  over  to  an  universal  reverence  and 
pursuit  of  from  the  native  charms  you  have  describd  resulting  from  it  (when 
enterd  into  with  conscientious  views  only)  as  now  tis  made  the  standing 
jest  of  our  modern  men  of  mode  ;  since  then  you,  and  even  I  unworthy,  have 
usd  our  best  endeavours  to  restore  it  to  its  pristine  estimation  by  our  joynt 
examples  (but  all  in  vain),  we  have  no  better  expedient  that  I  can  think  of 
in  reserve  than  to  get  the  Roman  penalty  introducd  among  us  of  the  uxorium, 
to  punish  those  in  their  pockets  who  deride  and  disdain  to  comply  with  so 
sacred  an  ordinance,  instituted  by  God  for  the  compleatest  felicity  man  is 
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capable  of  on  earth.  Would  such  or  any  other  bill  bring  it  into  fashion 
again,  Parliament  should  once  more  be  attended  on  by  your  hitherto  useless 
but  most  faithfuU  friend  and  servant. 

962.       To  ye  Right  Hon.  Lord  Bathurst.     Ickworth,  June  4,  1733. 

The  trouble  you  had  the  goodness  to  give  your 
self  in  sending  me  an  account  of  the  disposal  and  success  of  my  proxy 
should  and  would  have  been  sooner  acknowledgd,  had  I  not  deferrd  my 
thanks  in  hope  before  this  time  I  might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
gratulating your  Lordship  upon  some  farther  advantages  our  75  had  gaind 
towards  the  detecting  and  punishing  of  such  corrupt  and  rapacious  practices 
as,  if  not  now  by  some  severe  examples  effectually  prevented  for  the  future, 
must  and  will  inevitably  bring  upon  us  that  universal  ruin  and  destruction, 
wherein  the  innocent  as  well  as  the  guilty  will  be  involvd.  Were  the 
scandalous  skreeners  of  such  repeated  villanies  to  suffer  only  with  the 
criminals,  one  could  find  as  little  pity  for  them  as  they  have  shewn  on  this 
and  many  former  occasions  for  the  undone  families  of  their  fellow-subjects 
by  the  same  infamous  contrivances.  But  who  can  expect  any  reformation, 
even  in  the  most  oppressive  grievances,  when  those  in  whom  alone  the 
power  of  rectifying  of  them  resides  can  put  the  negative  upon  such  fit  and 
necessary  questions  as  that  the  produce  of  the  sinking  fund  should  be  applyd 
towards  redeeming  such  taxes  as  are  most  grievous  to  the  subject  and 
detrimental  to  trade  etc.  This,  1  must  own,  gave  me  very  strong  fore- 
bodings that  we  should  at  last  lose  the  main  one  relating  to  the  South  sea 
directors,  which  by  my  letters  now  come  in  since  I  began  to  write  I  find 
were  but  too  true  suggestions,  their  acquittal  having  been  carryed  by  five 
votes.  I  have  livd  to  see  many  great  and  good  points  miscarry  by  allowing 
time  and  money  enough  to  those,  who  never  faile  to  employ  both  in  working 
upon  mercenary  minds  to  defeat  them ;    and  as  long  as  that  is  the  case 
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better  times  can  never  be  expected  by  one,  whose  hope  of  that  kind  hath 
been  so  long  deferrd  that  it  hath  made  the  heart  sick  of,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordships  most  obligd,  most  faithful!,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

963.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  June  9,  1733. 

Dear  Son 

As  I  am  a  stranger  to  ye  many  secret  motives 
which  must  have    influenced    your   choice     so   suddenly    to  exchange  ye 
important  House  you  was  a  member  of  for  so  insignificant  an  one  as  your 
friend  and  you  have   endeavourd  to  make  that  you  are  to  be  translated  to, 
I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  whether  upon  the  whole  it  was  well 
judgd  or  not ;    but  having  viewd  it  in  every  light  my  thoughts  can  place  it 
in,  I  cannot  see  that  you  will  be  thought  to  have  been  much  better  rewarded 
at  ye  conclusion  of  this  meritorious   session  than  Lord  Torrington,  who  is 
generally  lookd  upon  as  kicked  upstairs  ;    and  if  the  person,  whom  tho'  you 
love  so  much,  should  once  find  out  you  are  one  of  those  who  will  be  content 
to  feed  upon  &  can  digest  lob-lolly,  you  must  not  hope  those  tip-top  wages 
will  be  allotted  you  hereafter  for  all  those   hard  services  you  have  already 
undergone  &  must  continue  still  to  do  in  support  of  him  &  his  extraordinary 
counsels,  (to  say  no  worse  of  them,)  which  your  known  abilities  &  through 
zeal  deserve.     Since  paying  the  fees  incident  to  this  promotion,  as  you  at 
present  are  pleasd  to  call  it,  will  prevent  any  allay  to  ye  double  pleasure 
you  shall  in  that  case  find  in  it,  farr  be  it  from  me  to  refuse  your  request, 
with  ye  renewal  of  a  most   sincere   declaration   I   have  before  made,  that 
one  of  my  greatest  griefs  in  life  have  been  that  you  by  marrying  without  a 
considerable  portion  shoud  stand  in  need  of  more  than  I  have  been  able  to 
do  for  you,   &  that   I  by  multiplicity   of  children,  continuation  of  heavy 
taxes,  &  other  accidents,  have  not  had  wherewithal  to  shew  you  with  how 
much  readyness  &  pleasure  I   woud  have  allowd  any  share  of  my  estate 
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to  have  madeyoa  as  easy  &  independent  as  I  have  always  wishd  to  see  you, 
especially  as  this  last  circumstance  enables  men  whose  minds  are  virtuously 
disposd  to  make  much  better  figures  out  of  place  than  those  now  in  any, 
the  whole  world  is  convincd,  can  or  will  be  sufferd  to  make.  Your  saying  it 
was  at  last  fixd  that  you  shoud  go  into  the  House  of  Lords  this  week,  made 
us  expect  to  hear  from  you  by  last  night's  letters  that  you  were  introduced 
&  a  new  writt  movd  for  etc,  ;  but  your  silence  has  so  surprized  us  that  we 
are  motionless  till  farther  notice  from  you  when  Colonel  Norton  can  come 
down,  without  whose  presence  no  election  can  be  proceeded  upon ;  but 
whenever  it  is  to  be,  I  think  I  may  with  confidence  assure  you  there  will 
not  be  one  negative  upon  your  brother  (Tom),  no  more  than  ever  has  been 
upon  your  self,  by  ye  care  &,  if  I  may  say  so,  personal  credit  of  your  most 
affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

964.        Spoke    June  29,  1733,     the  small  pox  being  at  Bury. 

Mr.  Alderman  &  you  Gentlemen  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, My  son  hath  desird  I  would  do  him  the  justice  to  lett  you  know  under 
how  great  a  concern  I  left  him  at  Ickworth  that  he  could  not  waite  upon 
you  himself  to  thank  you  all  for  the  very  great  honour  you  have  done  him 
in  conferring  so  important  a  trust  upon  him  as  choosing  him  so  unanimously 
for  one  of  your  representatives  in  Parliament ;  a  trust  which  I  have  reason 
to  hope  you  will  find  him  execute  with  the  same  fidelity  many  of  my  family 
have  shewn  in  that  honourable  station,  where  you  have  so  often  placd  them. 
This  fresh  marke  of  your  favour,  added  to  the  many  former  ones  I  have 
experiencd  from  you  to  me  and  mine,  must  make  my  life  too  short,  were  it 
to  be  lengthend  to  its  latest  period,  ever  effectually  to  discharge  such  debts 
my  self  as  you  are  alwaies  thus  increasing  on  me.  However,  I  have  the 
pleasing  prospect  of    leaving  those  behind  me,    who  I   know   will  ever 
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retain  so  grateful  a  sense  of  your  constant  kindness  to  and  confidence 
in  our  family,  that  whatever  services  they  can  do  towards  promoting  the 
prosperity  of  this  town  and  Corporation  you  may  depend  on  their  utmost 
assistance  to  procure  for  you,  when  your  old  friend  &  faithful  servant  shall 
be  no  more. 

965.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  June  30,  1733. 

Knowing  how  well  you  love  our  son  Tom,  and 
consequently  how  anxious  you  must  be  in  the  success  of  what  so  nearly 
concerns  him  as  getting  into  Parliament  with  reputation,  I  will  rather 
venture  a  second  fitt  of  my  cholick  (having  already  endurd  one  since  dinner) 
than  let  the  particulars  of  his  election  be  learnd  from  a  less  authentick  hand 
than  my  own ;  viz.  he  was  yesterday  chosen  to  succeed  Lord  Hervey  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Corporation,  where  not  one  member  was  absent,  and  where 
no  one  voter  put  a  negative  upon  him  that  was  present,  and  all  this  unanimity 
brought  about  by  personal  family  credit  &  confidence,  without  one  penny 
given  or  promisd,  nay  not  expected.  There  were  several  thousands  of  people 
attended  my  self,  his  brothers  &  the  gentlemen  with  us  from  his  house  to 
the  Guild-hall,  with  drums,  musick,  morris  dancers  &  bells  ringing  etc, 
with  many  huzzas  and  repeated  acclamations  of  Long  live  the  honest  Earl 
of  Bristol  and  every  branch  of  his  noble  family  for  ever,  etc.  The  crowd  was 
so  very  great  &  the  weather  so  warm,  with  clouds  of  dust,  that  I  was  very 
glad  Tom  was  not  amongst  us,  who  must  have  been  made  very  apprehensive 
upon  seeing  so  very  many  who  had  lately  had  the  small-pox.  I  never 
remember  to  have  observd  more  true  and  cordial  affection  than  on  the 
present  occasion,  even  before  they  had  drank  ten  hogsheads  of  strong  beer, 
with  which  they  concluded  the  evening,  as  you  see  tis  time  for  me  to  do 
this  letter. 
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966.        To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Ickworth,  July  2,  1733. 

As  much  as  your  Lordship's  letter  abounds  in  kind 
compliments  &  congratulations,  I  can  with  as  great  sincerity  as  I  am  sure 
they  were  sent  return  them  by  affirming  I  felt  a  much  more  sensible  satisfac- 
tion in  your  Lordship's  being  promoted  to  ye  House  of  Peers  than  I  have 
been  able  to  find  even  after  hearing  all  Lord  Hervey's  reasons  for  his  being 
called  thither.  The  cheif,  nay  only,  good  I  can  possibly  pick  out  of  it  is 
that  it  has  proved  an  inlet  to  his  brother's  sitting  in  ye  House  of  Commons; 
but  how  far  his  native  rigid  honesty  and  invincible  modesty  will  suffer  him 
to  be  ye  better  or  the  happier  by  his  being  there,  your  Lordship,  if  you  are 
as  well  acquainted  with  his  nature  and  principles  as  I  am,  must  foresee  will 
prove  precarious  at  best.  Can  ye  recent  examples  which  have  been  made 
of  men  for  acting  according  to  ye  dictates  of  their  reason  &  conscience  yield 
any  comfortable  prospect  to  one  of  Tom's  cast  of  mind,  who  from  what 
has  passed  in  too  many  important  instances  must  see  on  what  hard  terms 
preferment  can  be  either  gained  or  kept  ?  He  will  find  a  dinner  of  herbs 
better  where  content  is  than  a  stalld  ox  &  self  dissatisfaction  therewith. 
Your  Lordship's  very  kind  offer  of  coming  over  to  Bury  woud  have  been  ill 
bestowd,  coud  w'e  have  made  so  wrong  a  use  of  it  as  to  have  sufferd  your 
taking  so  hot  &  fatigueing  a  journey  on  ye  present  occasion,  when  by  your 
many  former  friendly  offices  you  had  helpd  to  fix  my  interest  there  so  strongly 
as  made  your  presence  now  unnecessary  to  secure  my  son's  election,  which 
passd  with  as  honourable  an  unanimity  as  any  of  our  family  used  to  be 
chosen  with  ;  no  member  of  ye  Corporation  absent  from  ye  Hall,  nor  no 
other  candidate  put  in  nomination  by  any  one  present,  and  this  without  one 
penny  promisd,  given  or  expected.  O  !  that  all  majoritys  were  so  constituted  ! 
That  your  Lordship  shoud  be  receivd  by  your  citizens  of  Norwich  with  as 
many  marks  of  respect  as  any  of  your  predecessors  I  wonder  not,  since  I 
think  they  ought  to  pay  you  yet  more,  &  will  of  course  do  so  when  your 
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merit  hath  been  as  long  and  as  well  known  by  them  as  it  hath  been  by  your 
Lordship's  faithfuU  friend  and  servant,  Bristol. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  your  lady  ;    as  you  say  nothing  of  her  health  or 
your  own,  1  have  ye  pleasure  to  conclude  ye  are  both  well. 

967.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  B.        Tunbridge-Wells,  July  4,  1733. 

Your  letter  is  this  moment  come  to  my  hands, 
which  of  itself  was  most  welcome  to  me,  and  doubly  so  lor  the  good  news 
it  brought,  for  tho'  I  was  very  sure  of  dear  Tom's  being  chosen,  the  manner 
of  it  adds  greatly  to  the  pleasure,  which  I  thank  you  for  giving  me  at  a  time 
when  I  was  in  so  much  need  of  it,  being  holding  my  head  over  a  bason 
almost  distracted  with  the  toothach,  which  I  have  had  every  night  since  I 
saw  you,  but  this  day  it  has  continued  so  that  I  have  not  stirred  out  but  to 
drink  my  waters,  nor  is  there  any  temptation  for  it ;  I  never  saw  so  dismal  a 
place  ;  one  table  of  penny-quadrille  is  all  the  season  has  afforded  ;  you  may 
believe  that  will  not  much  help  my  low  spirits,  which  are  (if  possible)  worse 
than  ever.  Sir  Robert*'  and  I  play  at  cribbidge  at  home;  he  and  Lue  came 
on  Monday  night  in  perfect  health  &  spirits ;  she  has  begun  the  waters  and 
I  hope  they  will  agree  with  her,  (for  she  was  extreamly  ill  at  London,)  and 
that  they  v.^ill  have  as  good  effect  upon  her  as  they  have  had  upon  Lady 
Burlington,  for  she  mends  daily.  I  wish  I  coud  hear  dear  Nan  did  so,  &  that 
you  were  cured  of  your  cholick  ;  I  am  afraid  you  eat  too  much  pudding  and 
fruit,  which  you  know  will  give  it  you  ;  I  dare  say  these  waters  woud  do 
you  and  Nan  both  good;  woud  to  God  you  woud  try  and  fetch  us  home; 
there  is  hardly  any  thing  one  woud  not  do  to  get  out  of  pain,  as  I  can  tell 
by  sad  experience,  for  mine  is  now  so  bad  I  can  hold  out  no  longer. — That 
wretched  fellow  Craske  has  preachd  here,  but  did  not  remember  you  in  his 
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prayer,  which  was  taken  notice  of,  but  I  suppose  he  forgot  he  was  your 
chaplain,  or  that  you  raised  him  from  a  dunghill. — I  hope  you  receivd  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Harper  with  a  copy  of  mine  to  the  Master  in  Chancery.  I 
am  too  bad  to  enter  into  particulars. 

968.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  23,  1733. 

Dear  Son, 

I  have  read  over  Voltaire's  Temple  du  gout,  for 
which  I  thank  you,  but  much  more  for  the  entertaining  criticisms  you  sent  me 
upon  the  book  and  its  author,  by  which  and  many  other  performances  both 
in  verse  and  prose  of  the  same  agreeable  genius  I  am  apt  to  conclude  my 
correspondent  must  have  been  no  small  favourite  with  the  God  of  taste 
himself,  who  tho'  tres  difficile  a  satisfaire,  yet  as  il  n'aime  point  a  demi,  so  he 
early  admitted  him  behind  the  vail,  where  all  the  mysteries  of  the  Muses 
must  have  been  revealed  to  him  to  enable  him  to  succeed  so  well  as  he  hath 
done  on  every  subject  he  hath  treated  of;  were  any  thing  he  ever  wrote 
liable  to  exception,  tis  where  speaking  of  the  Utopians  he  terms  them  tire- 
somly  wise  and  virtuously  disagreeable,  and  thinks  living  in  such  ennuyant 
company  hardly  better  than  not  living  at  all,  and  had  rather  run  the  risque 
of  a  Punick  society  than  pass  his  time  in  the  dull  safety  of  so  much 
unpleasing  honesty  ;  a  passage  which  accounts  for  the  short  and  infrequent 
visitts  he  makes  in  some  places  where  he  is  lovd  and  admird,  and  for  bis 
chusing  to  abide  long  in  others,  because  there  he  finds  so  very  little  of  what 
he  must  seem  at  least  to  disapprove.  However,  I  must  remind  him 
what  was  said  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  that  as  his  excellent  talents  and  great 
wisdom  advancd  him,  so  his  steady  virtue  and  inflexible  honesty  ruind  him, 
he  not  being  able  (at  once)  to  content  Henry  the  8th  and  his  own  conscience. 
To  which  let  me  add,  that  tho'  he  may  be  great  a  while  who  serves  his 
Prince's  private  interest,  yet  he  must  and  will  be  intrinsically  and  ever 

Vol.  III.  N 
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so  who  is  in  all  things  carefull  of  the  publick  good,  (a  most  tremendous 
trust  to  be  accountable  for  when  ill  executed,)  and  that  as  servile  comply- 
ances  often  conclude  with  the  contempt  of  those  we  have  unwarrantably 
humourd,  so  a  fixd  and  noble  resolution  to  oppose  all  false  and  flattering 
measures  hath  at  length  been  rewarded  even  with  the  reverence  of  those  it 
might  at  first  have  discontented.  If  this  be  the  sort  of  wisdom  you  are 
studying  to  teach  our  senators  and  your  self,  the  God  of  providence  will 
prove  as  propitious  to  you  in  all  your  political  undertakings  as  that  of  taste 
hath  shewn  himself  to  you  in  the  progress  of  your  learned  lucubrations, — I 
have  here  inclosed  a  bill  to  discharge  the  fees  for  passing  your  patent,  which^ 
as  I  told  you,  since  you  have  been  persuaded  to  be  pleased  with  the  thing, 
will  not  be  thought  wholly  thrown  away,  which  it  would  otherwise  have 
been  by  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol, 

969.  To  Colonel  Norton.  Ickworth,  Aug.  6,  1733. 

Since  Alderman  Macro  and  his  son  Ralph  came  on 
purpose  hither  to  take  a  formal  leave  of  me  and  my  interest,  after  having  done 
both  all  ye  good  offices  in  my  power  and  some  of  no  small  moment,  I  have  never 
thought  of  applying  to  the  father  for  any  favour  on  my  own  account  ;  but 
since  you  say  tis  absolutely  necessary  to  reconcile  him  to  your  interest-  that 
I  shoud  write  by  this  post  to  Lord  Hervey,  I  will  not  fail  to  do  so,  as  also  to 
take  care  that  my  son  Tom  shall  be  here  before  the  day  of  election.  I  am 
sorry  to  hear  you  are  ill.  I  hope  your  servant  told  you  I  was  at  your  door 
yesterday  to  have  made  you  a  visit,  who  said  she  did  not  expect  you  home- 
till  to  morrow.    I  am  etc. 

970.  To  ye  Duke  of  Dorset.  Ickworth,  Aug.  11,  1733. 

I  had  already  prevented  ye  purport  of  your  Grace's 
commands  by  writing  to  my  tennant  in  Kent  to  do  L —  M,  all  ye  service  in. 
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his  power,  upon  what  my  son  Felton  had  told  me  was  desired  of  me  by 
Lord  B.  G.,  whose  kindness  to  him  and  the  countenance  shewn  him  by  your 
Grace  has  made  every  return  due  to  you  that  can  at  any  time  be  made  by 
your  €tc. 

97L        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Aug.  18,  1733. 

A  letter  of  eight  pages  in  quarto  from  a  corres* 
pondent  who  is  master  ot  so  little  leisure  and  of  so  much  entertainment, 
should  have  been  sooner  acknowledgd,  had  not  ye  fatal  way  of  reasoning 
I  find  you  still  wedded  to  upon  ye  most  important  &  decisive  question,  stund 
me  with  such  astonishment,  that  I  am  yet  scarce  enough  recoverd  to  tell  you 
my  thoughts  upon  it  with  that  temper  &  tenderness  I  always  intend  to  treat 
every  subject  wherein  we  unhappily  differ.  Is  it  then  possible  at  last  that 
ye  very  article,  which  has  contributed  much  more  than  any  other  to  produce 
those  uneasynesses  &  dissatisfactions  you  complain  &  seem  so  apprehensive 
of,  shoud  at  this  very  critical  juncture  when,  if  ever,  the  affections  of  the 
people  ought  to  be  conciliated  by  all  indearing  acts  of  ease  and, condescen- 
sion to  put  them  into  better  humour  against  ye  next  elections,  that  they 
shoud  have  the  same  terror  and  burthen  endeavourd  to  be  continued  upon 
them,  which  even  those  who  unadvisedly  argued  for  keeping  up  the  present 
dangerous,  unnecessary,  expensive  number  of  troops  gave  all  along 
assurances  that  this  next  year  they  themselves  woud  vote  for  a  reduction 
of,  a  promise  I  believe  you  will  find  all  English  lay-men  expect  shoud  be 
performd.  You  need  not  be  so  old  as  I  am  to  remember  times  when 
counsels  ran  at  so  low  an  ebb  for  wisdom  &  true  policy  as  to  advise  & 
procure  many  unpopular  points  to  be  carried,  which  coud  not  but  create 
discontents,  and  then  made  use  of  those  discontents  as  plausible  reasons 
why  ye  people  were  not  fitt  to  be  relyed  on.  But  can  any  impartial  mind 
think  that  was  fair  or  kind   usage  ?    And  after  they  have  had  repeated 
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reasons  given  them  to  apprehend  no  future  ease  or  relaxation  is  intended  in 
their  favour,  can  it  be  wonderd  at  that  they  shoud  seem  to  show  no  better 
signs  of  satisfaction  on  their  part  than  ye  intelligences  from  Sussex  & 
Somersetshire  furnish  you  with  r  But  God  forbid  that  every  man,  who  woud 
but  cannot  approve  of  what  are  calld  his  M — y's  or  M — rs  measures,  shoud, 
as  hath  been  unjustly  done,  be  markd  for  and  numberd  among  ye  Jacobites  ; 
for  were  that  supposition  true,  they  woud  indeed  make  as  frightfull  a  figure 
as  your  fears  have  dressd  up  for  me  on  that  erroneous  calculation.  You 
can  name  no  man  in  this  kingdom,  not  excepting  your  friend  or  zealous 
self,  who  can  conceive  juster  or  more  dreadfuU  apprehensions  of  ye  de- 
structive consequences  of  Jacobitism  than  your  father,  or  who  woud  venture 
to  do  or  suffer  more  to  support  the  present  family  on  that  throne  I  helpd  to 
place  them  in  ;  but  you  know  my  fixt  opinion  has  ever  been  that  ye  most 
dangerous  sort  of  Jacobites  are  those  who,  whether  by  mistake  or  design 
will  prove  much  alike  to  all  concernd,  have  injudiciously  thought  it  necessary 
to  pursue  the  same  ominous  methods  to  keep  out  ye  supposed  son  which  so 
signally  servd  to  turn  out  ye  father.  Wherefore  for  all  our  sakes  be  prudent, 
&  push  this  odious  point  no  farther  than  our  common  security  requires, 
wherein  I  shall  gladly  join  on  all  reasonable  occasions.  All  that  you  have 
thought  fit  to  say  or  answer  for  me  with  regard  to  ye  Coalition  I  have  & 
shall  make  good  to  a  tittle  upon  the  same  strict  principles,  which  have 
fenderd  me  and  my  conduct  so  unpardonable  where  you  are,  as  that  even 
your  credit  &  repeated  solicitations  in  behalf  of  a  brother  who  because  he 
is  my  son  you  cannot  get  even  justice  done  him  after  ten  years  service  in  a 
bought  commission.     I  said  as  much  to  the  yEthiop*  before  we  parted  as  I 

*  After  the  long  series  of  letters  that  we  have  seen  between  Lord  and  Lady  Bristol  it  is  hard 
to  imagine  him  thus  speaking  of  her.  But  the  ^thiop  cannot  mean  any  body  but  her.  See  the  opening 
sentences  in  Letter  975.  It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  an  ominous  break  in  their  correspondence,  there 
being  no  letters  between  August  1729  and  June  1733,  at  least  none  ihoughl  fit  to  be  copied  into  the  letter 
book.  Both  just  before  and  after  this  break  his  letters  to  her  have  a  coldness  about  them  which  is  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  warmth  which  had  been,  and  which  never  re-appears.  His  notice  of  her  death  also 
in  his  diary  is  not  maiked  by  any  very  deep  feeling. — S.H.A.H. 
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can  ever  invent  to  tell  her  when  we  meet  again,  which  was  that  if  ever  she 
offerd  to  meddle  again  with  Corporation  affairs,  or  mentioned  Collonel 
Norton's  name  at  my  table  but  with  ye  decency  due  to  a  relation  &  to  one 
I  had  thought  fitt  to  engage  with,  that  I  would  neither  eat  nor  coud  live  any 
longer  with  her,  and  that  we  must  at  last  separate,  after  having  reluctantly 
declind  doing  so  before  upon  your  and  my  familys  account  more  than  upon 
our  own. — I  sent  your  letter  to  Mrs.  Macro  by  Will  Oliver  to  Collonel  Norton, 
that  if  he  could  make  a  better  use  of  by  delivering  of  it  himself  he  might 
do  so,  which  he  chose  to  do,  &  will,  I  hope,  have  the  desired  effect,  altho' 
it  is  incredible  how  strong  ye  current  runs  against  him,  which  I  question 
not  but  I  shall  be  able  to  stem  for  him  in  spite  of  all  ye  boasted,  silly  schemes 
infused  by  knaves  into  ye  credulous  -<^thiop  against  him.  I  cannot  see  that 
Charles's  being  one  ofjyour  chaplains  can  qualify  him  farther  than  the  being 
my  son  has  done  ;  but  whether  after  you  told  him  he  shoud  be  so,  and  that 
he  seemed  pleased  with  it,  you  will  think  of  bestowing  it  on  a  stranger,  is 
intirely  left  to  your  prudence ;  only  for  your  sake  I  must  state  ye  question 
thus ;  that  as  on  the  one  side  there  is  Lady  Hervey's  interest  in  Mrs.  Brook 
to  be  considerd,  rather  than  she  shoud  be  disappointed  and  by  that  dis- 
obligd,  old  Button  will  take  upon  him  to  satisfy  your  brother ;  but  then  on 
ye  other,  fresh  occasion  will  by  this  change  be  administerd  to  ye  ^thiop 
&.  her  few  flatterers  to  make  more  remarks  as  they  have  already  done,that  you 
have  employed  your  known  credit  at  Court  more  to  promote  other  people 
than  your  own  brethren,  which  was  never  practisd  by  any  of  your 
predecessors. 

972.        To  Collonel  Norton.  Ickworth,  Aug.  31,  1733. 

As  there  is  nobody  who  can  have  a  juster  opinion 
of  Mr.  Prime's  ability  in  his  profession  than  my  self,  and  as  I  believe  Lord 
Hervey  is  of  ye  same  mind,   so  I  make  no  doubt  of  his  readily  undertaking 
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ye  province  you  intend  to  assign  him  in  Mr.  Prime's  favour ;  but  if  the 
recommendation  must  be  made,  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole  by  both  ye  repre- 
sentatives, I  know  not  but  it  may  be  of  some  use  to  acquaint  you  that  my 
son  Tom  will  be  here  on  Sunday  next,  that  you  may  in  ye  mean  time  take  your 
measures  accordingly.     I  am,  Sir,  yours  etc. 

973.  To  the  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Ickworth,  Sep.  30,  1733. 

I  deferred  my  thanks  to  your  Lordship  for  ye 
favour  of  your  letter  and  ye  kind  concern  you  therein  expressed  for  my  son, 
till  I  could  with  full  assurance  acquaint  you  with  his  recovery,  for  which  I 
have  most  sincerely  returnd  praise  to  the  mercifuU  Author  of,  and  hope  he 
may  now  live  to  prove  of  some  service  to  his  declining  country,  &  become 
an  ornament  to  his  family,  whether  promoted  or  not  according  to  his  merit 
because  of  ye  supposd  demeritts  of  his  obnoxious  father,  whose  unfashion- 
able conduct,  allho'  he  knew  it  would  incurr  punishment  in  present,  yet 
doubts  not  of  its  being  rewarded  hereafter.  I  am  obliged  to  your  Lordship 
for  ye  present  you  made  me  of  the  cygnets,  tho'  they  are  both  already 
dead,  notwithstanding  ye  care  taken  of  them  by  your  Lordship's  etc. 

974.  To  Mr.  William  Carter  at  Sudbury.  Oct.  1733. 

Since  you  was  here  I  have  seen  my  son  in  law 
Sir  R.  S,,  who  I  find  has  some  thoughts  of  offering  his  service  to  your  town 
of  Sudbury  ;  but  before  he  makes  any  step  therein  would  be  glad  to  know 
how  farr  you  are  engaged  with  your  friends  Messrs.  Gainsburrough  and 
Burket  to  bring  in  Mr,  Jackson  at  the  next  election  ;  for  Sir  R.  S.  would  be 
willing  to  be  at  the  expence  of  standing  to  supply  Mr.  Knight's  vacancy  in 
the  ensuing  session,  provided  you  &  your  friends  would  promise  your  joynt 
interest  to  bring  him  in  with  Captain  William  Hervey  when  the  new  Par- 
liament is  to  be  chosen ;  but  in  case  this  scheme  should  any  way  interfere 
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with  what  was  agreed  between  us  as  to  getting  the  Captain  elected 
without  opposition,  Sir  R.  S.  would  by  no  means  think  of  altering  our 
measures  on  his  account.  Your  answer  to  this  as  soon  as  you  can  con- 
veniently favour  me  with  one  will  be  welcome  to.  Sir,  your  friend  to  serve 
you. 

975.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Oct.  25,  1733. 

Tho'  I  have  wrote  so  much  already  I  cant  help 
adding  my  conversation  with  Sir  Robert  (Walpole) ;  he  askd  me  if  I  had 
behavd  any  better  than  I  had  done  before  when  I  was  in  the  country  with 
the  Bury  Aldermen ;  I  told  him  I  had  your  orders  to  meddle  no  more  in 
Elections,  and  I  had  obeyd  you.  The  Princess  Royal  being  near  woud 
know  what  we  were  talking  of;  he  said,  Madam,  why  this  lady  woud  have 
her  lord  ungrateful  to  the  man  that  has  supported  her  family  interest,  or 
else  there  woud  not  have  been  a  Hervey  now  in  Bury,  nor  ever  will  be 
again  after  the  next  election  but  by  Colonel  Norton's  interest  being 
supported.  I  own  I  was  a  good  deal  piqud  at  this  speech,  and  told  him  I 
thought  it  woud  be  very  strange  that  a  family  interest  that  had  been  so 
many  years  before  any  of  us  was  born,  &  that  had  oftener  sent  two 
members  than  one  without  the  expence  of  a  shilling,  shoud  now  be  reducd 
to  be  beholden  to  one  who  coud  not  make  three  votes  in  the  Corporation 
but  by  your  interest,  &  I  believd  he  woud  not  be  so  ungrateful  as  not  to 
own  it ;  for  you  had  so  much  power  at  this  time  that  you  coud  chuse  any 
two  you  pleasd ;  but  Colonel  Norton  might  be  very  sure  you  woud  never 
break  your  word  with  him,  tho'  the  whole  bent  of  the  people  were  so  much 
against  him.  The  Princess  said,  I  think  she  is  too  hard  for  you,  Sir 
Robert ;  to  which  he  replyd.  But  I  can  be  too  hard  for  her  in  another 
point,  which  she  cant  answer,  that  is  that  Colonel  Norton  has  been  ever  a 
steady  Whigg,  &  never  swervd  from  his  principles,  or  given  a  vote  against 
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us,  which  is  more  than  she  can  say  of  some  of  her  friends.  I  said,  Those 
that  were  so  much  dependant  must  act  by  direction,  but  it  was  not  even  in 
his  power,  much  less  his  friends,  to  shake  my  Lord  Bristol's  interest  at 
Bury. — I  askd  Lord  Hervey  what  answer  he  had  sent  to  Harry  upon  his 
sending  him  word  of  Major  Suckling's  death ;  he  said  he  had  spoke  to  the 
King,  and  he  said  he  woud  see  what  coud  be  done  for  him  ;  that  being  a 
more  favourable  answer  than  we  have  ever  had,  I  hope  something  will  be 
done. — The  young  Dutchess  of  Marlborough  is  breathing  her  last,  if  not 
dead. — Lord  Hervey  was  in  very  good  spirits  yesterday  after  hunting,  and 
dind  with  me,  and  was  very  entertaining  to  the  whole  company.  I  am 
sorry  you  have  sufferd  for  your  indiscretion  in  altering  your  hours  and  not 
taking  your  rhubarb. 

976.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Oct,  29,  1733. 

Altho'  the  severe  fitts  which  I  have  had  of  the 
cholick  since  I  saw  you  might  very  well  excuse  me  from  writing  at  all,  as 
nothing  brings  them  sooner  upon  me,  yet  I  think  my  self  obligd  to  let  you 
know  that  I  entirely  approve  of  every  word  you  said  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
in  answer  to  that  wise  and  well-weighd  declaration  he  thought  fitt  to  make 
of  the  precarious  state  of  my  interest  at  Bury ;  who  by  the  present 
prosperous  condition  of  our  national  affairs  seems  to  have  been  as  well 
informd  and  to  have  as  masterly  a  judgment  in  both  forreign  and  domestick 
as  he  has  shewn  himself  to  be  in  mine.  As  to  the  declining  state  he 
endeavours  to  represent  the  credit  of  the  name  of  Hervey  in  at  Bury,  I 
humbly  trust  in  the  blessing  of  God  on  my  disinterested  integrity  that  the 
name  and  family  may  continue  to  flourish  there  and  here  when  tis  not 
impossible  but  that  the  tremendous  name  of  Walpole  may  be  no  more 
heard  of  at  Lynn  or  Houghton.  And  as  to  his  being  too  hard  for  you  in 
the  other  point,  as  he  vainly  &  unjustly  imagind,  I  impoweryouto  tell  him;, 
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and  will  avow  you  in  it,  that  your  friend  whom  he  sneeringly  alluded  to 
has  approvd  himself  one  of  those  few  old  &  steady  Whiggs  by  opposing 
his  even  worse  than  Tory  schemes  of  standing  armies,  revenues.  Parliaments 
etc.,  whilst  he  and  his  have  quite  deserted  those  noble  English  principles 
they  once  professd,  and  which  your  friend  still  adheres  to  with  an  undeviating 
constancy.— I  am  beholden  to  your  Mistress  for  allowing  me  at  least  to  be 
a  good,  honest  man  in  my  own  way,  tho'  an  odd  one  ;    may  she  live  to  find 
a  better  for  her  and  hers  than  I  woud  from  the  beginning  have  put  them 
into ;   viz.  of  reigning  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  which  ere  long  may  be 
hid  from  their  eyes.     That  I  am  a  poor  one  is  too  true ;  but  as  it  has  been 
owing  to  45  years  heavy  taxes  to  make  good  the  Revolution  &  to  support 
the  Protestant  succession  &  with  it  our  invaluable  laws  and  liberties,  I  am 
prouder  of  my  poverty  than  I  coud  have  been  in  the  possession  of  any  riches 
acquird  by   doing  of  drudgeries  my  heart  from  my  youth  up  ever  abhorrd 
with  detestation,   &  pity  those  who  serve  where  my  poor  merits  have  been 
so  gratefully  rewarded,  as  you  best  know  they  have  been.     I  think  my  self 
also  much  obligd  to  the  Princess  Royal  for  deciding  in  our  favour. — As  to 
the  serious  part  of  your  letter,  since  I  am  taking  care  to  get  our  son  Will 
(who  mends  but  slowly)  into   Sudbury  for  the  new  Parliament,  I  think 
entering  into  farther  fending  &  proving  about  what  passd  between  you  & 
Lord  H.  as  to  Bishop's  Castle  ought  to  be  altogether  avoided. — Is  Harry  to 
remain  a  cornet  for  ten  years  more  ?     O  !  the  gratitude  of  some  souls. 

977.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  London,  Nov.  i,  1733. 

I  hope  you  will  not  suffer  for  the  pleasure  you 
gave  me  by  your  letter  in  knowing  that  you  approvd  of  what  I  said  to  Sir 
Robert.  I  have  had  fresh  occasions  upon  that  subject  to  answer  in  the  same 
manner.  One  was  yesterday,  as  I  was  waiting  in  the  Queen's  bedchamber; 
the  Duke  of  Grafton  is  always  ready  to  bear  a  part ;  so  some  of  the  company 

Vol.  III.        o 
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askd  what  we  were  disputing  upon;  his  Grace  answerd,  She  will  always  be 
meddling  in  Bury  affairs,  tho*  she  knows  We  can  when  We  please  take 
off  every  friend  she  has.     Upon  which  I  told  him,  Your  Grace  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  story  of  Harry  Kilegrew  and  Sir  Francis  Child  by  adding  your- 
self to  Sir  Robert ;  for  you  very  well  know  you  never  coud  make  us  a  vote 
in  your  life,  and  it  woud  be  very  hard  if  you  coud  take  any  from  us.     This 
speech  made  Sir  Robert  himself  laugh,  as  well  as  diverted  the  rest  of  the 
company.    The  Queen  was  mightily  pleasd  when  I  told  her  this,  and  said 
she  wonderd  he  had  not  done  with  me,  I  had  so  often  had  the  better  of  him, 
for  nobody  had  more  wit  than  myself   when  I  was  provokd,  nor  nobody 
better  bred  when  I  was  lett  alone.    She  appeald  to  the  Princesses  if  she  had 
not  often  told  Lord  Hervey  that  he  had  all  those  sharp  repartees  from  his 
mother ;    so  that  you  may  see  I  gain   ground  apace  as  to  favour,  but  not 
much  in  the  pain  of  my  limbs.     Her  Majesty  orderd  me  to  make  her  com- 
pliments to  you,  and  wishes  you  joy  of  the  new  acquisitions  that  are  making 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  for  she  is  sure  you  will  be  pleasd  to  find  how  great  a 
figure  they  will  make  at  the  next  meeting,  and  what  power  they  will  have  of 
acting  for  the  publick  good.  Whatever  answer  you  send  to  this  shall  be  literally 
deliverd,  which  I  am  pritty  sure  by  what  I  have  heard  of  your  very  pritty 
letters  have  never  happend  to  you  yet ;  for  by  all  the  speeches  I  have  heard 
cut  of  them  I  shoud  think  you  were  becoming  a  repenting  sinner. — Mr. 
Harper  has  promisd  to  write  by  this  post  to  Lord  Griffin  and  also  to  you,  and 
send  a  copy  of  Mr.  Brown's  letter ;    as  soon  as  we  know  your  opinion,  he 
shall  have  an  answer. — I  am  sorry  poor  dear  Will  mends  so  slowly ;  pray 
give  him  the  pleasure  of  knowing  I  have  done  Tom  justice  to  the  Queen  as 
to  the  affairs  at  Bury,  and  all  the  pains  he  has  taken  in  that  interest.     She 
commended  him  extreamly,  and  said  he  had  writt  her  as  pritty  a  letter  as 
ever  she  read  in  her  life,  and  at  the  same  time  said  that  was  one  of  my 
talents,  but  I  am  afraid  you  will  not  think  so,  for  tho'  I  have  given  up  this 
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vacant  evening  for  this  purpose,  yet  being  so  fatigud  all  day  and  not  going 
to  dinner  till  between  4  &  5,  I  am  more  than  ordinarily  stupid. — I  spoke  to 
the  Queen  about  Harry,  and  she  said  she  was  quite  ashamd  he  had  nothing 
done  for  him.  I  spoke  to  Sir  William  Strickland,  and  I  refreshd  Lord 
Hervey's  memory  also  ;  but  I  am  afraid  he  is  too  great  a  courtier  to  be  very 
pressing. — Why  wont  you  take  your  rhubarb  ?  I  send  these  pills,  that  you 
may  have  no  excuse.  I  wish  you  may  read  this,  for  I  can  hardly  do  it 
myself;  you  know  how  bad  my  eyes  are  by  candle-light.  I  hear  nothing  of 
dear  Nan,  therefore  hope  she  is  well.  Lord  Hillsborough  is  baulked  in  his 
scheme,  for  the  affair  not  being  in  England  our  laws  can  give  him  no 
redress,  nor  the  deed  he  forcd  her  to  sign  be  of  any  use,  because  not  volun- 
tary ;  but  they  say  Lady  Buck  and  Mrs.  Hisham  have  comforted  him  by 
turns.  I  wish  I  had  something  to  give  Lady  Betty  Germaine  in  return  lor 
all  her  goodness  to  me. 

978.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Nov.  3,  1733. 

I  have  but  a  moment  of  time  before  the  Opera  to 
let  you  know  what  Sir  Robert  told  me  to  day,  (for  we  are  now  extreamly 
well  together,)  that  he  was  afraid  our  friend  Carter*  was  a  double  dealer, 
for  that  one  Pariss,  a  rich  citizen,  had  been  with  him  to  second  his  interest 
with  Carter,  who  he  said  was  his  factor  and  did  all  his  business  for  him, 
and  had  promisd  him  to  use  all  his  interest  for  him  in  the  next  election 
at  Sudbury,  by  which  you  may  see  what  a  rogue  this  man  must  be.  Sir 
Robert  told  me  at  the  same  time  he  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  he  woud  do 
the  like  by  twenty  more  ;  however,  he  had  writ  to  him  and  woud  do  all  that 
lay  in  his  power  for  any  of  our  sons,  for  we  were  all  very  good  people.  See 
how  things  are  alterd  all  of  a  sudden;  and  her  Majest/  was  pleasd  to  say 
in  her  dressing-room  the  other  day  that  Lord  Bristol  had  five  times  the 

♦See  Leiter  974.— S.H.A  a. 
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interest  in  Suffolk  that  the  Duke  of  Grafton  had,  tho'  he  was  Lord- 
Lieutenant  with  such  an  estate,  which  was  a  great  shame  for  him  &  an 
honour  for  you. — God  knows  when  the  wedding  will  be,  the  wind  being  still 
contrary  ;  the  Prince  has  been  4  days  at  sea,  &  driven  back  again  ;  the 
procession  is  not  yet  quite  settled,  so  that  you  will  find  many  alterations  in 
what  I  sent  you.  The  Irish  peers  put  in  their  claim  &  make  a  great  bustle, 
which  is  not  yet  decided.  The  wedding.Lord  Hillsborough  &  his  ladys,  fill  the 
Town  with  talk ;  I  never  heard  of  two  such  inlamous  jades  as  Lady  Buck  and 
your  friend  Mrs.  Isham.  Lord  Hervey  made  me  a  flying  visit  of  3  minutes 
yesterday  morning.  I  am  just  come  home  from  a  dull  empty  opera,  tho'  the 
second  time;  the  first  was  full  to  hear  the  new  man,  who  I  can  find  out  to 
be  an  extream  good  singer ;  the  rest  are  all  scrubbs  except  old  Durastante, 
that  sings  as  well  as  ever  she  did.  The  Dutchess  of  Marlborough  sent  to  her 
daughter  when  she  was  dying,  that  notwithstanding  all  that  was  past  she 
woud  come  to  see  her  if  she  likd  it ;  the  answer  was,  she  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  see  any  body  ;  she  is  with  some  reason  reported  to  have  dyd 
a  Roman  Catholick  ;  she  wont  be  buryd  at  Blenheim  but  at  Westminster,  as 
she  desird  in  her  will ;  remarks  are  also  made  upon  that  Lady  Mary  her 
daughter  she  orderd  to  live  with  the  Dutchess  of  Newcastle  with  a  portion 
of  ^60000.  I  am  afraid  you  will  no  more  be  able  to  read  this  than  the  other 
two  sides,  which  I  wrote  at  the  Back  stairs  with  twenty  people  about  me, 
this  not  being  a  spelling  day.  1  have  sent  this  print  to  help  out  my  Paris 
news.     The  last  bell  is  going,  so  good  night. 

979.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  5,  1733. 

Collonel  Norton  wrote  to  me  some  time  since 
intimating  Mr.  Prime's  desire  to  be  one  of  the  King's  Counsel,  and  at  the 
same  time  proposing,  if  thought  proper,  that  the  application  shoud  be  made 
to  Sir  R.  W.  by  your  sell  or  the  two  representatives,  adding  that  if  Mr. 
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Prime  was  taken  notice  of  in  such  a  manner,  it  woud  at  this  time  give  our 
friends  a  good  deal  of  spirit  etc.  My  answer  was  to  ye  effect  following,  that 
as  nobody  coud  have  a  juster  opinion  of  Mr.  Prime's  ability  in  his  pro- 
fession than  my  self,  &  as  I  also  believed  you  to  be  of  the  same  mind,  so  I 
made  no  doubt  of  your  readyly  undertaking  the  province  he  intended  to 
assign  you  in  favour  of  Mr,  Prime  ;  but  if  ye  recommendation  must  be  made 
by  both  the  Burgesses,  I  thought  it  might  be  of  some  use  to  acquaint  him 
that  your  brother  Tom  was  to  be  here  in  a  few  days,  and  that  they  might  in 
ye  mean  time  take  their  measures  accordingly.  Your  brother  came  & 
staid  some  weeks  to  consider  of  proper  persons  to  fill  up  their  body  with, 
&  after  three  new  ones  were  chosen  in  went  for  Bath,  in  all  which  time  no 
farther  notice  was  taken  by  CoUonel  Norton  to  me  of  Mr.  Prime's  afifair; 
however,  I  took  an  occasion  of  talking  with  Mr.  Prime  about  it,  to  find  out 
whether  he  was  more  inclind  to  owe  ye  obligation  to  your  intercession  than 
to  that  of  the  two  members ;  wherein  he  was  so  explicit  as  to  tell  me  he 
woud  not  have  it  askd  for  him  on  ye  foot  of  any  relation  he  bore  to  ye  Cor- 
poration, but  chused  to  be  entirely  beholden  to  you  for  it.  This  declaration 
put  me  under  some  difficulty  how  to  proceed;  for  as  Colonel  Norton  had 
been  ye  first  mover  of  it,  I  was  tender  of  giving  him  ye  least  jealousy  by 
getting  it  wholly  done  by  your  means  without  him,  &  therefore  took  time  to 
consider  how  it  might  be  turnd  so  as  to  secure  it  for  Mr.  Prime  without 
having  it  look  as  if  contrivd  on  purpose  to  rob  Colonel  Norton  of  his  share 
and  to  engross  ye  merit  of  it  to  our  selves,  which  I  have  carefully  avoided 
on  all  occasions  ;  but  by  the  steps  since  taken  I  find  all  my  former  &  present 
delicacies  have  been  much  more  nice  than  needfull,  having  an  ally  not  over 
scrupulous  in  returning  them  with  reciprocal  exactness  ;  for  either  he  or 
some  of  his  Court  friends  have  taken  care  so  farr  to  misrepresent  ye  true 
state  of  my  present  interest  at  Bury,  (which  I  am  piqud  into  owning  to  you 
was  never  at  a  higher  pitch,  &  for  that  I  referr  you  to  Tom,  who  hath  lately 
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had  frequent  opportunities  of  discovering  ye  degrees  of  every  man's  attach- 
ment to  it,)  as  to  give  Sir  R.  W.  so  very  wrong  and  ignorant  a  cue  to  talk 
on  that  subject,  as  publickly  to  tell  ye  Princess  Royal,  who  askd  what  he 
&  your  mother  were  disputing  about.  Why,  Madam,  this  lady  woud  have 
her  lord  ungratefuU  to  ye  man  that  hath  supported  her  family  interest  or  else 
there  woud  not  have  been  a  Hervey  now  in  Bury,  nor  ever  will  be  again 
after  ye  next  election  but  by  Colonel  Norton's  interest  being  supported.  To 
which  she  made  this  apposite  reply  ;  that  it  woud  be  very  strange  that  a 
family  interest  which  had  been  established  so  many  years  before  any  of  us 
were  born,  and  which  had  oftener  sent  two  members  of  it  than  one  to 
Parliament  without  the  expence  of  a  shilling,  shoud  now  be  reduced  to  be 
beholden  to  one  who  coud  hardly  make  three  votes  in  the  Corporation  but  by- 
Lord  Bristol's  interest,  &  believd  Colonel  Norton  woud  not  be  so  ungrate- 
full  as  not  to  own  it,  for  that  I  had  so  much  power  at  this  time  that  I  coud 
get  any  two  chosen  that  I  shoud  name,  but  that  Colonel  Norton  might  be 
very  sure  I  woud  never  break  my  word  with  him,  tho'  ye  bent  of  ye  people 
was  much  against  him.  Whereupon  ye  Princess  Royal  saying,  I  think  she's 
too  hard  for  you.  Sir  Robert,  he  rejoynd.  But  I  can  be  too  hard  for  her  in 
another  point  which  she  cant  answer,  &  that  is,  Colonel  Norton  has  been 
ever  a  steady  Whigg,  &  never  swervd  from  his  principles  or  gave  one  vote 
against  us,  which  is  more  than  she  can  say  for  some  of  her  friends.  A 
shrewd  sneer  this,  archly  levelld  at  your  poor  father,  but  my  comfort  is  such 
an  awkard,  unjust  contrast  as  he  hath  injudiciously  chosen  to  place  me  in 
will  in  the  private  judgment  of  ninety  nine  in  every  hundred  of  true  old 
Whiggs  passfor  a  due  panegyrick  upon  those  the  unlucky  jester  roeand  to  saty- 
rize.  But  to  return  :  I  think  your  brother  Tom  &  I  might  have  expected  to  be 
told  at  least  that  Colonel  Norton  &  Mr.  Prime  intended  to  solicit  your 
interest  before  they  went  to  London,  &  to  have  been  askd  to  join  in  it  if  we 
thought  fitt,  especially  after  all  ye  caution  I  had  used  not  to  exclude  Colonel 
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Norton  from  his  part  in  Mr.  Prime's  preferment,  of  whose  learning,  parts 
&  industry  I  have  so  great  an  opinion  that,  if  God  gives  him  life  &  good 
friends,  he  may  probably  reach  the  chief  posts  in  his  profession,  towards 
the  attainment  whereof  I  shoud  be  extreamly  pleasd  if  by  your  credit  he 
coud  compass  what  he  aims  at,  not  only  for  his  own  but  his  good  grand- 
father's sake,  who  was  a  constant  disinterested  friend  to  our  family  through 
ye  whole  course  of  his  life  ;  but  how  to  have  it  rightly  understood  after  ye 
matter  has  been  first  and  last  movd  by  Colonel  Norton  that  your  reason  for 
interesting  your  self  for  Mr.  Prime  was  on  my  account,  is  what  Colonel 
Norton's  few  particular  friends  at  Bury  will  endeavour  to  disguise,  as  on 
former  occasions,  unless  Mr.  Prime's  gratitude  &  justice  to  you  will  put  it 
out  of  all  dispute  when  any  question  shall  be  raisd  upon  it. — Sir  Robert 
Walpole's  answer  promising  only  that  he  would  not  encourage  any  body 
who  shoud  oppose  your  brother  Will  at  Sudbury  was  just  as  warm  & 
friendly  as  we  expected  ;  but  if  banefull  bribing  is  not  to  bear  down  and 
beat  out  all  ye  natural  neighbouring  interest  every  where  in  chusing  a  new 
Parliament  I  hope  to  shew.  Sir  Hervey  Elwes  with  some  small  credit  I  find 
I  have  there  my  self  may  get  him  chosen  upon  ye  old  &  only  honourable 
foot  of  reputation.  However,  Will  thinks  himself  obligd  to  you  for  ye 
trouble  you  have  given  yourself  on  his  account. 

950.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Nov.  7,  1733. 

If  any  thing  could  equal  the  just  pride  I  ought  to 
take  in  not  only  being  honourd  with  the  bare  remembrance  but  receiving 
even  compliments  of  congratulation  from  so  great  a  Queen,  it  would  be  the 
pleasing  satisfaction  I  should  feel  in  living  to  see  that  House  I  have  been 
an  useless  member  of  above  thirty  years  receive  so  necessary  a  recruit  of 
able  orators  &  honest  patriots  as  will  be  disposd  &  impowerd  to  act  for  the 
publick  good,  &  then  both  they  &  those  who  are  supposd  to  influence  them 
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will  all  in  their  several  spheres  make  noble  figures  indeed.  Let  but  the 
intended  acquisition  once  make  good  that  glorious  guaranty  her  Majestic 
has  condescended  to  enter  into  for  them,  and  I  hereby  promise  to  concurr 
with  them  in  every  measure  tending  to  attain  that  much-wanted  long- 
expected  end,  an  engagement  which  may  make  some  among  you  affect  to 
reckon  me  a  repenting  sinner,  but  if  I  have  seemd  a  schismatick,  woe  be  to 
those  who  made  their  terms  of  communion  so  sinful  that  Nonconformity 
became  the  duty  of  every  tender  conscience;  and  toleration  with  a  charitable 
opinion  of  my  sincerity  (which  God  &  my  own  heart  can  witness)  being  all 
I  ever  askd  from  the  National  establishment,  I  humbly  hope  such  an  in- 
dulgence may  be  allowd  me.  The  story  of  Harry  Killigrew  &  Sir  Fr : 
Child  was  patly  enough  applyd  as  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  but  I  deny  that 
Sir  Robert  Walpole's  credit  is  so  good  at  Bury  as  the  others  was  at 
London  &  elsewhere  through  this  kingdom.  The  T — d  and  honey  accounts 
you  give  me  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  conversations  with  you  are  so  widely 
different  that  I  can  make  no  settled  judgment  on  them  ;  if  he  has  written  to 
Carter  (which  I  hold  to  be  apochryphal),  matters  may  be  made  more  easy 
therefor  Will  at  Sudbury  than  I  can  imagine  you  will  find  them  at  Bishops- 
Castle,  which  is  a  scheme  I  can  by  no  means  encourage,  even  upon  Brown's 
representation  of  the  state  of  that  burrough,  who,  you  may  conclude,  put 
the  best  face  he  was  able  upon  it  to  attract  more  candidates.  This  being 
my  sentiment  on  that  project,  you  may  order  Harper  to  write  your  own  to 
Brown,  as  you  think  fitt.  Our  son  Will  mending  but  slowly  here  is  resolvd 
to  try  the  Bath,  &  intends  to  set  out  hence  in  my  coach  on  Monday  next, 
will  lye  that  night  at  Sudbury  to  see  a  little  how  matters  stand  there,  which 
will  break  his  journey  into  two  very  easy  ones  for  Tuesday  and  Wednesday. 
I  know  not  how  your  waiting  is,  but  if  it  will  be  out  in  a  few  days  after 
this  day  sevennight,  you  may  keep  the  Coach  in  Town  to  bring  you  hither, 
since  I  cannot  think  of  leaving  this  quiet  scene  without  necessity,  which 


FIRST    EARL    OF    BRISTOL.  113 

nothing  but  the  sitting  of  the  Parliament  can  occasion.  Dear  Nann  seems 
to  be  pretty  well,  &  gave  the  new-marryed  Turnors,  with  your  cousin 
Howards,  a  new  beauty,  one  Miss  Hayes,  &  others,  one  of  the  best  dinners 
I  ever  saw  here  or  any  where.  Lady  Betty  Germain  had  a  hamper  of 
mutton  &  sausages  sent  her  by  Alderman  Allen's  coach  on  Monday  last. 

981.        To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich,  Ickworth,  Dec.  3,  1733. 

It  was  not  possible  for  me  to  make  a  proper 
answer  to  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  17th  past  till  I  had  seen  Lady 
Bristol,  who  since  her  being  here  has  been  so  very  much  disorderd  by  her 
journey  that  I  did  not  think  it  fit  to  trouble  her  sooner  with  making  so 
strict  an  enquiry  as  I  thought  necessary  into  the  truth  of  that  conversation, 
which  had  passd  between  her  and  your  new  amiable  friend  relating  to  my 
interest  at  Bury,  which  at  length  coming  out  just  as  I  thought  it  would, 
the  one  affirming  what  was  written  in  the  strongest  and  most  solemn 
manner,  the  other  denying  the  charge  in  some  measure  by  altering  and 
softening  the  terms  wherein  he  expressd  him  self  on  that  occasion,  which, 
whatever  private  opinion  I  must  retain  on  the  nature  of  such  proofs  as 
appear  in  the  case,  I  cannot  however  but  congratulate  your  Lordship  upon, 
as  it  hath  furnishd  you  with  the  happy  opportunity  of  gratefully  returning 
that  profusion  of  panegyrick  upon  one,  whom  you  say,  but  I  never  found 
unless  reversly,  hath  been  ever  continually  increasing  his  friendship  and 
good  offices  towards  me  and  my  family,  except  towards  one  (once  rejected) 
branch  of  it,  without  whose  late  assistance  of  all  kinds  he  himself  Vi^ould 
long  ere  this  have  been  torn  up  root  and  branch,  I  hope  your  Lordship 
found  by  the  discourse  you  had  wiih  Lady  Bristol  upon  the  several  points 
you  seemd  so  uneasy  about  with  regard  to  the  household  stuff  etc.,  had 
according  to  my  promise  been  set  in  so  true  a  light  by  me,  that  you  had  no 
occasion  for  making  any  farther  apology  concerning  them.  I  am  your 
Lordship's  most  faithful  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

Vol.  III.         p 
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982.        To  Lord  Chancellour  Talbott.  Ickworth,  Dec.  lO,  1733. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  your  Lordship  this 
trouble  at  the  request  of  the  bearer,  Mr.  Henry  Harper,  to  beg  the  favour  of 
your  Lordship  that  you  would  please  to  continue  him  a  Commissioner  of 
Bankrupts.  He  was  made  one  at  my  recommendation  by  the  late  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  hath  executed  that  trust  with  the  same  integrity  I  have 
alwaies  found  him  act  with  in  my  own  affairs.  I  was  the  easier  indued  to 
undertake  this  soUicitation,  as  it  gives  me  the  opportunity  of  congratulating 
your  Lordship's  promotion  to  an  office  I  know  you  throughly  qualifyed  to 
do  as  much  honour  to  as  you  can  receive  from  it.  I  am,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

983.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Dec.  17,  1733. 

The  poem  you  sent  meraisd  as  much  indignation 
in  me  towards  the  atheistical,  jacobitical  author  as  if  the  principal  person 
whose  picture  is  so  contemptuously  drawn  in  it  had  distinguishd  me 
and  mine  as  justly  by  his  favours  as  he  hath  ungratefully  done  by  his 
frowns  ;  however,  if  there  be  any  way  left  to  make  the  original  avoid  being 
thought  to  bear  too  near  a  resemblance  with  such  ridiculous  copies,  tishigh 
time  to  putt  such  schemes  in  practice.  There  is  not  one  word  you  have  said 
in  commendation  of  the  late  promotions  either  in  law  or  equity,  wherin  I 
do  not  concurr  entirely  with  you.  Were  all  other  counsels  as  wisely  given  & 
taken,  there  would  be  an  end  of  protesting. 

984.  My  answer  to  an  anonimous  letter  which  acquainted  me  that  ye 
author  having  had  several  dealings  with  me  had  wrongd  me  of 
above  one  hundred  pounds. 

Sir  Ickworth,  April  24,  1734. 

Since  you  tell  me  you  want  to  be  restored  to  that 
peace  of  mind  you  seem  at  present  so  miserable  by  having  lost,  and  that  it 
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is  in  my  power  to  give  it  you  again,  far  be  it  from  me  to  delay  ye  return 
of  so  welcome  a  guest  to  a  distressd  soul  any  longer  than  is  necessary  to 
assure  you  of  your  having  my  full  forgiveness  of  all  the  wrongs  you  may 
have  done  me  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  you  your  self  can  wish.     Bristol. 

935.        To  Lord  Hervey,  Ickworth,  April  27,  1734. 

Dear  Son 

The  abrupt  departure  of  your  brother  Tom  from 
hence  the  very  next  morning  after  his  turn  was  servd,  and  his  riding  post 
to  London,  may  possibly  make  my  news  of  his  &  Colonel  Norton's  being 
chosen  burgesses  on  Thursday  last  without  opposition  as  stale  to  you  as 
some  of  that  you  sent  me  was  here  before  it  arrivd ;  however,  I  thank  you 
for  it  all,  but  shoud  have  been  much  better  pleasd  to  have  known  your 
head-ach  had  left  you,  and  that  your  good  looks  and  appetite  were  returnd, 
than  with  any  other  article  of  news  whatsoever.  You  must  be  much  less 
acquainted  with  my  principles  and  sense  of  things  than  I  have  long 
endeavourd  to  make  you  than  to  be  in  earnest  when  you  say,  you  want 
to  know  whether  I  disapprove  or  not  of  an  action  where  you,  in  stating  ye 
case,  allow  charity  &  good  nature  were  to  be  set  aside  before  twas  done, 
and  I  must  take  leave  to  add,  justice,  generosity  &  even  gratitude  also ;  I 
must  own  to  you,  I  little  expected  to  see  so  early  a  repetition  at  least  of  a 
practice,  which  had  been  so  lately  loaded  with  just  &  heavy  remarks  on  ye 
supposed  adviser,  &  wherein  all  former  precedents  had  been  so  universally 
condemnd  ;  such  reiterated  strokes  of  power,  exercised  for  ye  intimidating 
of  all  those  who  will  not  bow  the  knee  to  Baal,  must  lead  men  of 
thought  and  observation  to  look  on  them,  not  only  as  mere  shadows  of 
designs,  but  even  substantial,  preparitory  attempts  to  alter  or  invade 
liberty. 
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986.  To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  May  2,  1734. 

Madam 

I  was  seizd  with  so  violent  a  fit  of  ye  cholick 
before  I  had  finishd  my  letter  to  your  Lord,  that  I  was  obligd  to  bring  it  to 
a  very  abrupt  conclusion,  and  which  gave  me  an  additional  uneasiness  by 
disabling  me  from  thanking  you  sooner  for  ye  favour  of  yours  with  3'^e  verses 
inclosd,  which  tho'  I  am  farthest  from  approving  the  Jacobitical  drift  of,  yet 
since  I  am  beholden  to  them  for  proving  ye  occasion  of  my  hearing  from 
you,  I  cannot  help  viewing  ye  poetry  with  less  indignation  for  ye  sake  of  ye 
prose  which  attended  it.  I  was  extreamly  pleasd  to  see  your  hand  on  a 
superscription,  as  it  gave  me  the  agreeable  hopes  it  woud  bring  a  summons 
for  my  coach  to  wait  on  you  Sc  your  children  hither,  &  was  much  disappointed 
when  I  found  you  made  no  mention  of  giving  me  that  pleasure,  without 
which  the  kind  wishes  you  make  me  of  enjoying  all  ye  entertainments  the 
country  can  afford  must  be  very  imperfect  to  those  I  can  remember,  when  by 
your  presence  Ickworth  was  made  compleatly  agreeable  to  your  most 
affectionate,  faithful  servant. 

987.  To  Lord  Hervey,  Ickworth,  May  10,  1734. 

Dear  Son 

The  eminent  part  which  you  have  been  so  long 
acting  in  publick  affairs  is  so  entirely  opposite  not  only  to  my  own  but  to 
that  of  every  other  true  patriot  in  ye  kingdom,  that  nothing  can  excuse  or 
palliate  it  but  an  opinion  (which  I  have  taken  no  small  pains  to  cultivate) 
that  it  hath  really  been  ye  genuine  result  of  your  own  warm  way  of  reasoning 
upon  ye  most  effectual  method  to  support  ye  present  establishment,  which 
all  honest  Englishmen  ought  to  secure  by  every  measure  they  think 
justifyable;    a  part,  however,  which  I  must  own  to  you  hath  already  given 
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me  many  uneasy  hours,  and  will  increase  upon  me,  if  at  last  I  shoud  live  to 
find  you  have  been  sacrificing  your  health  &  risquing  your  reputation  in  ye 
service  of  such  who  have  given  me  just  reason  to  suspect  will  shew  themselves 
as  gratefuU  &  generous  rewarders  of  your  past  merits  as  they  have  of  other 
peoples,  who  have  deserved  the  most  from  them.  I  cannot  therefore  but 
wonder  how  you,  who  cannot  but  know  the  sterility  of  the  soil  you  are 
ploughing  Si.  sowing  in,  can  rationally  hope  for  any  plentifull  harvest  from 
it,  even  after  ye  most  laborious  &  expensive  culture  &  in  ye  most  smiling 
seasons,  that  will  make  you  a  return  of  any  thing  like  thirty  fold,  as  you  seem 
fondly  to  imagine,  when  I,  who  have  been  long  &  better  acquainted  with  ye 
barren  nature  of  it,  shoud  think  you  well  off  if  in  ye  end  you  or  your  family 
shoud  ever  reap  a  crop  that  will  do  more  than  reimburse  ye  charge  of  seed 
&  tillage.  I  hope  you  will  not  wrong  me  or  your  own  judgment  so  much  as 
to  imagine  I  have  urged  &  amplifyed  your  own  metaphor  thus  farr  with  the 
least  view  to  excuse  my  self  from  doing  what  you  desire,  since  I  never  did 
nor  can  refuse  you  any  thing,  whatever  the  consequence  may  be  as  to  my 
self,  who  by  drudging  on  in  a  course  of  ye  utmost  privacy  of  life  can  but 
just  make  ends  meet,  yet  am  most  ready  &  willing  to  take  from  ye  main 
stock,  ney,  even  from  my  own  short  allowance,  to  make  you  &  yours  easy. 
Only  lett  me  ask  you  this  question  upon  ye  present  occasion  ;  whether  your 
self  coud  believe  (I  am  sure  even  I  hardly  coud,  else  must  more  strongly 
have  opposed  your  entrance  into  a  Court,  which  had  already  ruind  as  fine  & 
hopefull  a  young  gentleman  as  your  self,)  that  after  so  many  years  signal 
services  as  you  have  done,  &  discoverd  such  uncommon  abilities  to  do  it 
more,  that  you  woud  have  been  so  little  considered  as  to  be  forced  to  seek 
additional  subsistance  from  one,  who  had  much  rather  allow  you  even  more 
than  you  mention  to  take  you  out  of  rather  than  to  keep  you  in  that  absolute 
bondage  every  one  now  sees  you  must  necessarily  undergo  to  acquire  or 
continue  in  ye  good   graces  of  those  hard  taskmasters  you  have  chosen  to 
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serve  ;  for  I  must  always  remind  you,  as  you  may  those  who  maliciously 
insinuate  that  you  dare  not  do  or  say  otherwise  than  you  have  done  because 
you  have  nothing  else  to  trust  to  etc,  that  I  offerd  you  any  thing  you  woud 
tell  me  you  wanted  more  than  you  then  had  to  subsist  on  before  you  listed 
under  them  ;  &  have  more  than  once  repeated  the  same  to  you  since,  in 
case  you  shoud  dislike  or  grow  weary  of  the  service  you  were  engaged  in, 
a  point  you  have  neither  done  me  justice  in  nor  right  to  your  self,  if  you 
have  made  a  secret  of  it,  especially  to  those  who  erroniously  imagine  you 
have  been  necessitated  to  apply  to  their  power  for  a  support  of  your  self  & 
children.  One  circumstance  will  probably  attend  ye  knowledge  of  your 
having  obtaind  your  request  of  me,  which  I  wish  you  may  have- well  enough 
considerd  of,  &  that  is  whether  they,  who  woud  be  glad  to  lay  hold  on  any 
excuse  to  refuse  whatever  you  are  solliciting  for,  may  not  turn  the  argument 
against  you,  which  you  seem  to  think  will  assist  your  pretensions,  by  saying, 
now  your  father  has  put  you  so  much  at  ease,  they  hope  you  will  not  insist 
on  that  which  other  concurrents  may  stand  more  in  need  of  than  your  self, 
&  who  will  not  bear  denials  so  well  as  they  find  you  can. — I  am  sorry  to 
hear  JNIr.  Fox  hath  been  so  ill  used  at  Shaftsbury,  but  if  you  can  buy, 
borrow  or  steal  a  majority  elsewhere,  I  doubt  not  but  severe  reprisals  will  be 
retaliated  on  all  those  seditious  scoundrels,  who  durst  endeavour  insolently 
to  support  a  country  interest.     Adieu. 

888.        To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Ickworth,  June  14,  1734. 

Had  I  heard  from  Mr.  Barret  sooner  than  to  day, 
or  from  his  son  in  law  Mr.  Casborn  who  I  have  never  yet  seen  or  heard  from, 
&  to  whom  your  Lordship's  letter  referrd  me,  you  woud  not  have  been  thus 
long  without  receiving  my  due  acknowledgments  for  the  great  favour  it 
seems  you  have  done  them  at  my  request;  but  coud  I  have  known  that 
what  was  askd  had  been   anything  more  than  an  indulgence  frequently 
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granted  by  your  predecessors,  Sc  represented  to  me  barely  as  such  by  those 
who  pressed  me  to  meddle  in  it,  your  Lordship  woud  never  have  been  troubled 
with  my  solicitation  on  their  behalf ;  and  I  once  for  all  make  it  my  next 
request  that  if  upon  any  future  occasion  I  shoud  be  put  upon  asking  for 
any  thing  for  any  body  which  is  not  altogether  fitt  &  easy  for  you  to  grant, 
that  you  woud  make  no  sort  of  difficulty  in  telling  me  so,  which  woud  be 
deemd  as  the  truest  mark  of  your  friendship  to  your  Lordship's  obliged 
faithfull  servant,  Bristol. 

989.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  June  15,  1734. 

Dear  Son 

I  orderd  your  brother  Felton  to  acquaint  you  that 
to  the  common  complaint  of  my  cholick  had  been  added  a  painfull  goutish 
swelling  in  my  right  hand,  which  disabled  me  from  writing ;  otherwise  you 
might  well  wonder  that  so  many  entertaining  letters  as  I  have  of  yours  now 
before  me  shoud  remain  unanswerd.  If  that  of  mine  which  granted  your 
request  gave  you  so  much  satisfaction  as  you  express,  mine  in  having  done 
so  will  be  doubled  in  case  it  proves  of  any  advantage  to  you  in  ye  pursuit  of 
your  preferment,  and  am  glad  to  hear  you  make  no  doubt  that  something 
will  forthwith  be  done  for  you.  But  are  there  not  opiates  to  be  administered 
for  quieting  ambition,  as  well  as  bark  for  putting  off  fitts  of  fevers  ?  And  if 
baubles  and  bagatelles  are  found  to  have  a  sufficient  lulling  effect,  do  you 
imagine  solid  benefits  are  really  intended  for  you  ?  And  if  any  lately  have 
been  so,  hath  not  ye  mortifying  disappointment  in  Norfolke  in  some  measure 
spoild  your  friend's  humour  as  well  as  power  to  serve  you  r  Your  caution  as 
to  any  free  conversations  at  my  own  table  is  well  taken,  as  it  must  be  so 
meant ;  but  as  I  am  not  conscious  of  having  ever  said  the  least  thing 
unbecoming  of  the  higher  powers,  nor  any  one  word  of  the  co-ordinate  or 
sub-ordinate  ones  but  what  I  can  prove  and  justify ;    so  all  the  use  I  can 
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make  of  your  hint  is  to  wish  the  same  care  and  industry  were  employd  to 
know  the  secrets  of  forreign  counsels  as  are  taken  to  be  informed  (for 
listners  seldom  hear  well  of  themselves)  how  universally  our  past  domestick 
ones  have  been  censured  and  condemnd.  If  there  was  any  such  cry  at  the 
Kentish  election  as  you  mention,  it  must  have  been  contrivd  by  the  notable 
policy  of  that  worthy  moral  man,  Sir  G.O.,  to  scandalize  the  party  which 
opposed  him,  since  it  cannot  be  conceivd  that  those  who  stood  upon  the 
country  interest  woud  in  common  prudence  have  sufferd  it  to  be  used  as  a 
popular  topick  by  any  real  friends  on  their  side.  Had  you  owed  Grantham 
as  many  good  turns  as  he  woud  have  had  it  to  be  believd  his  son  in  law 
carry ed  in  votes  to  it,  your  nicking  remark  of  the  additional  cypher  woud 
have  overpaid  the  debt  at  once.  I  thank  you  for  ye  pamphlet  you  sent  me, 
and  wish  with  all  my  heart  I  coud  agree  with  you  as  intirely  on  all  other 
subjects  as  I  do  in  every  comment  you  have  made  upon  it,  and  particularly 
as  to  your  happy  simile  of  the  Nile,  which  is  so  perfectly  paralel  as  to  run 
on  all  four.  Your  reflections  on  ye  motives  of  most  warrs,  &  on  the  mockerys 
consequent  upon  ye  successes  of  such  as  are  unjustly  made,  are  so  sub- 
stantially moral  and  seem  to  proceed  so  sincerely  from  ye  humanity  of  your 
heart,  that  I  will  comfort  my  self  with  the  hope  that  in  the  course  of  your 
credit  you  will  never  advise  any  to  be  begun  hereafter  for  the  vain  glory  of 
any  man,  but  only  for  the  just  &  necessary  defence  of  your  own  country  and 
its  invaluable  constitution,  or  the  protection  of  our  neighbours  whenever 
dangerously  oppressd,  and  then  God  will  bless  &  prosper  you  &  our 
posterity.  You  see  the  Dutch  are  wisely  wary  of  entering  hastly  into  one 
by  adhereing  to  their  nutrality,  notwithstanding  all  the  rhetorick  Horace 
usd  to  allarm  them  out  of  it,  who  by  ye  way  must  have  been  a  very  improper 
envoy  to  infuse  or  inforce  any  arguments  of  terror  from  ye  power  of  France 
now,  who  when  at  Paris  seemd  to  have  so  little  apprehension  of  their  future 
enmity  as  silently  to  suffer  and  connive  at  the  restoration  of  ye  port  of 
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Dunkirk  (the  Dutch  being  forced  to  open  our  eyes  at  last)  in  return,  as  tis 
supposed,  for  the  Cardinal's  timely  interposition  to  preserve  his  brother's 
sinking  interest  here  from  drowning.  Altho'  you  modestly  decline  a 
decision  of  those  important  questions,  what  will  be  too  soon  or  what  will 
be  too  late  for  the  maritime  powers  to  do  in  ye  present  squable  about  a  King 
of  Poland  etc,  I  think  the  Dutch,  who  are  nearest  ye  danger  and  best  judges 
of  their  own  safety,  have  so  farr  determind  the  point  as  to  declare  there  may 
be  more  inconveniencys  follow  from  ye  too  soon  than  from  ye  too  late  ; 
and  I  cannot  but  think  the  event  will  justify  their  judgment.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  the  Parliament  will  sit  so  early  in  ye  winter,  since  then  several  new 
laws  &  other  necessary  national  enquirys  may  be  made,  which  hitherto  for 
want  of  due  time  allowd  for  entering  on  such  considerations  have  been  from 
year  to  year  most  shamefully  postpond  ;  but  whether  the  new  Parliament, 
which  you  seem  to  like  so  well  in  embryo,  being  it  self  begot  in  corruption, 
will  when  brought  into  Act  ever  prove  proper  physicians  to  heal  those 
corroding  wounds  which  the  constitution  has  receivd  from  so  many  suc- 
cessive setts  ot  their  rotten  predecessors,  I  utterly  despair  of  ever  living  to 
see  a  lasting  cure  performd  by  such  who  practising  under  a  quack  censor 
of  the  college  will  never  permit  his  under-graduates  to  prescribe  effectual 
remedys  for. — Collonel  Norton  &  Alderman  Wright  having  both  begd  I 
woud  write  to  you  to  desire  you'd  speak  to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  that  his  son 
who  is  enterd  as  chaplain  to  ye  Centurion,  whereof  Captain  Weller  was, 
but  now  Captain  Danzey  is,  Comander  at  Portsmouth,  that  his  name  may 
not  be  struck  off  their  books,  but  that  he  may  stand  as  having  his  leave  of 
absence  for  some  short  time  to  dispatch  some  business  of  great  consequence 
to  him  here,  after  which  he  intends  to  return  without  loss  of  lime  to  the 
said  ship  etc,  I  hope  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  endeavour  to  obtain  it 
for  him.  I  have  sent  you  a  note  on  my  banker  for  ye  6  months  interest  due 
to  you  the  17  instant.  Adieu. 
P.S. — Lady  Felton  dyed  on  Fryday  ye  14th  instant. 

Vol.  III.  Q 
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990.  My  2d  answer  to  ye  anonymous  author's  2d  letter. 

Ickworth,  July  8,  1734. 
The  offer  you  make  of  sending  me  your  name  I 
ought  to  take  as  a  marke  of  your  confidence  in  me  ;  but  as  you  seem 
soUicitous  to  have  that  kept  a  secret,  &  as  it  may  possibly  happen  to  be 
divulgd  by  the  fault  of  other  people  &  not  my  own,  I  am  so  farr  from 
insisting  on  the  knowledg  of  it  that  I  would  not  willingly  be  intrusted, 
unless  I  could  by  that  communication  become  more  serviceable  to  you 
among  those  you  have  sent  me  the  liste  of;  but  as  they  all  live  farr  from 
this  neighbourhood,  &  that  there  is  little  likelyhood  of  my  meeting  with  any 
of  them  before  the  sitting  of  the  Parliament,  I  hope  you  may  in  the  mean 
time  find  out  some  fitter  person  to  undertake  the  charitable  office  you  stand 
in  need  of,  which  would  otherwise  have  been  accepted  of  by  your  humble 
servant., 

991.  To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Ickworth,  July  17,  1734. 

The  widdow  Gipps  being  removed  from  Chevington 
to  Risby,  it  was  too  late  in  ye  evening  on  Sunday  after  I  had  spoken  with 
her  there  to  let  your  Lordship  know  by  that  night's  post  that  she  hath  not 
receivd  any  fruit  from  your  charitable  intercession  on  her  behalf  ;  however, 
was  as  full  of  grateful!  expressions  to  me  of  your  goodness  as  if  she  had. 
I  cannot  omitt  this  opportunity  of  telling  you  that  the  trouble  you  took  in 
stating  the  case  of  Brockley  living  hath  only  servd  to  convince  my  reason 
of  that  truth  I  had  before  done  you  the  justice  to  believe  by  an  implicit 
faith  ;  for  I  coud  never  imagine  my  interposition  woud  have  been  so 
vehemently  solicited  as  it  was  by  Mr.  Barret,  had  the  matter  in  question 
been  only  a  thing  of  course,  and  with  an  air  of  too  great  assurance  suggested 
to  me,  otherwise  my  letter  to  your  Lordship  coud  never  have  been  obtaind  in 
favour  of  a  mear  stranger,  who  it  seems  has  shewn  himself  as  little  worthy 
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of  my  good  offices  as  he  hath  been  of  your  Lordship's  kind  indulgence 
towards  him,  having  neither  seen  nor  heard  from  him  since  his  request  was 
granted,  a  return  which  shall  teach  me  more  caution  for  the  future  in 
applying  to  your  Lordship  or  elsewhere  for  any  favours  to  persons  unknown 
to  your  faithfull,  humble  servant. 

992.  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chancellor  Ray.     Ickworth,  Aug,  28,  1734. 

I  never  received  a  letter  from  you  which  was  less 
welcome  to  me  than  that  of  the  24th  instant,  which  brought  me  the  ill  news 
of  Mrs.  Butts  her  death,  as  I  know  the  loss  of  so  good  &  kind  a  wife  must 
sitt  extreamly  heavy  on  my  Lord  of  Norwich's  heart,  notwithstanding  all 
his  piety  &  submission  to  the  will  of  Heaven.  Could  I  flatter  my  self  that 
any  arguments  I  can  use  would  alleviate  his  grief,  I  should  have  wrote  to 
him  ;  but  remembering  how  fruitless  all  attempts  of  that  kind  provd  in  my 
own  case,  I  must  desire  the  favour  of  you  to  lett  him  know  no  friend  he  hath 
can  have  a  more  sensible  feeling  of  his  melancholly  misfortune  than  my  self, 
having  formerly  found  how  very  deep  such  strokes  wound  as  deprive  us  of 
an  intimate  &  faithfull  friend.  Your  conveying  therfore  my  compliments 
of  condoleance  on  this  occasion  will  be  esteemd  as  a  favour  by,  Sir,  your 
friend  to  serve  you. 

Lord  Hervey  went  from  hence  on  Munday. 

993.  To  John  Smith  Esq.  at  Dublin.        Ickworth  Parke  near  Bury  in 

Suffolk,  Sept.  28.  1734. 

The  letter  you  favourd  me  with  did  not  reach  me 
here  till  lately,  by  what  accident  I  know  not,  but  it  provd  doubly  unlucky 
to  me,  as  it  not  only  cutt  off  so  much  of  the  pleasure  I  should  have  felt  in 
hearing  sooner  how  successfull  a  use  you  had  made  of  that  friendly  office  I 
endeavourd   to   do   you  with  your  uncle,  but  also  as  it  hinderd  me  from 
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acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it  before  this  time,  as  I  should  otherwise  have 
done.  I  early  discoverd  in  you  a  genius  capable  of  conquering  the  most 
abstruse  science  you  would  apply  it  to  ;  but  as  I  know  many  learnd  &  able 
lawyers  have  long  languishd  in  obscurity  for  want  of  having  friends  of 
figure  to  bring  their  merit  into  light,  so  if  the  countenance  of  my  kinsman, 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Reynolds,  will  be  of  any  farther  service  to  you  in 
Ireland,  I  hereby  (with  my  due  compliments  to  his  Lordship  whom  I  ever 
lovd  &  valued)  recommend  you  to  his  protection,  &  dare  assure  my  self  & 
you  that  no  kind  assistance  or  civilities  in  his  power  will  be  wanting. — ■ 
Having  been  at  this  retirement  ever  since  the  rising  of  the  Parliament, 
deprivd  me  of  the  satisfaction  I  might  have  found  in  the  acquaintance  of  a 
gentleman  I  must  of  course  have  liked  very  much,  since  the  amiable  picture 
you  have  drawn  of  Mr.  Webber  so  much  resembles  that  of  your  own  ;  should 
the  curiosities  of  London  keep  him  there  till  my  return,  I  should  be  glad  to 
serve  him  in  any  thing  on  your  account  as  well  as  his  own. — The  kind 
overture  you  make  me  of  continuing  our  correspondence,  as  it  must  in  the 
course  of  it  be  every  way  so  much  to  my  advantage  &  entertainment,  is  with 
the  greatest  readyness  accepted  of  accordingly  by.  Sir,  your  faithfuU  friend 
&  servant. 

994.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Oct.  i6,  1734. 

Dear  Son 

As  yesterday  was  the  anniversary  of  a  nativity  of 
more  importance  to  me  &  my  family  than  almost  all  others,  I  in  the  first 
place  justly  celebrated  it  with  due  thanks  to  God  for  so  signal  a  blessing  as 
he  was  pleasd  to  bestow  on  both  by  its  being  your  birth-day,  begging  his 
grace  to  make  you  truly  sensible  of  the  uncommon  guifts  he  hath  endowd 
you  with,  &  that  you  may  live  to  use  them  to  his  glory  &  the  good  of  our 
country  &  your  own  happiness ;    &  that  I  might  signalize  it  in  the  most 
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extraordinary  manner,  venturd  to  appear  in  all  that  finery  you  sent  me, 
which  no  less  occasion  could  have  excused.  Should  I  begin  to  tell  you  how 
much  I  was  charmd  with  the  similitude  you  drew  between  Bath  tales  & 
teliscopes,  my  cholick  would  remind  me  of  concluding  before  it  was  half 
done,  which  even  now  threatens  me. 

995.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  2,  1734. 

Having  often  unsuccessfully  endeavourd  to  bring 
you  into  my  way  of  thinking  upon  several  points  of  the  greatest  importance 
towards  preserving  that  precious  liberty  the  late  Revolution  added  to  our 
yet  imperfect  constitution,  even  before  you  enterd  into  those  engagements 
which  now  makes  your  dissenting  from  me  necessary  to  the  continuance  of 
that  favour  you  had  never  gaind  but  by  first  doing  so,  I  resolvd  never 
voluntarily  to  enter  into  any  controversies  with  you  of  a  publick  nature; 
but  since  you  tell  me  you  are  extreamly  impatient  to  know  how  I  like 
the  pamphlet  you  sent  me,  I  will  give  you  my  opinion  of  it  impartially. 
Whoever  is  the  real  author  ol  it  I  know  not  (tho'  perhaps  you  may) ;  but  if 
it  was  the  person  you  mention  [Gordon],  many  parts  of  the  performance 
putt  me  all  a  long  in  mind  of  a  Lord  Colepepper,  who  being  one  of  the 
weightyest,  most  persuasive  speakers  of  his  time  and  thitherto  constantly 
of  the  patriot-party,  there  being  a  point  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the 
Court  coming  on,  the  then  managing  minister  thought  it  necessary,  if 
possible,  to  retain  him,  and  having  gaind  him  spoke  on  the  Court  side,  but 
in  so  very  lame  &  languid  a  manner,  &  so  very  unlike  all  his  other  speeches, 
that  it  surprisd  every  body  more  than  even  his  changing  of  sides  had  done ; 
&  being  taxd  by  his  friend  who  had  treated  with  him  about  his  price  that 
he  had  not  earnd  his  pay,  frankly  confessd  he  could  not  make  better  work 
of  the  materials  they  had  furnishd  him  with,  but  that  he  could  have  spoke 
much  better  than  he  had  ever  heard  him,  were  he  to  have  argued  on  the 
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other  side  of  the  question  then  in  debate. — How  ridiculously  is  he  forcd  to 
mumble  the  thistle  (page  2d)  in  stating  the  so  long  neglected  tho'  necessary 
point  of  frugality  in  Government,  &  finding  what  uneasy  pricks  it  gave  his 
tongue  abruptly  dismisses  it  with  no  better  a  conclusion  from  his  own 
premisses  than  that  as  no  Government  can  be  supported  without  some 
expence,  therfore  gives  that  as  a  short  answer  to  all  the  strong  &  just 
objections  that  have  been  made  on  that  head.  If  such  weak,  unfair 
reasoning  as  this,  together  with  his  artfully  avoiding  to  answer  the  main 
charge  on  the  article  of  corruption,  could  come  from  my  modern  Cato, 
Gordon,  either  those  very  noble  &  beautifull  discourses  before  his  Tacitus 
came  not  from  his  heart,  or  I  cannot  help  saying.  Quantum  mutatus  ab  illo ! 
The  military  project  (P.  xii'l  you  know  I  early  opposd  the  introduction  of 
into  our  House,  &  would  accordingly  have  voted  against  the  passage  of  it  in 
proper  time  and  place ;  but  as  my  conduct  on  that  occasion  I  found  had 
rather  disobligd  anew  than  softend  old  resentments,  I  shall  for  the  future 
think  my  self  at  more  liberty  to  speak  &  act  with  less  regard  to  those  who 
persevere  in  treating  me  &  most  of  mine  with  remarkable  ingratitude.  Had 
the  character  of  Harry  ye  7th  (p.  16^^  been  publishd  in  a  Craftsman,  would 
not  mother  Osborn  have  construed  it  to  be  a  malicious  parallel  ?  Queen 
Elizabeth  doubtless  acted  arbitrarily  in  many  things  ;  but  then  how  came 
it  to  pass  that  such  an  administration  was  so  long  connivd  at  &  borne  with  ? 
Why,  every  step  she  tooke  tended  to  the  publick  welfare,  the  honour  of  the 
nation,  and  the  interest  of  the  collective  body  of  her  people.  O  that  I  could 
draw  a  parallel  here  !  and  where  our  author  aims  at  one,  can  he  without 
the  least  flattery  affirm  that  both  of  them  by  negociation  with  all  the  powers 
on  the  continent  alternately  brought  this  country  into  such  a  situation  that 
no  advantage  the  English  could  expect  was  left  ungaind,  no  dispute  un- 
adjusted, &  not  a  Court  in  Europe  but  sollicited  their  friendship  &  dreaded 
their  enmity.     All  which  only  serves  to  demonstrate  what  he  allows  of 
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(p.  59),  that  words  it  is  certain  may  be  found  to  varnish  over  the  worst 
actions  &  soften  the  greatest  faults.  As  to  what  follows,  I  readily  joyn 
issue  with  him  upon.  Lett  truth  &  facts  speak  for  themselves;  &  if  the 
people,  who  are  the  proper  jury  to  try  the  cause,  do  not  unanimously  give 
their  verdict  that  our  author  is  guilty  of  base  apostacy,  &  of  wretched 
sophistry  &  prevarication  to  excuse  it,  then  I  dare  venture  to  promise  you 
never  to  disagree  with  you  on  any  book  again ;  however,  I  thank  you  for  it. 
I  could  say  much  more  on  this  subject,  but  as  I  know  it  would  be  as  little 
welcome  as  convinceing,  will  spare  my  self  &  you  any  farther  trouble  at 
present,  especially  as  my  cholick  begins  to  call  upon  me  to  conclude. 

996.        To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Ickworth,  Nov.  9,  1734. 

I  am  very  much  obligd  to  your  Lordship  for  the 
friendly  concern  you  express  in  my  having  mett  with  so  ungrateful!  and 
unfaithfull  a  steward,  who  tho'  he  had  provd  barely  just  to  me  would  yet 
have  owed  me  more  than  he  could  well  have  paid  me ;  as  also  for  the  kind 
offer  you  make  me  towards  supplying  his  place  in  your  parts ;  but  as  I  have 
taken  care  that  no  more  of  my  mony  shall  pass  thro'  his  hands,  I  shall  order 
one  to  take  my  rents  in  Norfolke,  &  out  of  them  to  discharge  what  shall  be 
due  to  your  Lordship's  receivers.  I  hojDe  Mr.  Ray  did  me  the  justice  to  lett 
your  Lordship  know  how  truely  sensible  I  was  of  a  much  greater  loss  you 
lately  sustaind  ;  but  as  it  would  be  opening  a  wound  I  am  sure  your 
Lordships  piety  &  resignation  to  the  will  of  Heaven  hath  pourd  much 
better  balm  into  than  any  I  am  able  to  administer,  will  not  say  anything 
now  tending  to  unbind  it.  If  your  Lordship  should  want  a  resting  place 
in  your  way  to  London,  I  hope  you  need  not  be  told  you  will  be  allwaies 
welcome  here  to  your  Lordship's  faithfull  friend  &  servant. 

P.S. — Mrs.  Gipps  is  perfectly  satisfyed  with  your  Lordship's  goodness  to 
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her ;    I  wish  I  could  say  so  too,  that  you  have  had  so  much  trouble  in  that 
ajEfair. 

997.        To  Colonel  Norton.  Dec.  5,  1734. 

My  son  Tom  not  being  here  to  receive  the  same 
personal  assurances  you  have  had  from  the  persons  proposd  to  be  brought 
in,  and  as  we  have  been  disappointed  in  our  expectations  from  some  of 
those  already  admitted  upon  too  slight  an  acquaintance  with  their  principles 
and  characters,  I  think  it  not  adviseable  just  now,  in  my  son's  absence  & 
upon  the  slender  knowledg  we  yet  have  of  the  persons  nominated,  to  proceed 
immediately  to  a  filling-up  of  the  Body,  especially  as  we  have  the  year 
before  us  to  turn  our  selves  in  to  be  more  throughly  informd  where  we  can 
depend  with  more  certainty  for  the  future  than  you  see  we  could  on  the 
past.  If  in  the  mean  time  you  or  Alderman  Ray  will  give  your  selves  the 
trouble  to  bring  the  persons  hither  who  are  most  approvd  of  by  our  friends 
to  dine  with  me  any  day  the  most  convenient  for  you  &  them,  they  shall  be 
very  welcome  to  your  etc. 

993.        To  Lord  Hervey  Ickworth,  Dec.  21,  1734. 

Dear  Son 

If  the  uneasyness  I  have  felt  was  not  grown 
almost  as  painful  to  my  mind  for  want  of  being  able  to  write  to  you  as 
soon  &  often  as  I  have  wishd  to  do  as  a  fitt  of  the  cholick  is  to  my  body,  I 
should  not  even  now  have  dared  to  venture  the  approach  of  one,  which  the 
posture  I  am  in  never  failes  to  remind  me  of,  were  it  not  to  tell  you  how 
extreamly  pleasd  I  am  that  my  incessant  endeavours  &  persuasions  to  leave 
my  family  in  peace  &  friendship  have  at  last  had  their  effect.  I  verily 
believe  the  reconciliation  truely  sincere,  rather  owing  to  your  late  undeservd 
kindness  &  generosity  to  your  brothers  (having  heard  of  neither  from  either 
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of  them)  than  to  all  other  arguments  of  your  matchless  merit  constantly 
instilld  by  your  most  affectionate  father. 

999.  To  Mr.  William  Bond.  March  18,  1734/5. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  Paynes  case,  as  I  took  it  for 
granted  there  would  not  be  found  the  least  tittle  in  it  deviating  from  truth, 
after  the  strict  injunction  too  which  I  laid  on  you  to  be  sure  it  should  be  so 
sent  to  you,  I  thought  my  self  so  well  founded  to  gett  relief  in  so  seeming 
a  cruel  case  that  I  putt  it  into  Lord  Herve3''s  hands,  in  order  to  his  trying 
to  obtain  it;  but  having  to  my  great  surprise  mett  with  one  of  the  Justices 
who  was  present  at  the  whole  examination  &  proof  on  which  she  was 
convicted,  who  gave  me  a  full  account  of  the  whole  affair,  I  found  it  so 
widely  different  from  what  I  took  it  to  be,  that  I  immediately  sent  a  message 
to  my  son  to  give  him  self  nor  friends  any  farther  trouble  in  an  application, 
which  could  never  justify  the  accused,  &  only  serve  to  expose  those  who 
should  appear  in  defence  of  one  fully  provd  to  have  often  incurrd  the 
penalty  of  a  law  so  necessary  to  be  strictly  executed  to  putt  a  stop  to  the 
infamous  practice  of  smugling.  I  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  this  notice, 
that  if  you  can  put  this  suite  of  hers  into  better  hands,  you  should  not  be 
held  in  suspence  by.  Sir,  your  faithful!  servant. 

1000.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.        Ickworth,  April  14,  1735. 

Since  you  desire  to  know  how  I  passd  my  journey 
hither,  I  must  keep  to  my  old  custom  (tho'  much  out  of  fashion)  of  telling  ' 
truth.  We  got  well  to  Harlow,  but  between  that  &  Bourne-bridge  the  fore 
extree  broke,  &  I  was  forcd  to  walk  in  the  cold  &  dirt  to  Newport  to  send 
for  a  wheelwright,  who  was  so  long  in  putting  in  of  a  new  one  that  it  was 
ten  at  night  before  I  could  get  to  Bourn-bridg,  where  I  found  my  self  much 
worse  than  I  had  ever  felt  myself  since  I  was  born,  so  very  ill  that  I  went 

Vol.    III.  R 
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to  bed  without  eating  any  thing,  or  hoping  ever  to  see  you  again.  I  have 
not  been  much  better  since  I  came  hither,  &  have  only  strength  and  spirits 
enough  remaining  to  let  you  know,  that  you  may  tell  Mrs.  Hervey  that  if 
she  with  her  maid  servant  only  cares  to  come  hither  again,  which  she  left 
very  much  contrary  to  my  advice  &  inclination,  here  may  be  just  room 
enough  made  for  them,  if  she  knows  how  otherwise  to  dispose  of  her  other 
two  daughters,  which  would  not  have  been  in  being  could  my  counsel  have 
been  hearkend  to  with  that  common  attention  which  was  due  to  it  ;  but  she 
has  verifyd  the  proverb,  there  is  no  prudence  to  be  found  etc. 

1001.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.        Ickworth,  April  19,  1735. 

In  answer  to  that  curious  peice  of  Harry's  which 
you  read  in  its  passage  hither,  I  (after  giving  him  many  a  due  bob  for 
asking  &  then  constantly  running  counter  to  my  advice,  and  giving  him 
the  best  directions  I  could  to  make  the  best  of  his  suit  against  Lady  Aston,) 
plainly  told  him  that  there  was  no  more  room  here  but  for  his  wife  &  child 
Betty  &  one  maid,  and  if  she  and  he  could  not  contrive  to  dispose  of  the 
other  two  daughters,  (who  could  not  have  been  now  in  being,  would  she 
but  have  staid  here  instead  of  horsing  to  Litchfield,  contrary  to  my  opinion 
and  inclination,)  and  be  content  to  re-settle  here  as  before,  they  must  e'en 
shift  in  some  obscure  corner,  as  many  others  have  done  who  have  been 
guilty  of  the  same  mutual,  indiscreet  follies.  I  confess  retirement  will 
relish  ill  after  operas,  plays,  drawing-rooms  etc.  ;  but  if  she  is  any  thing 
like  the  person  you  describe,  solitude  would  prove  the  most  effectual  dis- 
cipline to  correct  that  innate  Astonian  petulancy,  which,  till  much  abated, 
would  prove  but  very  unfitt  company  for  a  mind  like  mine,  and  therefore 
am  very  easy  as  to  the  resolution  they  shall  take  as  to  her  coming  hither  or 
not. — I  could  give  you  quite  as  ill  an  account  of  myself  as  you  do  of  your 
own  condition,  but  I  will  spare  you  that  uneasiness,  as  I  hope  you  will  me 
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that  of  writing  often,   knowing  how  very  dearly  the  posture  I  am  now  in 
makes  me  often  pay  for  it. 

1002.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.      Kensington,  July  25,  1735. 

I  cant  help  beginning  my  journal  of  this  day  to 
commemorate  that  of  forty  years  ago,  and  to  wish  all  those  we  are  to  pass 
together  may  prove  as  happy  in  our  latter  days  as  they  were  in  the 
beginning,  more  sure  none  ever  experiencd.  I  have  receivd  compliments 
from  all  the  family,  and  both  our  healths  drank  in  a  bumper.  The  Queen, 
who  has  been  most  extreamly  kind  to  me  ever  since  I  came  to  this  place, 
was  particularly  so  to  day  in  her  expressions  upon  this  occasion,  and  all 
the  Princesses  dfessd  in  their  Jewells  &  as  fine  as  of  a  publick  day,  and  the 
Duke  the  same.  The  next  to  these  was  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  arrivd 
here  this  day  from  his  Norfolk  expedition  ;  Lord  Hervey  &  George  both 
dind  with  me  ;  the  honours  I  have  received  to  day  have  been  remarkable 
enough  for  the  prints  to  fill  a  paragraph  ;  so  much  lor  that  ;  now  I  must 
come  to  your  particular  favours.  The  Queen  was  so  obliging  at  my  first 
coming  to  enquire  very  kindly  after  you,  &  said  she  had  often  done  so  of 
my  Lord  Hervey,  for  she  really  lovd  my  Lord  Bristol  ;  yesterday  I  was 
alone  with  her  Majesty,  where  you  were  the  whole  subject  of  our  discourse, 
which  is  much  too  long  to  repeat  in  a  letter,  tho'  very  agreeable  for  me  to 
hear,  but  it  ended  with  a  very  obliging  message,  which  I  am  commanded 
by  the  Queen  to  repeat  in  these  words ;  tell  my  Lord  Bristol  from  me  that  I 
long  to  talk  with  him,  and  that  if  he  wont  come  and  see  me  now  that  he  can 
have  no  pretence  for  not  coming  to  Court,  I  shall  take  it  very  ill,  and  that 
by  coming  to  fetch  me  home  you  will  oblige  two  ladies  at  once  ;  and  if  you 
continue  in  your  old  obstinate  humour  after  she  has  talkd  with  you,  her 
Majesty  says  she  will  give  you  Merlin's  cave,  (which  is  a  new  ornament  to 
Richmond,)  and  you  are  to  be  lockd  up  there,  and  the  Queen  to  keep  the 
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key. — I  give  you  many  thanks  over  again  for  that  postscript  you  writ  in  my 
letter ;  it  has  had  all  the  effects  I  coud  wish  for  here,  &  I  think  Lord  Hervey 
and  I  live  as  well  together  as  any  mother  &  son  can  wish  to  do,  for  he  has 
not  missd  seeing  me  any  one  morning  since  I  came,  &  twice  breakfasted  & 
twice  dind  notwithstanding  he  has  so  many  irons  in  the  fire,  some  of  which 
1  wish  were  burnt  out. 

July  26.  He  has  given  me  a  little  ring  for  a  lucky  enterance  into  the 
next  forty  years  ;  so  much  for  home-news.  The  whole  talke  of  the  town  & 
country  is  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  wedding;  they  carry  it  so  farr  as  to 
name  the  day,  which  is  the  King's  birthday;  that  one  fine  suit  may  serve 
tis  to  be  very  private,  and  he  is  to  be  married  by  proxy,  and  after  that, 
when  the  lady  comes  over,  the  ceremony  is  to  be  performd  in  the  Queen's 
closet,  &  Lady  Sundon  who  is  made  a  lady  (as  they  say  on  purpose)  is  to  be 
her  first  lady  of  the  Bedchamber ;  people  give  their  reasons  for  that.  Now 
I  have  gone  thus  far  as  a  news-writer,  I  must  tell  you  that  we  know  nothing 
of  all  this  at  Court,  nor  is  there  any  preparations  towards  a  wedding,  nor 
do  I  hear  the  bride  is  yet  fixd  upon  ;  but  I  hope  I  have  said  nothing  to  be 
Calld  to  account  for,  as  the  printer  of  Miss  Chamber's  wedding  is,  and  they 
say  will  be  punishd.  Lady  Fitzwaters  is  mightily  disconcerted  about  her 
daughters  marriage,  who  chooses  to  have  Lord  Chedburn  rather  than  the 
Duke  of  Leeds ;  it  seems  to  me  as  odd  a  fancy  as  her  mother's  to  prefer  a 
Scotch  Marquess  in  reversion  to  an  English  duke  in  present  with  a  much 
better  estate  and  person,  tho'  both  are  allowd  to  be  what  you  call  pretty 
men. — The  Queen  receivd  many  letters  yesterday,  all  which  brought  good 
news,  as  her  Majesty  was  pleasd  to  inform  us  last  night  in  the  gallery. 
The  Persians  having  had  a  vast  victory  over  the  Turks  is  reckond  of  great 
consequence.  Pier  Majesty  was  pleasd  to  say  also  that  now  the  Russians 
had  joynd  the  Emperour's  army,  he  had  one  hundred  &  forty  thousand  men 
ift  the  field,  very  good  troops. — Lord  Hervey  has  just  calld  at  my  window 
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as  he  went  thro'  the  garden  to  walk  to  Chelsea,  and  from  thence  to  London, 
where  he  keeps  this  holyday ;  but  I  think  I  have  chosen  the  better  part, 
which  is  to  stay  quietly  at  home  in  a  very  empty  house ;  but  as  I  have  been 
very  ill  a  night  and  a  day,  I  thought  it  was  better  to  endeavour  to  recruit ; 
this  came  by  accident  from  drinking  some  water  upon  the  place  that  has 
had  the  same  effect  upon  others  ;  but  the  Queen  has  added  to  all  her  other 
favours  to  me  the  ordering  me  to  have  all  the  water  I  drink  from  the  Back- 
stairs, the  same  that  she  drinks  herself ;  it  comes  from  Germany,  but  has 
no  effect,  but  being  a  most  delicious  liquor  soft  &  pleasant  to  the  taste.  I 
believe  you  will  wonder  amongst  all  my  news  I  dont  tell  you  whether  we 
are  to  have  peace  or  war  ;  but  I  am  informd  that  is  more  than  the  wisest 
can  tell,  but  I  believe  it  will  end  in  the  Scripture  phrase,  No  peace,  saith 
my  God,  to  the  wicked. 

1003.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.      Ickworth,  July  26th,  1735. 

As  Lady  Ann  coud  not  reasonably  be  supposd, 
as  she  came  in  two  days  &  the  roads  so  extreamly  bad,  to  be  able  to  get 
hither  before  night,  so  the  answer  Mr.  Harper  requird  allowd  me  hardly 
time  enough  to  write  one,  much  less  to  consider  well  of  the  new  proposal 
made  by  Mr,  Webb,  &  to  get  it  time  enough  at  Bury  that  night  to  go  by 
the  stage-coach,  which  went  out  at  two  a  clock  the  next  morning  ;  however, 
with  great  difficulty  I  made  shift  to  compass  my  part,  &  hope  it  reachd 
him  by  the  time  sett.  I  conclude  he  hath  acquainted  you  with  the  purport 
of  it,  but  lest  you  should  not  have  seen  him  since,  it  was  in  short  a  just 
rejection  of  it,  &  which  would  never  have  been  venturd  at  but  that  our 
ready  compliance  with  the  first  ^600  we  submitted  to  accept  of,  after  Bell 
had  absolutely  agreed  to  give  ^15600  for  the  estate,  gave  them  hopes  we 
woud  indulge  them  in  this  last  ^400  also,  a  way  of  treating  people  not  to  be 
■endurd.     You    rightly  reason  that  were  there  any  real  doubt  in  our  title. 
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no  body  would  venture  such  a  summe  of  money  upon  it  ;  therefore  tis  very 
plain  the  objection  they  have  dwelt  on  as  to  the  pedigree  was  only  a  device 
to  get  ^400  more  abated,  which  I  can  never  consent  to.  The  conclusion  of 
your  letter  ended  in  such  dark  parables  as  make  me  very  uneasy  till  you  can  tell 
me  truth  of  their  importance.  How  impossible  it  is  to  find  ease  in  a  world 
where  nothing  moves  in  a  course  of  virtue,  even  with  common  discretion, 
but  to  save  appearances,  tho'  this  last  is  but  a  poor  substitute  to  supply 
substantial  duties  with.  Have  you  thankd  Harry  as  I  desird  you  for  the 
pamplet  he  sent  me  against  Pope  ?  The  subject  was  fruitful  enough  to 
have  made  better  work  of  ;  he  never  said  who  was  the  author  of  it.  Have 
you  also  told  him  that  unless  he  leaves  off  drinking  of  porte  so  constantly 
and  plentifully  as  he  hath  done  for  many  years,  that  he  must  and  will 
infallibly  end  his  days  in  pain,  &  be  a  cripple  long  before  he  dyes.  I  hear 
he  has  recommencd  the  suit  against  Lady  and  Sir  Thomas  Aston. 
Could  he  and  his  lady  have  been  so  long  in  London,  &  never  thought  of 
applying  themselves  to  Sir  John  Cheshire  for  an  authentick  copy  of  her 
father's  deed  of  settlement  and  intaile,  whereby  she  &  her  children  are  to 
inherit  the  whole  estate,  in  case  Sir  Thomas  Aston  should  dye  without  issue  ? 
which  if  they  have  not,  surely  so  careless  a  couple  never  mett  together.  I 
am  as  weary  of  advising  them  to  no  purpose  as  my  stomach  begins  to  be  of 
the  posture  I  have  sett  in  to  write  this  much. 

1004.        To  Edward  Eure  Esq.  at  Ipswich.  Ickworth,  July  26,  1735. 

It  hath  been  my  constant  desire  &  endeavour  to 
gett  Mr.  Howard's  estate  sold  for  the  payment  of  your  and  all  the  other 
debts  affecting  the  same  ;  but  tho'  we  have  submitted  to  lett  it  go  at  above 
^3000  less  than  I  know  it  to  be  worth,  yet  the  purchaser's  counsel  insisting 
to  have  a  point  in  the  pedigree  cleard,  which  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able 
to  give  them  full  satisfaction  in,  (which  however  we  are  daily  searching  for,) 
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I  hope  you  will  have  patience  till  that  can  be  made  out.  As  to  the  other 
point  you  mention,  since  Lord  Griffin  is  equally  interested  in  the  estate 
with  my  wife  &  self,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  made  him  the  same 
request ;  &  if  you  have,  when  you'l  acquaint  me  what  his  answer  is,  you 
may  depend  on  one  from  me  as  far  as  you  in  reason  can  expect  from,  Sir, 
your  humble  servant. 

1005.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol. 

PViday  morning.  Aug.  i,  1735. 
You  will  find  by  the  date  of  the  other  sheet  this 
pacquet  was  designd  for  Thursday,  but  your  new  man  coud  not  sett  out  till 
to  morrow.  I  am  yet  to  learn  what  yoa  have  done  about  our  Staffordshire 
estate  ;  by  what  Mr.  Harper  told  me  when  I  saw  him  at  London,  I  thought 
it  coud  be  no  harm  to  article  with  Mr.  Webb,  as  that  woud  stop  all  the 
troublesome  proceedings  from  the  Court  till  the  middle  of  October  ;  for  I 
believe  before  that  time  they  will  be  satisfyd  with  their  title.  I  hope  they 
will  have  no  occasion  to  send  for  me,  for  it  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to 
go  to  Town  now  my  holy-day  is  lost,  for  the  hunting  begins  to-morrow,  so 
this  will  be  my  last  Saturday  journal,  but  Williams  must  take  it  up,  for  it 
will  be  a  very  idle  day  with  her  from  seven  in  the  morning.  I  must  now 
conclude,  for  Sir  Robert  Smyth  is  just  come  to  see  me,  and  proposes  to  be 
at  Hampton  to  morrow  night ;  I  wish  to  God  I  coud  go  with  him  ;  but  as  I 
have  received  a  letter  from  Lady  Hartford  to  remind  me  of  my  promise  to 
wait  a  week  for  her,  I  shall  not  be  releasd  till  the  i8th  of  this  month.  Lord 
Hervey  wishes  very  much  for  your  fetching  me  ;  I  need  not  say  who  does 
the  same,  and  I  really  think  it  might  turn  to  account  for  Felly,  if  you 
brought  him  with  you,  for  she  seems  determind  to  do  something  for  him. 
I  took  the  opportunity  to  put  her  Majesty  in  mind  of  her  promise,  when  I 
told  her  the  satisfaction  I  had  found  in  having  him  cleard  of  what  he  had 
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been  so  unjustly  accusd  of;    she  was  pleasd  to  say  she  had  always  thought 
him  so,  even  before  it  was  provd,     I  am  calld.     Adieu,  my  dear. 

1006.  Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.     Kensington,  Aug.  5,  1735. 

I  was  very  much  disappointed  from  not  having  a 
letter  yesterday,  but  the  reason  of  it  gave  me  much  more  concern.  I 
told  the  Queen  of  your  indisposition,  &  her  Majesty  was  pleasd  to  say, 
upon  her  word  she  was  extreamly  sorry,  &  bid  me  tell  you  so,  and  that  she 
should  always  interest  herself  in  every  thing  that  related  to  you.  Lord 
Hervey  (who  is  now  perfectly  well  again)  joyns  with  me  in  wishing  ex- 
treamly that  you  woud  come  &  return  all  these  favours  in  your  own  person  j 
we  both  agree  in  thinking  the  journey  woud  do  Lady  Ann  and  your  self  a 
great  deal  of  good.  I  hope  you  have  receivd  all  my  letters  safe,  especially 
that  on  Saturday ;  I  shoud  not  have  wrote  this  if  I  had  not  had  the  Queen's 
commands  for  it,  for  I  am  obligd  to  write  to  Lady  Albermarle,  &  expect 
Mrs.  Grey  every  moment,  so  what  I  think  of  more  must  be  conveyd  by  trusty 
Williams,  who  longs  as  much  to  be  at  home  (if  that  be  possible)  as  your 
faithful  E.B. 

1007.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.     Ickworth,  August  6,  1735. 

I  can  hardly  decide  whether  my  cholick  by  day, 
followd  by  several  sleepless  nights  with  the  tooth-ach,  have  given  me 
more  pain  than  finding  myself  disabled  by  both  to  have  given  so  early  an 
answer  as  I  ought  to  two  such  gracious  messages  as  her  Majesty  hath 
condescended  to  honour  so  obscure  &  almost  forgotten  an  old  gentleman 
with  as  my  self.  Were  it  not  much  too  late  in  life  for  me  to  think  of 
frequenting  Courts  again,  &  that  I  should  live  in  perpetual  fear  of  meeting 
with  more  of  that  undeservd  treatment  my  old  fashiond  principles  and 
obstinate  (as  it   would  be  unjustly  calld)  practices  would  infallibly  bring 
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upon  me  again,  I  could  not  possibly  resist  the  offerd  invitation  ;  but  as  I 
am  apprehensive  what  has  happend  would  probably  recurr,  I  must  beg  leave 
to  remain  in  that  innocent  retirement,  which  even  in  my  younger  days  you 
know  always  suited  with  my  natural  inclination  much  better  than  any  other 
course  of  life.  Could  it  be  shewn  me  wherein  I  might  be  made  of  the  least 
use  or  service  to  any  of  the  Royal  family,  (whose  truest  interests  God  knows 
I  have  ever  most  sincerely  consulted  &  endeavourd  to  promote,)  I  would 
soon  make  it  appear  there  should  be  no  need  of  a  messenger  to  bring  me  up ; 
but  till  that  remote  contingency  arrives,  I  hope  it  will  be  allowd  me  to  live 
where  I  am,  which  tho'  in  an  humble  cottage,  yet  enjoying  free  egress  & 
regress  (a  priviledge  it  seems  not  annexd  to  Merlin's  cave)  I  must  prefer  to 
any  state  of  confinement  whatsoever.  I  was  very  early  enamourd  with  the 
fair  Goddess  Elutheria,  whose  beauties  are  permanent  &  improve  upon 
enjoyment  ;  whereas  all  others  are  too,  too  transitory,  &  often  end  in 
disappointments.  The  charms  of  liberty  are  ever  blooming,  never  fading  ; 
&  he  who  once  grown  weary  of  her  would  barter  her  for  any  seeming  greater 
advantages,  deserves  to  find  himself  bubbled  by  the  bargain,  I  cannot 
imagine  what  Lord  Hervey  means  by  wishing  very  much  that  I  would  fetch 
you  down,  without  giving  one  reason  for  it.  Sure  now  it  appears  how 
unjustly  Felle  was  taxd,  &  how  cruelly  he  was  used,  and  the  whole  family 
hurt,  in  dismissing  him  from  her  service  as  if  guilty,  there  will  want  nothing 
more  to  incline  her  Majesty  to  make  him  some  amends  (as  signal  as  the 
injury  done  him  &  us)  but  the  bare  reflection  of  what  has  happend  in  her 
own  royal  mind. — Since  you  want  to  know  from  me  the  present  state  of 
your  Staffordshire  affair,  it  is  in  short  as  follows.  I  having  utterly  rejected 
the  last  proposal  from  Mr.  Webb  of  abating  ^400  more  of  the  ^15000  last 
agreed  to,  I  find  Lord  Griffin  was  wrote  to  by  Mr.  Harper  to  try  if  he  would 
be  of  my  opinion,  who  sent  me  the  letter  (a  copy  whereof  I  herewith  send 
you)  to  know  my  sentiments  before  he  would  give  any  answer  to  it ;  wherein 
Vol.  III.  s 
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I  cannot  but  observe  a  very  gross  mistake  of  Mr.  Harper's,  who  tells  Lor( 
Griffin  ^14600  is  the  price  at  which  Captain  Elwes  is  the  bidder  befor 
the  Master,  whereas  in  truth  &  in  fact  Captain  Elwes  stands  the  bidder  a 
^15000.  How  this  monstrous  mistake  has  happend  Mr.  Harper  will  d 
well  to  explain  to  you  before  you  leave  London  ;  to  me  it  seems  a  riddle  toi 
hard  for  me  to  expound.  I  only  know  the  whole  proceedure  from  first  t 
last  has  been  unprecedented  ;  had  I  known  Webb  had  been  behind  th 
curtain,  the  first  ^600  should  never  have  been  abated,  nor  any  farther  treat 
carryd  on  with  such  a  screwing  huckster. 

1008.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Aug.  9,  1735. 

Dear  Son 

I  have  lately  livd  in  such  continual  pain  betwee 
my  cholick  and  the  tooth-ach  that  I  was  hardly  capable  of  tasting  an 
pleasure.  However,  your  letters  to  Dr.  Middleton  were  so  very  entertainin 
that  they  almost  banishd  every  disagreeable  sensation  whilst  I  was  readin 
them.  Must  these  new  lights  be  put  under  the  same  bushel  with  so  man 
bright  ones  on  other  subjects  struck  out  by  the  same  fruitfull  brain  ?  Let  m 
beg  your  acquiescence  at  least  in  the  publication  of  these,  were  it  only  t 
mortify  that  little  poysonous  adder  Pope,  by  shewing  him  yours  is  farr  fror 
being  of  that  flimsy  texture  he  endeavourd  to  represent  it,  and  that  th 
world  may  judge  from  this  instance  how  very  justly  he  has  dealt  by  you  i 
every  other  depreciating  lineament  he  has  drawn  of  you.  I  can  foresee  bi 
one  objection  it  is  liable  to,  which  is  that  you  have  bestowd  much  time  < 
pains  upon  a  subject  dry  &  still  uncertain  in  it  self  and  very  little  interestin 
as  to  us  now.  However,  one  great  and  usefull  observation  may  be  draw 
from  it  by  every  sound  and  honest  mind,  (which  yours  I  hope  &  trust  i 
God  will  never  loose  sight  of,l  &  that  is  how  very  dangerous  and  destructiv 
a  practice  it  has  ever  provd  to  the  liberty  and  consequently  to  the  happynes 
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of  mankind  to  place  too  much  power  in  any  single  hand,  &  that  it  never 
was  sufferd  to  grow  to  an  uncontroulable  heighth  but  it  became  of  course 
productive  of  every  sort  of  mischeif  &  misery  our  whole  species  have  groand 
under  ever  since  arbitrary  government  was  first  insidiously  devisd  by 
flattering,  self  interested  knaves,  &  tamely  submitted  to  by  crowching, 
cowardly  fools.  When  undue  influences  grew  too  strong,  and  boundless  will 
was  set  up  to  govern  in  the  place  of  reason  &  law,  what  monstrous  measures, 
what  monstrous  measures,  were  then  pursued  !  (This  ingemination  was 
really  not  intended,  but  fell  from  my  pen  thro'  the  fulness  of  my  heart.) 
That  awfull  Senate,  which  whilst  it  preservd  its  virtue  uncorrupted  seemd 
an  assembly  of  so  many  demy  gods,  had  no  sooner  swervd  from  its  pristine 
principles  of  publick  spiritedness  &  love  of  country  but  its  power  and  dignity 
disappeard  with  its  integrity  &  independency.  Sylla  you  see  made  Senators 
of  his  common  soldiers,  and  Caesar  introducd  his  mercenarys  among  them 
also,  and  then  it  was  no  wonder  such  a  disinterested  patriot  as  my  divine 
Cato  shoud  be  apprehended,  while  he  was  haranguing  among  such  slavish 
members,  and  sent  to  prison  ;  or  that  the  Triumvirs  shoud  proscribe  the 
greatest  and  best  men  ol  the  Senate,  and  supply  their  places  by  the  meanest 
and  the  worst.  Were  not  these,  and  many  more  natural  enormities  of 
tyrannick  power  which  I  coud  add,  the  just  inflictions  of  Providence  on 
those  and  their  posterity,  who  thro'  avarice  or  ambition  barterd  away  so  free 
and  noble  a  constitution  as  they  were  once  in  full  possession  of  ?  I  learnd  at 
school,  Felix  quem  faciunt  aliena  pericula  cautum  ;  and  hope  you'l  not 
forget  to  do  so  where  you  are,  and  that  you  will  live  to  think  Attilius  Regulus 
not  only  an  honester  but  a  happier  man  than  any  one,  not  a  good  man, 
(which  after  all  is  the  true  great  man  too)  ever  was  or  can  be. — You  never 
sent  me  word  whether  you  had  receivd  the  order  I  gave  you  on  my  banker 
Fowler  for  ^126. .5,  dated  the  12th  of  July  last  ;  ^112..  10  whereof  was  for 
the  6  months  interest  of  ye  ^4500  principal  money  due  the  17th  ult :,  the 
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other  13  guineas  was  the  money  Lady  Hervey's  Alleys  were  sold  for,  & 
which  I  desird  you  woud  give  me  credit  to  her  for  before  she  went  away. 
If  you  approve  of  George's  spending  his  time  here  during  the  approaching 
recess  from  school,  he  may  come  at  his  ease  with  Lady  Bristol,  &  will  be 
always  extreamly  welcome  to  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol, 

P.S. — I  have  taken  a  coppy  of  your  2  letters,  and  shall  send  the  originals 
by  the  coach  as  desird. 

1009-        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.     Kensington,  Aug.  12,  1735. 

I  was  sorry  to  find  by  Lord  Hervey  last  night  that 
he  had  not  wrote  to  you  by  Harry  according  to  his  promise,  because  he  was 
better  able  to  tell  you  how  the  Queen  received  your  compliments,  for  I  gave 
him  your  letter  to  read  that  part  to  her  in  the  morning  when  he  was  with 
her,  which  he  constantly  is  for  near  two  hours  ;  and  indeed  that  is  almost 
the  whole  time  she  has  to  herself,  for  all  the  day  is  a  continual  hurry  of 
business  in  writing  and  -receiving  letters  and  giving  audiences  of  all  kinds  ; 
I  intend  to  be  one  of  those  before  I  go  from  hence  upon  Felly's  account ; 
I  wish  I  coud  receive  some  hints  from  you  before  I  undertake  it,  and  how 
far  I  may  venture  to  say  I  think  your  gratitude  would  carry  you  upon  such 
an  occasion,  &  for  all  the  favours  she  has  shewed  both  to  you  and  me  lately, 
for  more  obliging  and  kind  expressions  one  could  never  receive  from  one's 
equalls,  and  I  must  and  will  believe  them  sincere,  because  there  can  be  no 
reason  why  they  shoud  not.  I  wish  you  had  that  hours  conversation  her 
Majesty  has  been  so  gracious  to  offer  you  ;  I  am  very  sure  you  woud  be 
charmd  &  never  repent  your  journey  ;  besides,  I  really  believe  without  your 
personal  assistance  we  shall  lose  the  sale  of  our  estate  between  Bell  h  the 
Dragon,  Webb,  tho'  he  seemd  when  with  me  as  smooth  as  oyl,  I  know  this 
is  a  very  bad  post  for  you  to  write  an  answer  to,  yet  as  here  is  so  many 
material  things  I  want  assistance  in,  I  hope  to  hear  from  you  on  Friday, 
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that  being  the  last  post  can  be  of  use  here.  Mr.  Felton's  letter  is  in  much 
too  high  a  strain  to  do  him  service  here  ;  he  had  better  have  laid  his  disgrace 
where  it  was  due,  for  he  must  know  how  very  strongly  it  was  enforcd  to  her 
Majesty,  even  to  put  it  past  her  power  to  disbelieve  it.  What  friends  then 
is  he  blessd  with,  that  coud  conceal  such  an  injury  so  long  after  his  innocence 
was  made  known,  only  because  my  Lady  Suffolk  was  the  accuser  ;  and  I 
think  her  last  errour  of  concealment  (if  possible)  worse  than  the  first  bustle 
she  made  about  it.  I  own  I  was  very  much  surprisd,  when  I  told  the  Duke 
of  Dorset  how  happy  I  was  from  this  discovery,  that  his  answer  was,  Lord, 
where  have  you  livd  to  tell  that  for  news  now,  when  his  innocence  was 
known  almost  as  soon  as  he  was  suspected.  I  said  I  was  very  sorry  to 
find  there  was  so  little  honour  or  justice  in  the  world  as  to  keep  so  vile  an 
accusation  (after  twas  cleard)  so  long  a  secret  from  his  family,  who  had 
sufferd  so  much  from  it.  I  own  I  was  very  much  peakd  to  find  that  sett  of 
people  had  kept  us  so  long  in  ignorance;  I  think  if  he  is  well  enough  to 
come  up  with  the  coach  it  might  be  of  use,  tho'  he  were  obligd  to  ride  or 
drive  home  again. — I  have  spelt  so  abominably  that  I  can  hardly  read  what 
I  have  wrote ;  but  as  you  know  my  infirmities,  I  hope  you  will  make  out 
enough  to  answer  on  Thursday  morning.  I  have  many  things  more  I  wish 
to  tell  you  if  the  heat  woud  give  me  leave,  but  it  really  is  killing  weather ; 
but  one  thing  I  must  not  omit,  which  is  that  the  Queen  did  me  the  honour 
to  take  me  into  the  garden  at  Kew  quite  alone,  where  all  the  discourse  was 
of  you,  and  very  much  to  your  advantage. 

1010.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.        Ickworth,  Aug.  15,  1735. 

As  Lady  Ann's  health  was  concernd,  I  with  much 
difficulty  brought  myself  to  be  barely  passive  as  to  her  taking  one  of  the 
most  unnecessary,  nonsensical  journeys  was  ever  undertaken,  at  this  time 
of  the  year  too,  when  the  heats  are  overcoming  &  the  dust  most  suffocating ; 
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for  what  information  or  satisfaction  can  her  quack  pretend  to  receive  by 
word  of  mouth  which  she  coud  not  as  well  have  acquainted  him  with  by  a 
letter  ?  I  have  also  sufferd  her  brother  Felton  to  accompany  her,  for  fear 
his  missing  of  preferment  (to  atone  for  the  crying  injustice  was  done  him) 
should  be  laid  at  my  door  in  preventing  his  waiting  on  the  Queen  at  so 
critical  a  juncture,  tho'  his  brother's  absolute  silence  on  that  head  in  all  his 
letters  to  me  does  not  seem  to  promise  much  success.  I  beg  you  would  not 
engage  my  gratitude  farther  than  will  ever  be  found  consistent  with  my 
character  of  an  honest  man;  I  wish  other  people's  were  as  conspicuous. 
Whatever  happens  to  be  the  event  of  his  journey,  I  only  desire  his  staying 
in  London  after  you  may  not  be  one  consequence  of  it,  which  I  foresaw  with 
great  uneasiness.  Should  that  prove  to  be  the  case,  I  know  but  one  cir- 
cumstance more  would  have  been  wanting  to  compleat  the  folly  of  the  whole, 
&  that  is  my  own  personal  appearance  at  Court  in  the  King's  absence.  How 
Lord  Hervey  could  possibly  judge  so  very  ill  as  to  advise  it  I  cannot 
imagine,  unless  he  was  not  left  to  himself  in  thinking  or  writing  upon  it. 
It  was  impossible  to  write  more  than  you  received  from  Felle  by  yesterday's 
post,  otherwise  you  would  have  known  all  this  sooner  from  me  ;  I  hope  it 
may  not  be  yet  too  late. 

1011-        To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Ickworth,  Aug.  27,  1735. 

I  should  have  sent  your  Lordship  my  thanks 
sooner  for  your  kind  invitation  to  Norwich,  had  not  my  wife  been  absent 
when  I  receivd  it,  who  having  so  great  a  share  in  it  I  could  not  make  a 
proper  answer  to  it  till  I  had  seen  her.  She  thinks  herself  much  obligd  to 
your  Lordship  for  renewing  the  offer  of  a  party  which  would  have  given  us 
both  a  great  deal  of  pleasure ;  but  being  just  returnd  to  me  after  a  month's 
waiting  on  her  Majesty  finds  herself  at  present  too  much  fatigud  to  think 
of  setting  out  upon  a  fresh  journey  at  this  time  of  the  year,  when  the  days 
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are  shortening  ;  and  as  with  them  my  life  is  doing  so  too  apace,  being  now 
turnd  on  the  wrong  side  of  seventy,  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  also  accept 
of  my  excuse,  since  the  venturing  on  so  remote  a  visit  without  her  would 
make  her  very  uneasy  least  any  accident  might  happen  and  she  not  at 
hand  to  help  me,  as  she  hath  been  above  these  fourty  years. — Mr.  Brown  is 
chosen  new-elect  for  the  ensuing  year,  not  only  with  my  approbation,  to  whom 
and  to  my  family  he  hath  shewn  himself  a  constant  friend,  but  even  with 
the  consent  of  Colonel  Norton,  since  I  agreed  to  the  filling  up  of  the 
Corporation  with  fast  friends  to  the  coalition,  whereby  no  wrong  use  can  now 
be  made  by  Brown's  being  in  the  chair.  Should  I  live  till  winter,  one  of  the 
chief  satisfactions  I  can  hope  for  in  being  at  London  will  be  the  meeting 
with  your  Lordship  in  better  health  than  since  your  Visitation  you  have 
describd  to  your  old  friend  and  faithful  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S.  (by  my  wife.)  I  cant  let  this  letter  go  without  telling  your  Lordship 
that  I  dind  with  Sir  R.  Walpole  at  Chelsea  the  day  I  came  out  of  waiting, 
where  we  drank  your  health  with  many  expressions  to  your  advantage, 
which  tho'  very  true  is  very  rare  to  be  acknowledgd  at  Court  ;  but  I  have  no 
reason  to  say  that  upon  my  own  account,  for  I  found  more  kindness  there 
this  last  month  than  ever  I  did  since  I  had  the  honour  to  serve  the  Queen, 
and  all  those  favours  were  doubled  by  the  many  obliging  things  her  Majesty 
was  pleasd  to  say  of  my  Lord,  with  an  invitation  to  him  to  come  to 
Kensington  ;  as  I  thought  this  woud  be  a  pleasure  to  your  Lordship  to  hear, 
gave  encouragement  for  this  trouble  from  your  most  sincere  well  wisher  & 
faithful  servant,  E.  Bristol. 

1012.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Sept.  4,  1735. 

Dear  Son 

I  trust  in  God  our  hopeful  boy  and  your  valuable 
manuscripts  will  arrive  in  safety  ;  they  have  both  given  me  a  great  deal  of 
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pleasure  ;  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  your  controversy  with  Dr. 

Middleton  till  I  have  seen  your  final  reply,  not  knowing  what  your  corps  de 

reserve  may  contain,  &  the  Doctor  owning  he  has  no  ambuscades  remaining, 

nor  ought  left,  if  you  can  confute  his  last  reasons,  but  to  beg  quarter.     As 

the  battle  seems  to  stand  at  present,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  with  all  my 

paternal  partiality,  that  the  main  article  in  dispute  seems  to  be  best  supported 

by  the  authoritys  quoted  by  the  Doctor,  altho'  I'm  pleasd  to  see  at  the  same 

time  that  he  allows,  as  I  do,  that  you  have  run  thro'  the  whole  length  of  the 

question  with  great  diligence  and  accuracy  ;  a  figure  which  leads  me  to 

follow  on  your  own  metaphor  by  saying,  as  tis  very  plain  you  have  naturally 

so  much  the  speed  of  him,  so  you  were  tempted  to  make  this  match,  tho' 

a  difficult  and  doubtful  one  with  him  ;  but  as  you  made  it  for  a  sort  of  eight 

mile  course,  he  having  been  in  longer  training,  his  keeping  alone  seems  to 

have  enabled  him  to  moile  you  out  at  last  &  to  beat  you  about  half  a  neck 

only.     However,  it  is  methinks  honour  enough  for  you  to  have  made  so  very 

near  a  race  of  it  under  all  your  allowd  disadvantages  with  an  antagonist  of  the 

very  first  form.   I  have  sett  my  selfe  to  consider  why  you  undertook  to  clear  up 

this  darke  and  intricate  point  of  history,  &  cannot  assign  a  reason  how  you 

could  resolve  to  give  your  selfe  so  much  trouble  and  pains  about  it,  unless  it 

was  by  way  of  exercise  to  keep  your  head  &  hand  in  ure  to  lay  the  most 

specious  colours  on  questions  where  the  wrong  end  of  the  staff  is  put  into 

your  hands  upon  more  important  &  solemn  occasions,  a  task  which  you  know 

I  have  thought  has  been  too  frequently  assignd  you,  &  as  you  have  as  often 

acquitted  your  selfe  of  with  so  much  ability  &  dexterity,  I  am  afraid  you 

must  always  expect  the  same  labouring  oar  will  toties  quoties  be  put  upon 

you.    When  will  some  people  grow  wise  &  honest  enough,  even  for  their  own 

sakes,  as  well  as  ours,  to  putt  you  upon  moving  for  nothing  but  what  shall 

be  just  and  necessary,  &  then  you  shall  be  seconded  without  place  or  pension 

by  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 
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1013.  To  Lord  Chief  Baron  Reynolds.      Ickworth,  Oct.  5,  1735. 

Upon  opening  of  the  packet  your  Lordship  sent 
me,  I  was  as  much  surprizd  to  find  a  letter  from  your  Lordship  in  it  as  you 
must  doubtless  have  been  to  see  your  servant  return  without  my  due  ac- 
knowledgements of  so  unexpected  a  favour.  The  friendly  judgement  you 
are  pleasd  to  give  in  preferrence  of  my  son  in  the  dispute  with  Dr.  Middleton 
could  not  have  been  more  decisive  had  it  been  referrd  to  the  determination 
of  my  parental  partiality,  of  which  I  know  his  Lordship  will  be  justly  vain. 
In  reading  over  the  controversy  I  endeavourd  to  divest  my  mind  of  that 
natural  byass  I  suspected  might  warp  my  understanding,  &  therefore  shall 
think  my  son  not  at  all  injurd,  if  we  agree  to  award  between  them  as  Queen 
Elizabeth  did  as  to  Dr.  Haddon's  &  Buchanan's  learning  ;  Buchanum 
omnibus  antepono,  Haddonum  nemini  postpono.  The  subject-matter  of 
their  debate  being  of  a  dark,  uncertain  nature  &  still  left  so,  I  could  have 
wishd  the  labours  of  two  such  heads  &  pens  had  been  bestowd  on  more 
useful  and  interessing  enquiries  than  I  can  think  the  present  one  to  be.  I 
hope,  however,  Lord  Hervey  may  yet  live  to  do  his  country  as  many  solid 
services  as  it  seems  to  stand  in  need  of,  by  a  right  application  of  those 
talents  God  hath  been  pleasd  to  endow  him  with,  as  is  expected  &  hath  been 
long  daily  prayd  for  by  his  affectionate  father  &  your  Lordship's  most 
faithful  friend  &  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1014.  To  Mr.  Jasper.  Ickworth  Park.     Oct.  18,  1735. 

I  have  receivd  yours  of  the  13th  instant,  &  will 
answer  my  son's  draught  on  me  for  the  sum  you  mention  of  two  hundred 
&  twenty  pounds  either  by  a  bill  payable  to  you  upon  my  banker  Mr. 
Abraham  Fowler,  at  the  three  squirrels  over  against  St.  Dunstan's  Church 
in  Fleet  Street,  or  if  it  shoud  be  more  convenient  for  you,  will  pay  it  at 
Bury  to  any  of  your  correspondents  there ;   but  as  my  son  writes  me  word 

Vol.  III.         T 
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he  hath  drawn  the  bill  payable  to  your  selfe  only,  and  that  you  may  be 
unknown  to  Mr.  Fowler,  I  desire  you  woud  let  me  know  how  we  may  be 
made  safe  &  easy  as  to  that  circumstance ;  shoud  you  be  acquainted  either 
with  him  or  his  partner  Mr.  Simpson,  an  order  shall  be  immediately  sent 
to  them  for  the  discharge  of  my  son's  note  by.  Sir,  your  servant,  Bristol. 

1015.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Oct.  23,  1735. 

Dear  Son 

My  distemper  (cholick'^  being  grown  so  violent  of 
late  as  to  attack  me  no  less  than  four  times  in  three  days,  hath  been  the 
real  reason  why  you  have  not  heard  sooner  from  me,  altho'  the  pain  of 
owning  one  has  been  in  the  wrong  where  those  we  love  &  esteem  are  con- 
cernd  would  have  made  many  men  in  my  scituation  naturally  desirous  of  con- 
tinuing a  feignd  excuse  rather  than  be  brought  to  confess  how  much  mistaken 
I  was,  when  I  adjudgd  Dr.  Middleton  had  in  the  main  the  better  of  you  in 
the  dispute  between  ye.  But  as  the  learned  in  the  country  have  given  it  in 
your  favour,  as  well  as  the  literati  in  London,  I  gave  my  selfe  the  pleasure 
of  reviewing  the  whole  with  attention,  &  am  thereupon  become  a  convert  to 
their  opinions.  Lord  Chief  Baron's  being  as  decisive  as  you  or  even  I  can 
wish  it,  I  have  sent  you  a  copy  of  his  letter  upon  returning  me  the  papers  I 
lent  him.  His  sentiments  are  not  only  valuable  as  he  is  a  man  of  vast  & 
universal  reading,  but  as  we  may  be  very  sure  there  is  not  the  least  mixture  of 
flattery  in  them,  he  being  both  so  wise  &  happy  as  to  desire  neither  more 
riches,  titles  or  promotions  than  what  he  is  already  possessd  of,  I  have  one 
plea  to  offer  in  mitigation  of  my  mistake,  that  possibly  I  might  not  have 
fallen  into  it,  had  I  not  too  strongly  armd  my  selfe  against  paternal 
partiality  in  the  first  view  I  took  of  the  controversy,  &  by  endeavouring  to 
avoid  Scylla  was  thrown  upon  Charybdis.  But  as  your  Lordship  (as  the 
Dr.  rightly  says  J  has  the  art  of  throwing  a  subject  into  every  light  where  it 
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can  be  viewd  to  any  advantage,  &  of  extracting  whatever  it  can  possibly 
yield  either  to  our  pleasure  or  our  profit  etc.,  how  can  I  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  bred  up  in  ignorance  be  sure  whether  I  am  yet  quite  right 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  whole,  being  under  the  influence  of  such  masterly 
talents  ?  However,  I  cannot  but  think  you  carry  the  Censorian  power  too 
high,  &  sink  that  of  the  people  too  low,  from  whom  doubtless  all  power 
originally  came  in  all  countries  &  constitutions,  &  to  whom  I  have  invariably 
been  &  must  ever  continue  a  steady  &  zealous  friend,  seeing  how  very  few 
others  they  have  found  to  favour  them  ever  since  I  made  my  selfe  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  administration  of  all  governments  in  general,  or  by 
my  own  melancholly  experience  of  above  fivety  years  at  home. 

1016.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Dec.  27,  1735. 

Dear  Son 

The  sight  of  a  letter  under  your  own  hand  was 
very  well  bestowd,  as  it  deliverd  me  from  feeling  as  much  pain  of  mind  as 
you  could  possibly  suffer  in  having  a  tooth  torn  from  you.  I  hope  you  are 
by  this  time  perfectly  easy,  altho'  I  shall  never  be  entirely  so,  unless  I  can 
depend  upon  some  body's  letting  me  know  whenever  you  are  out  of  order. 
Your  constitution  would  never  have  deservd  half  the  hard  words  you  have 
given  it,  had  not  you  ruind  it  by  forceing  on  it  so  many  tuns  of  that  detestable 
infusion  of  tea,  by  the  constant  use  whereof,  tho'  not  for  near  so  long  a  time 
nor  to  so  strong  a  degree  as  you  have  done,  your  brother  Felton  hath 
already  destroyd  the  strongest  stamina  that  ever  any  man  was  blessd  with ; 
we  are,  however,  not  without  all  hope  to  gett  him  well  enough  to  bear  the 
journey  with  us  in  three  days,  which  we  intend  to  begin  on  the  6th  of 
January.  I  believe  nothing  would  tend  more  to  the  re-establishment  of  his 
health,  if  in  the  mean  time  you  would  remind  her  Majesty  of  performing 
the  promise  she  long  since  made,   and  hath  often  renewd,  of  providing  for 
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him,  which  she  cannot  now  want  an  opportunity  of  making  good  to  us,  if 
the  Prince's  family  on  his  marriage  is  to  be  settled  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  King's  when  Prince  of  Wales.  As  he  must  want  the  help  of  your 
credit  on  this  &  every  other  occasion,  I  cannot  avoid  telling  you  I  think  you 
in  some  sort  owe  him  all  the  assistance  you  can  give  to  gett  him  into  the 
Prince's  service  by  the  mother's  means,  since  by  your  unhappy  mis- 
understanding with  the  son  you  have  renderd  your  selfe  unable  to  do  him 
any  good  there  by  your  own.— I  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  Sir  T.  Hanmer's 
letter  on  returning  the  papers  I  lent  him,  that  you  may  not  only  see  his 
opinion  of  them  tallies  almost  with  my  own,  which  I  am  proud  of,  but  that 
mine  of  him  was  justly  founded  in  vouching  for  him  to  you  and  others,  as  I 
have  often  done,  that  he  is  a  true  Whig  in  his  fundamental  principles  of 
Government,  which  those  lines  will  clearly  evince  that  are  marked  out  by 
your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1017.        To  ye  Bishop  of  Lincoln.  London,  March  6,  1735/6. 

The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Gascoigne  Wright,  Clerk, 
Waits  on  your  Lordship  for  institution  to  the  livings  of  Kirkby  and  Asgarby 
in  your  Lordship's  diocess  now  vacant  by  the  cession  of  my  son  the  last 
incumbent,  and  to  which  he  brings  presentations  under  my  hand  and  seal. 
1  hope  your  Lordship  will  be  pleasd  to  indulge  him  (being  a  son  of  a  very 
good  friend  of  mine)  the  same  favour  you  was  so  good  to  shew  and  intend 
to  my  son,  particularly  with  regard  to  his  holding  the  two  livings  and 
taking  down  one  of  the  Parsonage-houses  in  order  to  repair  the  other,  Mr. 
Pearson,  the  immediate  predecessor  of  my  son,  having  left  them  in  a  very 
ruinous  and  dilapidated  state,  and  dying  insolvent.  Whatever  kindness 
your  Lordship  shall  think  fitt  to  show  this  gentleman  shall  always  be 
rememberd  as  no  small  addition  to  those  former  obligations  you  have  laid 
on  your  Lordships  most  faithful  friend  &  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 
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1018.        To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

I  give  your  Lordship  this  trouble  at  the  request 
of  my  particular  friend,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  whose  nephew  Bunbury, 
being  upwards  of  25  years  of  age  &  having  taken  his  degrees  regularly, 
desires  the  favour  of  a  private  Ordination  of  your  Lordship  to  conferr 
Deacon's  Orders  on  him  time  enough  for  him  to  go  into  Priest's  Orders  on 
Trinity  Sunday  next.  I  assurd  Sir  Thomas  that  as  I  knew  your  Lordship 
would  be  extreamly  glad  of  any  opportunity  to  oblige  him,  so  any  inter- 
cession would  be  wholly  needless,  as  I  hope  any  farther  apology  to  your 
Lordship  on  this  occasion  would  be  from  your  faithful!  friend  &  humble 
servant,  Bristol. 

Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  &  his  nephew  will  be  at  London  in  a  week. 

1019.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol,  April  29,  1736. 

My  intention  is  to  entertain  you  as  far  as  I  am 
able  with  our  happy  wedding  in  those  things  that  are  not  in  the  news-papers. 
She  landed  at  Greenwich  on  Sunday  at  one  o'clock  ;  the  news  came  when 
they  were  at  chappel ;  as  soon  as  Divine  service  was  over  &  the  Prince  had 
got  a  bitt  to  eat,  he  flew  like  an  impatient  lover  to  Greenwich,  spent  the 
evening  with  his  charming  Princess  &  staid  &c  suppd  with  her,  where  all 
people  came  in  to  see  them  that  pleasd,  which  has  gaind  the  love  of  them 
for  ever.  The  next  day  he  went  down  in  his  barges  with  musick,  &  staid 
dinner  &  supper  with  her ;  but  all  this  was  not  enongh,  for  his  passion  was 
so  strong  that  he  rode  to  breakfast  with  her  before  she  set  out  for  St.  James's, 
which  was  just  as  the  news-paper  describes  except  what  I  have  crossd,  for 
she  brought  no  German  over  with  her ;  she  came  in  her  chair  to  the  garden- 
gate  ;  the  Prince  got  home  in  time  to  dress  and  receive  her  in  the  King's 
apartment ;  from  thence  he  led  her  to  the  great  drawing-room,  &  presented 
her  to  the  King  &  Queen,  who  had  been  there  some  time  before,  in  the 
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presence  of  the  greatest  crowd  I  ever  saw.  She  fell  prostrate  before  them, 
and  was  raisd  up  with  the  utmost  tenderness,  &  entertaind  by  them  both  as 
long  as  the  Drawing-room  lasted  ;  from  thence  the  Prince  led  her  home  to 
dinner  with  the  company  the  news-paper  mentions,  and  all  the  other 
ceremonies  as  there  set  down.  She  is  about  my  heighth,  but  very  slender  ; 
her  face  is  the  very  picture  of  the  Princess  Royal,  but  has  much  the 
advantage  of  her  in  the  eyes,  which  are  rather  darker  ;  she  is  lively  and 
sensible,  with  the  greatest  modesty  that  can  be  expressd ;  and  when  she 
speaks  she  discovers  a  most  beautifull  sett  of  teeth,  and  is  never  at  a  loss 

for  words  to  express  herself  most  agreeably  in  perfect  good  French 

This  is  all  I  am  able  to  tell  you  at  present,  for  I  came  home  so  ill  on  the 
wedding  night  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  stir  ever  since,  not  so  much  as  to 
kiss  hands.  I  know  you  will  say.  What  did  the  old  fool  do  there  ?  But 
woman's  curiosity  prevaild  &  on  I  went,  tho'  it  was  pain  &  grief  to  me.  I 
had  a  most  gracious  reception  from  my  master  &  mistress  ;  she  said  she 
was  ashamd  to  see  me  in  that  condition  without  sending  to  me  every  day. 
My  master  laughd  extreamly  to  see  me  hop  about  with  my  cane  ;  I  told  his 
Majesty  I  did  not  taste  the  joke,  since  I  had  put  my  best  foot  foremost ;  he 
said  my  cloaths  was  both  fine,  pretty  &  the  best  taste  that  coud  be ;  he 
shewd  me  all  the  Jewells  with  his  own  hand  that  the  Queen  was  to  give  the 
Princess ;  then  I  went  down  to  dine  with  Lord  Hervey,  who  was  as  much 
tird  as  myself;  we  both  lay  upon  couches  till  the  business  of  ye  evening 
calld  upon  us  ;  then  he  went  with  me  to  the  Chappel,  where  I  saw  ye 
ceremony  performd  out  of  the  ladies  closet,  from  whence  I  went  to  the 
supping-room  as  the  next  stage ;  there  I  sat  me  down  till  they  were  fixd  at 
supper ;  then  I  went  to  the  Prince's  apartment,  where  I  rested  till  she  was 
to  be  put  to  bed,  &  went  down  their  back-stairs  to  my  chair ;  yet  with  all 
this  caution  &  care  I  am  laid  up,  and  not  able  to  go  to  Lady  Betty,  who 
invited  me  to  dinner.     Adieu,  my  dear;  pray  take  as  much  care  to  please 
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me  in  my  house*  as  I  have  done  you  in  this  scroll,  &  hasten  the  laying  the 
foundation,  for  Mr.  Burrough  (who  I  suppose  has  wrote  to  you)  says  that  that 
must  have  time  to  settle  before  the  building  can  go  on.  I  am  sorry  to  send 
you  so  bad  an  account  of  poor  Felly,  but  rejoyce  to  hear  dear  Nan  is  so  well. 

1020.  To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Ickworth,  May  i,  1736. 

Having  troubled  your  Lordship  so  lately  makes 
me  justly  apprehensive  that  you  may  think  me  too  importunate  a  sollicitor  ; 
but  as  my  present  request  is  in  behalf  of  your  quondam  curate,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Windle,  who  I  think  is  already  yours  by  principle  &  affection,  &  only 
wants  to  be  made  more  strictly  so  by  gratitude,  I  hope  as  your  Lordship 
hath  now  two  small  livings  vacant  in  your  guift,  that  you  will  be  so  good  as 
to  bestow  them  on  him,  wherein  you  will  very  much  oblige  both  him  and 
your  Lordship's  most  faithiull  friend  &  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1021.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  May  8,  1736. 

I  felt  &  took  so  much  cold  yesterday  was  a 
senight  by  staying  too  long  and  too  late  with  your  workmen  at  my  old 
demolishd  house,  that  I  had  no  less  than  four  fitts  of  my  cholick  in  three 
days  after  it.  What  then  passd  I  orderd  Will  Oliver  to  give  you  an  account 
of,  and  am  sorry  to  find  that  Mr.  Burrough's  and  your  own  stay  in  town 
should  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  appear  in  an  affair  I  own  myself  so 
utterly  incapable  of  transacting  for  you  as  it  ought,  that  I  cannot  sett  about 
it  but  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  knowing  how  ridiculous  a  figure  any  man 
must  make  in  treating  of  business  he  is  intirely  ignorant  of.  I  might  just 
as  properly  have  proposd  to  Mr.  B.  to  make  a  horse-match  for  me  at 
Newmarket,  &  have  articled,  nay,  have  rode  for  me  too,  as  for  him  to  putt 


*  Lady  Bristol  was  about  to  build  a  house  in  Bury.— S.H.A.H. 
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me  upon  treating  with  men  whose  trade  &  terms  I  am  wholly  unacquainted 
with.  When  he  thought  of  assigning  me  this  unexpected  honour,  he  migh;t 
at  least  have  sent  me  such  remarks  and  directions  on  their  several  proposals 
and  prices  as  might  have  guided  me  in  what  was  referrd  to  my  care,  for 
want  whereof  I  cannot  nor  will  not  stir  one  step  farther  than  ordering  the 
foundations  to  be  diggd  &  continuing  the  carriage  of  bricks,  which  is  at  the 
rate  of  1500  every  day,  and  their  weight  so  great  that  one  of  my  best 
waggons  is  entirely  broke  down  already  by  them.  I  had  yesterday  the 
pleasure  of  having  the  Alderman,  Recorder  &  Town-Clerk  of  Bury  dine 
with  me,  together  with  their  preacher  Mr.  Battely.  They  being  most  of  them 
trustees  for  Doctor  Clopton's  Hospital,  I  took  occasion  to  enquire  of  them 
what  articles  of  agreement  they  had  enterd  into  for  that  building,  who  told 
me  they  had  generously  consented  to  what  they  at  first  asked,  and  that  the 
articles  were  lodgd  in  Mr.  Lathbury's  hands,  to  whom  I  have  sent  Will 
Oliver  this  morning  to  get  a  copy  of  them  ;  but  as  they  are  to  find  all 
materialls  I  cant  see  they  will  afford  us  much  light,  who  are  to  furnish 
timber,  bricks,  tiles  &  carriage  etc.  Will  Oliver  is  just  returnd  from 
Cultord,  and  says  Mr.  Lathbury  was  gone  to  Broome. — I  can  make  no 
doubt  of  your  having  said  every  thing  to  the  Prince  for  me  that  was  proper 
on  the  present  occasion,  and  that  he  does  not  want  to  know  the  best  friends 
he  hath  cannot  make  warmer  wishes  for  his  &  his  bride's  happiness  than 
myself,  tho'  exild  from  telling  them  so  myself,  which  I  would  otherwise 
have  done. 

From  Bury,  6  afternoon.  I  came  hither  as  soon  as  I  had  got  my  dinner 
to  have  talkd  with  Mr.  Steele  your  brick-layer,  but  found  him  gone  to  bed 
with  a  most  violent  head-ach,  which  his  wife  tells  me  he  is  frequently 
troubled  with  to  a  great  degree,  at  which  I  told  her  I  was  not  at  all  surprisd 
after  she  had  told  me  he  was  a  constant  drinker  of  tea  ;  so  that  nothing  can 
at  present  be  farther  done  than,  as  I  said  before,  ordering  the  foundations  to 
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be  diggd,  wherein  I  wish  no  error  be  made  in  the  absence  of  your  architect. — 
I  have  written  by  this  post  to  Felle,  enjoyning  his  farther  stay  at  Bath  till 
Seager  permitts  his  removal.     Adieu,  Bristol. 

1022.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  May  10,  1736. 

I  did  not  think  a  letter  from  you  coud  have  given 
me  pain  instead  of  pleasure,  but  I  am  really  vastly  concernd  to  think  any 
mark  of  your  kindness  to  me  shoud  make  you  suffer  so  much  from  your 
cholick ;  but  I  hope  it  was  wholly  owing  to  the  coldness  of  the  weather,  and 
when  that  mends  we  shall  both  do  so,  for  I  am  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  the 
gout  fallen  into  my  spraind  foot  &  bruisd  knee,  so  that  I  am  now  nursing 
myself  up  again  to  be  able  to  get  my  summer  waiting  over  before  I  go  to 
Ickworth.  The  King's  journey  being  as  they  say  fixt  for  Saturday  senight, 
Horace  Walpole  attends  him  as  Secretary  in  the  room  of  Lord  H — n,  who 
is  to  remain  here,  some  say  in  the  same  office,  till  his  Majesty  comes  back  ; 
other  reports  say  that  he  is  to  be  Cofferer  and  have  a  regiment ;  but  within 
these  few  days  it  has  been  reported  that  Sir  William  Wi — m  is  to  have  that 
place,  &  that  all  the  protesting  peers  are  coming  to  Court  again.  Lord 
Cholmondely  is  to  have  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  place,  and  Mr.  Winnington 
is  to  be  of  the  Treasury  ;  but  as  I  write  nothing  but  Town-talk,  you  are  to 
take  it  as  such  ;  but  when  I  have  a  safer  conveyance  I  may  be  able  to  say 
more,  which  I  suppose  will  now  be  soon,  for  Lady  Hervey  told  me  she  woud 
write  by  this  night's  post  to  know  when  you  coud  best  spare  your  coach  to 
meet  her  children,  and  to  bring  Fred  to  school,  &c  Will  to  be  inoculated.  I 
had  thoughts  of  bringing  Bess*  up  with  them  ;  but  considering  I  am  to  be 
in  waiting  she  may  be  neglected  ;  therefore  I  had  rather,  if  you  will  give 
me  leave,  to  bring  her  next  winter  and  have  it  done  then  ;  but  I  submit  to 


*  I  imagine  Bess  to  be  the  motherless  child  of  her  son  William, — S^H.A.H. 
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your  better  genius  &  judgment  to  direct  for  her. — Mr.  Burroughs  has  been 
here  this  morning,  and  says  he  will  write  to  Mr.  Steele  by  this  post,  but  he 
cannot  leave  London  himself  till  Monday  senight. — Harry  is  arrivd  about 
his  law  suit,  but  as  he  writes  himself  I  need  say  no  more. — Mr.  Campbell  of 
Pembrokeshire  is  to  succeed  Mr.  Winnington  in  the  Admiralty  upon  these 
removes  ;  Lady  Archibald  Hamilton  is  to  be  Mistress  of  the  Robes  to  the 
Princess. — I  rejoyce  at  the  account  I  have  of  dear  Nan,  but  grieve  about 
poor  Felly,  &  am  very  uneasy  at  these  frequent  relapses. — Pray  let  me  hear 
as  soon  as  possible  the  agreement  Captain  Davers  made  with  his  glazier, 
and  what  you  woud  have  done  with  the  wine  that  came  from  Will.  I  wish 
I  were  with  you ;  till  that  happy  day  arrives,  pray  God  protect  and  bless 
you  all. 

1023.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  May  15,  1736. 

Having  been  among  all  the  fine  ladies  in  or  about 
Bury  yesterday  till  after  midnight  upon  a  party  of  their  own  appointing,  you 
would  be  more  unreasonable  than  ordinary  to  expect  much,  if  any  thing  at 
all,  after  that.  However,  I  have  with  much  ado  gott  you  a  cop}'^  of  the 
estimate  you  so  much  desird,  altho'  I  do  not  see  that  it  will  afford  you  much 
light  in  your  own  undertaking.  I  have  more  than  once  told  Captain  Davers 
how  much  you  want  to  know  the  prices  he  gave  for  his  glass,  but  without 
effect.  As  to  Mr.  Harper,  you  have  only  to  desire  he  would  make  you  out  a 
bill  for  what  he  charges  his  other  clients  on  the  same  occasions,  and  as  for 
any  additional  gratuity  now  I  think  it  quite  superfluous,  altho'  I  cannot 
help  saying  it  would  not  have  been  at  all  so  to  have  sent  me  the  draught  of 
your  intended  will,  to  have  known  whether  it  was  agreeable  in  all  points  to 
the  judgment  of  him  who  impowerd  you  to  make  one,  before  you  had  orderd 
it  to  be  ingrossd.  I  know  not  whether  your  appearance  at  Harry's  well- 
advisd  hearing  may  not  do  more  harm  than  good.     The  front-line  of  the 
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foundations  of  your  house  is  diggd.     A  second  waggon  broke  to  day,  and  I 
am  quite  weary  already  of  being  your  carrier. 

1024.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.     May  18,  1736.    From  my  bed. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you  are  so  well  entertaind 
whatever  becomes  of  me,  who  am  at  this  time  as  miserable  as  tis  possible 
with  the  most  severe  fitt  of  the  gout  I  ever  had  in  my  life,  from  its  falling 
upon  my  bruisd  &c  spraind  foot;  &  I  believe  I  add  greatly  to  my  pain  from 
vexing  that  I  shoud  be  incapable  of  doing  my  duty  here  in  waiting  or  able 
to  take  a  journey  home ;  but  I  have  found  such  a  friend  in  my  Lady  Pom- 
fret  as  is  not  to  be  expressd  ;  she  has  been  twice  with  me  since  she  went 
abroad,  &  very  obligingly  told  me  if  I  would  not  torment  my  self  (as  she 
saw  I  did)  every  thing  shoud  be  made  easy  to  me  in  my  own  way  ;  so  she 
went  into  waiting  for  me  yesterday  to  begin  ye  summer  waitings,  and  if  I 
am  not  able  to  finish  the  other  fortnight  she  will  take  the  whole  &  change 
with  me,  and  to  add  to  her  bounty  she  goes  to  Kew  for  me  those  few  days 
the  Queen  will  be  there  rather  then  I  shoud  be  at  the  pain  of  two  removals 
in  my  condition,  without  expecting  any  return  but  my  friendship.  Lady 
Pembroke  they  say  has  miscarryd,  but  in  my  opinion  she  was  no  more  witli 
child  than  I  am.  Last  Saturday  night  Lord  Southell  challengd  Mr.  Stanhope 
at  the  Opera,  &  they  went  out  to  a  tavern,  lockd  themselves  up  &  fought  & 
were  both  wounded  ;  Mr.  Stanhope's  was  thought  mortal,  but  now  there  is 
hopes  of  his  recovery;  the  cause  of  the  quarrel  (as  they  say)  was  upon  a 
promise  of  marriage  to  the  Lord's  sister.  All  the  news  I  wrote  you  in  my 
last  is  true ;  more  I  know  not.  Harry  thinks  himself  sure  of  his  cause,  but 
I  am  disabled  from  attending  it,  but  Lord  Hervey  will,  which  is  much  better 
for  him,  since  he  cannot  appear  without  weight  after  gaining  so  much 
applause  in  speaking  as  he  hath  done  of  late  from  his  foes  as  well  as  friends. 
Such  a  son  ought  to  bedistinguishd,  therefore  I  have  made  him  an  ex.ecutor 
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joynd  with  your  self  &  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer ;  nor  have  I  any  doubt  but  you 
will  approve  of  my  will  when  you  see  it,  and  I  have  been  too  much  in  the 
spleen  since  I  saw  you  to  leave  my  affairs  so  long  uncertain  as  the  sending 
a  draught  into  the  country  and  back  again  woud  have  taken  up,  for  as  il 
is  Mr.  Harper  has  not  finishd  it.  I  did  not  hear  from  Felly  last  post,  k 
am  very  uneasy  about  him  ;  sure  this  hot  weather  cant  be  good  at  Bath. 
I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Burroughs  this  week;  when  I  do  I  believe  he  will  be 
as  sorry  as  myself  that  you  begin  to  be  weary  of  carriage  already ;  however, 
God  bless  you  and  all  with  you.     Adieu. 

1025-        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  May  24,  1736. 

The  stock  of  spirits  I  have  cheifly  subsisted  on 
since  I  saw  you  were  from  the  sanguine  hopes  I  had  conceivd  that  our  dear 
daughter  Ann  had  masterd  her  distemper  by  its  not  having  attackd  her  for 
above  two  months  past ;  but  to  my  great  surprise  she  was  seizd  with  a  fitt 
yesterday  about  noon  almost  in  the  same  place  where  she  fell  and  hurt  her 
eye  before.  She  had  been  walking  in  the  Home-garden  by  her  self,  which 
I  knew  nothing  of,  otherwise  she  should  not  have  fallen  as  she  did  without 
any  body  being  near  her.  I  first  heard  her,  and  was  excessively  angry  with 
Madamoiselle  for  suffering  her  to  walk  by  herself,  but  she  excusd  herself  by 
saying  Lady  Ann  had  absolutely  denyd  her  attending  on  her,  which  one 
woud  have  thought  the  last  accident  of  that  kind  might  have  taught  her 
more  wisdom  for  the  future.  God  be  praisd,  she  has  receivd  no  great  harm 
by  this,  altho'  I  cannot  say  so,  being  never  more  concernd  in  my  life,  and  so 
disturbd  by  it,  being  a  reading  in  the  dining  room,  that  I  have  scarce 
recoverd  my  senses  enough  to  relate  it  in  an  intelligible  manner.  She  shall 
never  go  alone  again,  I  have  vowd. — You  have  been  so  very  urgent  about 
the  inclosd  account  that  I  gave  Captain  Davers  no  rest,  wherever  I  mett 
him,  till  he  found  it  for  you. —I  have  heard  nothing  from   Harry,  notwith- 
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standing  his  promise  to  you  that  I  shoud  do  so,  because  of  your  being 
disabled  to  write  your  self. — Tis  well  you  found  a  better  substitute  in  Lady 
Pomfret  to  supply  your  inability  to  wait;  however,  I  thank  your  son's  credit 
for  this  new  start  of  friendship,  which  I  cannot  say  is  quite  of  a  piece  with 
her  former  conduct  towards  you. — Send  to  Waring  in  Jermyn  Street  for 
the  following  books,  viz.  Miller's  Dictionary  in  folio :  The  Scheme  &  Con- 
duct of  Providence  irom  the  Creation  to  the  Messiah  :  and  Celenia,  or  the 
History  of  Hyempsal,  King  of  Numidia.  Pay  him  for  them,  poor  rogue» 
lest  he  shoud  want  the  money,  and  bring  them  with  you  when  you  can  get 
away  to  a  family,  which  at  present  wants  a  mistress  more  than  ever. 

P.S. — I  expected  a  full  cargoe  of  anecdotes  when  Miss  Herveys  came, 
but  disappointments  are  what  of  late  I  have  been  accustomd  to. 

1026.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  May  27,  1736. 

I  was  so  oppressd  both  yesterday  and  the  day 
before  with  a  dream  I  had  on  Monday  night  (which  I  told  Williams)  that 
my  dear,  unfortunate  daughter,  Ann,  had  a  fitt,  so  that  when  I  received  your 
sorrowful  letter  yesterday  with  the  confirmation  of  it,  your  affliction  joind 
to  my  own  made  the  measure  of  my  woes  so  full  that  they  run  over  to  such 
a  degree  that  I  was  hardly  able  to  go  to  Lord  Peterborough's  to  stand  god- 
mother for  the  Queen.  That  was  an  honour  my  good  friend  Grantham 
helpd  me  to  ;  tho'  Lady  Burlington  was  in  Town,  yet  he  chose  rather  tp 
send  to  me  than  her  Ladyship  shoud  be  disappointed  of  the  Opera. — I  am 
very  glad  you  have  vowed  Nan  shoud  never  go  anywhere  alone  again  ;  I 
hope  it  will  be  more  powerful  than  my  incessant  prayers  and  fears  have 
been  to  gain  that  point ;  and  I  believe  it  will  be  necessary  to  add  another 
oath,  which  is  that  if  ever  the  like  accident  (which  I  hope  God  Almighty's 
goodness  will  prevent)  shoud  happen,  that  Madamoisell  shoud  be  turnd  out 
of  doors.     I  cant  but  think  her  being  two  months  free  must  be  owing  to 
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Mr.  Ward's  medicines ;  therefore  I  hope  she  will  consult  with  him  upon 
this  alteration. — The  news  came  last  night  that  the  King  landed  on  Tuesday- 
morning  at  two  o'clock,  so  that  I  expect  every  moment  to  be  sent  for  to 
Kensington  to  relieve  Lady  Pomfret's  goodness  to  me.  My  waiting  ends 
the  7th  of  June;  therefore  if  you  please  to  let  the  coach  and  saddle  horses 
be  here  the  8th,  I  will  set  forwards  towards  Ickworth  the  gth,  where  I  long 
more  impatiently  to  be  than  ever  I  did  in  my  life.  It  was  impossible  for 
me  to  write  to  you  by  Miss  Herveys,  for  I  had  company  with  me  the  whole 
evening  in  less  than  half  an  hour  after  I  knew  they  were  to  go ;  but  I  hope 
the  fuller  my  budget  is  when  I  come,  the  welcomer  I  shall  be  ;  but  I  begd 
of  Lord  Hervey  to  tell  you  all  he  wanted  a  safe  conveyance  for. — I  paid 
£  10..  14  to  Weatherhead  the  baker  by  a  bill  on  Fowler  the  13th  of  May,  1736, 
I  have  bespoke  the  books  of  Waring  as  you  desird,  and  what  other  commands 
you  have  for  me  before  the  time  fixd,  with  pleasure  will  be  obeyd  by,  my 
dear,  your  most  affectionate  E.B. 

I  have  inclosd  Felly's  letter,  which  is  the  only  one  I  have  received  since 
the  last  I  sent  you. 

1027.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.         Ickworth,  May  29,  1736. 

I  have  acquainted  Nan  with  what  you  said  as  to 
consulting  Ward  again  about  his  medicines,  but  find  her  not  inclind  to  begin 
any  new  course  of  them.  The  coach  &  horses  (tho'  you  do  not  say  how 
many,  which  I  hope  you  will  yet  do,)  shall  be  ready  at  or  before  the  day  you 
mention,  your  presence  being  much  wanted  in  the  family.  I  know  you  will 
be  in  a  hurry  all  the  next  week  in  your  waiting  at  Kensington  ;  however,  as 
I  desire  to  maintain  the  character  of  a  punctual  paymaster  with  all  men  as 
long  as  I  am  to  live,  &  especially  with  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hardwick,  there 
being  this  day  six  months  interest  due  to  him  upon  my  mortgage  for  ^^  12000 
principal  at  4  per  cent,  which  is  ^240,  I  desire  you  would  draw  a  note  for 


FIRST    EARL     OF    BRISTOL.  159 

that  sum  on  my  banker  Mr.  Fowler,  ^to  whom  I  have  given  you  a  standing 
credit,)  and  send  it  to  his  Lordship  by  Mr.  Harper,  who  will  take  care  to 
take  a  proper  receipt  from  his  Lordship  for  the  same,  &  give  it  to  you  to 
bring  with  you  when  you  come  ;  if  his  Lordship  would  make  a  memorandum 
on  the  mortgage  deed  of  the  several  payments  I  make,  it  would  make  all 
clear  to  our  executors.    Bristol. 

1028.  Honest  Mr.  Fieldhouse  Ickworth,  May  29,  1736. 

Midsummer-day  approaching  I  think  fitt  to  give 
you  notice  that  as  that  was  the  longest  day  you  desird  me  to  give  you  for 
the  payment  of  all  the  money  which  shoud  be  then  due  to  me,  that  I  expect 
and  insist  on  your  performing  your  promise  so  to  do,  and  I  hope  for  your 
own  sake  you  will  be  punctual  therein,  for  otherwise  I  must  and  will  give 
Mr.  Harper  a  peremptory  order  to  treat  you  as  you  deserve,  having  behavd 
to  me  in  so  unpresidented  a  manner  as  to  be  a  purchaser  of  part  of  my  own 
estate  with  my  own  money,  which  I  believe  was  never  attempted  by  any 
steward  but  your  selfe  before.  I  shall  stay  at  this  place  and  will  expect 
your  coming  hither  at  or  before  that  day.  Send  me  word  when  and  by 
whom  the  three  hundred  pounds  was  paid  us  for  the  Chantry  wood,  and  in 
what  year  the  same  was  accounted  for  to  us,  either  by  the  man  who  bought 
it,  your  lather,  or  your  selfe,  for  I  cannot  see  where  it  was  done  by  either  of 
you.     Bristol. 

1029.  To  Mr.  Henry  Stannyford  in  Friday  Street. 

Ickworth,  May  31,  1736. 
This  comes  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours 
of  the  29th  instant,  together  with  the  copy  of  Mr.  Manley's  will  and  the 
ring  inclosd  therein.     I  desire  you  would  lett  his  widow  know  how  sin- 
cerely I  condole  with  her  the  loss  of  so  good  a  husband,  and  to  assure  her 


i6o  LETTER-BOOKS    OE    JOHN    HERVEY, 


that  if  she  thinks  my  acceptance  ot  the  trust  will  be  of  any  use  or  service 
to  her  or  her  children,  I  shall  very  readily  take  my  share  with  my  cousin 
Hanmer  in  the  execution  of  it,  as  occasion  may  require  and  we  shall  be 
advisd.  Had  a  less  number  been  namd,  I  should  think  every  necessary  act 
might  have  been  performd  with  more  ease  and  less  expence,  and  should  she 
or  you  be  of  the  same  opinion,  I  should  willingly  relinquish.  I  am,  Sir, 
yours  to  serve  you,  Bristol. 

1030.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  June  i,  1736. 

Mortifications  &  disappointments  come  so  thick 
upon  my  poor  weak  carcass  and  yet  weaker  spirits,  that  I  am  hardly  able 
to  support  myself  under  them;  indeed  this  last  shock  of  poor  dear  Nan 
having  two  fitts  in  one  day  is  a  heavy  blow  ;  therefore  cant  wonder  if  she 
consults  no  more  with  Ward;  yet  I  find  she  has  a  mind  to  come  up  with 
the  coach  as  she  says  to  be  blooded  again  in  the  neck,  &  I  believe  to  have 
her  broken  tooth  fild ;  you  will  see  by  my  answer  to  that  in  Betty  Morris's 
letter  what  my  opinion  is  ;  therefore  dont  take  notice  of  my  saying  anything 
to  you  about  it.  As  there  must  come  a  servant  up  with  two  horses,  (if  you 
can  spare  three  it  woud  better  secure  my  fears,)  dont  let  the  guns  be  forgot. 
I  have  appointed  Mr.  Harper  to  be  with  me  on  Tuesday  morning,  &  shall 
take  care  to  obey  your  orders,  but  if  ]\Ir.  Harper  shoud  be  ill  (which  has 
often  happend  of  late)  and  not  come,  what  then  I  am  to  do  I  beg  you  woud 
let  me  know  ;  for  if  Lady  Ann  comes  there  must  be  another  day  allowd  ; 
therefore  in  that  case  I  think  the  coach  (with  her)  had  better  be  in  Town  on 
Sunday  night ;  order  that  as  you  like  best,  but  let  me  know  by  a  line  by  the 
next  post.  Mr.  Harper  told  me  that  he  thought  the  rest  of  the  money  upon 
the  Staffordshire  estate  woud  be  paid  in  next  week  ;  if  that  shoud  happen,, 
■what  is  to  be  done  ?  All  the  news  stirring  at  present  is  weddings.  Lady 
Sha  I  Hamilton  is  to  be  marryd  to  Mr.  Edwin  next  Thursday,  and  Lady 
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Susan  her  sister  in  a  short  time  after,  and  to  quit  being  lady  of  the 
Bedchamber.  Our  cousin  Lady  Harriot  Camill  is  to  succeed  her,  &  came 
to  Court  with  her  brother  &  sister  (Lord  &  Lady  Glanorchy)  last  night 
to  return  their  thanks,  and  suppd  with  me  after.  The  gentleman  Lady 
Susan  is  to  marry  is  the  same  we  heard  last  year;  I  have  forgot  his  name; 
Keck,  I  think.  I  have  much  more  to  say  if  I  were  able,  but  I  hope  soon  to 
do  it  by  word  of  mouth.  Lord  Silkirk,  Lord  &  Lady  Sundon,  dind  with  me 
yesterday,  &  send  their  compliments. 

103L        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.        Kensington,  June  3,  1736. 

I  was  so  exceeding  ill  when  I  wrote  last  that  I 
forgot  part  of  what  I  had  to  say,  which  was  to  tell  you  that  Vilmain  had 
finishd  your  catalogue  of  books  ;  but  Lord  Hervey  told  me  he  was  to  paste 
up  papers  upon  the  shelves,  which  woud  require  some  time  in  your  closet, 
where  I  did  not  care  to  trust  him  or  anybody  else  without  your  leave  ; 
therefore  pray  let  me  know  your  pleasure  as  to  that  and  every  thing  else  by 
the  coach  or  post,  which  comes  first.  I  find  by  Betty  Morris  Lady  Ann  has 
a  mind  to  come,  but  that  is  left  to  your  better  judgment.  I  have  my  room 
full  of  company,  &  am  so  ill  from  yesterday's  expedition  that  I  can  scarce 
hold  my  pen  to  tell  you  a  most  extraordinary  peice  of  news,  which  is  that 
last  Sunday  Lady  Pen  :  Cholmondley  was  excommunicated  at  St.  Martin's 
Church,  and  they  say  is  now  starving  at  Calais.  God  bless  our  family  from 
having  or  deserving  such  a  fate. 

1032.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  3,  1736. 

Dear  Son 

Her  Majesty's  performance  of  those  gracious 
promises  she  was  pleasd  to  make  your  brother  Felton  could  flow  from  no 
other  source  but  that  inexhaustible  spring  of  all  those  great  and  good 
qualities  you  have  so  long  and  so  often  assurd  me  were  to  be  found  in  her. 

Vol.  III.  w 
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It  has  put  me  in  mind  of  what  Livy  somewhere  says  of  Princes'  faithfulness 
to  their  words,  which  he  justly  calls,  Sanctissimum  generis  humani  bonum. 
Such  I  shall  ever  esteem  it  in  my  own  particular,  &  hope  your  brother  will 
retain  as  lasting  a  remembrance  of  the  favour  as  I  shall,  who  of  all  my 
faults  was  never  guilty  of  ingratitude,  whatever  forcd  appearances  may 
have  falsly  suggested.  I  have  warnd  Felle  to  avoid  splitting  on  his 
brother's  rock,  by  taking  your  advice  in  all  things,  which  he  has  promisd  me 
to  follow.  Not  knowing  what  Tom  wrote  in  his  letter  to  the  Q.,  I  cannot 
excuse  or  condemn  him  till  I  am  fully  informd  of  all  circumstances.  The 
former  knowledge  I  once  had  of  his  very  good  understanding  makes  me  so 
farr  prepossessd  in  his  favour,  that  I  dare  say  he  thought  himselfe  not  well 
usd,  or  he  could  never  have  taken  the  desperate  resolution  he  has  putt  in 
execution. 

1033.        Dear  Will  Ickworth,  Aug.  i8,  1736. 

I  hope  Mr.  Jasper  hath  given  you  advice,  as  I 
desird  him,  that  he  had  receivd  an  order  on  my  banker  Mr.  Fowler  to 
discharge  the  bill  you  drew  on  me  for  2^220  by  the  very  first  return  of  the 
post  after  he  had  acquainted  me  it  was  come  to  his  hands.  I  am  truely 
concernd  to  find  you  are  like  to  continue  so  much  longer  on  a  station  both 
expensive  and  disagreeable  to  you;  however,  I  think  you  have  judgd  very 
rightly  in  paying  so  just  a  distinction  to  the  man  [Sir  J.  NorrissJ  you  serve 
under,  whom  I  have  been  long  acquainted  with,  and  ever  since  I  knew  him 
have  had  a  thorough  good  opinion  of  &  great  esteem  for  him.  Your  mother, 
who  sends  you  her  blessing,  shall  not  faile  to  improve  the  usefuU  hint  you 
gave.  I  am  glad  to  hear  so  good  an  account  of  Augustus ;  God  for  ever 
prosper  and  protect  you  and  him,  is  and  shall  always  be  the  constant  prayer 
of  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

P.S. — My  compliments  and  best  respects  to  Admiral  Norris. 
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1034.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Sept.  9,  1736. 

Dear  Son 

I  bid  your  brother  Felton  tell  you  that  you  would 
not  hear  from  Ickworth  till  I  knew  with  certainty  you  were  returnd  from  its 
rival  Redlynch  ;  &  am  in  the  first  place  to  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you 
took  in  transcribing  &  sending  me  from  thence  the  verses  on  Mr.  Kent, 
which  are  throughout  so  very  good  in  their  kind  that  everybody  I  have  shewn 
them  to  lay  them  at  your  door  ;  if  you  are  not  the  father  of  them  lett  me 
know  who  is  ;  how  that  may  be  I  know  not  ;  but  the  bearer  of  this  is  so 
very  much  to  my  hearts  desire  in  all  things  that  I  am  sure  no  other  coud  be 
the  parent  of  such  a  child  but  your  selfe  ;  which  makes  me  daily,  I  may 
truely  say  hourly,  bless  &  adore  God's  wonderful  Providence  towards  me, 
who  has  been  graciously  pleasd  to  think  me  worthy  of  two  such  peerless 
representatives  as  you  and  him  ;  the  whole  world,  I  gratefully  flatter  my 
selfe,  cannot  shew  an  example  of  any  one  man  so  signally  distinguishd. 
Ought  not  I  therefore  to  write  over  every  door  in  my  house  what  Bassompiere 
had  over  that  of  his  chappel,  Quid  retribuam  Domino  pro  omnibus  quae 
fetribuit  mihi  ?  a  question  which  I  hope  he  has  given  you  grace  enough 
frequently  to  ask  your  selfe  for  the  many  rare  talents  he  hath  so  remarkably 
endowd  you  with,  and  which  I  trust  in  his  wonted  and  infinite  goodness  you 
will  live  to  employ  for  his  service,  the  support  of  your  sinking  country,  & 
the  due  advancement  of  our  numerous  family.  In  the  next  place  you  cannot 
imagine  how  well  I  took  it  of  you  that  you  shoud  find  time  and  opportunity 
enough  to  give  Felle  so  much  good  advice  as  to  his  health  and  conduct,  and 
how  pleasd  I  was  to  hear  he  received  it  so  well  from  you.  1  dare  answer  for 
him  that  he  will  acquitt  himselfe  with  great  exactness  of  the  promises  he 
hath  made  us  to  follow  it  scrupulously,  knowing  the  just  opinion  he  has  of 
your  skill  in  both  as  well  as  of  your  good  will  towards  him.     What  critical 
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corrections  does  not  that  author*  deserve  (being  allowd  a  classick  one  too), 
who  could  use  so  very  unjust  &  barbarous  an  expression  to  a  friend  as 
desiring  to  force  himselfe  sometimes  into  the  remembrance  of  a  correspondent, 
whose  memory  is  stord  with  no  ideas  near  so  agreeable  to  it  as  the  pleasing 
expectation  of  hearing  often  from  the  too  modest  man  that  made  it  ? 

1035.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  i-j^  1736. 

Dear  Son 

My  having  been  of  late  much  more  out  of  order 
than  ever  I  remember  to  have  been  in  all  my  life  has  run  me  in  your  debt 
for  several  letters  I  should  otherwise  have  answerd  before  now.  The  request 
you  make  about  the  Classicks  was  most  welcome  to  me,t  as  every  other 
proposal  ever  was  and  will  be  which  tends  towards  doing  you  the  least 
pleasure  ;  but  tho'  I  approve  of  the  thing  (as  you  may  see  by  the  inclosd  note 
on  my  banker),  yet  I  cannot  help  finding  fault  with  the  manner  of  your  asking 
it,  by  annexing  a  condition  to  it,  which  if  complyd  with  would  prevent  your 
giving  me  any  future  opportunities  of  gratifying  the  greatest  satisfaction  I 
have  left  of  doing  anything  agreeable  to  you,  who  have  always  deservd  so 
very  well  of  me.  In  the  mean  time  I  desire  you  would  accept  of  this  as  a 
small  present  to  assist  you  in  that  study  you  are  grown  so  fond  of  ;  but  as 
your  mind  is  already  compleatly  stord  with  all  the  embellishments  the  belles 
lettres  can  give  it,  I  hope  your  next  pursuits  in  knowledge  will  be  chiefly  how  to 
make  your  selfe  more  and  more  acceptable  to  the  Deity,  truely  useful  to  your 
declining  country,  and  at  the  same  time  enable  your  selfe  to  make  all  just 
and  necessary  provisions  for  our  numerous  family.  God  knows  I  early 
directed  all  my  enquiries,  even  from  my  youth  up  till  now,  how  to  make  my 

*  Lord  Bristol's  marginal  note  says,  Himself. — S.H.A.H. 

t  In  Lord  Bristol's  expences  for  this  month  occurs  the  following  entry  :  "  I  made  my  son  Lord  Hervey  a. 
present  of  144  tomes  oi  ye  Classicks  (variorum),  which  cos,l  mc  three  score  guineas." — S.H.A.H. 
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selfe  a  good  and  honest  rather  than  a  great  or  learned  man,  to  gain  know* 
ledge  enough  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  my  country  to  make  me  value 
liberty  farr  above  all  the  tinsel  trappings,  which  vain  and  mercenary  men 
have  in  all  times  madly  barterd  away  such  inestimable  blessings  for.  Your 
two  Latin  quotations,  as  I  allow  you  a  writer  of  the  first  class,  will  I  hope 
authorize  my  making  use  of  one  in  favour  of  my  love  of  liberty  and  of  my 
country.  Chari  sunt  parentes,  chari  liberi,  propinqui,  familiares,  sed  omnes 
omnium  charitates  patria  una  complexa  est. 

1036.  To  Sir  John  Norris  at  Lisbon.        London,  Feb.  7,  1736/7. 

I  have  receivd  so  many  repeated  accounts  from 
my  son,  who  hath  the  honour  &  happiness  of  serving  under  your  command, 
of  your  great  civilityes  &  kindness  towards  him  on  all  occasions,  that  I  can 
no  longer  forbear  giving  you  the  trouble  of  my  due  acknowledgements  for 
them,  and  to  assure  you  of  their  having  been  bestowd  where  a  grateful  sense 
of  them  will  never  be  wanting  either  in  father  or  son.  If  having  always 
been  one  of  your  sincere  friends  &  well-wishers  could  intitle  us  to  any  share 
in  your  favour,  the  constant  esteem  I  have  entertaind  for  you  ever  since  our 
first  acquaintance  hath  made  your  goodness  to  him  in  some  sort  but  a 
natural  consequence  of  that  known  generosity  you  have  shewn  to  those,  who 
have  done  justice  to  your  merit  at  all  times,  among  whom  no  man  hath  more 
steadily  distinguishd  himselfe  than,  Sir,  your  mostobligd  and  most  faithful, 
humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1037.  To  Lord  Griffin.  London,  Feb.  12,  1736/7. 

Fieldhouse  is  at  last  arrivd  with  his  accounts,  but 
I  find  so  many  extravagant  articles  in  them  which  he  craves  allowance  of, 
that  I  can  never  consent  to  on  my  own  part,  and  much  less  vvoud  I  on  your 
Lordships,  being  much  more  tender  of  disposing  of  other  people's  money 
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than  of  my  own.  I  must  therefore  beg  your  Lordship  would  take  the 
trouble  of  but  one  journey  more  hither  to  settle  matters  with  this  fatal 
fellow,  by  whose  ignorance  and  rogueries  I  can  make  appear  we  have  been 
very  great  sufferers  as  well  in  his  management  as  in  the  sale  of  our  estate, 
he  having  by  his  own  confession  corruptly  receivd  twenty  guineas  of  Lord 
Leigh  for  helping  him  to  that  part  of  our  estate  which  he  bought  for  ^800, 
in  breach  of  his  trust  as  our  steward,  and  doubtless  selling  it  for  less  than 
it  was  worth  ;  what  other  premiums  he  has  taken  to  our  prejudice  in  the 
sale  of  the  other  members  of  it  I  cannot  yet  make  out,  but  am  in  quest  of. 
If  your  Lordship  can  tell  where  and  when  the  ^300  was  accounted  for 
which  the  Spring  copse  was  sold  for,  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  not  find- 
ing it  paid  either  in  his  father's  or  any  of  his  own  accounts  to  me.  Mr. 
Higgins  whom  I  recommended  to  your  Lordship,  and  you  so  readily 
accepted  of  for  a  steward  to  look  after  and  receive  and  return  the  rents  of 
our  Shropshire  estate,  is  now  here ;  he  hath  been  twice  with  me,  and, 
which  is  rarely  the  case,  I  liked  him  still  better  at  the  second  than  our  first 
conferrence  ;  he  is  a  very  sensible,  understanding  man  ;  is  master  of  a  mind 
not  sordidly  bent  on  raising  an  estate,  like  most  attorneys,  per  fas  aut 
nefas.  His  terms,  I  think,  are  modest  enough  ;  he  only  desires  we  would 
allow  him  but  five  pounds  per  annum  apeice,  both  for  the  returning  our 
rents,  and  for  all  the  riding  charges  in  going  about  to  collect  the  rents,  and 
to  look  after  the  tenants  to  see  how  they  keep  their  houses,  barns  etc.  in 
repair,  and  to  inform  himselfe  of  all  the  lives  that  fall  from  time  to  time  on 
our  leasehold  estates.  There  is  one  Mt.  Beale,  a  man  of  a  good  estate  and 
his  neighbour,  who  offers  to  give  any  reasonable  security  we  can  ask  for 
the  due  performance  of  his  trust,  I  cant  but  wish  and  desire  again  that 
your  Lordship  would  come  and  settle  this  as  well  as  Fieldhouse's  affairs, 
and  on  that  condition  I  think  I  may  safely  promise  you  that  you  will  never 
be  troubled  again  either  with  my  wive's  importunity   (who  desires  I  would 
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send  you  her  compliments),  or  with  that  of  your  Lordship' s  most  faithful 
humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1033.        To  ye  Duke  of  Bolton.  Ickworth,  April  22,  1737. 

I  have  mett  with  so  many  disappointments,  besides 
those  commonly  attending  all  studds,  in  the  pleasure  I  proposd  to  my  selfe 
in  breeding,  from  the  ignorance,  carelessness  and  drunkeness  of  grooms  etc, 
that  I  am  finally  determind  to  carry  it  on  no  farther ;  and  as  your  Grace 
was  so  kind  to  lett  me  have  Sparke  for  a  stallion,  (who  I  cannot  say  has  at 
all  suited  the  mares  you  left  me,  whatever  dame  he  came  out  of,)  and 
knowing  you  would  not  be  willing  to  lett  Bay  Bolton's  blood  go  into  any 
other  hands,  makes  me  give  your  Grace  this  trouble  to  lett  you  know,  that 
it  you  please  to  have  him  again  he  is  very  much  at  your  service,  being 
your  Grace's  most  obedient,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1039.        To  Charles  Wood  Esq,  in  Dover  Street. 

Ickworth,  June  11,  1737. 

I  have  been  extreamly  ill  of  late  or  I  shoud  have 
troubled  you  sooner  with  what  I  am  even  now  loath  to  do  but  that  I  can  no 
longer  withstand  the  repeated  importunity  of  my  tenants  at  Shotteley,  who 
make  me  very  great  complaints  of  what  they  have  sufferd  by  reason  of  the 
deficiency  of  your  sea-bank,  whereby  they  tell  me  that  they  have  been 
damnifyed  at  several  times  to  the  amount  of  near  one  hundred  pounds, 
which  your  own  tenant  has  been  an  eyewitness  of,  to  whom  I  referr  you,  and 
who  has  told  my  steward  he  has  several  times  acquainted  you  with  what 
hath  happend,  but  never  coud  receive  orders  from  you  to  prevent  farther 
damages.  I  must  therefore  desire  you'd  give  immediate  direction  (it  being 
the  proper  season  for  such  work)  to  make  your  own  bank  next  the  sea  as 
high  as  it  ought  to  be  or  as  my  own  is  ;   or  if  you  chuse  rather  to  repair  the 
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old  counter  wall,  so  that  mine  may  be  securd  thereby  from  any  future  or 
farther  damages,  we  must  acquiesce  under  what  has  happend,  tho'  I  conclude 
you  cannot  but  know  who  in  all  these  cases  are  liable  to  make  good  all  such 
damages  as  are  consequent  upon  not  keeping  up  a  sufficient  outward  bank, 
I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1040-        To  Mr.  Stephen  Fox.  Ickworth,  July  20,  1737. 

Lord  Hervey  telling  me  that  you  woud  be  glad 
to  have  one  of  the  mares,  as  you  are  his  particular  friend  &  one  I  ought 
ever  to  love  &  value  for  the  uncommon  marks  you  gave  us  of  that  seasonable 
care  &  kindness  you  shewd  him  when  he  stood  in  so  much  need  of  both,  I 
have  chosen  for  you  one  of  the  very  best  either  for  your  present  riding  or 
breeding.  Her  pedigree,  which  you  shoud  know,  stands  thus  :  she  is 
daughter  of  the  Marlborough  mare,  whose  sire  was  the  Marlborough  Turk 
under  a  Grasshopper  mare,  &  was  gott  by  my  stallion  calld  Sparke,  who  is 
a  son  of  Bay  Bolton's  under  a  mare  of  the  Duke  of  Bolton's  calld  the  Lady 
mare,  &  full  brother  to  Wanton  &  Camilla,  which  two  last  were  in  the  top 
form  of  racers  lately  at  Newmarket.  I  cannot  conclude  without  congratulating 
you  on  your  brother's  preferment,  to  whom  I  am  also  obligd  to  wish  well  to 
as  a  friend  of  Lord  Hervey's,  besides  his  own  personal  merit,  and  desire  you 
woud  make  my  compliments  to  him  on  this  occasion.  I  am,  Sir,  with  great 
truth  your  faithful  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1041.       To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Sept.  i,  1737. 

Madam 

How  insuperable  a  task  have  you  sett  me  in 
putting  me  upon  making  you  due  acknowledgements  for  all  those  fine  things 
you  were  pleasd  to  say  upon  the  27th  of  August,  since  if  I  allow  of  your 
sincerity,  I  can  never  defend  your  judgement  nor  refuse  you  my  thanks 
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without  seeming  ungrateful,  and  if  I  accept  of  them,  must  justly  incurr  the 
charge  of  vanity ;  but  should  I  have  any  remains  of  that  ridiculous  vice 
surviving  in  me,  the  finding  my  selfe  so  unable  as  I  am  to  answer  even  in 
my  mother-tongue  what  you  have  so  very  politely  written  to  me  in  a  foreign 
one,  hath  so  throughly  mortifyed  it  in  me,  that  coud  you  guess  at  the  present 
melancholly  state  of  it,  your  known  good  nature  would  rather  have  pityed 
than  humbled  it,  and  be  apt  to  chide  yourself  for  having  robbd  a  poor  old 
man  so  effectually  as  you  have  done  of  so  consolatory  a  quality.  The  chief 
reason  I  can  have  for  caring  to  see  another  birthday  must  arise  from  the 
prospect  of  enjoying  again  the  pleasure  of  your  lord's  and  your  company  or 
correspondence,  both  which  exceed  all  the  other  satisfactions  left  me  in  life  ; 
and  whatever  erroneous  notions  some  may  unwarily  entertain  of  Providence, 
I  shall  adore  as  long  as  my  being  is  to  be  continud  the  infinite  goodness  of 
God  in  having  blessd  me  with  such  a  son  and  grandson  as  you  have  the 
happiness  to  be  the  wife  and  mother  of.  That  omniscient  mind  and 
boundless  power,  which  orders  and  governs  all  things,  having  so  remarkably 
distinguishd  you  also  in  these  and  many  more  of  its  choicest  favours,  I 
make  no  doubt  of  your  paying  daily  thanks  to  Heaven  for  them  with  much 
more  devotion  than  can  be  expressd  by  your  most  sincere  friend  and 
faithful  servant,  Bristol. 

1042,       To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Sept.  7,  1737. 

The  avowd  superiority  you  have  gaind  in  your 
literary  correspondence  with  Lord  Chesterfield  will,  I  fear,  conclude  in  his 
suppression  of  what  has  passd  between  ye  ;  at  least  was  I  in  his  scituation, 
methinks  I  should  naturally  advise  my  self  to  do  so  ;  for  tho'  you 
learnedly  enucleated  (to  use  his  own  term)  the  point  in  question  for  him, 
yet  all  the  thanks  he  seems  to  return  you  for  cracking  the  shell  which  provd 
too  hard  for  him  to  gett  at  the  kernel  of  is,  that  he  being  ignorant  &  lazy 

Vol.  III.        X 
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and  finding  you  both  skillful  &  industrious,  you  shall  have  the  honour  fof 
the  future  of  being  his  journey-man  in  criticism,  which  I  think  but  poof 
payment  for  such  difficult,  laborious  work.— Having  now  a  safe  opportunity, 
I  must  desire  you  woud  let  me  know  the  truth  of  a  report  which  has  given 
me  no  small  uneasyness.  It  has  been  told  me  with  strong  assurance  that 
you  have  been  soundly  rumpd  for  pretending  you  was  sent  for  by  an  express 
from  hence  that  I  might  see  you  before  I  dyed;  whereas  it  seems  it  has  been 
found  out  that  you  had  only  a  mind  by  your  absence  at  that  juncture  to 
avoid  being  concernd  in  the  Scotch  affair,  which  made  his  Majesty  so  very 
angry  with  you,  that  he  did  not  speak  to  you  for  several  days  after  you 
returnd  to  Court  etc.  I  should  not  have  mentiond  this  disagreeable  supposd 
transaction,  was  it  not  to  renew  my  repeated  assurances,  that  whenever  you 
find  your  selfe  made  the  least  uneasy  by  any  unworthy  treatment  from  those 
who  I  know  are  incapable  of  setting  a  due  value  on  your  merit,  because 
wholly  destitute  of  any  in  themselves,  you  shall  at  all  times  be  sure  to  find, 
not  only  my  house  &  arms  open  to  receive  you  &  yours  with  the  utmost  joy 
&  tenderness,  but  my  purse  so  too,  to  enable  you  to  live  quite  as  well  as  you 
do,  lett  the  difference  be  what  it  will ;  &  if  this  is  to  be  the  case  at  last,  which  I 
ever  apprehended  would  sooner  or  later  happen  from  the  selfish,  avaricious, 
ungrateful  temper  of  those  to  whose  depreciating  service  you  have  sacrificd 
all  your  time  &  talents,  I  shall  have  nothing  to  regrett  in  the  change  but 
that  you  did  not  take  my  timely  advice  to  decline  that  servile,  disparaging 
track  of  business  which  I  foresaw  would  be  assignd  you,  &  then  your  name 
&  fame  might  have  been  preservd  as  fresh  &  fair  as  Diana's  visage. — The 
abrupt  departure  of  the  Prince  with  his  Princess  in  that  dangerous  condi- 
tion,* &  the  deficient  manner  oi  it  with  respect  to  the  parents  in  going  fron* 
their  palace  without  their  advice  or  privity,  beside  the  other  national  ill 


*  See  Lord  Hervey's  Memoirs  II.  363.— S.H.A.H< 
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consequences  which  might  have  attended  the  whole,  are  circumstances  can 
never  be  justifyd,  and  were  such  as  I  do  not  wonder  Mr.  Pultney  refusd 
coming  again  to  counsel  upon  ;  but  then,  on  the  other  hand,  unless  the 
people's  affections  were  more  generally  united  in  their  favour  than  I  fear 
they  are,  I  think  a  second  breach  in  the  Royal  family  is  what  every  honest 
well-wisher  to  it  or  the  present  settlement  would  by  no  means  have  advisd 
or  encouragd  ;  &  I  must  beg  leave  to  be  of  opinion  that  the  forbidding  of 
the  next  heir  to  the  Crown  his  presence,  &  consequently  the  necessary 
improvement  of  being  calld  to  all  publick  counsels,  is  not  only  too  severe  a 
punishment  for  the  offence  alledgd,  but  must  have  such  effects  on  men's 
minds  as  that  they  who  advisd  that  harsh  message  will  at  length  never 
have  the  thanks  of  either  side  for ;  for  should  the  present  misunderstanding 
proceed  so  farr  as  formerly,  not  only  to  banish  them  the  Palace  but  to  pro- 
hibit those  who  go  to  one  Court  from  appearing  at  the  other,  it  will  only 
tend  to  shew  what  should  remain  a  secret,  how  much  more  belovd  &  popular 
some  are  than  others  ;  which  I  foresee  both  your  she  and  he  friend  will  not 
faile  of  being  rumpd  for  in  their  turn  for  making  the  discovery  of  by  those 
who  will  most  sensibly  feel  the  mortifying  difference  when  tis  too  late. 

1043.        To  my  son  Henry  on  the  death  of  his  son. 

Ickworth,  Oct.  12,  1737. 

Dear  Son 

Your  grief  to  me  seems  so  offensively  excessive  to 
the  great  Ruler  of  providence,  that  1,  who  was  early  in  life  made  acquainted 
with  the  sharpest  sorrow  that  ever  afflicted  a  humane  heart  upon  the  death 
of  the  worthiest  woman  that  ever  livd,  find  my  self  obligd  to  deal  so  freely 
with  you  as  to  tell  you  I  can  experimentally  read  the  sin  you  too  have  been 
guilty  of  in  its  punishment,  since  I  fear,  as  I  of  my  wile,  so  you  made  an 
idol  of  the  son  jou  have  lost,  which  God,  who  is  represented  in  the  Decalogue 
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as  a  jealous  Being  and  alone  worthy  of  all  our  love,  seldom  fails  to  punish  us 
for  such  unpardonable  deviations  from  our  duty  by  its  privation,  whenever 
we  allow  a  greater  share  of  our  hearts  to  any  creature  than  is  consistent 
with  that  just  subordination,  which  is  due  to  the  supream  Creator.  If  this 
is  the  case,  you  must  humble  your  self  with  all  contrition  under  his  present 
correction  by  a  thorough  resignation  to  his  declard  will,  lest  a  worse  thing 
should  happen  unto  you  ;  for  you  have  one  remaining  valuable  object  here 
beside  what  you  still  possess  elsewhere,  which  probably  by  too  ungratefully 
repining  at  what  is  already  taken  from  you  may  become  future  marks  for 
arrows  out  oi  the  same  unerring  quiver  to  be  levelld  at.  Weigh  well  then 
these  consequences,  and  you  will  of  course  become  as  religiously  resignd  as 
I  woud  have  you,  both  for  your  own,  your  wife's  &  children's  sakes  ;  &  if 
there  be  any  room  for  taking  into  the  account  the  contentment  of  an  aged 
parent  in  your  present  (I  must  own)  commiserable  condition,  know  that 
coud  I  tell  my  self  either  my  instruction  or  advice  had  helpd  to  make  you  a 
more  dutiful  servant  to  the  Sovereign  wise  Disposer  of  all  events,  it  woud 
administer  one  of  the  most  sensible  satisfactions  to  the  drooping  mind  of 
your  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1044.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Oct.  17,  1737. 

You  could  not  possibly  be  more  surprized  and 
offended  than  I  was  at  your  brother  Harry's  beggarly  project  of  printing 
by  subscription  his  collection  of  poems,  the  very  first  notice  whereof  I 
receivd  from  his  brother  Charles,  to  whom  he  sent  a  large  bundle  of  pro- 
posals and  signd  receipts  for  him  to  dispose  of,  which  I  no  sooner  saw  than 
I  expressd  that  just  indignation  at  which  so  mean  and  mercenary  a  scheme 
deservd,  and  as  I  had  not  corresponded  with  him  myself  for  some  time, 
(unless  upon  the  death  of  his  son,  whose  loss  he  condoled  in  so  very  moving 
and  melancholly  a  letter  to  me  as  extorted  an  answer  to  it,)  I  made  Charles 
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acquaint  him  with  my  sentiments  on  the  whole,  that  (if  not  then  too  late) 
an  immediate  stop  might  be  putt  to  it  before  it  became  more  publick  ;  but  I 
believe  he  had  taken  his  resolution,  and  that  must  have  determind  him 
neither  to  have  advisd  with  you  nor  me  about  it,  concluding  if  he  had  we 
shoud  both  of  us  have  diswaded  his  pursuit  of  it  in  the  strongest  terms.  If 
any  tolerable  retreat  can  be  devisd  for  him,  I  hope  your  mind  fertile  in 
expedients  will  for  all  our  sakes  invent  some  successful  one  for  him. — I  have 
made  your  mother  so  sensible  of  the  kind  part  you  took  in  the  malicious, 
groundless  lye  which  was  told  of  her  at  Court,  that  she  will  write  herself, 
fully  disprove  the  story,  and  to  thank  you  for  letting  her  know  it. — Your 
quotation  is  natural  for  a  true  lover  of  the  country  to  adopt ;  but  I  am  afraid 
your  making  use  of  it  so  early  in  life  must  have  arisen  from  having  mett 
with  some  disagreeable  occurrences,  which  I  earnestly  pray  you  may,  if 
possible,  live  a  stranger  to.  May  not  what  has  happend  in  other  families 
as  well  as  your  own  have  had  a  share  in  your  present  frame  of  mind  ?  Once 
more  let  me  conjure  you  to  avoid  dipping  deep  in  them,  for  they  who  dare 
do  so  will  drown  themselves  infallibly. 

1045,        To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  Oct.  26,  1737. 

Dear  Sir  Thomas 

The  long  indisposition  of  body  you  know  I  have 
been  under  hath  made  me  fall  into  so  great  an  arrear  to  you  for  the  many 
kind  visitts  you  made  me  both  in  Town  &  Country,  that  I  feel  my  self  very 
uneasy  till  I  can  be  shortening  of  it  ;  &  therefore  tho'  the  gripes  attended 
with  a  flux  hath  prevented  my  waiting  on  you  in  the  fore  part  of  this  moon, 
yet  I  am  resolvd  to  venture  on  coming  to  you  to  morrow,  unless  you,  my 
first  physician,  absolutely  forbid  it  to  your  grateful  patient  &  most  faithful 
friend  &  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 
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1046.  To  Mrs.  Hervey  (now  Mrs.  Aston.)    Ickworth,  Oct.  29,  1737. 

Madam 

I  read  your  letter  with  much  satisfaction,  as  it 
discoverd  to  me  a  due  disposition  in  you  to  bear  with  a  meritorious 
resignation  so  trying  a  dispensation  of  Providence  as  it  hath  pleasd  God 
should  fall  to  your  share.  As  I  am  a  true  lover  of  my  family,  I  could  wish 
every  branch  of  it  were  endowd  with  the  same  necessary  portion  of  his  grace 
without  which  none  of  us  can  ever  attain  to  that  blessd  tranquility  of  mind 
which  alone  can  make  us  easy  in  this  world,  or  intitle  us  to  happiness  in  the 
next.  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  stronger  tyes  than  those  you  mention 
to  secure  you  against  the  commission  of  any  fault  by  which  you  might 
forfeit  the  sight  of  your  little  angel  in  Heaven,  since  all  our  affections  there 
to  other  things  will  be  wholly  lost  &  absorbd  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
beatifick  vision,  the  sole  object  Vv'orthy  of  engrossing  every  faculty  of  our 
souls.  You  have  here  an  earthly  one  remaining,  which  as  she  is  a  most 
amiable  child  &  every  day  improving,  that  you  shoud  guard  your  heart  well 
against  doating  on  her  too  is  the  very  best  advice  towards  preserving  her 
to  us  that  can  be  given  you  by  your  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

P.S, — My  wife  desires  me  to  tell  you,  she  condoles  sincerly  with  you. 

1047.  To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  12,  1737. 

Madam 

If  I  could  write  as  agreeable  letters  to  my  daughter 
with  the  same  ease  you  always  do  to  yours,  I  should  become  as  troublesome 
a  correspondent  to  you  by  the  frequency  as  I  must  now  be  a  tedious  one  by 
the  natural  stupidity  necessarily  attending  the  worthless  productions  of  a 
superanuated  brain  ;  whereas,  whatever  you  write,  I  really  think  more 
deserving  the  press  than  any  of   the  justly  celebrated  Madam  Sevigne's 
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letters ;  and  as  a  proof  of  my  sincerity  I  have  often  desird  Miss  Hervey  to 
ask  your  leave  that  I  may  have  copies  of  them,  which  I  hereby  promise  you 
to  make  no  worse  a  use  of  than  to  improve  some  other  branches  of  our 
family  by  them,  and  to  entertain  my  self  by  the  frequent  perusal  of  them  ; 
and  as  I  have  few  pleasures  remaining,  and  that  this  indulgence  will  afford 
me  a  great  one,  I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  me.  Your  lord  was  in  the  right 
(as  he  commonly  is)  when  he  told  you  that  if  you  had  written  to  me  in 
Italian,  I  am  not  master  enough  of  that  language  to  have  tasted  all  the  nice 
proprieties  wherewith  all  you  write  abounds  ;  it  will  therefore  henceforth  be 
your  interest  always  to  write  to  me  in  my  mother-tongue,  since  the  better  I 
can  understand  the  more  beauties  I  shall  be  sure  to  discover.  How  very 
good  then  must  you  be  to  desire  the  continuance  of  a  correspondence  so 
unequally  carryd  on  by  me  ?  But  tho'  I  am  of  an  age  incapable  of  improving, 
yet  conversing  often  with  those  who  are  daily  doing  so,  I  may  in  some 
measure  by  relishing  and  studying  of  other  people's  performances  with  a 
due  distinction  make  you  for  once  so  farr  mistaken  as  to  imagine  your 
time  and  talents  are  not  wholly  thrown  away  upon  your  most  affectionate 
father,  Bristol. 

1048,        To  ye  Dowager  Dutchess  of  Marlborough. 

Ick worth,  Nov.  13,  1737. 

As  your  Grace  can  never  contrive  to  oblige  me 
more  than  in  giving  me  any  opportunity  of  doing  you  the  least  service,  to 
whom  I  and  mine  are  indebted  beyond  what  we  can  ever  pay,  I  lost  no  time 
after  I  receivd  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  your  Grace's  commands  in 
informing  myself  who  was  the  owner  of  the  estate  you  sent  me  the  particular 
of,  which,  by  the  description  of  the  several  distances  from  Bury  & 
Newmarket  and  the  yearly  value  of  it,  I  concluded  must  be  Mr.  Coel 
Thornhiirs  of  Depden,  laying  about  five  miles  from   hence.    Upon   that 
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supposition  I  immediately  sent  my  steward  to  one  in  this  neighbourhood, 
who  I  knew  could  and  would  inform  me  truly  of  every  circumstance  relating 
to  it,  as  he  had  been  formerly  employd  in  the  collection  of  the  rents,  and  to 
whose  account  of  things  your  Grace  may  safely  trust,  because  as  he  is  no 
longer  concernd  in  the  management  of  it  he  will  naturally  not  make  matters 
better  than  they  will  bear.  In  the  first  place,  he  says  that  in  comparing  the 
particular  with  his  rental  of  the  year  1725  he  finds  the  rents  have  been  raisd 
^54., 7. .4  per  annum,  and  knows  not  whether  they  will  hold  their  advance- 
ment unless  times  mend.  The  farm  of  ;^8o  per  annum  mentiond  to  be  in 
the  landlord's  hands,  I  understand  was  lett  at  Michaelmas  last  to  one  Thomas 
Kemball,  who  was  Mr.  Thornhill's  servant,  but  at  what  rent  I  cannot  learn. 
The  whole  is  in  good  repair  except  one  farm,  the  roof  of  its  hay-barn  being 
blown  down.  The  particular  not  distinguishing  how  much  are  free  and  how 
much  are  copy-hold  rents,  makes  it  questionable  whether  the  fines  may  answer 
the  quitt  rents  one  year  with  another.  The  landlord  does  all  the  repairs.  The 
timber  is  reputed  to  be  worth  about  ^1000.  The  advowson  of  the  Rectory, 
which  living  is  worth  £  1 00  per  annum.  Your  Grace  will  be  pleasd  not  to  say 
from  whom  you  receivd  this  information,  for  should  your  Grace  not  think  fitt 
to  proceed  in  the  purchase,  it  may  be  thought  owing  to  my  having  represented 
things  in  a  less  advantageous  light  than  they  deserve  ;  however,  I  had  much 
rather  that  should  be  known,  or  any  other  thing  should  happen,  than  that  your 
Grace  should  find  yourself  deceivd  in  any  part  of  the  trust  you  now  or  here- 
after shall  repose  in,  Madam,  your  Graces  most  obligd,  most  obedient, 
faithful,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1049.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol. 

Marlborough  House,  Nov.  19,  1737,  past  10  a'clock. 

I  have  just  got  down,  since  Lady  Burlington  came 
to  relieve  me,  to  see  the  poor  Dutchess  of  Marlborough,  who  is  very  ill  of 


FIRST    EARL     OF    BRISTOL.  177 

the  gout  and  kesps  her  bed ;  she  has  been  bled  to  day,  and  her  blood  is  very 
bad,  so  that  I  go  from  one  melancholy  scene  to  another,  which  I  am  very  ill 
able  to  bear  at  this  time,  being  very  much  out  of  order,  as  5'ou  may  see  by 
my  writing;  but  I  wanted  to  let  you  know  as  late  as  I  coud  that  all  things 
are  as  bad  as  possible.  The  Queen's  vomiting  is  returnd,  which  has  been 
ceasd  for  three  days ....  I  am  afraid  to  say  what  I  think ;  I  am  going  back 
to  my  post ;  adieu,  my  dear.  You  may  possibly  have  a  fuller  account  from 
them  that  know  better  ;  if  you  have  not,  you  must  sometimes  make  shift 
with  Williams's  epistles  to  Betty  Morris,  for  I  am  never  free  from  pain  or 
waiting. 

1050.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  19,  1737. 

Dear  Son 

The  very-melanchoUy  account  you  sent  me  by  the 
last  post  of  the  hopeless  condition  her  Majesty  was  in  makes  me  trouble 
you  with  this,  most  earnestly  to  beg  of  you  not  to  sacrifice  your  own  life  by 
fruitless  watching  and  grieving  your  self  to  death  for  what  cannot  be 
amended  or  prevented  by  either.  Altho'  I  shall  perhaps  bear  a  greater 
share  in  the  publick  loss  than  most  people  will  do,  who  could  not  know 
those  great  qualities  you  have  often  told  me  she  excelld  in,  yet  as  I  have 
been  long  sensible  you 'both  sincerely  lovd  and  valued  her,  I  shall  feel  more 
on  that  account  than  I  shall  be  able  to  undergo,  in  case  I  hear  her  fatal 
illness  hath  brought  any  upon  you.  For  my  sake  therefore,  as  well  as  your 
own  and  every  part  oi  our  family,  call  all  that  strength  of  reason  God  has  so 
remarkably  blessd  you  with  to  your  aid,  and  he'l  not  faile  to  give  you  his 
assisting  grace  to  overcome  by  a  due  resignation  to  his  wiser  will  both  this 
and  all  other  adverse  accidents  in  life  ;  to  which  salutary  receipt  your  most 
affectionate  father  can  experimentally  subscribe,  Probatum  est. — Thank 
your  lady  tor  all  her  letters,  since  I  am  not  able  to  write  more. 

Vol.  III.  Y 


178  LETTER-BOOKS     OF    JOHN    HERVEY, 

1051.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  21,  1737. 

O  !  how  could  you,  my  dearest  son,  who  cant  but 
know  I  love  and  value  you  above  all  things,  and  who  reason  so  rightly  upon 
all  other  subjects,  argue  so  wrongly  upon  the  tenderest  point  that  could  be 
putt  !    Are  you  so  ignorant  of   your  own  meritt  r    Or  do  you  think  me  so 
little  capable  of  comprehending  it,  that,  should  it  please  God  (which  I 
humbly  hope  and  trust  in  his  goodness  he  will  avert)  to  make  so  irrecover- 
able a  chasm  in   my  family  as  your  state  of  its  case  so  cruelly  supposes, 
that  poor  George  could  yet  at  least,  if  ever,  be  able  to  supply  that  loss? 
who  tho'  I  think  as  well  of  him  as  you  can  do,  and  have  with  pleasure  long 
observd  as  many  fine  and  hopeful  qualityes  in  him  as  we  can  wish,  yet  he 
must  be  contented  with  taking  Sequiturqiie  pattern  non  fassihus  cequts  for  his 
motto ;    and  I  know  not  how  to  wish  him  a  much  better  figure  in  life  than 
to  be  thought  to  follow  you,   (for  come  behind  you  he  must,)  and  save  his 
distance.    The  glory  of  our  name  seems  to  have  reachd   its  zenith  in  youj 
but  may  the  lustre  you  have  adornd  it  with  be  as  gradual  in  declining 
towards  the  Nadir  point  as  ever  was  the  fate  of  any  family.    You  say  you 
love  both  it  and  me  ;    shew  it  then  to  both  in  the  most  important  article  by 
taking  the  utmost  care  of  your  own  health  &  life,  without  which  the  one 
cannot  continue  to  flourish,  nor  the  other  live  with  any  ease  or  comfort  for 
the  short  remainder  of  his  days.     The  next  circumstance  capable  of  giving 
me  any  tolerable  quiet  would  be  to  leave  you  and  the  person  you  mention 
upon  better  terms  ;    which  tho'  I  have  incessantly  labourd  to  effect,  yet  as 
they  imagine  you  have  not  acted  as  you  ought  towards  them,   and  as  their 
passions  are  too  strong  for  their  reason,  I  hope  and  recommend  it  to  you, 
who  have  so  great  a  mastery  over  yours,  will  behave  in  such  a  manner 
towards  them  for  the  future  as  may  make  them   effectually  resolve  for  my 
sake  to  forget  and  forgive  whatever  by  the  malicious  infusions  of  those  who 
are  no  friends  to  either  they  have  been  made  to  believe  you  have  injurd 
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them  in.  My  heart  hath  been  so  biira-fuU  of  these  disquiets  that  it  hath 
no  room  left  to  touch  upon  any  other,  as  I  know  too  it  would  serve  only  to 
make  you  worse,  which  need  not  be. 

Excuse  me  to  your  lady  for  not  writing  to  her  now  to  thank  her  for  all 
her  good  &  kind  accounts. 

1052.        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  26,  1737. 

Altho'  the  constant  accounts  your  lord  and  you, 
dear  Lady  Hervey,  so  punctually  favourd  me  with  were  most  melancholly 
ones,  and  at  last  brought  me  the  unwelcome  news  of  that  great  woman's 
death,  whose  loss  should  be  universally  deplord,  yet  quite  dejected  as  I  am, 
and  altogether  unfitt  to  write  on  any  subject,  I  should  be  more  uneasy  still 
unless  I  pay  you  my  due  acknowledgements  for  them  all.  Your  observation 
and  reasoning  on  the  nature  of  that  deep  yet  seeming  calm  concern  which 
I  know  he  feels,  is  so  just  that  I  apprehend,  as  you  do,  much  worse  con- 
sequences from  it  than  if  his  grief  could  have  had  that  (in  lighter  cases) 
natural  relief  of  tears,  and  shewn  itself  with  more  outward  expressions  of 
passion,  which  insensibly  helps  to  alleviate  those  intolerable  oppressions  the 
suffering  patient  endures.  I  can  never  forget  the  amazing  stunning  stroke 
of  affliction  which  seizd  on  all  my  faculties  on  the  loss  of  the  most  excellent 
wife  and  truest  friend  that  ever  man  was  blessd  with,  which  so  surprizd  and 
stupifyd  me  that  I  did  not  weep  for  some  time  after  it  had  happend,  but 
well  remember  that  I  intirely  despaird  of  ever  seeing  one  happy  day  again, 
and  that  the  sole  ray  of  comfort  then  breaking  in  upon  my  soul  was  that 
such  excess  of  sorrow  must  soon  break  my  heart,  and  so  would  joyn  me  to 
her  again  ;  and  if  every  tittle  of  this  picture  of  my  then  mind  be  not 
strictly  true,  may  I  for  ever  forfeit  the  much  longd  for  bliss  of  meeting  her 
once  more  in  Heaven.  The  tedious  void  your  lord  now  seems  to  think  this 
sad  accident  will  occasion  in  his  future  life,  may  in    my  opinion  without 
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doing  any  injury  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Queen  be  amply  fiUd  up  by  you, 
whose  natural  talents  and  your  improvements  of  them  can  furnish  as 
entertaining  a  conversation  when  present,  and  as  agreeable  a  correspondence 
when  absent,  as  any  of  all  your  sex  can  justly  pretend  to,  a  truth  you  might 
have  been  earlier  acquainted  with,  had  so  proper  an  opportunity  sooner 
offerd  itself,  for  it  has  long  been  the  fixd  opinion  of  your  most  affectionate 
friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1053.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Nov.  28,  1737. 

Sir  Robert  &  Lady  Louisa  Smyth  (with  whom  I 
have  spent  this  evening  to  take. my  leave  of  them)  will  be  with  you  by 
Thursday  at  dining-time,  &  I  desire  you  will  take  effectual  care  that  they 
want  for  nothing  as  long  as  they  are  in  my  house  ;  &  as  Miss  Betty 
Barnardiston  is  to  come  with  them,  I  hope  you  will  get  her  a  room  to  herself, 
tho'  Lou  :  said  she  might  lye  with  her  maid,  but  that  will  not  be  a  decent 
appointment  for  her  as  long  as  she  is  under  my  roof. — I  am  very  uneasy 
till  I  hear  the  new  point  of  practice  of  bleeding  in  a  fitt  of  the  gout  has  not 
injurd  my  best  of  friends,  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough,  whose  days  I  hope 
will  be  prolongd  for  the  good  of  all  her  acquaintance,  &  especially  of  those 
who  love  and  honour  her  as  much  as  I  do. 

1054.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Dec.  3,  1737. 
]\Iy  dearest  Son 

If  the  abatement  of  my  regret  for  the  loss  of  your 
elder  brother  has  been  the  pride  and  endeavour  of  your  life,  you  have  so 
effectually  succeeded  in  it  by  the  importance  you  have  since  made  it  of 
towards  the  credit  and  interests  of  our  whole  family,  that  his  death  could 
neither  be  so  long  nor  so  sensibly  felt  as  it  would  have  been,  had  it  not 
pleasd  God  to  substitute  you  for  his  immediate  successor  ;  for  tho'  he  had 
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as  fine  natural  parts,  if  possible,  as  your  self,  and  in  the  former  part  of  his 
life  had  carefully  cultivated  them  by  study,  and  had  accquird  more  general 
knowledge  than  most  young  noblemen  at  that  age  ever  attain,  was  allowd 
to  be  nicely  well  bred,  and  whose  humanity  was  as  flowing  as  the  natural 
eloquence  he  was  endowd  with,  yet  as  he  had  the  misfortune  to  live  till  he 
had  drownd  most  of  those  good  qualities  by  being  fatally  engagd  in 
company,  which  by  admiring  his  ready  witt  and  entertaining  conversation 
insensibly  led  him  into  a  course  of  life  destructive  of  his  constitution  & 
character,  and  as  my  observation  of  all  this  by  being  long  dissembled  gave  me 
but  the  greater  inward  disquiet,  I  cannot  conceal  from  you  that  I  am 
enthusiastically  enough  inclind  to  imagine,  if  the  dead  have  any  knowledge 
of  what  passes  here  on  earth,  that  his  most  excellent  mother,  who  lovd  me 
farr  better  than  she  could  love  him,  perceiving  that  he  whom  she  had  often 
wishd  might  live  to  give  me  as  much  pleasure  as  he  was  grown  to  give  me 
pain,  addressd  herself  to  the  throne  of  Grace  to  take  even  her  own  son  to 
himself,  that  so  he  might  make  way  for  one  whom  she  intuitively  knew 
would  make  me  almost  as  compleatly  happy  as  she  had  done.  And  as  you 
have  performd  that  part  as  farr  as  my  late  irreparable  disapointment  in  life 
can  ever  admit  of,  ought  not  I  at  all  times,  but  more  especially  in  this 
melancholly  season  of  your  grief,  to  give  you  some  comfortable,  fresh  proofs 
of  my  great  affection  for  you,  by  renewing,  as  I  hereby  do,  all  my  former 
offers  without  any  of  the  conditions  then  annexd  to  them,  that  if  there  be 
any  thing  within  the  compass  of  my  whole  estate  wanting  to  make  you  or 
any  belonging  to  you  easier  or  happier  than  you  are  at  present,  I  conjure 
you  to  let  me  know  it,  and  you  shall  soon  see  and  feel  the  sincerity  of  my 
professions  ;  for  as  whatever  I  have  endeavourd  to  save,  by  denying  myself 
many  things  most  parents  would  have  indulgd  themselves  in,  has  been 
purely  upon  your  account,  with  a  view  to  shorten  my  debts  and  consequently 
to  lighten  the  burden  I  must  leave  upon  your  shoulders,  if  you  shall  rather 
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chuse  to  have  those  savings  applyd  towards  your  present  than  future  ease, 
the  choice  you  make  will  please  me  most,  provided  you  will  satisy  me  that 
tis  without  the  least  reserve  or  mixture  of  modesty  on  your  side,  for  that 
would  defeat  the  well-meant  purpose  on  mine. — The  confidence  you  have 
thought  fitt  to  repose  in  me  beyond  what  you  have  intrusted  others  with  hath, 
as  I  hope  you  have  found,  been  so  farr  well  placd  that  you  have  never  yet 
known  it  abusd,  even  in  the  smallest  as  well  as  greatest  articles  ;  for  tho' 
my  nature  inclines  me  perhaps,  as  you  may  have  observd,  to  be  sometimes 
too  open  in  common  conversation,  yet  I  think  you  may  safely  depend  upon't 
that  very  few,  if  any,  can  more  religiously  keep  what  ought  to  remain  a 
secret  than  myself. — There  is  another  paragraph  in  your  last  most  excellent 
letter,  which  tho'  it  says  no  more  of  some  than  I  too  well  know  they  deserve, 

pudet  hsec  opprobria  nobis 
Quod  dici  poiuisse,  et  non  potuisse  refelli  ; 

yet  as  the  contraste  you  place  me  in  makes  so  much  a  better  figure  of  me 
than  is  my  due,  I  ought  not  to  appropriate  it  ;  however,  I  cannot  help 
owning,  Laetus  sum  laudari  a  te,  laudato  viro. 

1055.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Dec.  5,  1737. 

Poor  Nan  was  so  ill  on  Saturday  that  Jackson 
desird  she  might  have  better  advice  than  his  own,  so  Dr.  Monsey  was  sent 
for,  who  gave  her  something  that  made  her  pass  that  and  last  night  with 
much  more  ease  and  rest  than  she  had  done  several  nights  before  ;  her 
convulsions  seemd  ceasd  when  I  was  with  her,  and  her  speech  returnd,  yet 
not  so  but  that  one  might  perceive  some  small  disorder  in  it.  This  I  hope 
was  sufficient  to  excuse  my  nor  writing  last  post  to  tell  you  I  had  receivd 
your  pacquet  of  papers  &  messages  etc,  whereon  you  desire  my  opinion  and 
advice.  I  am  so  much  better  prepard  (than  I  am  sorry  to  find  you  are)  to 
put  a  just  and  candid  construction  upon  what  came  to  you  from  that  hand, 
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that  I  think  tis  very  plain  every  caution  they  containd  for  your  conduct  on 
so  solemn  and  critical  an  occasion  were  both  prudent  &  kind  ;  and  that  he 
was  not  more  explicite  might  proceed  from  the  nature  of  the  obligation  he 
was  under  to  those  from  whom  he  receivd  the  intelligence,  or  from  his  own 
well-judging  wisdom  not  to  reveal  it  farther,  lest  if  it  shoud  take  wind,  the 
pers-on  intrusting  him  must  be  led  to  know  from  whence  you  had  theadvice  ; 
and  this  is  so  natural  an  interpretation  of  the  whole,  that  any  mind  less 
replete  with  prejudice  than  I  have  too  long  observd  yours  to  be  towards  that 
person  could  never  have  pickd  out  any  thing  but  goodwill  and  duty  from 
every  step  he  took  in  it  towards  you.  As  long  therefore  as  your  stomach 
remains  in  so  ill  a  state,  the  best  nourishment  I  can  putt  into  it  will  turn 
sour  for  want  of  a  right  digestion,  and  I  am  growing  almost  weary  of 
prescribing  more  medicines  where  so  many  have  been  administred  without 
any  permanent  effects.  The  charging  him  with  general  wrongs,  I  have  told 
you,  can  never  bring  the  cause  to  a  fair  hearing  ;  but  if  you  will  particu- 
larize wherein  you  have  been  injurd,  I  can  be  just  even  to  those  who  cannot 
say  they  have  been  so  to  me. 

1056.        To  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough.     Ickworth,  Dec.  ic,  1737. 

I  lose  no  time  in  letting  your  Grace  know  I  have 
received  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  with  the  particular 
inclosd ;  but  as  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  gett  a  more  satisfactory 
account  of  the  several  matters  mentiond  in  your  Grace's  judicious  remarks 
upon  it  and  upon  what  I  sent  you  before,  unless  you'll  please  to  impower 
me  or  my  steward  as  from  your  Grace  to  put  the  several  questions  wherein 
you  want  further  light  to  Mr.  Thornhill  himself,  I  much  doubt  if  there  will 
be  any  other  expedient  to  come  at  the  truths  necessar}''  to  be  known  before 
your  Grace  can  well  determine  whether  it  will  be  adviseable  to  proceed  in 
the  purchase  or  not ;  if  you'll  please  to  honour  me  with  such  commands. 
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I  will  execute  them  with  all  the  care  and  skill  I  am  master  of,  and  when 
put  into  this  method  shall  make  no  scruple  of  appearing  in  it  for  your 
Grace's  service. — My  wife  had  made  me  extreamly  uneasy  by  the  un- 
welcome relation  she  sent  me  of  your  Grace's  illness,  and  by  the  dangerous 
experiment,  as  I  apprehended  it,  of  bleeding  in  a  fitt  of  the  gout ;  but  as 
you  ha\'e  found  benefit  by  it,  my  heart,  which  has  long  taken  a  due  and 
consequently  deep  share  in  all  things  relating  to  your  Grace,  has  receivd 
so  much  ease  as  to  enable  it  to  bear  its  other  present  pressures  with  more 
resolution  than  could  otherwise  have  been  shewn  by,  Madam,  your  Grace's 
most  obligd,  most  obedient,  grateful  servant,  Bristol. 

1057.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Dec.  lo,  1757. 

As  poor  Nan  has  been  now  eight  days  in  Doctor 
Monsey's  hands,  and  rather  worse  than  better,  I  proposd  Ward's  pills  to 
her,  which  falling  in  with  her  own  inclination  she  took  this  day  about  noon. 
I  now  wait  the  latest  moment  to  give  you  an  account  of  its  operation.  Let 
me  spend  the  interim  to  tell  you  how  she  has  been  since  (by  my  order)  the 
Doctor  wrote  to  you.  The  pain  in  her  head  from  being  periodically  in- 
termitting &  always  worst  at  night  is  now  become  continual.  The  right  leg 
&  arm,  which  she  complaind  of  as  being  both  benumbd,  are  so  still.  There 
is  no  alteration  in  her  for  the  better  but  in  her  speech,  which  is  not  quite  so 
thick  &  unintelligible  as  it  once  was.  I  could  never  have  had  the  courage 
to  think  of  mentioning  the  pill,  had  I  not  found  my  self  in  the  same 
scituation  Lord  Hervey  was  in  when  George  was  so  ill,  and  which  had  so 
happy  an  effect  upon  him  that  it  has  encouragd  me  to  take  more  upon  me 
on  this  occasion  than  I  once  in  my  life  thought  I  should  ever  perswade 
myself  to  do  in  one  much  less  important  than  the  present  one  ;  but  what 
cheifly  determind  me  to  try  it  was  that  I  very  well  remember  Dr.  Burton 
told  me  that  if  he  should  find  himself  attackd  by  any  paralytick  disorder, 
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he  woud  make  use  of  it  himself.  How  anxiously  my  tim.e  will  pass  till  I 
see  the  effects  of  it  even  you  shall  not  know,  especially  as  I  have  so  many 
more  concurrent  pressures  on  my  mind.     But  as 

They  shall  all  their  miseries  transcend, 
Who  God  adore  &  on  his  will  depend, 

so  he  knows  none  of  all  his  creatures  have  a  more  thorough  title  to  his 
mercy  by  that  tenure  than  my  self. 

Saturday  night,  past  10  a  clock.  I  have  kept  my  letter  open  till  now  to 
let  you  know  . . .  . ,  &  that  upon  the  whole  she  thinks  herself  better,  which  is 
more  than  I  shall  be  able  to  do,  should  I  not  relieve  my  overloaded  mind  by 
going  instantly  to  bed. 

1053.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Dec.  12,  1737. 

The  flattering  hopes  the  Doctor  gave  me  by 
Fryday's  post  has  made  that  of  yesterday  fall  much  heavier  upon  me; 
what  I  have  sufferd  from  it  last  night  and  to  day  I  will  not,  nor  I  believe 
need  not,  tell  you  ;  from  my  soul  I  pity  and  feel  what  you  must  suffer  under 
the  operation  of  the  pill ;  but  I  hope  God  will  have  compassion,  and  reward 
your  pious  care  for  our  much  lovd  child  &  your  thorough  trust  &  confidence 
in  Him  ;  pray  God  I  may  follow  so  good  an  example;  thus  far  I  can  answer 
for  myself,  that  whatever  the  event  may  prove,  I  am  truly  convincd  will  be 
the  best  for  us  all  in  the  end,  if  we  bear  it  as  we  ought ;  and  if  the  pill 
succeeds,  it  must  be  reckond  as  a  particular  mercy  of  God's  to  you,  that  she 
may  prove  to  be  a  shining  example  to  her  sex,  as  you  have  been  to  yours  ; 
the  world  at  present  wants  many  more  of  both  sorts  ;  this  leads  me  to  ask 
you  in  what  manner  you  woud  have  me  behave  towards  Lady  H r,*  who 

*  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Duchess  of  Grafton,  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  married  secondly  in  1725 
Elizabeth  daughter  of  Thomas  Folkes  of  Great  Bcirtoa  Suffolk,  who  afterwards  eloped  with  Thomas 
Hervey.— S.H.A.H. 

Vol.  m.     z 
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is  expected  every  hour  ;  Mrs.  Flasby  has  taken  lodgings  for  her  in  the  new 
buildings,  and  waits  there  to  receive  her,  I  hear  our  two  sons  come  at  the 
same  time ;  it  has  fretted  me  very  much  that  Felton  shoud  now  be  absent, 
but  health  and  winds  are  not  in  one's  power;  it  has  been  a  great  pain  to  me 
not  to  have  heard  of  him  in  so  long  a  time ;  but  nothing  but  pain  &  grief 
attends  this  mortal  life.  I  have  a  large  share  of  both,  part  of  which  I  am 
unwilling  to  tell  you,  because  there  are  persons  concernd  which  are  not 
proper  to  be  mentiond  in  a  letter,  tho'  it  woud  be  much  to  their  honour  & 
my  advantage  ;  but  that  &  many  other  things  must  be  deferrd  till  we  meet ; 
till  that  longd  for  time,  farewell. 

1059.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Dec.  12,  1737. 

Twas  well  you  sent  the  passionate  billet  doux  to 
Doctor  M.  unseald,  for  otherwise  it  might  have  gone  on  to  him,  &  how  little 
he  deservd  the  praises  you  bestowd  upon  him  I  must  now  without  any 
mixture  of  jealousy  in  the  case  lett  you  know.  On  Thursday  morning  he 
went  from  us  to  Mildenhall  to  pay  a  visit  to  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  staid 
there  that  night,  and  tho'  Lady  Ann  was  then  apparently  worse  than  when 
he  was  first  sent  for  to  her,  instead  of  making  haste  again  to  her  on  the 
Friday  as  was  his  duty  to  do,  he  did  not  arrive  here  till  between  9  and  10 
a  clock,  an  hour  very  weak  patients  as  she  was  ought  to  have  been  going  to 
rest  at,  which  made  me  ask  him  whether  Sir  Charles  Bunbury  had  kept  him 
so  late,  but  to  my  vast  surprise  told  me,  No,  but  that  he  had  made  Mr.  Crofts 
a  pure  visit  of  ceremony  by  the  way.  If  after  this  account  of  his  care  & 
concern  for  our  dear  daughter  you  would  have  your  panegyrical  epistle  to 
him  proceed  on  its  journey,  say  so,  &  I  will  forward  it.  Poor  Nan  felt  the 
barbarity  &  brutality  of  this  treatment  almost  as  sensibly  as  my  self,  who 
have  often  told  you  the  best  of  them  consider  the  odd  shillings  in  their 
guinea-fees  more  than  they  do  the  recovery  of  their  patients  ;  and  this  last 
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instance  I  hope  may  serve  to  cure  you  of  your  implicit  faith  in  them  or 
their  brother-pick-pockets,  the  apothecarys.  In  my  last  I  sent  you  word 
that  seeing  poor  Nan  rather  lost  than  gott  ground  after  all  Dr.  M's 
prescriptions,  I  mentiond  Ward's  pills  to  her,  &  was  rejoycd  to  find  she  was 
as  willing  to  try  it  as  I  wishd  she  woud,  which  by  her  own  confession  has 
mended  every  complaint  she  had.  She  slept  last  night  without  any  help 
better  than  she  had  done  with  it ;  her  pain  in  her  head  abated,  tho*  not 
quite  removd  ;  her  numbness  in  her  right  arm  and  leg  much  better ;  her 
speech  restord  to  a  wonderful  degree,  even  so  far  as  to  give  me  the  pleasing 
history  of  all  these  unexpected  alterations  for  the  better,  to  which,  as  she 
now  calls  me  her  best  doctor,  she  added  . .  ..This  is  so  agreeable  a  theme 
I  coud  expatiate  still  upon  it  was  I  not  already  quite  tird  with  writing, 
which  you  know  of  late  I  soon  am,  both  from  a  failure  in  my  hands  and 
eyes  ;  however,  since  you  want  a  farther  approbation  of  the  answer  you 
sent  to  the  advices  you  receivd,  I  am  still  ready  to  repeat  my  thorough 
liking  of  them,  and  to  wish  your  conduct  in  every  thing  may  always  prove 
as  blameless  as  it  hath  done  in  this.     Adieu. 

1060.        Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Dec.  13,  1737. 

With  a  most  sincere  and  affectionate  heart  I 
congratulate  your  good  success  with  our  dear  and  much  lovd  daughter. 
I  never  had  a  doubt  but  that  God  woud  prosper  such  pious  endeavours, 
which  I  hope  neither  of  us  will  ever  forget  ;  and  to  assist  your  inward 
medicine  I  here  send  you  an  outward  application  from  Lady  Betty  Germain, 
which  she  begs  may  be  tryd,  because  she  has  from  experience  found  such 
benefit  from  it  to  those  she  has  given  it  to,  (for  she  makes  it  herself;)  but 
having  so  small  a  quantity  by  her,  I  have  given  the  receipt  to  Mr.  Grimes 
to  make  some  more,  for  my  own  trembling  limbs  wants  help,  and  my  side 
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is  very  bad  still  ;  except  in  the  night  when  the  poultice  is  on,  I  have  more 
or  less  continual  pain,  and  am  not  able  to  bear  a  pair  of  stays.     What  will 
become  of  me  on  Saturday  God  knows  ;    I  beg  your  prayers  for  me  to  go 
through  it,  for  I  am  to  wait  all   the   evening   on   Friday,  and  to  be  at 
Westminster  on  Saturday  morning   by  lo  a  clock.      My  good  fiiend  the 
Dutchess  of  Marlborough  had  a  mind  to  have  wrote  to  you  to  send  your 
positive  orders  to  me  not  to  attend  the  ceremony,  for  she  was  very  sure  it 
woud  be  the  death  of  me;  she  has  just  sent  to  me  to  come  and  dine  by  her 
bedside,  for  she  is  sure  she  has  something  I  shall  like  to  eat.   Tis  impossible 
to  express  the  many  kindnesses  I  have  received  from  so  many  different 
people  at  a  time  when  I  needed  it  so  much,  for  your  letter  which  gave  so 
melancholy  an  account  of  poor  dear  Nan  has  almost  sunk  me  to  my  grave.    I 
shewd  it  to  Lord  Hervey,  (for  I  received  it  when  I  was  at  dinner  there,) 
after  which  he  hardly  spoke  one  word,  I  believe  from  thinking  how  like  her 
case  was  to  his  own  unhappy  constitution  ;    but  it  did  not  in   the   least 
disturb  the  mirth  of  the  company,  v/hich  consisted  of  Maids  of  honour  etc. 
Lord   Hinton  being  there   also   lookd   with   an   air  of  contempt  on  their 
behaviour  and  smild  upon  Lord  Hervey,  who  was  at  last  so  provokd  as  to 
go  from  the  table  to  the  fire-side,  and  said  a  very  shocking  thing,  which  is 
so  uncommon  for  him  to  do  that  I  hope  it  had  the  greater  force  where  twas 
due.     Such  indecent  gayety  sure  was  never  seen  under  such  publick*  and 
private  calamities  as  ours  are  at  present. — Dr.  Burton  seems  to  lay  a  great 
stress  upon  a  blister  on  the  back  part  of  her  head,  and  that  he  has  an 
oyntment  (which  is  not  cantharides)  that  will  keep  it  running  without  pain 
or  trouble,  and  no  bigger  than  a  crown-peice.     I  have  here  enclosd  sent 
you  Dr.  Monsey's  letter,  which  mine  was  an  answer  to  ;    they  may  both 
now  be  burnt  if  you  please,  &  he  with  them. 


'  The  Queen  was  lying  dead,— S.H.A.H. 
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1061.  Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Dec.  15,  1737. 

My  last  letter  was  so  long  as  brought  me  into 
some  remembrance  of  my  old  friend  the  cholick,  &  admonishes  me  to 
shorten  this  and  all  future  ones.    Dear  Nan  continues  every  way  &  every  day 

better,  both  as  to  the  pain  in  her  head,  her  numbness  and  rest  at  night 

Tis  now  between  9  &  ten,  &  the  post  would  be  gone  should  I  say  more  than 

that  Lady  Hervey  will  be  best  able  to  tell  you  what  terms  Lady  H r 

(Hanmer)  stands  upon  with  her  husband,  &  according  to  them  every  friend 
&  relation  of  his  ought  to  govern  themselves.  The  circumstance  of  being  in 
lodgings  carries  a  very  ill  aspect,  &  I  cannot  help  saying  that  those  who  do 
the  least  thing  to  disoblige  or  dishonour  such  a  man  is  intitled  to  no 
countenance  from  any  woman  that  values  her  reputation. 

For  good  &  fitt  should  in  wives  actions  meet, 
Since  wicked's  not  much  worse  than  indiscreet. 

1062.  Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.     Friday,  Dec.  16,  10  a  clock. 

May  God  Almighty's  choicest  blessing  ever  attend 
you  in  as  singular  a  manner  as  they  have  done  in  your  administration  to 
our  dear  daughter.  I  am  this  minute  come  from  paying  my  last  duties  in 
waiting  to  my  royal  mistress*  in  the  removal  of  her  corps  from  her  own 
private  bedchamber  to  the  dismal  black  state-rooms,  from  whence  she  goes 
to  Westminster  at  twelve,  &  we  are  to  begin  our  waitings  there  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  by  turns  till  the  procession  begins  at  6  in  the  evening.  Such 
a  day  to  one  in  my  condition  will  stand  in  great  need  of  God's  assistance, 
that  I  may  not  sink  under  it.  Your  bidding  me  ask  Lady  Hervey  about 
Lady  LI — r  is  to  have  my  nose  snapt  off,  for  she  thinks  the  wife  all  perfec- 
tion, &  you  know  the  husband  is  ever  a  joke  to  that  whole  family. — My 
spirits  are  quite  sunk,  &  my  pain  so  great  that  I  can  hold  my  pen  no  longer, 

*  Lord  Bristol's  marginal  note  says,  20  years. — S.H.A.H. 
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1063.        Lord  Bristol  to  Lady  Bristol.  Ickworth,  Dec.  20,  1737. 

The  paltry  dabs  of  paper  Madam  Williams  and 
you  have  put  me  off  with,  in  a  season  of  some  curiosity  too,  would  not  have 
made  me  write  any  more  were  not  dear  Nan's  health  concernd ;  and  it  is 
for  that  purely  that  I  venture  a  return  of  my  pain  to  dissipate  yours  by 
letting  you  know  all  her  complaints  mend  daily.  The  almost  miraculous 
effects  I  have  seen  performd  by  Ward's  pills  in  my  own  family  have  made 
me  so  justly  fond  of  them,  that  if  you  nor  Williams  have  no  store  of  them 
by  you,  I  would  have  you  get  some  by  Lord  Hervey's  interest  (which  will  be 
right  &  genuine)  to  keep  always  by  us.  You  may  take  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  your  quarterly  allowance  of  my  banker.  Mrs.  Williams  having  raisd  an 
expectation  of  a  letter  from  you  by  Allen's  coach  in  her  letter  to  Betty  Morris 
of  the  15th  instant,  expressd  in  the  clear  &  clerk-like  words  following  :  "  my 
lady's  letter  to  my  lord's  letter  by  the  coach  :  "  being  a  little  too  laconick  for 
my  decayd  understanding,  I  could  not  possibly  unriddle  the  sense  of  ; 
however,  I  sent  to  enquire  for  a  letter  or  parcel  at  the  coach  on  Saturday 
after  it  was  come  in,  but  no  news  of  either,  and  as  I  concluded  there  must  be 
something  in  it  which  in  prudence  was  not  to  be  trusted  by  the  common  mail, 
I  have  been  uneasy  ever  since,  not  knowing  what  hands  it  may  have  fallen 
into.  Explain  this  as  soon  as  you  can,  tho'  I  hope  to  morrow  night's  letters 
will  tell  me  when  you  would  have  the  coach  &  saddle-horses  in  London 
(which  shall  carry  up  Miss  Herveys),  and  after  this  I  expect  you  will  think 
a  little  of  putting  into  better  order  your  family  here,  which  at  present  wants 
reformation  so  much  by  your  long  and  frequent  absences  that  this  morning 
after  9  a  clock,  when  I  came  down  into  the  dining  room,  there  was  not  a 
board  of  it  nor  a  chair  in  it  cleand  ;  but  this  is  but  a  light  circumstance 
compard  with  the  dismal  state  of  it,  when  dear  Nan  was  so  very  hopelessly 
ill,  and  I  left  helpless  with  her. 
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1064.       To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Dec.  21,  1737. 

Dear  Son 

I  should  have  wrote  oftener  to  you  on  the  late 
melancholly  accident,  had  not  my  own  experience  throughly  taught  me  how 
very  vain  and  fruitless  all  consolatory  arguments  ever  prove  when  admin- 
istred  to  griefs  occasiond  by  such  losses  as  at  the  time  they  happen  are  by 
the  unhappy  sufferers  supposd  to  be  irreparable  ;  and  therefore  I  hope  you 
have  observd  that  I  have  forborn  troubling  you  with  any  ;  nor  shall  I  (as 
urgent  as  my  officious  concern  for  you  has  been)  till  you  are  grown  more 
capable  of  receiving  them  by  the  efficacy  of  those  three  great  remedies, 
necessitas  ipsa,  dies  longa,  et  satietas  doloris.  The  first  ingredient,  as  I 
expound  it,  being  resignd  to  the  divine  decrees,  ought  alone  to  be  sufficient 
for  the  cure,  for  by  the  universal  law  of  our  warfare  here,  ad  hoc  sacramentum 
adacti  sumus  ferre  mortalia,  nee  perturbari  illis  quae  in  nostra  potestate  non 
sunt.  How  unwise  a  part  then  do  those  act  who  fro  wardly  refuse  to  make  a  virtue 
of  that  necessity  which  must  be  submitted  to  at  last  !  But  I  am  unawares 
forgetting  what  I  said  of  my  past  and  your  present  condition  ;  must  there- 
fore content  myself  with  a  fresh  repetition  of  that  earnest  request  I  made 
you,  not  to  suffer  your  excessive  sorrow  to  drown  the  many  weighty  consid- 
erations you  owe  to  your  wife,  your  children  &  posterity,  and  by  ruining 
your  constitution  destroy  the  very  best  hope  our  family  ever  had  or  can  have 
to  raise  its  fortunes  and  make  our  name  for  ever  famous.  Remember,  O 
remember,  in  te  omnis  domus  inclinata  recumbit ;  and  if  you,  its  sole  support, 
should  fail,  (which  God  avert,)  do  but  think  what  a  forlorn  condition  you 
would  leave  your  widowd  &  orphan  family  in  !    Besides 

Nee  Dib  amicum  est  nee  mihi  te  prius 

Obire,  Msecsenas,  mearum 
Grande  decus  columenque  rerum. 
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Ah,  te  mese  si  partem  animse  rapit 
Maturior  vis,  quid  moror  altera  ? 

Nee  carus  eeque  nee  superstes 

Integer  ille  dies  utraraque 
Dueet  ruinam. 

After  which  it  would  be  quite  superfluous  for  me  to  add,  Non  ego  perfidum 
dixi  sacramentum  ;  ibimus,  ibimus  utcunque  precedes.  For  such  an 
unnatural,  shocking  stroke  must  of  course  destroy  me  also. 

1035.         Lady  Bristol  to  Lord  Bristol.  Dec.  22,  1737. 

If  I  coud  believe  you  in  earnest  when  you  call  our 
letters  from  hence  paultry  dabs,  it  woud  vex  me  extreamly  to  think  that  after 
all  the  torture  &  sleepless  nights  that  I  have  sufferd  from  writing  (by  the 
pain  in  my  side)  shoud  not  answer  your  expectation,  when  you  know,  let 
your  curiosity  be  never  so  great,  how  few  things  are  proper  for  the  post,  and 
what  is  so  you  have  a  much  more  knowing  correspondent  and  a  much  abler 
pen  to  write  it.     What  I  sent  by  the  coach  in  a  box  is  of  too  much  conse- 
quence to  let  me  know  one  moment's  peace  till  I  hear  it  is  safe  in  your 
hands.   Jo  assures  me  he  deiiverd  it  safe  to  the  coachman's  wife,  and  had  it 
bookd   Thursday  the  15th  to  go  on  Friday;    so  I  sent  him  last  night  to 
enquire  about  it,  and  the  woman  ownd  it  was  forgot  that  day,  but  that  it  was 
certainly  sent  by  the  coach  on  Monday  ;  but  how  can  one  give  any  credit  to 
such  monstrous  careless  people,  when  they  were  told   twas  medicines  foj: 
Lady  Ann,  and  must  be  taken  great  care  of.     This  added  to  the  rest  of 
Allen's  usage  to  me  is  what  I  will  never  pardon,  and  I  hope  you  will  not 
pass  by  without  shewing  some  resentment  ;    tis  really  an   intolerable  & 
insolent  behaviour,  which  with  the  morning's  solemnity  so  dampt  my  spirits 
that  I  did  not  sleep  a  wink  last  night.     The  King  was  pleasd  to  see  all  her 
late  Majesty's  servants  before  he  saw  any  of  his  own  ;  and  I  think  in  all  my 
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life  I  never  saw  any  thing  in  a  Tragedy  ever  come  up  to  it ;  his  tears  flowd 
so  fast  he  coud  not  utter  a  word,  nor  was  there  a  dry  eye  in  the  room.  The 
two  eldest  Princesses  were  present ;  he  saw  us  in  their  apartment,  and 
every  thing  was  so  moving  that  it  is  impossible  to  describe  what  every  one 
must  feel  upon  so  melancholy  an  occasion,  &  what  I  was  so  very  ill  able  to 
bear,  that  my  spirits  have  been  more  than  ordinary  sunk  ever  since  ;  but 
as  I  hope  soon  to  find  you  &  dear  Nan  in  health  at  Ickworth,  it  will  more 
than  pay  me  lor  all  my  troubles  past  •    till  when  Adieu.* 

1066.        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Dec.  22,  1737. 

Madam 

I  cannot  let  your  daughters  go  from  me  without 
troubling  you  with  my  thanks  for  giving  them  leave  to  stay  longer  with  me 
than  you  once  intended,  that  they  might  entertain  me  in  my  present 
melancholly  scituation,  wherein  they  have  so  effectually  succeeded  as  to 
make  me  apprehend  I  shall  want  their  company  and  assistance  much  more 
than  can  be  well  imagind  but  by  those  who  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
observing  and  knowing  them  so  well  as  I  think  I  now  do  ;  Miss  Hervey 
more  especially,  whose  hereditary  talents  cultivated  by  your  incessant  care, 
and  her  own  happy  disposition  to  make  daily  improvements  in  all  useful 
knowledge,  is  likely  to  make  one.  of  the  most  accomplishd  young  women  in 
her  time  that  ever  appeard,  at  least  in  mine  ;  and  as  they  have  been  of  great 
use  to  me  in  keeping  up  my  old  drooping  spirits,  I  have  done  my  best 
endeavour  in  return  to  shew  and  tell  them  many  things  which  may  make 
such  lasting  impressions  on  their  tender  minds  as  will  not  easily  be  effacd, 
tho'  the  world  you  must  putt  them  into  should  continue  to  exhibit  poysons 
too  strong  for  vulgar  antidotes.     I  "must  take  this  opportunity  also  to  send 

*  This  is  the  last  letter  in  the  second  of  the  two  quarto  volumes  that  contain  the  correspondence  betweew 
Lord  and  Lady  Bribiol. — S.H.A.H. 

Vol.  III.  AA 
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you  my  particular  acknowledgement  for  the  singular  favour  you  granted  me 
to  take  copies  of  your  excellent  letters  to  them  ;  but  the  leave  came  at  last 
cloggd  with  so  many  conditions  &  restrictions,  that  I  must  beg  you  would 
inlarge  it  so  as  to  trust  my  prudence  with  the  use  of  them,  which  I  promise 
you  shall  never  extend  farther  than  to  give  some  very  particular  friends  a 
sight  of  them,  who,  I  know,  love  and  wish  us  well,  and  that  will  taste  them 
with  almost  as  much  pleasure  as  they  have  given  to  your  most  affectionate, 
faithful  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1067.        To  my  son  Henry.  Ickworth,  Dec.  31,  1737. 

I  send  you  this  additional  loan  to  all  my  former 
ones  with  as  much  reluctance  as  you  ought  to  have  felt  in  asking  any  more 
of  me  after  all  the  solemn  promises  you  have  made  me  to  do  so  no  more, 
especially  as  I  know  your  present  necessities  need  not  have  been  brought 
upon  you,  had  not  your  lady  livd  so  long  in  London  at  unnecessary  expences, 
the  very  article  of  house-rent  eating  up  as    much  money  as   would  have 
sufficd  to  maintain  her  and  her  children  in  some  cheap  country,  where  she 
long  since  ought  to  have  removd  to,  had  your  ease  or  credit   been  as  much 
considerd  as  common  prudence  should  have  suggested.     These  are  truths  I 
should  not  have  touchd  upon,  had  not  a  series  of  fresh  indiscretions  extorted 
them  from  me,  and  made  me  despair  of  ever  seeing  some  people  wiser ; 
among  which  none  of  the  least  is  your  speaking  of  L.  H.  in  the  manner  you 
do  to  me,  and  by  that  pattern  I  conclude  you  do  it  with  yet  more  freedom 
to  others,  wherein  you  shew  as  little  judgement  as  in  your  other  affairs,  since 
tis  by  him  alone  that  you  can  ever  hope  for  preferment,  and  not  from  any 
merit  of  your  own,   in  the  profession  of  a  soldier,  wherein  you  have  been 
remarkable  for  playing  the  truant  from  quarters,  and  being  remiss  when  at 
them  in  your  duty  (when  in  the  Horse)  in  not  punctually  visitting  the  stables 
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etc.  Had  you  thought  your  brother  or  my  self  worthy  of  being  consulted 
in  your  most  extraordinary  project  of  printing  your  poems  by  subscription, 
we  should  either  of  us  I  dare  say  as  soon  have  advisd  you  to  stand  with  a 
wooden  box  at  a  Church  door  asking  the  charity  of  well-disposd  persons, 
the  method  you  have  chosen  being  as  much  so  understood  as  the  other.  If 
what  I  hear  is  true,  that  you  have  told  people  your  mother  and  I  have  both 
subscribd  to  them,  I  hope  you  will  withdraw  that  assertion,  since  otherwise 
in  my  own  defence  I  must  and  will  undeceive  the  world,  for  there  needed 
not  much  spritelyness  to  find  out  the  meaness  of  the  scheme  was  much 
below  the  figure  I  would  have  my  family  make,  and  which  it  had  been 
capable  of  making,  had  the  several  branches  of  it  used  the  industry  and 
wisdom  that  Lord  Herve}'-  and  your  brother  Will  have  shewn  in  their 
conduct. — Your  gout  is  another  misfortune  you  may  thank  your  self  in  a 
great  measure  for,  having  livd  with  much  more  freedom  than  I  have  often 
told  you  you  ought  to  have  done,  having  the  seeds  of  the  Felton-family 
gout  so  strongly  sown  in  your  blood,  that  nothing  but  the  utmost  temperance, 
as  practisd  by  your  wise  brother  both  in  his  drink  and  diet,  could  possibly 
exempt  you  from  making  a  most  miserable,  painful  end  of  your  life,  towards 
which  nothing  will  more  contribute  than  the  use  of  any  topickall  appli- 
cations, which  I  am  astonishd  to  hear  Dr.  Hartley  could  advise  after  having 
pronouncd  your  distemper  to  be  the  gout,  wherein  nothing  but  flannel  can 
be  with  safety  usd  outwardly. — Your  lawsuit  I  disuaded,  as  you  know  I  did 
your  marriage,  and  also  your  suffering  your  family  to  come  up  to  Town,  and 
yet  more  strongly  its  continuing  there  so  long,  which  has  occasiond  your 
present  distress  more  than  your  suit  need  have  done,  had  your  brother 
Glutton  whilst  living,  or  his  representatives  since  his  death,  borne  half  the 
charge,  and  then  it  could  not  come  to  half  the  sum  you  mention  for  a  re- 
hearing before  the  Chancellour,  who  methinks  has  taken  more  than  usual 
time  in  giving  his  decree,  so  very  long  a  hesitation  being  no  great  credit  to 


1^6  LETTER-BOOKS    OF    JOHN    HERVEY, 

the  justice  of  your  demands.     Once  more,  if  you  can  be  your  own  friend  in 
any  thing,  keep  L.H.  so,  for  your  own  and  children's  sakes.     Bristol. 

1068.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Jan.  7,  1737/8. 

Dear  Son 

Quite  charrad  with  the  linishd  beauty  of  the  epitaph 
you  sent  me,  I  could  not  forbear  saying  to  my  self  almost  at  eviery  line, 

Cedite,  Romani  sciiptores,  cedite,  Graii ; 

for  I  do  not  remember  to  have  read  any  thing  of  its  kind  that  ever  equalld 
or  came  near  it.  If  any  of  the  phrases  seem  not  to  carry  the  same  strength 
of  colouring  you  have  painted  all  her  other  great  and  good  qualities  with, 
will  not  that  of — sine  levitate  pulchra — be  reckond  of  that  sort  ?  But  this 
is  said  with  all  submission  to  better  judgments.  As  I  conclude  the  whole 
performance  will  be  publishd,  and  that  you  will  be  known  to  be  the  author 
of  it,  I  would  not  willingly  have  any  article  of  it  liable  to  be  questiond  ; 
but  whether  (I  ask  pardon  of  her  Manes  if  I  am  in  the  wrong,  for  I  mean 
well  to  the  honour  of  her  memory,) — Christianam  religionem  sincere 
sancteque  coluit — is  an  attribute  that  will  be  allowd  her  by  many  of  your 
readers,  is  a  problem  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  discussion  of,.,  but  leave  it  to 
be  so  well  temperd  by  your  prudence  that  it  may  meet  with  as  little 
incredulity  as  I  sincerely  think  every  other  branch  of  her  character  deserves. 
As  you  tell  me  the  infamous  and  cruel  application  of  Cardinal  Mazarine's 
epitaph  was  the  occasion  of  your  writing  hers,  I  think  myself  obligd  before 
yours  is  made  publick  to  lett  you  see  a  villainous  one  was  sent  me  by  an 
unknown  hand,  which  if  intended  to  be  circulated  by  me,  I  have  been  so 
very  undeserving  of  as  not  to  have  read  or  shewn  it  to  any  body.  I  read 
that  paragraph  in  your  last  letter  to  your  mother,  which  said  you  had 
heard  nothing  lately  relating  to  the  subject  of  your  letter  to  her  ;  but  you 
believd  you  might  venture  to  assure  me  nothing  will  be  done  in  it  disagreeable 
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to  you.  Her  answer  to  which  is  that  she  knows  not  what  it  alludes  to, 
unless  it  be  to  those  kind  cautions  you  sent  her  by  several  little  billets  to 
watch  over  her  words  and  actions  on  some  late  critical  occasions,  which  I 
must  thank  you  for,  tho'  I  am  not  a  little  concernd  to  find  there  was  any 
reason  given  or  taken  to  make  any  such  necessary. 

1089,        To  ye  Dutchess  of  Marlborough. 

Ickworth,  Jan.  12,  1737/8. 
Mr.  Thornhill  not  having  sent  a  terrier  of  the 
field-lands   at  Barton,  that  no  more  time  might  be  lost  I  sent  my  steward 
over  to  take  an  exact  account  of  that  estate,  not  only  from  the  tenants  but 
from   a  full  view  of  it  himself,  the  particulars  whereof  I  herewith  send  your 
Grace,   that  having  the  whole  now  before  you  I  know  no  body  who   can 
judge  better  than  your  self  whether  it  will  be  worth  your  Graces  purchasing 
at  such  rates  as  you  and  Mr.   Thornhill  may  agree  upon  ;    but  tho'  I  have 
receivd  your  Graces  commands  in  this  affair  with  the  utmost  pleasure,  as  it 
has  given  me  an  opportunity  of  doing  your  Grace  the  least  shadow  of  any 
service,  to  whom  I  have  been  more  essentially  obligd  than  to  all  the  other 
friends  I  ever  mett  with   since  I  came  into  the  world,  yet  I  must  beg  you 
would  please  to  excuse  me  from  taking  upon  me  to  offer  any  thing  by  way 
of  advice  concerning  it,  lest  anything  should  fail  of  answering  your  Grace's 
expectations  hereafter,  which  would  give  me  a  most  sensible  dissatisfaction. 
As  to  the  several  objections  and  quaeries  your  Grace  was  pleasd  to  send  me 
in  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I  shall  give  your  Grace  the  best  information 
I  am  able,  as  follows.     The  copy-hold  lands  are  all  held  at  the  will  of  the 
lord,  and  the  fines  generally  sett  in  this  county  seldom  exceed  a  year  and 
half's  purchase  upon  a  descent,  and  but  one  year's  purchase  for  an  alienation 
fine;    at  least   I  have  seldom  or  never  demanded  more.     And  under  this 
iiead  I  think  myself  obligd  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  the  reason  of  my 
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putting  the  difference  between  free  and  copy-hold  lands  but  at  3  years 
purchase  was  because  lands  have  been  infranchisd  at  that  rate  still  subject 
to  a  free  rent  equivalent  to  what  the  copy-hold  lands  paid,  and  I  believe  may 
be  daily  done  at  that  price  in  most  mannors  where  the  lords  have  power  so 
to  do,  for  supposing  that  money  were  putt  out  at  interest,  the  certain  produce 
thereof  would  probably  amount  to  more  than  the  casual  fines  accrueing. 
The  Mansion-house  with  its  appurtenances  is  certainly  not  overvalued  at 
^15  per  annum,  since  anyone  who  may  have  occasion  for  such  a  dwelling 
would  hardly  scruple  to  give  double  that  rent  for  it.  The  widow  Fight's 
tenement  of  ^5..  10  per  annum,  having  3  acres  of  good  land  belonging  to 
it,  cannot  be  dear  at  that  rent.  As  to  the  wind-mill,  I  observd  before  to 
your  Grace  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  near  so  many  years  purchase  as 
the  lands  are  valued  at,  the  building  and  repairing  of  them  generally 
costing  near  as  much  to  the  proprietors  &  their  heirs  in  the  compass  of  100 
vears  as  their  rents  amount  to.  Edward  Constable's  house  with  a  black- 
smith's  shop,  having  no  land  belonging  to  it,  tho'  it  may  not  be  dear  to  the 
tenant  at  ^3--io  per  annum,  yet  it  cannot  be  reckond  worth  what 
the  lands  are  valued  at  ;  however,  your  Grace  should  know  that  such  sort 
of  conveniences  no  neighbourhood  can  well  make  shift  without. 
As  to  Cobnal  wood,  I  have  always  valued  my  own  underwoods  at  the  rate 
of  10  shillings  per  acre  for  every  years  growth  ;  and  at  that  rate  the  13 
years  growth  is  worth  /^iiy  ;  but  if  your  Grace  and  Mr.  Thornhill  cannot 
agree  about  that  article,  he  may  sell  the  crop  himself;  but  I  must  beg  leave 
to  sett  your  Grace  right  in  one  thing,  which  is  that  the  buyer  is  always  at 
tbe  charge  of  cutting  the  wood  down.  If  the  timber,  both  in  that  wood  and 
which  is  growing  upon  the  rest  of  the  estate,  is  to  be  measurd  according  to 
the  rule  laid  down  in  my  former  letter  to  your  Grace,  and  valued  at  not 
above  fifty  shillings  a  load  standing,  I  am  pretty  confident  your  Grace  can 
be  no  loser  by  it,  since  many  men  may  be  found  who  after  they  hav2  valued 
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it  on  your  Grace's  part  will  be  bound  to  give  your  Grace  the  same  rate  for  it 
themselves.  The  smallness  of  the  quitt-rents  I  take  to  be  no  very  great 
objection  to  them,  for  I  have  all  my  own  gatherd  by  the  tennants  of  my 
respective  manor-houses  gratis.  The  farms  at  Depden  being  all  lett  to 
tenants  at  will,  my  steward  thinks  as  they  are  easy  rented  need  not  be 
thought  an  ill  circumstance,  for  he  believes  all  of  them  would  gladly  take 
leases.  The  living  I  can  say  no  more  about  than  what  I  troubled  your  Grace 
with  before,  which  was  to  take  or  leave  it  as  Thornhill  and  you  could  agtee. 
The  landlords  being  to  do  all  repairs  must  be  allowd  a  depreciating  circum- 
stance, which  your  Grace  will  take  a  due  consideration  of  when  in  the 
conclusion  of  your  treaty  you  resolve  upon  the  whole.  The  pollard  trees,  as 
I  conceive,  were  never  intended  to  be  valued  ;  neither  have  the  tenants  the 
liberty  of  taking  any  of  the  loppings  for  their  firing  without  assignment,  and 
my  steward  tells  me  there  is  much  more  wood  of  that  kind  than  will  be 
necessary  for  rent-wood.  As  to  the  two  Crown-rents  claimd,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  give  your  Grace  a  better  account  of  them  than  Mr.  Thornhill 
himself  hath  done,  which  is  that  tho'  demanded  he  hath  never  paid  either 
of  them.  The  last  article  relating  to  the  value  of  lands  in  this  county,  I 
cannot  say  upon  the  best  enquiry  I  have  been  able  to  make  that  they 
generally  have  exceeded  two  and  twenty  years  purchase,  and  if  there  are 
any  instances  to  the  contrary  they  have  not  reachd  my  knowledge.  The 
person  who  I  told  your  Grace  had  been  concernd  in  the  management  of  these 
estates  being  extreamly  ill  and  much  more  likely  to  dye  than  live,  I  cannot 
contrive  how  to  gett  an  account  what  the  neat  sums  were  at  a  medium  which 
they  brought  in  during  the  time  of  his  collecting  the  rents.  Your  Grace's 
kind  allowance  of  my  being  a  sincere  friend  is  a  title  I  am  prouder  of  than 
even  of  that  your  Grace's  goodness  and  generosity  first  thought  me  worthy 
of  wearing,  which  benefit  alone  has  ever  since  made  me  live,  and  must  make 
me  dye,  your  debtor  for.    I  was  well  assurd  the  postcript  relating  to  my  wife 
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could  admit  of  no  doubt  in  its  construction,  when  you  could  not  but  be  justly 
conscious  oi  your  own  merit  towards  her,  and  that  you  knew  her  incapable 
of  ingratitude  towards  you.  If  I  have  omitted  any  thing,  or  not  so  fully 
explaind  every  point  as  I  ought,  I  must  earnestly  beg  your  Grace  would 
favour  me  with  an  account  of  your  remaining  doubts,  since  nothing  can  so 
effectually  requite  me  for  any  care  or  pains  I  may  have  taken  to  prevent 
your  Grace's  being  led  into  any  mistakes  in  transacting  this  affair  as  to 
honour  me  with  your  farther  commands,  which  are  ever  most  welcome  tOy 
Madam,  yourGrace's  most  obligd  &  most  obedient,  grateful  servant,  Bristol. 

1070.        To  ye  Dutchess  of  Marlborough.     Ickworth,  Jan.  i6, 1737/8. 

I  humbly  hoped  when  I  had  the  honour  of  telling 
your  Grace  in  my  last  letter  that  all  the  Copy-hold  lands  were  held  at  the 
will  of  the  lord,  and  paid  fines  after  the  rates  therein  mentiond,  that  your 
question  about  herriots  had  been  sufficiently  answerd,  because  I  know  of 
no  mannors  here  where  the  custom  is  to  take  both  fines  and  herriots  ;  how- 
ever, I  ought  to  ask  your  Grace's  pardon  if  I  left  that  point  lyable  to  any 
doubt.  The  gentleman  who  managd  the  estates  is  still  very  ill,  and  and  in 
a  condition  not  likely  to  recover;  but  whether  he  lives. or  dyes  I  shall 
take  care  in  either  event  to  gett  such  an  account  from  him  or  his  executors 
as  your  Grace  would  see  of  the  neat  profits  during  his  collecting  of  the 
rents ;  in  the  mean  time  I  believe  your  Grace  need  not  be  in  much  haste  to 
make  your  proposal  to  Mr.  Thornhill,  since  I  am  of  opinion  there  are  few 
purchasers  who  will  buy  the  estates  out  of  your  hands  at  so  many  years 
purchase  as  by  the  particular  seems  to  be  peremptorily  fixd  upon  them  ;  but 
as  my  allowable  partiality  towards  my  friends  interests  should  not  make  me 
overlook  my  duty  to  my  neighbour,  so  I  must  at  the  same  time  do  him  the 
justice  to  say,  Depden  is  as  intire,  compact  and  well  conditiond  an  estate  as 
any  of  its  bigness  in  all  our  county.. — My  wife  and  daughter  think  themselves^ 
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extreamly  honourd  by  the  kind  inquiries  your  Grace  is  so  very  good  to  make 
after  them  ;  we  are  all  so  farr  worthy  of  them  as  to  joyn  in  our  warmest 
wishes  for  the  longest  continuance  of  your  Grace's  health  and  prosperity, 
wherein  your  Guardian  Augel's  sollicitude  for  every  circumstance  that 
concerns  your  perfect  happiness  can  never  exceed  the  constant,  zealous 
prayers  of,  Madam,  your  Grace's  most  obligd  &  most  obedient,  faithful 
humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1071.  To  ye  Rev,  Mr.  Charles  Ray.        London,  Jan,  31,  1737/8, 

As  you  know  I  have  always  wishd  you  well,  I  am 
glad  to  find  the  distempers  you  complain  of  have  taken  no  deeper  a  root 
than  to  lye  within  the  reach  of  a  line  or  two  from  me  to  be  cured  of  them, 
since  you  might  promise  your  self  (as  you  may  see  by  this)  a  speedy  remedy 
for  them.  The  other  part  of  what  you  desire  of  me  being  forgiveness,  I 
know  not  how  properly  to  tell  you  I  forgive,  since  I  know  no  fault  you  have 
ever  been  guilty  of  towards  me,  unless  in  suspecting  I  have  not  the  same 
good  opinion  of  you  I  ever  had  ;  but  as  jealousies  of  this  nature  generally 
arise  from  setting  a  more  than  ordinary  value  upon  the  thing  apprehended 
to  be  lost,  tis  easily  pardond,  especially  if  you  will  promise  to  discard  all 
such  unjust  notions  for  the  future,  which  I  hereby  assure  you  shall  make 
sufficient  amends  to  your  affectionate  friend,  Bristol. 

P.S.  I  sent  your  letter  to  Mr.  Jackson  under  a  frankd  cover  of  my  own. 
If  you  have  not  Epitaphium  Reginae  Carolinae  at  Norwich  tell  me,  and  I 
will  send  it  you,  as  it  is  a  performance  of  a  near  relation  of  mine.* 

1072.  To  William  Carter  Esq.  at  Redbourne  near  Lincoln. 

London,  March  13,  1737/8. 
Having  promisd  you  m  my  former  letter  to  ac- 
quaint you  as  soon  as  I  was  able  with  a  farther  state  of  the  matter  in  question 

•Lord  Hervey.     See  Letters  1068,  1074,  1075.— S.H.A.H. 
Vol.    III.  BB 
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between  me  and  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Lincoln  touching  my  right  to 
the  Vicaridge  of  Sleaford,  this  comes  to  let  you  know  that  I  have  this  day 
presented  Mr.  Seller  thereto,  and  that  the  Bishop  hath  accepted  thereof, 
notwithstanding  the  pretensions  which  were  sett  up  by  that  venerable  Body 
in  virtue  of  a  by-law  said  to  be  still  in  force  in  that  Church,  that  whenever 
the  Prebend's  stall  and  the  Vicaridge  shoud  happen  to  be  both  vacant  at 
the  same  time,  that  in  such  event  a  right  to  present  pro  hac  vice  accrud  to 
the  Dean  &  Chapter  ;  but  as  my  councill,  Serjeant  Prime,  knew  nothing  of 
any  such  law  which  could  prevail  against  my  title,  he  advisd  me  to  proceed 
upon  the  Quare  impedit,  and  to  get  judgement  signd  thereupon  ;  which  I 
should  certainly  have  done,  being  well  assurd  I  should  not  only  have 
ascertaind  my  title  thereby,  but  also  have  recoverd  damages  and  costs 
against  the  disturbers  of  it;  but  as  you  extenuated  Mr.  Branston's  part  in 
the  transaction  as  being  young  and  unwarily  indued  to  accept  of  the  Church's 
tortious  presentation,  and  as  you  have  thought  him  worthy  of  your  pat- 
ronage, I  shall  on  your  account  (not  his)  prosecute  my  suit  no  farther,  altho' 
I  must  observe  to  you  that  the  unmannerly  way  in  which  the  whole  was 
carryd  on  by  those  who  should  sett  better  examples  would  have  pro vokd 
any  man  to  have  usd  all  allowable  extremities,  had  it  not  happend  to  one 
who  will  on  all  occasions  be  glad  to  shew  how  much  he  is,  Sir,  your  obligd 
friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1073=        To  ye  Earl  of  Tankerville.  Ickworth,  Aprill  12,  1738. 

Being  informd  that  Richard  Forster  whom  I  had 
hired  for  a  year  as  a  footman  to  my  wife,  and  who  before  he  had  servd  a 
full  month  of  his  time  run  away  without  giving  her  or  me  any  notice,  hath 
since  lett  himself  to  your  Lordship,  I  am  very  sure,  had  your  Lordship 
known  in  how  very  rude  and  unjustifiable  a  manner  he  contrivd  to  quitt  my 
service,  your  Lordship  would  never  have  thought  of  taking  him  into  your 
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own,  and  I  conclude  as  your  Lordship  now  knows  he  is  still  my  servant, 
you  will  have  the  goodness  and  justice  to  discharge  him,  that  he  may  be 
proceeded  against  according  to  law  by  your  Lordships  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1074.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  April  26,  1738. 

Your  success  in  proselyteing  having  been  an- 
swerable to  that  art  of  perswasion  you  are  allowd  to  be  so  great  a  master 
of,  and  your  lodgings  lying  so  conveniently  for  the  introduction  of  your 
converts  when  made,  have  both  been  found  so  useful  that  I  begin  to  fear 
those  very  services,  which  ought  alone  to  plead  most  powerfully  for  your 
advancement  to  stations  much  more  significant  and  honourable  than  that 
they  have  kept  you  in  for  so  many  years,  will  at  last  be  turnd  into  an 
argument  for  continuing  you  where  you  are  ;  and  should  it  prove  so,  twill 
only  confirm  the  long  observation  and  experience  of  your  father,  that  Courts 
are  not  a  soil  productive  of  justice  or  gratitude.  If  the  D.  of  B.  should  be 
so  ill  advisd  as  to  follow  his  brother  minister's  contemptible  example,  the 
world  will  be  tempted  in  its  turn  to  allow  them  no  better  titles  hereafter 
than  Rabelais  formerly  bestowd  on  Chancellor  Poyet  and  Monthelon, 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  ;  .  .  .  . 

What  trust  in  such  can  any  King  repose, 
Who  ere  they  serve  him  all  their  value  lose  ? 

The  Duke  of  Queensborough's  accepting  of  an  office  inferior  to  those  he 
had  been  in,  and  for  which  too  his  brother  Cornbury  was  a  candidate,  is  so 
very  poor  a  piece  of  conduct  as  Vi^ill  gain  him  a  not  much  better  appellation 
than  the  other  deservedly  incurrd.  Surely  men  of  such  casts  of  mind  as 
these  occasiond  the  French  saying,  Que  je  sois  ofiicier  au  moins  d'unmoulin. 
A  certain  person's  laughing  so  immoderately  at  Lady  J — 's  publick  mis' 
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fortune  was  in  my  opinion  as  indifferent  a  mark  of  her  judgment  as  of  her 
good  nature,  since  she  ought  to  have  shewn  some  concern  at  least  lor  the 
credit  of  her  servant,  if  she  could  feel  none  for  the  dishonour  of  her  sex.— 
Have  you  found  time  to  write  a  line  to  Mr.  Ray,  thanking  hira  for  the  pains 
he  took  in  defending  your  Epitaph  on  the  Queen  against  the  critick  who 
endeavourd  to  find  faults  in  it  ?  Or  would  you  have  me  to  do  so  ?  If  the 
latter,  you  must  send  me  his  paper  which  I  left  with  you,  for  without  it  I 
know  not  what  to  say  to  him,  and  it  certainly  deserves  some  notice  should 
be  taken  of  it  by  you  or  me. 

1075.  To  ye  Revd,  Mr.  Ray.  Ickworth,  April  2g,  1738. 

I  left  your  kind  and  learned  performance  relating 
to  the  criticisms  publishd  on  Epitaphium  Reginse  Carolinae  with  Lord 
Hervey  before  I  came  from  London,  who  since  my  being  here  returnd  it  to 
me,  desiring  I  would  lett  you  know  he  thinks  himself  extreamly  obligd  to 
you  for  the  trouble  you  gave  your  self,  and  for  the  superior  skill  you  have 
shewn  on  his  behalf  against  his  and  your  antagonist ;  and  would  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  it  printed,  had  it  not  come  to  his  hands  so  long  after  the 
criticisms  were  publishd  ;  but  as  they  were  (as  you  have  throughly  shewn^ 
of  so  very  trifling  and  unsustainable  a  nature,  I  find  he  thinks  upon  the 
whole  it  will  be  better  to  lett  them  now  lye  at  peace  in  their  grave  than  to 
revive  the  memory  of  them  by  a  work  intended  only  friendlily  to  destroy 
their  efficacy.  However,  your  affectionate  concern  for  the  credit  of  my  son 
is  a  part,  I  can  assure  you,  will  never  be  fergotten  by  him  or  your  faithful 
friend,  Bristol. 

1076.  To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich.  Ickworth,  May  12,  1738. 

Altho'  your  Lordship  modestly  declines  owning 
any  farther  merit  in  my  son  Tom's  promotion  than  barely  the  share  your 
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good  wishes  might  have  had  in  it,  yet  I  cannot  believe  it  would  have  been 
bestowd  on  him  at  last  without  the  concurrence  of  your-  friendly  offices  in 
his  favour  with  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  I  must  therefore  think  him  and  myself 
very  much  obligd  to  your  Lordship  for  it ;  and  at  the  same  time  thank  you 
for  having  pitchd  upon  a  place  so  well  adapted  to  the  indolence  and 
inactivity  of  his  temper,  being,  as  you  call  it,  a  sort  of  sine  cure.  Had  he 
been  blessd  with  the  same  diligent,  improving  genius  of  his  elder  brother, 
what  might  not  his  excellent  natural  endowments  have  attaind  to  ?  But 
alass  !  what  a  vast  inequality  hath  their  different  dispositions  producd  ! 
The  present  sense  thereof  hath  not,  I  fear,  contributed  a  little  to  that  self- 
discontent  you  cannot  but  have  observd  in  your  unhappy  friend,  which  if 
your  Lordship  by  your  kind  and  wise  advice  could  but  gett  abated,  if  not 
quite  cured  in  him,  would  lay  a  fresh  obligation  on  your  Lordship's  faithful 
friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

My  wife  desires  me  to  return  her  compliments,  and  I  beg  mine  to  Mrs. 
Butts. 

1077.        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  May  20,  1738. 

Madam 

If  any  thing  coud  be  better  written  or  more  enter- 
taining than  the  book  you  sent  me,  it  must  be  the  obliging  letter  which 
accompanyd  it.  Your  observations  upon  it  are  all  so  just  that  they  have 
anticipated  every  remark  I  might  otherwise  have  made  on  it.  The  author, 
tho'  young,  having  had  so  experiencd  a  tutoress  as  Madam  de  Lursay, 
seems  to  be  a  thorough  adept  in  the  modern  practice  of  intriguing;  but  as 
that  is  so  very  different  from  the  truely  orthodox  manner  in  which  I 
constantly  paid  my  vertuous  vows  at  love's  altar,  I  must  rather  resolve  to 
incurr  the  character  (p.  102)  d'un  esprit  dur  et  peufait  pour  la  societe,  than 
to  approve  of  so  many  loose  principles  &  heretical  positions,  which  the 


206  LETTER-BOOKS    OF    JOHN    HERVEY, 

present  age  seemd  to  be  very  farr  trom  wanting  the  assistance  of  to  make  it 
worse  than  he  found  it.  The  very  best  news  I  have  heard  or  can  hear  from 
London  is  that  your  invaluable  lord  not  only  looks  very  well  but  was  so,  by 
his  own  confession  to  Mr.  Turner,  which  I  most  sincerely  thank  God  for,  as 
tis  something  wonderful  he  should  be  so  considering  his  close  attendance 
at  Court,  &  the  many  hours  he  must  necessarily  spend  in  reading  to  make 
himself  so  absolute  a  master  of  many  laborious  points  as  he  hath  kindly 
communicated  to  me  lately  for  my  amusement,  for  which  I  intend  to  thank 
him  by  the  return  of  your  hopeful  son,  which  will  be  much  sooner  than  I 
should  be  able  or  willing  to  part  with  him  but  for  his  own  good,  his 
happiness  &  thorough  improv^ement  being  the  cheif  object  of  the  present 
prayers  &  wishes  of  your  most  affectionate  father  &  faithful  servant,  Bristol. 
Lady  Bristol  desires  me  to  return  you  her  compliments. 

1078.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  May  25,  1738. 

Dear  Son 

The  elaborate  history  you  sent  me  of  the  several 
treaties  between  Spain  and  England  would  have  given  me  much  more 
pleasure,  had  it  not  shewn  me  you  must  necessarily  have  taken  more  pains 
in  compiling  it  than  I  am  always  afraid  your  health  can  well  allow  of,  con- 
sidering how  many  other  fatigueing  attendances  you  are  obligd  to  spend 
your  time  in.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  on  the  House  of  Lords  is  now  over, 
which  will  give  you  some  ease,  the'  your  insatiable  thirst  after  more  know- 
ledge is  such  that  even  the  usual  diversions  others  employ  their  leisure  in 
will  by  you  be  converted  into  some  sort  of  study  or  other,  which  is  a  course 
of  life  the  strongest  constitutions  could  never  bear;  and  when  yours  is  once 
worn  out,  what  will  all  your  acquisitions,  tho'  never  so  useful  or  ornamental, 
signify  ?  You  see  how  naturally  my  concern  for  your  welfare  will  gett  the 
start  of  every  other  consideration  in  my  mind,  and  so  hath  interrupted  what 
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I  was  going  to  say  on  the  Spanish  depredations,  which  tho'  the  case  may- 
have  been  as  you  state  it  as  to  reciprocal  injuries  done  and  sufFerd  between 
us,  yet  the  cruel  and  barbarous  treatment  of  our  seamen  was  a  sort  of 
grievance  unknown  among  Christians,  and  shews  not  only  their  inveterate 
hatred  but  the  most  insolent  contempt  of  us ;  and  should  that  article  alone 
pass  without  as  signal  satisfaction  given  for  it  as  the  nature  of  such  out- 
ragious  offences  loudly  call  for,  it  would  invite  fresh  affronts,  and  not  only 
so,  but  lett  the  world  as  well  as  our  own  people  see  that  notwithstanding  all 
the  vast  summes  they  have  raisd  for  the  maintaining  fleets  &  armies,  they 
now  want  protection  for  their  persons  and  remaining  properties.  Camden's 
excuse  for  Queen  Elizabeth  will  not  serve  now,  since  the  Union  has  barrd 
that  back  door,  beside  that  she  had  many  other  enemies  on  her  hands.  I 
cannot  therefore  see  why  we  need  imitate  her  temporizing,  conniving 
conduct,  which  most  men  must  think  we  have  practisd  too  long  already 
without  the  least  redress.  These  are  sentiments  perhaps  you'll  think  ought 
not  to  have  resulted  from  those  voluminous  dispatches  you  was  so  good  to 
send  me  on  this  subject,  for  which  I  thank  you  kindly.  Would  you  have 
them  again  ?  Say  so,  and  they  shall  be  returnd. — Altho'  I  think  the  rates 
mentiond  in  my  nephew  Meggot's  paper  make  the  taxes  on  private  education 
fall  as  heavy  as  those  of  the  publick,  yet  as  the  hopeful  bearer  possesses 
every  good  quality  that  can  encourage  me  to  spare  no  expence  in  making 
the  best  improvement  of  him,  so  all  I  shall  say  is.  Send  him  v/hen  &  where 
you  like  best,  &,  lett  it  cost  what  it  will,  the  money  shall  be  chearfully 
provided  by  your  most  aft'"ectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1079.        To  ye  Bishop  of  Norwich  on  his  promotion  to  ye  see  of  Ely. 

Ickvvorth,  May  31,  1738. 
The  kind  and  friendly  part  your  Lordship  has 
always  acted  on  every  occasion  wherein  my  interest  or  any  branch  of  my 
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family  hath  been  concernd,  justly  intitles  you  to  the  earliest  return  I  can 
make  you  of  my  sincere  congratulation  on  your  advancement  to  the  See  of 
Ely,  a  preferment  I  have  long  wishd  you,  not  only  for  its  intrinsick  value, 
but  as  it  hath  the  additional  one  of  bringing  your  Lordship  nearer  to  Ickvvorth, 
whose  owner,  tho'  he  knowingly  made  himself  useless  to  his  family  or 
friends  by  a  strict  adherence  to  principles  no  consideration  coud  ever  tempt 
him  to  swerve  from,  yet  hath  an  heir,  who,  could  any  help  have  been 
wanting  to  second  your  own  personal  merit,  I  know  was  ever  zealously  dis- 
posd  to  use  his  credit  in  your  favour,  so  naturally  does  he  inherit  those 
affectionate  inclinations  have  been  long  borne  you  by  your  old  frisnd  and 
faithful  servant,  Bristol. 

We  all  desire  you  would  make  our  compliments  to  Mrs.  Butts. 

1080.        To  ye  Earl  of  Tankerville.  Ickworth,  June  lo,  1738. 

I  gave  your  Lordship  the  trouble  of  a  letter  on 
the  1 2th  of  April  last  relating  to  Richard  Forster  my  wife  her  footman,  to 
which  I  can  make  no  doubt  of  your  Lordship's  having  favourd  me  with  an 
answer,  and  such  a  one  as  I  could  desire ;  but  as  none  hath  yet  come  to  my 
hands,  I  am  necessitated  to  give  your  Lordship  this  second  trouble,  to  beg 
you  would  let  me  know  what  the  purport  of  it  was  by  this  bearer  my 
servant,  who  will  take  care  to  transmit  it  with  more  safety  to  your  Lordship's 
most  obedient,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

108L        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  June  12,  1738. 

Dear  Son 

Finding  you  are  so  justly  touchd,  as  God  knows 
I  have  often  been,  with  the  distress  your  brother  Harry's  repeated  lollies 
and  extravagances  have  again  brought  him  and  his  family  into,  I  send  you 
a  copy  of  his  letter   to   me,  that  you  may  see  his  sole  resource   at  last 
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centers  in  your  natural  affection  and  that  great  credit  you  are  supposd 
to  have  at  Court,  and  which,  for  my  excuse,  you  must  observe  how  strongly 
I  am  importund  to  call  upon  you  to  exercise  in  his  favour.  It  mustbeownd 
he  hath  furnishd  you  with  but  few  and  slender  arguments  to  plead  in  his 
favour,  unless  the  hardships  he  too  often  mett  with  in  the  army,  by  putting 
younger  officers  and  many  of  them  not  so  well  born  or  more  deserving  over 
his  head,  will  be  considerd  and  allowd  of  as  all  the  world  has  long  thought 
it  should  have  been.  Or  may  you  not  modestly  enough  urge  the  zealous 
affection  he  so  early  discoverd  to  the  memory  of  that  truly  great  woman  and 
your  particular  friend  and  patroness,  (and  for  which  I  lovd  her  also,)  the 
late  Queen,  by  attempting,  and  not  without  success,  an  imitation  of  your 
Latin  epitaph  in  English  verse  ?  which  if  it  ever  was  in  Princess  Caroline's 
hands,  I  know  by  your  character  of  her  would  have  made  some  generous 
use  of  it  for  his  service.  As  I  very  much  disapprovd  of  his  commencing  a 
Chancery  suite,  knowing  the  certain  expence  and  uncertain  success 
attending  one,  there  was  no  argument  I  did  not  timely  make  use  of  to 
disuade  his  bringing  of  it ;  but  tho'  he  condescended  to  ask  my  advice, 
he  servd  me  in  that  just  as  he  did  in  his  marriage,  which  was  to  run  imme- 
diately directly  counter  to  it.  How  farr  the  decree  of  reversal  may  be 
arraignable  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  determine,  not  knowing  what  rules  of 
law  or  equity  the  three  assistant  judges  went  upon  in  their  arguments  irom 
the  Bench  ;  but  I  am  very  sure  the  unusual  length  of  time  taken  to  consider 
of  and  pronounce  it  is  a  piece  of  practice  will  make  all  suitors  in  equity 
dread  the  dilatory  proceedings  of  that  arbitrary  variable  tribunal.  Being 
so  throughly  well  acquainted  with  the  excellence  of  your  good  nature  as  I 
am,  it  woud  be  doing  much  injury  to  it  to  imagine  you  need  any  farther 
incentives  to  do  all  in  your  power  for  a  poor,  unhappy,  unthinking 
brother. 

Vol.  HI.        cc 
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1082.        To  ye  Earl  of  Tankerville.  Ickworth,  June  17,  1738. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  your  Lordship  wants  any  better 
reasons  than  those  already  given,  why  you  shoud  part  with  Foster  my 
servant;  but  since  you  do  so,  I  know  of  none  more  unanswerable  than  a 
true  state  of  ye  case  will  afford  you,  which  is  as  follows.  On  the  first  day 
of  March  last  I  hired  him  to  serve  as  a  footman  to  my  wife  at  ^7  per  annum 
wages,  a  livery  etc.,  who  before  he  was  hired  told  her  he  was  very  desirous 
of  serving  her,  &  for  about  a  fortnight  behaved  himself  very  well,  till 
hearing  your  Lordship  gave  constant  board  wages,  &  going  after  your 
place,  he  began  to  neglect  her  service,  keeping  out  of  the  way  several  hours 
in  a  morning  for  some  days,  when  she  most  wanted  him  ;  for  which  being 
only  blamd  in  a  very  mild  &  civil  manner  by  her  woman,  he  thought  fitt 
to  put  on  his  own  cloaths,  requiring  to  be  dischargd  imediately  without 
giving  any  other  or  further  warning ;  whereupon  I  sent  for  a  constable, 
who  carryd  him  before  Justice  Margate,  who  having  heard  the  case  made 
his  mittimus  in  order  to  send  him  to  the  House  of  Correction ;  but  keeping 
him  still  in  custody  sent  me  a  message  by  my  valet  de  chambre  signifying 
that  he  found  Foster  very  sorry  for  what  he  had  done,  &  that  if  I  woud 
forgive  him  he  woud  beg  my  pardon  for  what  had  passd,  &  woud  promise 
to  behave  better  for  ye  future  ;  whereupon  I  consented  to  his  being  released 
on  those  conditions,  who  then  came  it's  true,  &begd  &  promisd  accordingly  ; 
but  the  very  next  day  at  night  he  knockd  at  my  door,  and  my  porter 
opening  of  it  Foster  threw  his  livery  into  ye  hall  saying,  There  are  my 
Lord's  cloaths,  &  I  will  never  come  into  ye  house  again,  running  away 
imediately.  Upon  finding  him  so  much  alterd  in  doing  his  duty  as  he  had 
done  for  the  first  fortnight,  I  enquired  in  my  family  what  coud  be  ye  reason 
of  it,  &  was  told  he  had  been  often  at  your  Lordship's  house,  &  was 
supposd  to  be  in  treaty  with  your  steward  about  your  Lordship's  place ; 
whereupon  I  sent  my  said  servant  to  him  to  know  the  truth,  who  ownd  to 
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him  he  had  been  treating  for  ye  place,  &  believd  he  woud  have  it ;  but  my 
servant  assuring  him  from  me  that  he  was  still  my  hired  servant,  your 
steward  answerd  he  woud  be  sure  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  with  it ;  after 
which  your  steward  coming  to  me  I  personally  assured  him  Foster  was  still 
my  hired  servant,  &  that  as  he  was  so,  I  hoped  your  Lordship  woud  not 
think  of  entertaining  him.  Now  here  I  must  observe,  if  your  steward  never 
told  your  Lordship  this  from  me,  he  was  very  much  to  blame ;  &  if  he  did, 
I  cannot  but  think  your  Lordship  acted  on  this  occasion  in  such  a  manner 
towards  me  as  I  coud  never  have  sufferd  my  self  for  any  consideration  to 
have  done  by  you,  &  therefore  will  flatter  my  self  that  now  you  are  so  fully 
apprisd  of  every  circumstance  relating  to  this  fellow's  very  rude  &  inex- 
cusable behaviour  towards  me  &  my  wife  in  this  unprecedented  transaction, 
&  also  seeing  the  clear  &  incontestible  title  I  have  to  his  service  for  the 
remainder  of  the  time  I  hired  him  for,  that  your  Lordship  will  be  so  just  to 
dismiss  him  from  your  service,  that  he  may  perform  that  which  is  legally 
due  to  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

1083.        To  my  son  Henry.  Ickworth,  June  21,  1738. 

The  fresh  account  you  have  again  sent  me  of  the 
desperate  posture  your  affairs  are  brought  to  by  the  inexcusable  folly  of  your 
wife's  and  your  living  in  London,  I  cannot  say  did  much  surprise  me,  since 
you  know  I  foresaw  and  told  you  that  house-rent,  chair  and  coachhire  would 
alone  eat  into  much  more  of  your  revenue  than  it  could  possibly  afford  for 
such  extraordinary  and  in  any  other  abode  unnecessary  articles  of  expence  ; 
tho'  I  must  own  I  little  expected  to  hear  of  any  seizures  or  confinement  so 
very  soon  after  all  the  money  which  I  have  been  told  came  in  upon  that 
however  ill-judgd,  depreciating  project  to  yourself  &  family  of  your  poetical 
subscriptions.     Then  as  to  your  law-suit,   (which  you  must   remember  I 
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disswaded  the  commencing  of  as  farr  as  I  was  able,)  suppose  it  had  suc- 
ceeded, (which  you  know  too  I  was  in  my  own  opinion  very  doubtful  of,) 
your  wife's  whole  fortune  could  never  have  yielded  an  interest  sufficient  to 
inable  ye  to  have  livd  on  in  London.  Untill  therefore  I  can  see  ye  will 
both  be  wise  enough  immediately  to  resolve  on  putting  off  your  London 
house,  and  think  of  removing  your  family  into  some  cheap  country,  I  do  not 
see  that  were  that  done  which  you  desire  I  would  recommend  to  your  brother, 
it  could  either  extricate  ye  out  of  your  present  difficulties,  or  long  prevent 
the  return  (which  have  much  too  often  happend)  of  future  ones.  This  is  a 
preliminary  so  absolutely  necessary,  that  I  must  insist  on  it  before  I  can 
with  any  tolerable  heart  or  hope  go  about  pressing  your  brother  to  move  a 
third  suite  in  your  favour,  when  two  of  your  other  brothers  have  been  so 
lately  provided  for;  and  besides,  not  to  flatter  or  deceive  you,  I  much  fear 
whether  any  petition  for  your  farther  preferment  in  the  army  would  just  now 
be  answerd,  after  your  known  neglect  of  duty  since  your  last  promotion; 
therefore  some  civil  employment  must  be  found  out  and  askd  by  your 
brother  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  for  you,  which  in  that  case  I  will  warmly 
sollicit  Lord  Hervey  for,  who  I  know  by  a  late  letter  is  truely  and  most 
affectionately  concernd  for  the  unfortunate  scituation  of  your  present  cir- 
cumstances. Your  settling  your  family  in  some  cheap  country  being  the 
sole  expedient  remaining  to  keep  your  expences  within  your  income,  I  must 
and  do  make  it  the  conditio  sine  qua  non  of  applying  to  your  brother, 
knowing  all  other  schemes  will  serve  only  to  bring  your  affairs  into  the 
same  woeful  state  again  in  some  little  time,  which  I  am  amazd  to  think  how 
people  of  common  sense  or  prudence,  who  had  once  felt  all  the  uneasy  nesses 
beside  the  discredit  of  owing  more  than  they  have  to  pay,  can  on  any 
consideration  whatsoever  suffer  themselves  to  live  on  in  such  a  way  as  must 
end  in  ruin  to  them  and  their  children.  This  being  the  result  of  m.y  best 
thoughts  lor  your  future  ease  and  quiet,  both  which  have  been  so  long  and 
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often  disturbd  for  want  of  good  seconomy,   that  I  will  not  doubt  of  your 
ready  compliance  with  your  still  affectionate  father. 

P.S. — As  your  regiment  is  orderd  for  Scotland,  can  you  do  better  than 
settle  your  wife  &  child  by  the  way  to  board  with  her  sister  Clutten  ? 

1034.        To  ye  Earl  of  Tankerville.  Ickworth,  July  3,  1738. 

Had  not  Foster's  rascally  behaviour  towards  me 
and  my  wife  (who  hath  yet  taken  no  other  footman  in  his  room)  been  of  so 
very  insolent  and  provoking  a  kind  as  no  master  ought  to  bear  with,  I  should 
never  have  thought  of  giving  your  Lordship  or  my  self  so  much  trouble 
about  so  worthless  a  fellow  ;  but  as  it  is  every  gentleman's  interest  to  have 
such  notorious  instances  of  saucyness  meet  with  that  treatment  they  justly 
deserve,  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  not  think  it  wrong  in  me  to  insist  on  his 
being  dischargd  from  your  Lordship's  service,  as  I  am  determind  to  do 
wherever  else  he  may  seek  for  shelter,  till  he  has  first  askd  pardon  for  what 
is  passd,  and  submitted  himself  to  serve  his  time  with  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  servant  Bristol. 

1085.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  3,  1738. 

Dear  Son 

Tis  so  very  natural  for  an  oppressd  mind  to  be 
unlading  some  of  its  burden  where  it  thinks  it  self  sure  of  meeting  with  a 
sympathizing  heart,  that  tho'  I  lovd  my  dear  father  farr  better  than  I  did 
any  other  body  after  the  death  of  my  dearer  wife,  yet  I  remember  I  could 
not  refrain  from  pouring  part  of  my  overflowing  grief  on  that  sad  accident 
into  his  soul,  tho'  I  was  afraid  his  shareing  in  it  could  little  alleviate  the 
sorrows  of  my  own.  You  cannot  therefore  blame  your  self  for  your 
spleenatick  letter  without  condemning  my  own  practice  at  the  same  time. 
Judge  then  if  it  be  possible  for  me  ever  to  hear  of  any  uneasynesses  of 
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yours  with  indifference,  when  even  mine  were  sensibly  felt  by  a  father,  who 
had  not  near  so  much  reason  to  love  me  as  you  have  abundantly  supplyd  me 
with  to  value  you  much  above  all  the  other  blessings  Providence  hath  so 
wonderfully  bestowd  upon  me.  If  you  find  your  self  easd  by  communica- 
tion, spare  me  not. — I  herewith  send  you  a  bill  for  your  six  months  interest 
money  due  the  17th  of  last  month.  As  to  the  ;^20oo  I  was  to  pay,  when 
you  are  to  advance  the  other  ^loooo  on  Lord  Chancellor's  assignment  of 
my  mortgage,  I  believe  I  shall  have  my  part  ready  by  the  20th  of  August 
next,  when  the  six  months  notice  will  be  compleated.  Unless  you  could 
contrive  (which  I  fear  is  impossible]  that  the  pleasure  I  always  have  in 
seeing  vou  may  continue  long  enough  to  compensate  for  the  pain  I  feel  in 
parting  from  you,  and  that  you  could  order  an  interview  without  the  least 
inconvenience  to  your  self,  which  I  also  foresee  will  be  almost  impracticable, 
I  had  rather  undergo  a  painful  piece  of  self-denyal  than  purchase  a  short- 
livd  satisfaction  at  the  price  of  your  ease  and  my  own  regret,  which  remains 
longer  upon  me  than  you  shall  know  or  can  imagine. 

1086.        To  my  son  Henry.  Ickworth,  July  4,  1738. 

Law  being  properly  stild  a  state  of  war,  and  the 
decisive  battle  having  gone  against  you,  I  am  very  doubtful  whether  any 
quarter  can  reasonably  be  hopd  for  by  offering  to  capitulate  with  an  incensd 
enemy,  whose  nature  you  have  tryd  and  found  to  be  an  utter  stranger  to 
every  sentiment  of  generosity,  justice  or  humanity.  However,  if  you  think 
any  good  can  be  expected  from  writing  to  her,  I  think  such  a  letter  as  you 
sent  me  the  draught  of  may  be  proper  enough  ;  but  I  would  have  you  not 
only  on  this  but  every  future  occasion  advise  with  Lord  Hervey  before  you 
send  it,  who  all  the  world  allows  is  very  able,  and  I  know  to  be  most  willing, 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  assist  and  make  you  easier,  provided  you 
can  resolve  (which  it  is  high  time  for  you  now  to  do)  by  a  steady  uniform 
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conduct  in  your  military  as  well  as  family  affairs  to  second  his  endeavours 
to  serve  you,  so  that  the  King  may  forget  your  past  neglects  and  omissions 
in  the  one,  and  that  your  brother  and  I  may  see  at  last  that  we  are  not  still 
labouring  at  that  insuperable  task  of  washing  the  ^thiop.     Bristol. 

1087.        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickvvorth,  July  29,  1738. 

Those  who  can  write  so  very  entertainingly  on  all 
sorts  of  subjects  as  dear  Lady  Hervey  is  known  to  do,  need  study  no  excuses 
to  their  correspondents  but  such  as  are  apologies  for  not  writing  oftner, 
when  she  has  once  given  them  a  taste  of  the  uncommon  beauties  they  are 
always  full  of.  The  affectionate  account  you  sent  me  of  my  son's  polite 
reception  of  the  company  you  honourd  him  with  on  board  the  Worcester 
gave  me  great  satisfaction.  I  make  no  doubt  my  boy  would  do  his  duty 
too  quite  as  well,  was  he  once  orderd  to  make  reprisals  on  the  rapacious 
Spaniards  for  the  many  depredations  committed  with  such  unheard  of 
cruelties  on  his  too  long-suffering  coutrymen.  In  such  a  cause  how  natural 
is  it  for  every  Englishman  to  think  and  say  with  Cato,  What  pity  tis  that 
we  can  dye  but  once  to  serve  our  country !  The  great  encomiums  you  bestow 
on  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  wood  makes  me  not  a  little  jealous  of  your 
liking  it  so  well  as  to  make  you  forget  poor  Gloomy-grove,  which  tho'  it 
hath  nothing  (like  its  forsaken  neighbours,  Belvidere  meadow  and  the 
surrounding  lawns,)  but  naked  nature  to  recommend  them,  yet  I  can 
imagine  few,  if  any,  things  of  their  kind  more  agreeably  beautiful  than 
they  ail  seemd  to  me,  whenever  your  presence  adornd  the  scene,  an 
advantage  I  now  find  so  necessary  to  the  support  of  their  pristine  pride 
and  glory,  that  without  it  they  can  scarce  continue  to  give  any  pleasure 
to  their  once  much  more  enaraourd  owner  and  your  most  affectionate  friend 
&  faithful  servant,  Bristol. 
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1088.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Aug.  12,  1738. 

....  If  you  do  not  think  our  family  interest  at 
Bury  worth  perserving,  after  all  the  care  and  pains  it  hath  cost  me  ta 
establish  it  on  a  more  lasting  and  honourable  foundation  than  most  others 
stand  on,  and  tho'  things  of  that  sort  are  become  necessary  appurtenances 
to  make  the  future  owners  of  this  place  of  some  signification,  tell  me  so, 
and  I  shall  readily  give  my  self  the  ease  I  want  of  taking  no  more  trouble 
about  it ;  but  if  you  do,  the  world  hath  been  long  taught  by  many  fatal 
examples  to  be  too  self-interested  to  serve  us  on  without  letting  our  friends 
there  see  we  are  willing  at  least  on  all  occasions  to  oblige  them  in  our  turn ;. 
and  as  in  the  present  case  the  Duke  of  Grafton  had  ownd  himself  to  be 
Allen's  principal  debtor,  having  often  promisd  to  serve  him  but  never  yet 
performd  it,  and  you  was  only  desird  to  appear  as  a  collateral  assistant  to 
his  Grace  and  the  two  burgesses,  whose  proper  province  it  doubtless  is  to 
sollicit  all  such  matters.  Sir  R.W.  cannot  reasonably  place  so  small  a  share 
as  you  need  to  take  in  this  affair  to  your  account,  or  if  such  necessary 
applications  will  at  all  wear  out  your  interest  in  him,  it  still  holds  by  a 
much  slenderer  tenure  than  your  many  long  and  signal  services  ought  to 
have  purchasd  in  him  for  you  and  yours. — The  petition  with  his  plea 
annexd,  which  your  ingenious  son  drew  up  and  sent  me  in  order  to  obtain 
my  consent  for  his  going  into  the  army,  was  really  so  well  considerd  and 
inforcd  with  every  argument  that  could  be  thought  of  to  support  his  request,, 
that  I  must  own  I  was  once  strongly  tempted  to  suspect  he  must  have  had 
some  able  help  in  composing  both  the  letters  he  wrote  to  me  on  that  un- 
grateful subject ;  but  since  his  being  here  he  hath  solemnly  assurd  me  they 
were  all  his  own,  and  the  more  credit  I  give  him  the  less  would  I  have  him 
throw  away  so  many  hopeful  qualities  as  he  is  endowd  with  in  a  profession 
justly  deemd  by  every  sensible  honest  Englishman,  not  only  to  be  dangerous 
at  present^  but  which,  if  much   longer  continued,    (under  any  fallacious. 
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pretences  whatsoever,)  must  and  will  prove  as  destructive  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country  as  mercenary  armies  have  ever  been  in  all  others,  where  they 
have  been  sufferd  for  any  time.  And  in  the  interim,  what  an  odious  figure 
must  any  man  make  in  this  nation,  who  with  ^^loooo  per  annum  must  be 
voting  every  year  for  that  which  will  make  not  only  his  estate  but  liberty 
precarious  ;  or  else  let  his  capacity  or  services  in  warr  have  been  never  so 
great,  should  he  not  servily  concurr  in  every  measure  his  master  or  a 
minister  shall  dictate,  must  expect  Lord  Cobham's  treatment.  What  an 
unhappy  dilemma  then  would  such  a  trade  of  blood  and  rapine  reduce  our 
dear  boy  to,  could  we  be  so  overseen  as  to  think  of  binding  him  out  to  it ! 

1089.  To  Mrs.  Henrietta  Howard.  Ickworth,  Aug.  20,  1738. 

Had  I  been  told  anything  which  had  been  said 
so  much  to  your  disadvantage  as  what  you  thought  fit  to  acquaint  the  whole 
company  with  at  Dr.  Symonds's  was  to  mine,  even  that  very  little  under- 
standing I  find  some  people  can  hardly  allow  me  would  have  reserved  the 
communication  of  it  to  a  more  proper  opportunity  ;  but  since  you  have 
made  it  so  publick,  I  must  insist  upon  knowing  who  your  informant  was,  or 
whether  they  will  make  good  or  retract  their  evidence,  that  I  may  know 
how  to  govern  my  conduct  towards  Colonel  Norton  accordingly.  I  intended 
to  have  seen  you  soon  for  a  farther  eclaircissraent  on  this  affair,  had  you  not 
given  this  opportunity  to  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1090.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Aug.  24,  1738. 

The  comical  characters  you  sent  me  of  the  C. 
Councel  might  have  entertaind  any  mind  less  anxious  than  your  father's 
has  ever  been  for  the  safety  &  prosperity  of  his  country  ;  but  as  its  present 
state  so  nearly  resembles  that  of  Jerusalem,  when  the  Prophet  bewaild  the 
forlorn  condition  of  that  people,  that  there  were  scarce  any  fit  to  guide  her 

Vol.  III.  DD 


2i8  LETTER-BOOKS    OF    JOHN    HERVEY, 

among  all  the  sons  (I  now  except  my  own)  whom  she  hath  brought  forth 
etc.,  the  farce-like  scene  suggested  to  me  so  many  melancholly  thoughts  as 
really  quite  orewhelmd  me,  to  think  that  at  this  critical  conjuncture,  when 
the  fate  of  so  free,  so  brave,  so  opulent,  &  (as  we  once  were)  so  virtuous  & 
honest  a  people,  should  depend  on  the  wisdom  of  a  Council  compounded  of 
so  many  ignorant  individuals,  who,  were  their  abilities  even  as  great  as  they 
ought  to  be,  must  yet  swallow  without  chewing  the  arbitrary  dictates  of  a 
man,  who  instead  of  carefully  considering  &  honestly  directing  what  woud 
be  best  for  the  publick  interest,  calculates  only  what  will  most  tend  to 
secure  the  perpetuity  of  his  own  ill-purchasd  power.  Neither  is  this  the 
worst  of  our  present  threatening  circumstances  ;  for  let  the  measures 
advised  be  ever  so  absurd,  or  their  consequences  prove  ever  so  fatal,  we 
shall  be  sure  to  see  them  (like  all  other  past  blunders)  not  only  excusd  but 
justified  by  those  very  powers  appointed  by  our  constitution  to  prosecute  & 
punish  ye  authors  of  them  ;  so  that  now,  if  matters  can  be  but  speciously 
represented  and  artfully  palliated  in  one  certain  place,  things  will  proceed 
from  bad  to  worse  till  inevitable  destruction  overtakes  us.  If  this  be  true  in 
fact,  as  you  know  &  therefore  must  admit,  what  a  silly  system  of  government 
is  our  boasted  constitution  brought  to !  But  shall  a  poor  rogue  suffer  death 
for  only  diminishing  a  sixpenny  peice,  &  shall  the  much  more  treasonable 
crime  of  melting  down  the  three  estates  into  one  by  a  rich  &  powerfuU  one 
be  done  with  impunity  ? 

Committunt  multi  diverse  crimina  fate  ; 

lUe  crucem  sceleris  pretium  tulit,  hie  diadema. 

I  woud  not  have  said  thus  much  but  that  I  find  the  military  mode  so 
lately  introduced  &  encouragd  of  piutting  the  young  heads  of  our  best 
familys  into  the  army  smells  so  rank  of  a  design  to  entail  one  upon  us  for 
ever  (&  then  adieu  to  sweet  liberty)  that  I  cannot  forgive  him,  who  tis  plain 
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can  prevent  as  well  as  bring  about  all  other  things,  for  not  discouraging 
instead  of  promoting  so  dangerous  a  practice,  as  discovers  so  cloven  a  foot 
as  must  &  will  afifright  6c  discontent  every  thoughtfuU  honest  man  in 
Britain.  Servitus  crescit  nova.-^I  am  to  thank  you  for  supplying  what  was 
wanting  to  make  up  my  part  of  the  money  due  to  Lord  Chancellor,  which,^ 
if  I  live,  shall  be  repaid  you  with  interest,  &  if  I  dye,  shall  leave  you 
wherewithall  amply  to  satisfy  yourself.  My  heart  is  too  full  at  parting  with 
our  most  dear  &  valuable  boy  (who  very  likely  I  may  never  see  again)  to 
say  any  more,  (altho'  I  coud  expatiate  without  end  in  his  praises,)  than  to 
repeat  what  I  have  often  told  you,  that  whatever  establishment  or  allowance 
you  shall  think  necessary  for  his  thorough  improvement  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  furnishd  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  by  your  most  affectionate 
father. 

1091.        To  ye  Revd.  Dr.  Denne.  Ickworth,  Oct.  g,  1738. 

I  am  favourd  with  yours  of  the  3d  instant,  by 
which  I  am  sorry  to  find  you  had  given  your  self  the  trouble  of  calling 
twice  upon  me  without  having  an  opportunity  of  dispatching  the  business 
you  came  about,  which  I  do  assure  you  was  wholly  owing  to  my  porter's 
negligence,  since  had  I  known  of  your  having  been  once  at  my  door,  I 
should  have  written  or  sent  to  you,  appointing  some  certain  time  for  the 
payment  of  the  Church-rent,  having  never  yet  lett  any  one  call  more  than 
once  upon  me  on  such  occasions.  I  shall  be  in  London  at  the  sitting  of  the 
Parliament,  when  I  will  not  faile  to  discharge  whatever  shall  be  then  due  ; 
but  in  case  you  would  receive  it  sooner,  send  me  the  state  of  the  account, 
and  I  will  order  my  banker  to  pay  it.  I  think  myself  very  much  obligd  to 
you  for  your  kind  wishes  concerning  the  re-establishment  of  my  health,  the 
return  whereof  would  prove  doubly  welcome  to  me,  could  I  live  to  do  my 
country    or    friends  any    sort    of  service ;    among  the    latter    you    shall 
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henceforth  be  numbred  as  you  ought  to  ba  by,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 
Bristol. 

1092.  To  Lord  Her vey.  Oct.  19,  1738. 

Dear  Son 

Had  I  not  sent  for  and  read  last  night  before  I 

went  to  bed  the  melancholy  account  your  letter  gave  me  of  your  sell  &  son, 

I  might  have  found  some  rest  there,  but  as  it  was,  found  none,  nor  shall  feel 

any  till  I  can  hear  ye  are  both  better,  which  I  humbly  hope  and  trust  in 

God's  infinite  goodness  towards  me  (which  hath  never  yet  faild  me  when  in 

distress)  will  come  to  pass ;  in  that  firm  confidence  I  can  and  will  wait  those 

blessd  events  with  that  due  resignation  to  the  divine  will,  which  hath  not 

only  been  professd  but  most  religiously  practisd  by  your  most  affectionate 

father,  Bristol. 

P.S. — I  make  no  doubt  of  your  having  orderd  his  governour  not  to  think  of 

proceeding  on  his  journey  till  he  is  perfectly  recoverd. 

1093.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Oct.  21,  1738. 

Dear  George's  letter  having  relievd  me  from  a 
state  of  the  deepest  anxiety  of  mind,  &  knowing  how  very  great  yours  must 
be  during  the  uneasy  suspension  you  must  be  under  till  you  could  receive  a 
better  account  of  him  than  that  you  sent  me,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  it,  that 
we  may  both  joyn  in  giving  God  our  devoutest  thanks  for  his  recovery.  I 
desire  you  would  let  Lady  Hervey  have  the  good  news  as  soon  as  possible, 
concluding  her  concern  must  be  as  great  at  least  as  cmr  own.  I  will  give 
myself  the  ease  of  thinking  your  order  to  Mr.  Peyrol  arrivd  time  enough  to 
prevent  their  setting  out  from  Paris  so  soon  as  dear  George  mentions ;  since 
any  return  of  his  fever  on  the  road  might  prove  of  fatal  consequence  to  our 
family,  which  I  am  not  a  little  pleasd  to  hear  you  mention  so  true  a  concern 
for  as  almost  equals  that  of  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 
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Your  mother  intends  to  be  at  London  on  Thursday  next,  tho'  not  very 
fitt  for  such  a  journey. 

1094.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Oct.  2^,  1738. 

Dear  Son 

Your  health  &  ease  being  become  necessary  to 

my  own,  I  could  not  imagine  it  could  tend  to  the  increase  of  either  for  me 

to  make  such  descants  on  many  publick  points  as  are  allowd  by  most  men 

of  judgment  &  honesty  to  be  wholly  indefensible  ;    but  since  you  seem  to  be 

so  philosophically  prepard  to  receive  my  thoughts  upon  any  of  them,  and 

that  I  am  under  no  small  concern  lest  as  you  are  supposd  to  have  some 

share  in  our  present  counsels,  that  you  may  live  to  be  questiond  hereafter 

by  the  shifting  and  prevalence  of  party-power  for  having  advisd  them,  I 

will  by  this  opportunity  acquaint  you  with  several  particulars  I  cannot  but 

think  very  wrong. — The  first   then   is   the   tedious,   trifling  &   ineffectual 

negociations  so  long  carryed  on  upon  the  Spanish  depredations,  which  are 

unprecedented  in  history  between  any  two  nations  not  in  actual  warr  with 

each  other ;  and  our  long-suffering  patience  under  them  hath  only  servd  to 

invite  fresh  losses  &  affronts,  and  to  make  our  neighbours  think  as  meanly 

of  our  strength  &  policy  as  all  Europe  now  does  of  his  Imperial  Majesty's. — 

So  numerous  a  standing-army  you  know  was  always  a  capital  objection 

with  me  to  the  wisdom  or  honesty  of  our  Ministers'  measures  ever  since 

this  family  came  to  the  Crown  ;   the  extraordinary  expence  they  are  kept 

up  at  as  they  have  been  hitherto  modelld,  and  the  dangerous  influences  of 

so  many  officers  in  Parliament,  are  two  points  fairly  given  up  by  your  self; 

but  to  these  must  be  added  the  fatal  examples  of  the  licentious  lives  of  the 

soldiers,  who  have  corrupted  the  morals  of  our  people  to  that  degree,  that 

we  now  hear  of  more  murders,  robberies  and  sodomitical  practices  in  a 

month  than  since  I  knew  the  world  were  heard  of  in  many  years. — The 

inviting  or  but  suffering  the  French  comedians  to  come  over,  so  soon  after 
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an  Act  had  passd,  to  send  so  many  better  of  our  own  astarving,  was  as 
weak  as  twas  unpopular;  and  whatever  is  so  must  be  impolitick,  since  so 
many  other  tokens  have  been  given  of  the  total  disregard  paid  to  the 
interests  or  affections  of  the  people,  which  is  at  length  so  universally  seen 
and  understood,  that  tis  no  wonder  we  daily  hear  of  so  many  riots,  not  only 
in  the  Hay-market  and  Drury  Lane,  but  at  Edinburgh,  and  among  the 
colliers  in  the  North,  and  the  clothiers  and  cutters  down  of  turnpikes  in  the 
West,  with  your  London  ginn-mobbs  etc,  which  too  plainly  shews  how 
tindery  a  temper  the  late  measures  have  brought  the  kingdom  to,  that 
every  little  spark  is  sufficient  to  kindle  it  into  a  flame,  which  I  see  so  little 
care  taken  to  prevent,  that  it  woud  almost  tempt  the  most  charitable 
observer  to  suspect  they  are  permitted  to  proceed  with  a  view  to  strengthen 
the  arguments  in  favour  of  so  many  standing  troops,  or  to  drive  people  out 
of  their  loyalty,  to  make  the  worst  of  uses  of  them. — There  is  another 
thing,  which  tho'  not  of  so  national  importance  as  the  rest,  yet  gives  me  as 
vast  an  uneasiness  as  if  it  was  ;  and  that  is  those  dining  parties  you 
mention,  where  the  jealousy  of  rival  Queens  may  so  transport  them  to  gett 
ridd  of  each  other,  as  Roxana  did  by  poor  Statira,  or  as  one  of  them  was 
shrewdly  suspected  to  have  dispatchd  the  fair  Mackenzy.  I  hope  therefore, 
whenever  you  go  among  them,  tis  to  eat  your  own  pudding  and  drink  your 
dog  &  duck  water  only  ;  or  if  you  venture  to  taste  anything  beyond  them, 
that  you  are  well  stord  with  the  most  approvd  Alexipharmicks  of  all 
kinds. — I  could  add  many  more,  but  tis  past  my  bed-time,  and  as  I  find 
you  bear  these  will  send  or  suppress  the  rest. 

1095.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  lo,  1738. 

I  have  in  the  first  place,  as  I  ought,  with  a  most 
devout  &  grateful  heart  thankd  God  for  his  merciful  goodness  to  us  all, 
that  your  most  valuable  health  (as  by  your  own  confession)  mends  every 
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day ;  and  in  the  next  that  our  dear  boy  George's  was  enough  recoverd  to  be 
got  well  to  Lyons,  for  which  welcome  news  I  thank  you  also.  I  dont  at  all 
wonder  that  your  sensations  for  his  safety  should  grow  fuller  of  anxiety  as 
his  uncommon  merit  daily  increases,  especially  since  you  acknowledge  you 
now  not  only  feel  a  personal  but  family  concern  lor  him,  knowing  of  what 
vast  consequence  an  heir  of  so  wise  &  happy  a  disposition  as  he  is  blessd 
with  throughout  must  be  of  to  the  prosperity  of  our  own.  He  seems  so 
well  sett  to  hitt  the  golden  mean  he  mentions,  that  I  shall  think  myself  very 
safe  in  his  prudence  as  to  his  expences  abroad,  which  I  hope  you  will  order 
him  to  transmit  a  quarterly  or  half  yearly  account  of  to  you,  and  I  shall 
take  care,  if  I  live,  to  reimburse  you  from  time  to  time  whatever  shall  be 
found  necessary  for  his  education  &  improvement  in  all  things,  I  cannot 
help  observing  from  his  letter  to  you  that  if  you,  sent  Mr.  Peyrol  with  him 
as  a  governour,  that  the  controuling  authority  vested  in  him  would  have 
been  much  more  properly  lodgd  in  the  pupil. — Your  brother  Harry's  endless 
extravagancies  &  repeated  forfeitures  of  his  honour  in  all  the  solemn 
promises  he  hath  so  often  made  me  that  he  would  never  game  again  for  a 
groat,  or  ever  run  in  debt  for  a  farthing,  has  at  last  left  me  no  other  concern 
about  him,  or  his  wise  meet  help  in  bringing  all  this  new  load  of  debts  upon 
him,  that  she  might  be  in  the  fashion  &  have  her  London  house  to  live  in  as 
well  as  others,  but  in  hearing  how  much  trouble  his  new  sett  of  creditors 
have  given  you,  which  you  may  very  justifiably  rid  yourself  of  by  declaring, 
as  I  peremptorily  do,  that  they  may  proceed  against  him  as  they  think  fitt ; 
for  that  I  am  absolutely  determind  not  to  go  to  goal  in  the  place  of  one  who 
has  so  long  &  often  shewn  to  all  his  friends  that  he  is  fitt  to  live  nowhere  else. 

1096.        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  27,  1738. 

Madam 

I  flatter  my  self  you  have  known  me  long  enough 

to  give  me  credit  when  I  seriously  assure  you,  I  should  not  have  faild  in 
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doing  my  self  the  pleasure  of  corresponding  with  you  at  Bath  but  that  I 
knew  your  usual  politeness  would  have  put  you  upon  answering  my  letters, 
tho'  nothing  suits  worse  with  those  waters  than  writing.  I  hope  this  will 
find  you  returnd  from  them  in  perfect  health,  &  that  you  found  your  lord  so, 
who,  I  make  no  doubt,  sent  you  the  copy  of  dear  George's  letter  as  I  desird 
him,  to  relieve  you  from  those  dreadful  anxieties  of  mind  I  guessd  by  my 
own  you  must  have  felt  for  him  during  the  painful  uncertainty  we  were 
under  as  to  his  safety ;  &  for  our  excuse,  who  could  know  his  merit  as  we 
do,  &  not  have  sufferd  as  we  did  while  the  suspension  lasted  ?  Your  nearer 
relation  to  him  must  naturally  have  heightend  every  sensation  for  him ;  yet 
give  me  leave  to  say,  my  apprehensions  were  increasd  to  an  almost 
desponding  degree  by  having  remarkd  in  several  instances  that  such  extra- 
ordinary premature  excellencies  as  I  have  long  observd  in  him  were  always 
reckond  as  threatening  symptoms  of  an  early  removal  to  a  better  world;  & 
I  could  plainly  perceive  by  your  lord's  letters  that,  notwithstanding  all  his 
seeming  Stoicism  on  most  occasions,  was  once  allarmd  beyond  the  power  of 
all  his  fortitude  to  conceal ;  but  who  can  wonder  at  it,  since  his  son  is 
grown  to  remind  him  of  a  character  I  used  to  think  a  sort  of  prophecy  on 

himself. 

This,  this  is  he,  in  whom  does  mixt  remain 

All  that  fond  mother's  wishes  can  contain. 

Where  all  the  virtues  were  to  ripeness  grown, 

Ere  yet  his  flow'r  of  youth  was  fully  blown  ; 

All  Autumn's  store  did  his  rich  Spring  adorn, 

Like  trees  in  Eden  he  with  fruit  was  born. 

This  being  our  blessd  condition,  how  much  more  have  all  those  who  are 
interested  in  him  to  thank  God  for  than  can  well  be  paid  him  ?  What  my 
share  of  such  grateful  acknowledgments  may  require,  I  daily  beg  his 
enabling  grace  for  me  duely  to  discharge,  as  I  hope  and  trust  all  his  other 
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parents  will  never  faile  to  perform  in  the  most  acceptable  manner ;  &  then 
happiness  will  not  only  attend  him,  but  the  same  uncommon  endowments 
will  probably  be  intaild  on  our  prosperous  posterity.  But  I  ask  pardon  for 
preaching  to  one  who  has  knowledge  enough  to  teach  her  faithful  friend, 
Bristol. 

1097.        To  my  grandson  George.  Ickworth,  Nov.  27,  1738. 

My  good  grandson 

This  comes  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  loth 
instant,  which  was  more  than  ordinary  welcome,  as  it  brought  me  the 
pleasing  relief  of  knowing  you  were  safely  arrivd  at  Geneva  after  that 
dangerous  distemper  you  with  so  much  difficulty  escapd  from  at  Paris ;  so 
signal  a  deliverance  will  I  hope  never  be  forgotten  by  you,  and  which  I 
shall  ever  remember  with  that  devout  thankfulness  which  is  due  to  God's 
most  merciful  providence  for  sparing  so  valuable  a  life  to  me  and  my 
family.  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  have  already  made  an  acquaintance  with  so 
amiable  a  young  man  as  you  describe  the  Prince  of  Hainault  to  be ;  I  will 
flatter  myself  it  is  in  your  power  so  to  behave  towards  him  as  to  make  him 
give  as  advantagious  a  character  of  you  as  your  father  sent  me  from  Mr. 
Necker  (to  whom  I  would  have  you  make  my  compliments),  and  also  from 
another  less  partial  person  in  a  letter  from  Geneva  to  the  Marquis  de 
IMontandre.  As  this  will  shew  you  how  swift  the  wings  of  fame  is  in  con- 
veying of  characters,  I  know  twill  put  you  upon  acquiring  every  noble 
quality  that  may  furnish  her  trumpet  to  sound  your  praises  ;  &  as  nothing 
will  tend  more  towards  your  doing  so,  I  will  send  you  some  sound  advice, 
which  I  still  remember  of  Sir  Thomas  Brown's.  "  Let  not  the  ocean  of  the 
"world's  temptations  ever  wash  away  thy  virtuous  tinctures.  Stand  mag- 
"  netically  upon  that  axis,  where  an  early  prudence  hath  happily  placd 
"  thee,  &  let  no  baits,  tho'   ever  so  richly  gilded,  invert  the  poles  of  thy 
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**  integrity  ;  and  that  all  sorts  of  vice  may  become  uneasy  &  even  monstruous 
"  to  thee,  let  repeated  good  actions  &  long  confirmd  habits  make  virtue 
'*  natural  or  a  second  nature  to  thee ;  &  since  few  or  none  prove  eminently 
"  vertuous  but  from  some  advantagious  foundation  in  their  temper  and 
"natural  inclinations,  study  thyself  betimes  &  early  find  out  what  thou 
"  canst  be  capable  of  attaining  to  in  true  merit.  They  who  thus  timely 
"descend  into  themselves,  cultivating  those  good  seeds  which  nature  hath 
"planted  in  them,  and  improving  their  inclinations  to  perfection,  may 
'*  become  not  shrubs  but  cedars  in  their  generations  ;  and  to  be  in  the 
"indifferent  form  of  the  best  of  the  bad  or  the  worst  of  the  good  will,  if  I 
"know  you  so  well  as  I  think  I  do,  prove  but  a  small  satisfaction  to  you  or 
"to  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

1098.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth.  Dec.  6,  1738. 

The  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  Corporation  of 
Bury  being  brought  into  great  confusion  by  the  imprudent,  unpopular 
management  of  his  Majesty's  new  chaplain,  Mr.  Craske,  in  favour  of 
Collonel  Norton's  interest,  and  Alderman  Allen  being  now  the  chief  agent 
on  whom  the  Colonel  depends  to  set  them  right  again,  he  hath  again 
assured  Allen  that  the  Duke  of  Grafton  hath  solemnly  swore  that  he  will 
move  Sir  R.  W.  as  soon  as  he  getts  to  London  to  bestow  something  on 
Allen,  if  you  would  second  his  endeavours  only,  which  he  was  here 
yesterday  to  desire  of  me  that  you  would  do,  whenever  his  Grace  &  the 
Bury  Burgesses  shall  apply ;  and  being  a  request  I  coud  not  retuse,  I  hope 
you  will  act  in  it  in  such  a  manner  as  Allen  may  see  I  have  performd  my 
promise,  and  that  whatever  the  success  may  prove,  he  may  be  satisfied  we 
have  done  every  thing  on  our  parts  requisite  to  serve  him.  I  have  strictly 
observd  your  injunctions  as  to  the  poem  you  sent  me,  which  I  thank 
you  for,  and  believe  must  like   it  better  than   you  can  well  do,  but  will 
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not   enter   into   particulars,    lest   any   comments   shoud   discover   what   it 
treats  of. 

1099.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Dec.  20,  1738. 

I  was  in  hope  after  so  strong  an  aversion  as  I 
had  shewn  to  George's  being  enterd  in  the  army,  &  the  reasons  I  had 
given  in  support  of  that  aversion  by  my  letter  to  you  in  August  last,  (to 
which,  if  you  have  it  still  by  you,  I  refer  you,)  that  I  should  never  have 
heard  any  more  of  that  improper,  odious  proposal  ;  but  since  you  have 
thought  fitt  to  renew  it,  tho'  I  give  intire  credit  to  all  you  tell  me  relating 
to  your  own  part  in  it,  yet  I  must  observe  that  tis  impossible  to  reconcile 
his  M — 's  fir^t  brusque  answer  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  with  the  late 
signification  of  his  intentions  to  Sir  William  Young,  unless  some  fresh 
application  had  been  made;  which  tho'  the  principal  point  on  which  the 
whole  turns,  &  which  the  question  you  askd  of  his  Grace  at  Lord 
Cholmondeley's  led  directly  to,  yet  your  account  is  silent  in.  But,  let 
that  turn  out  as  it  will,  I  must  here  add  to  my  former  arguments  that  I 
cannot  but  wonder  how  you  who  have  seen,  and  cannot  but  have  felt  too 
as  well  as  myself,  the  ignominious  treatment  your  brother  Harry  has 
sufferd,  who  after  near  20  years  service  has  the  mortification  to  be  a 
Captain  in  the  same  regiment  whereof  the  present  Colonel  is  his  junior 
in  the  army,  should  yet  seem  so  fond  of  educating  your  son  &  heir,  capable 
of  any  civil  employment,  to  the  same  trade  of  blood  &  rapine;  where,  when 
he  may  have  servd  40  years  with  the  utmost  ability  and  gallantry,  may  by 
martial  law,  the  abomination  of  our  wise  constitution,  be  adjudgd,  as 
Seckendorf  was,  (as  was  also  Doxat  &  Cornberg  Theirs,)  to  lose  his  head  Si- 
become  a  sacrifice  to  reasons  of  State,  he  who  may  live  safe  &  independently 
under  the  guardianship  of  the  laws  of  our  land.  But  suppose  these  foreign 
instances  had  not  happend  for  your  caution,  would  not  Lord  Cobham's  case 
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alone  cure  every  man  of  meddling  with  a  military  life,  who  could  gett  his 
bread  without  it,  more  especially  any  Englishman  of  quality  &  fortune, 
who  can  never  make  a  truly  noble  figure  in  this  free  Kingdom  without 
preserving  that  independency,  which  alone  can  keep  his  judgment  &  publick 
conduct  free  from  any  undue  byass  ;  and  of  all  other  crooked  leanings  I 
have  ever  thought  that  towards  keeping  up  so  dangerous  &  expensive  a 
body  of  troops  will  very  soon  grow  so  very  grievous  &  unpopular  in  their 
several  natural  consequences,  that  whoever  shall  be  known  to  countenance 
their  much  longer  continuance  in  either  House  of  Parliament  will  shortly 
be  pointed  at  &  hissd  as  they  pass  along  the  streets.  But  admit  the  thing 
was  right  in  itself,  which  I  am  inexpressibly  grievd  to  find  is  your  real 
private  opinion,  yet  would  you  have  George  sett  out  in  the  world  under  the 
banner  of  a  man  who  has  lost  himselfe  in  the  opinion  of  every  think- 
ing man  of  each  party  ?  Can  you  hope  he  will  learn  that  steady, 
uniform  behaviour  I  would  have  him  practice  throughout  his  life  from  one 
who  not  long  since  would  have  taken  the  government  of  the  army  out  of 
the  Crown,  &  yet  who  could  so  soon  after  condescend  to  sue  to  it  for  a 
regiment  ?  Upon  the  whole,  tho'  I  could  multiply  arguments  infinitely  in 
defence  of  that  opposition  I  find  myself  bound  in  conscience  to  make  to  this 
most  unhappy  scheme,  yet  as  you.  have  the  most  immediate  interest  in  your 
son,  God  forbid  that  I  should  make  the  least  infringment  on  your  un- 
doubted right  to  dispose  of  him  and  his  education  as  seems  best  to  you  ; 
only  thus  much  must  I  own,  that  should  you  persevere  in  your  fatal  resolu- 
tion, I  shall  nevertheless  pray  most  devoutly  that  God  would  please  to 
prosper  him  in  whatever  course  of  life  you  shall  determine  him  to ;  but  of 
all  others  that  of  a  soldier,  in  this  country  especially,  is  the  most  unlikely 
for  Him  to  give  that  blessing  to,  which  he  seldom  fails  of  annexing  to  their 
conditions,  who  wisely  make  a  life  of  piety  &  publick  vertue  their  choice ; 
such  an  option  I  would  fain  have  livd  to  see  my  descendants  in  an  early 
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way  of  making  ;  &  such  as  do  not  will  in  so  farr  deprive  me  of  that  sweet 
satisfaction  I  once  promisd  my  selfe  in  my  old  age,  since  I  feel  tis  quite 
impossible  for  me  to  be  at  all  happy  while  living,  or  to  dye  in  peace,  with* 
out  seeing  those  whom  I  have  been  the  occasion  of  bringing  into  being  in 
a  reasonable  way  of  being  blessd  both  here  &  hereafter, — I  must  desire 
you  to  find  out  &  let  me  know  by  what  black  art  this  once  dead  overture 
was  revivd. 

1100.        To  Dr.  Monsey.  London,  March  22,  1738/9. 

I  had  thankd  you  sooner  for  the  favour  of  your 
letter,  had  the  person  whom  it  seemd  chiefly  calculated  for  been  in  Town  at 
the  time  I  receivd  it ;  but  she  being  then  at  Windsor  I  waited  her  return, 
when  I  failed  not  to  have  it  read  to  her  (to  shew  that  I  thought  there  was 
nothing  meant  but  what  was  fair  on  all  sides)  by  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  who 
both  seemd  pleasd,  as  well  they  might,  with  their  several  shares  in  it.  I 
next  proceeded  to  negotiate  your  pardon  with  my  own  wife,  who  has  seald 
it  on  the  conditions  stipulated  on  the  foot  of  your  own  proposal.  Your 
enconium  on  Lady  Ann's  good  nature  of  course  securd  her  forgiveness, 
since  she  could  not  refuse  it  without  forfeiting  the  character  I  think  you  so 
justly  allowd  her.  I  also  made  Sir  T.  Hanmer  a  visit  on  purpose  to  read  to 
him  the  paragraph  relating  to  him  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunbury,  who  seemd 
throughly  satisfyd  with  it,  and  with  whom,  as  in  all  your  undertakings  for 
the  health  &  benefit  of  your  contemporaries,  the  greatest  success  is 
most  sincerely  wishd  you  by,  Sir,  your  faithful  friend  &  servant, 
Bristol. 

IIOL        To  Lord  Hervey.  St.  James's  Square,  April  i,  1739. 

I  little  thought  when  I  promisd  to  defray  the 
expences  of  your  son's  education,   (shoud  they   prove  never  so  great,  if 
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found  necessary  to  his  improvement,)  that  he  or  you  could  possibly  have 
judgd  so  very  ill  as  to  make  choice  of  a  military  course  of  life  for  one 
whose  nature,  genius  &  constitution  seem  not  at  all  suited  to  the  profession 
of  a  soldier,  were  that  a  safe  or  proper  trade  to  be  encouragd  in  this  yet  free 
country  ;  but  since  you  have  thought  fitt  in  so  peremptory  &  disregardful  a 
manner  from  the  beginning  of  this  fatal  incident  to  determine  that  point 
against  all  the  reasons  &  representations  I  could  urge  to  diswade  you  from 
it,  I  have  sent  you  a  draught  on  my  banker  for  the  ^271. .10,  tho'  I  must 
take  leave  to  tell  you,  that  since  you  have  made  an  ensign  of  him  at  last, 
his  disbursments  should  have  borne  a  better  proportion  to  his  pay, — As  to 
the  other  part  of  your  letter,  I  must  desire  you  would  remember  that  I 
constantly  visitted  you  every  day,  till  I  was  told  my  conversation  was  grown 
so  irksome  to  you  that  a  day  or  two  more  of  it  would  kill  you.  Was  it  not 
then  right  for  me  to  absent  my  self  as  I  have  done  ever  since  r  And  if  you 
had  a  mind  to  renew  that  correspondence  you  once  flatterd  me  was  not 
quite  disagreeable  to  you,  was  it  not  your  part,  nay  your  duty,  to  shew  me 
I  had  either  been  misinformd,  or  that  you  had  recoverd  temper  enough  to 
bear  those  useful  truths  I  had  never  troubled  you  with  but  for  the  sake  of 
your  own  reputation,  to  have  come  to  me,  which  you  might  as  well  have 
done  as  gone  to  Mrs.  Chenevix's  ?  which  till  you  have  first  done,  I  cannot  be 
sure  I  shall  be  welcome,  whenever  I  attempt  troubling  you  again  ;  besides 
that  I  shall  never  think  myself  obligd  to  proceed  upon  any  uncertainty 
where  the  duties  are  so  unequal.  With  what  excess  of  fondness  I  have 
lovd  and  valued  you  God  only  knows,  because  words  can  neer  describe  it ; 
and  to  how  despicable  as  well  as  dangerous  a  trifle  you  have  thought  fit  to 
sacrifice  that  love,  hath  at  last  demonstrated  to  me  how  very  low  a  rate  you 
must  have  sett  upon  not  only  the  affection  but  future  quiet  of  the  tenderest 
and  (as  all  who  know  what  has  passd  betwixt  us  do  allow)  the  best  of 
fathers.     Bristol. 
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1102.  To  Lord  Hervey.  St.  James's  Square,  April  4,  1739, 

The  melancholly  account  you  send  me  of  the  state 
of  your  health  is  so  different  from  that  Mr.  Winnington  gave  me  of  it,  that  I 
have  determind  not  to  trouble  you  with  any  other  answer  to  your  letter  now 
than  that  shoud  it  please  God  to  have  me  live  till  you  are  well  enough 
recoverd  to  hear  all  I  have  to  say  in  confutation  of  every  argument  it  con- 
tains, I  doubt  not  of  convincing  you,  as  all  the  world  must  be,  which  of  us 
hath  been  most  to  blame  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  that  most  unhappy 
resolution  you  thought  fit  to  take  without  consulting  me  of  putting  your  son 
into  the  army,  both  as  to  the  impropriety  of  your  choice  &  of  the  indefensible 
manner  in  which  you  all  along  conducted  and  concluded  it  in  opposition  to 
the  known  aversion  of  an  affectionate  father. — If  George  sunk  the  inclosd* 
from  you  or  Lady  Hervey,  he  is  inexcusible ;  if  not,  who  can  justify  what 
followd. 

1103.  To  Dr.  Monsey.  London,  April  10,  1739. 

My  wrist  being  very  much  spraind  hath  disabled 
me  from  writing  to  you  myself  as  I  intended,  so  must  make  use  of  an 
amanuensis  to  thank  you  for  the  favour  of  your  last  letter,  and  to  return 
you  the  inclosd  paper  as  you  desird.  I  must  own  to  you  that  my  taste  in 
reading  hath  been  never  so  well  satisfyd  as  when  it  met  with  clear  and  well 
connected  ideas ;  so  you  must  not  wonder  if  it  cannot  relish  such  a  dish  of 
inconsistent  ones  as  are  cookd  up  in  that  paper.  Were  anything  stirring 
here  more  worthy  of  your  perusal,  I  woud  have  sent  it  for  your  amusement ; 
but  as  politicks  ingrosses  all  the  conversation,  and  they  being  a  sort  of 
news  I  never  care  to  write,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  till  we  meet  from 
entring  into  any  particulars  relating  to  them  ;   and  in  the  mean  time  give 

*  Marginal  note  says,  Extract  of  Miss  Hervey's  letter  to  her  brother  of  ye  27th  Nov.  1738. — S.H.A.H. 
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me  leave  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  fresh  success  I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
you  have  lately  had  with  the  Earl  of  Hallifax,  wherewith  I  have  not  faild 
to  acquaint  every  well-wisher  of  yours,  in  order  to  establish  such  a  reputa- 
tion as  hath  been  thought  your  due  by,  Sir,  your  faithful  servant,  Bristol. 

1104.  To  ye  Rev.  Mr.  Windle.  Ick worth,  April  28,  1739. 

Altho'  your  letter  came  to  me  at  a  time  when  I 
was  in  a  hurry  of  business  upon  my  leaving  London,  and  that  I  had  taken 
my  leave  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely,  yet  I  took  an  opportunity  of  seeing  his 
Lordship  again  on  purpose  to  communicate  to  him  the  contents  of  it.  I 
found  his  Lordship  as  far  as  I  could  wish  him  from  wanting  that  tenderness 
towards  you  which  his  wonted  charity  suggests  to  him  on  all  occasions  ;  but 
all  I  could  get  from  him  was  that  it  Mr.  Reynolds  would  continue  you  his 
curate,  he  should  not  oppose  it,  and  that  you  may  tell  him  so  from  his 
Lordship.  On  this  occasion  I  cannot  but  condole  with  you  on  the  misfortune 
of  having  ever  fallen  into  the  fatal  acquaintance  of  such  companions  as  you 
have  had  the  unhappiness  to  be  namd  with,  and  which  hath  put  it  out  of  my 
power  to  get  any  farther  favour  shewn  you,  being  yours  etc.  Bristol. 

1105.  To  Mr.  Carr  Brackenbury  at  Spilsby  in  Lincolnshire. 

Ickworth,  May  19,  1739. 

I  did  not  receive  your  letter,  altho'  dated  the  23d 
of  April,  till  my  arrival  at  this  place,  by  which  I  was  glad  to  find  that  you 
had  so  just  a  remembrance  of  what  hath  passd  between  us  relating  to  the 
Fen-rent  as  to  acknowledge  your  belief  of  my  never  having  paid  any  of  the 
said  rent  to  Mr.  Bellamy  after  you  first  told  me  that  you  was  to  receive  it. 
I  know  not  what  interpretation  the  officers  of  the  Dutchy  Court  might  put 
upon  the  state  you  had  given  them  of  the  case  ;  but  I  was  very  sure  you  was 
too  careful  &  too  honest  a  man  in  business  ever  to  have  told  them  anything 


FIRST    EARL    OF    BRISTOL.  233 

more  than  what  you  have  certifyd  to  me  under  your  own  hand  concerning  it. 
I  cannot  conclude  without  congratulating  you  upon  your  good  fortune  in 
having  a  son,  who  by  his  sobriety  &  industry  is  likely  to  make  a  considerable 
figure  in  the  law,  wherein,  if  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  him,  I  shall  be  glad 
on  any  future  occasion  to  shew  the  great  veneration  I  still  retain  for  the 
memory  of  my  first  wife,  she  having  borne  a  true  affection  for  you  &  your 
whole  family,  for  which  my  best  wishes  shall  ever  attend  you  &  yours.    Bristol. 

1106.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  May  26,  1739. 

Your  brother  Tom's  suffering  the  Wool-bill  to  pass 
through  the  House  of  Commons  without  giving  himself  the  trouble  to  send 
me  the  least  account  of  the  purport  or  progress  of  it  there,  shews  how  well 
he  deserves  the  expence  and  care  it  cost  me  to  place  and  continue  him  in  it. 
Being  therefore  intirely  ignorant  of  the  several  clauses  &  provisions  it  contains, 
I  am  not  at  all  able  to  give  you  any  opinion  on  the  general  merit  of  the  whole 
till  I  can  get  a  printed  copy  of  it  ;  but  as  to  the  particular  influence  it  will 
have  on  all  English  estates,  &  especially  on  mine  in  Lincolnshire,  I  think  it 
must  demonstrably  beat  down  the  price  of  all  our  own  wool,  which  is  already 
by  the  decay  of  that  most  valuable  branch  of  our  trade  not  now  worth  much 
above  half  what  it  hath  usually  yielded  for  above  fifty  years  since  I  became 
intitled  to  my  most  dear  first  wife's  estate  in  that  County,  to  lett  in  the  Irish 
wool  upon  us,  when  there  is  so  dull  a  market  for  our  own.  And  should 
their  yarns  be  permitted  also  to  be  imported  duty-free,  that  will  be  taking 
the  bread  out  of  mouths  of  thousands  of  our  poor  spinners,  reelers  etc,  who 
now  wholly  subsist  by  those  employments,  &  who  for  want  of  them  must  be 
maintaind  by  their  respective  parishes,  the  rates  whereof  being  already 
risen  in  many  places  to  four  shillings  in  the  pound,  so  that  our  tenants  will 
find  themselves  obligd,  as  many  daily  do,  to  throw  up  all  their  farms  into 
their  landlords  hands ;  and  in  that  case  what  will  the  distressd  land-owners 

Vol.  III.         FF 
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have  left  to  live  on,  after  the  so  long  unintermitting  load  on  land,  such 
Poors-rates  &  necessary  repairs,  are  first  deducted  out  of  the  produce  of 
their  estates  ?  The  sole  plausible  pretence  for  trying  of  this  dangerous 
experiment  is  that  it  will  effectually  prevent  the  exportation  of  the  Irish 
wool  to  France,  which  is  begging  the  question,  since  all  endeavours  of  that 
kind  have  been  found  as  fruitless  as  hedging  in  the  cuckoo,  because  it  can 
never  be  attaind  as  long  as  they  can  sell  their  wool  cent  per  cent  dearer  to 
France  than  to  us.  As  to  my  own  part,  altho'  I  have  very  near  ten  thousand 
five  hundred  pounds  arrears  of  rent  due  to  me  at  Ladyday  last  from  that 
estate  alone,  &  which  if  this  Bill  should  pass  into  a  law  (which  I  hope  will 
be  but  a  temporary  one)  my  tenants  could  probably  never  pay  me  the  moiety 
of,  yet  supposing  it  could  be  so  wisely  contrivd  as  to  incapacitate  the  French 
from  out-rivalling  of  us  in  our  cloathing  &  Turky  trade,  as  they  have  in 
the  sugar  one,  that  I  thank  God  for  having  given  me  a  heart  full  of  so 
superiour  a  love  for  my  native  declining  country,  that  I  can  make  a  willing 
sacrifice  of  all  my  personal  interests  to  the  general  prosperity  of  Britain, 
and  shall  implicitly  pray  that  it  may  succeed  accordingly. — You  may 
remember  I  would  have  shewn  you  Parson  Whatley's  letter  as  soon  as  I  had 
receivd  it,  but  then  you  seemd  not  at  all  curious  about  it ;  why  you  now 
desire  to  know  il  the  paper  you  sent  me  was  a  true  copy  (which  it  is)  I 
cannot  guess,  especially  since  at  the  same  time  you  would  not  have  me 
debase  my  self  so  much  as  to  enter  into  any  eclaircissments  concerning  it, 
which  I  have  been  so  far  from  finding  my  self  disposd  to,  that  I  immediately 
orderd  my  porter  to  deny  me  to  him  as  soon  as  I  had  read  his  book  ;  what 
liberties  he  may  have  given  himself  in  talking  of  the  long  intimacy  between 
us  I  know  not,  but  am  very  sure  I  never  trusted  him  with  any  thing  in  all 
our  conversations  which  I  would  have  card  if  all  the  world  had  heard  as 
well  as  himself.  This  you  would  have  known  sooner,  had  I  not  been  lately 
afflicted  with  the  most  severe  &  painful  fit  of  the  gout  that  ever  any  man 
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had,  at  least  I  thought  so,  &  which  hath  left  both  my  leggs  &  feet  much 
swelld,  especially  my  right  one. 

1107.        To  Colonel  Norton.  Ickworth,  June  12,  1739. 

I  have  received  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  7th 
instant,  by  which  I  am  glad  to  find  you  so  well  approve  of  what  passd 
between  the  Alderman  and  me  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Prime's  having  askd 
him  for  his  interest,  as  to  promise  me  that  whenever  you  find  your  self  obligd 
to  quitt  your  pretensions  to  Bury,  you  will  not  faile  to  consult  me  in  what 
manner  you  may  do  it  with  most  advantage  to  my  family,  a  declaration 
I  think  myself  very  much  obligd  to  you  for.  It  seems  Mr.  Prime  founds  his 
claim  on  a  promise  you  made  him  when  you  was  last  chosen,  that  if  he 
would  serve  you  on  that  occasion,  you  would  give  him  your  interest  on  the 
next  Election  for  a  new  Parliament ;  but  as  you  never  acquainted  me  with 
any  such  agreement,  and  which  the  terms  of  our  coalition  intitled  me  to, 
having  always  most  strictly  observd  them  on  my  part,  I  suppose  the  nature 
or  extent  of  that  promise  must  have  been  misunderstood  between  ye.  I  am, 
Sir,  your  most  faithful,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1103.        Dear  Will  Ickworth,  July  21,  1739. 

As  your  letter  is  dated  from  the  Nore,  and  that 
this  of  mine  might  possibly  miscarry  with  the  order  you  desire,  &  should  it 
have  done  so  any  one  might  endorse  your  name  &  get  the  money  paid  to  a 
wrong  hand,  I  have  therefore  as  a  much  safer  way  given  you  credit  by  this 
post  for  the  ;^220  to  my  banker,  Mr.  Simpson  &  Comp :  in  Fleet  Street, 
which  you  may  draw  upon  him  for  as  your  occasions  may  require,  giving 
him  only  advice  to  whom  you  woud  have  it  paid  to  prevent  any  fraud,  of 
which  the  world  is  so  full  as  to  make  the  utmost  caution  necessary  in  affairs 
of  this  kind.     If  there  is  to  be  a  war  at  last,  which,  if  intended,  should  have 
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been  begun  several  years  sooner,  when  we  were  in  a  better  &  our  enemies  in 
a  worse  condition,  all  I  can  do  will  be  to  pray  incessantly  for  your  success 
and  safety,  wherein  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  seconding  me  with  so  thorough 
a  trust  in  God  that  all  things  best  for  you  &  our  poor  country  will  fall  out 
according  to  the  ardent  supplications  of  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 
Your  mother's  blessing  and  the  good  wishes  of  all  here  attend  you. 

1109.  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  Aug.  5,  1739. 

The  kind  promise  you  was  so  good  to  make  of 
giving  us  the  pleasure  of  your  good  company  at  Bury-Assizes  having,  I 
dare  assure  you,  had  full  as  great,  if  not  a  larger  share,  in  Lady  Bristol's 
speedy  recovery  as  Dr.  JNIonsey's  prescriptions,  I  believe  nothing  would 
sooner  endanger  a  relapse  than  being  disappointed  of  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  you  at  her  house  on  Thursday  next,  which  would  also  prove  a  most 
sensible  loss  to,  Sir,  your  most  faithful  friend  &  most  obedient  servant, 
Bristol. 

My  wife  is  very  sorry  her  house  could  not  accomodate  Lady  Bunbury  & 
her  daughters  also,  to  whom  we  desire  you  would  make  our  compliments. 

1110.  Dear  Felle  Ickworth,  Sept,  7,  1739. 

The  continual  pain  I  have  seen  your  poor  mother 
in  for  some  time  without  being  able  to  help  her,  together  with  the  dangerous 
condition  your  sister's  fever  had  brought  her  into,  had  not  the  bark  put  a  stop 
to  her  fourth  fit,  afford  me  but  too  just  an  excuse  for  not  thanking  you  sooner 
for  your  entertaining  letter,  which  made  itself  much  more  welcome  to  me 
from  the  solid  and  truely  pious  reflections  it  containd  with  respect  to  God  & 
the  wisdom  &  justice  of  his  providence,  than  from  any  of  the  other  passages 
in  it,  tho'  never  so  diverting.  That  every  thing  which  hath  been,  is,  or  shall 
be,  is  best,  was  originally  Monsieur  Leibenitz's  grand  principle,  from  whom 
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Pope  and  your  father  hath  adopted  it,  and  which,  if  throughly  believd  and 
acquiesced  in,  (as  hath  been  constantly  done  by  me,)  will  prove  productive 
of  the  truest  happiness  to  the  possessors  of  it,  by  enabling  them  to  bear 
every  dispensation  towards  them  with  that  submissive  resignation  which  is 
justly  due  to  infinite  Wisdom  &  Goodness,  a  grace  or  gift  of  much  more 
inestimable  value  than  all  the  posts  of  profit  or  honour  that  any  Courts  can 
conferr,  tho'  the  strictest  practice  of  the  one  may  be  so  orderd  as  not  to 
hinder  the  attainment  of  the  other  ;  but  should  any  competition  arise 
between  them,  be  sure  you  always  prefer  and  adhere  to  my  fundamental 
maxim,  which  hath  ever  been  to  sacrifice  all  other  interests  to  your  duty 
towards  God  and  the  satisfaction  oi  your  own  conscience,  which  will  afford 
you  a  continual  feast,  as  it  hath  to  your  affectionate  father,  Bristol. — Your 
mother  &  sister  are  both  better. 

lin.        To  Lord  Hervey,  Ickworth,  Oct.  13,  1739. 

If  your  letters  have  lately  faild  of  giving  me 
altogether  that  inexpressible  pleasure  they  used  to  bring  with  them,  you 
cannot  be  at  a  loss  to  know  the  unhappy  cause  of  that  abatement,  since  to 
that  alone  hath  been  owing  the  sensible  decrease  I've  daily  experiencd  of 
every  other  satisfaction  remaining  to  me  in  life.* — Your  valuable  sister  Ann 
desires  I  would  thank  you  for  the  kind  care  your  last  letter  shewd  concern- 
ing her,  and  begs  you  may  know  that  as  it  will  not  be  long  before  she  hopes 
to  meet  you  in  London,  and  that  she  hath  some  doubts  to  propose  to  you, 
not  so  proper  to  be  communicated  by  the  post,  about  the  strict  regimen  you 
would  have  her  observe,  she  desires  her  going  into  every  part  of  it  may  be 
respited  till  then,  promising  in  the  interim  neither  to  eat  nor  drink  any 
thing  not  nearly  related  to  Doctor  Hervey's  new  prescription,  the  con- 
tinuance of  whose  own  health  is  yet  the  welcomest  news  I  can  hear. 

*  Here  Lord  Bristol's  pencil  has  written  in  the  margin^  Ensign. — S.H.A.H 
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1112.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  3,  1739. 

My  time  hath  been  so  wholly  taken  up  with 
auditing  the  accounts  of  my  Lincolnshire  steward,  (the  arrears  returnd 
being  upwards  of  eleven  thousand  pounds,)  that  I  have  had  hardly  leisure 
to  write  the  inclosd  order  to  discharge  your  son's  draughts  on  Mr.  Hoare, 
and  to  tell  you  that  I  approve  of  that  just  reception  you  gave  Serjeant 
Prime,  as  it  coincides  with  every  particular  he  met  with  from  me  on  the 
same  occasion.  Sure  for  a  man  of  his  seeming  sense  &  learning  nothing 
was  ever  so  very  ill  judgd,  unless  in  a  recent  case,  where  the  decision  was 
so  very  remarkably  wrong  that  no  one  soul  even  of  his  own  converts  or 
creatures  were  on  the  side  of  the  person  who  had  the  determining  of  the 
point  in  question,  and  yet  he,  till  then,  was  reckond  a  man  of  no  mean 
parts  neither. 

1113.        Dear  Felle  Ickworth,  Nov.  7,  1739. 

Your  last  letter  having  been  so  long  on  the  road 
(being  dated  the  3d  of  Oct.  1737),  &  I  being  fond  of  hearing  often  from  you, 
desire  you  would  send  your  next  by  a  more  expeditious  conveyance.  The 
pamplet  you  sent  with  it,  I  had  read  above  a  month  before  yours  arrivd ; 
however,  I  thank  you  for  it  as  much  as  if  I  had  never  seen  the  other.  Your 
remarks  upon  it  are  generally  well  enough  warranted  both  as  to  its  stile  & 
the  clear  &  well  connected  deductions  of  facts ;  but  as  the  whole  drift  of 
the  author  seems  designd  to  vindicate  the  memory  of  the  late  Lord  Tor- 
rington,  I  cannot  but  think  unless  he  could  have  given  the  Publick  better 
satisfaction  as  to  the  principal  point  so  justly  objected  to  the  dangerous 
defect  in  the  formality  of  his  instructions,  they  not  being  counter  signd  as 
they  ought  to  have  been  by  any  English  Minister  for  his  indemnification  in 
the  execution  of  them,  (which  I  must  allow  were  throughly  well  performd,) 
I  am  of  opinion  the  author  would  have  judgd  better  to  let  the  whole  sink 
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into  oblivion  than  to  revive  the  memory  of  so  nice  &  important  a  transaction, 
for  which  no  sufficient  authority  has  ever  yet  been  producd,  &  which  for  the 
sake  of  safety  on  all  future  great  occasions  should  never  be  dispencd  with, 
since  the  worst  counsels  may  so  pass  with  impunity.  God  I  hope  will 
bless  you  for  the  pious  proposal  you  make  of  coming  hither  to  entertain  an 
aged  parent,  who  wants  amusements  ;  but  as  the  unaccountable  measures 
so  long  and  fatally  persisted  in,  which  have  brought  our  affairs  to  the 
present  melancholly  crisis,  have  whetted  everybody's  curiosity,  I  must  come 
to  satisfy  my  own  in  hearing  what  can  be  invented  to  excuse  or  palliate 
them  ;  and  altho'  their  several  sad  effects  are  so  many  convincing  proofs  of 
the  right  part  your  father  hath  acted  in  his  constant  opposition  to  &  un- 
wearied endeavours  to  have  prevented  them,  yet  such  is  his  superiour  love 
for  his  country  &  the  Protestant  settlement,  (which  he  had  the  honour  & 
happiness  of  bearing  an  early  and  no  very  insignificant  a  share  in,)  that  he 
had  much  rather  have  been  found  mistaken  in  every  step  of  his  past  conduct 
than  have  had  it  justifyd  at  the  price  of  their  safety  or  prosperity.  Could 
my  poor  mite,  either  by  way  of  counsel  or  contribution,  ought  avail  towards 
restoring  &  supporting  the  true  interests  of  either,  both  should  be  exerted 
with  as  honest  a  zeal  as  if  he  had  been  distinguishd  in  a  quite  different 
manner  than  all  the  world  knows  has  happend  to  your  disinterested  foolish 
father,  whose  motto  &  practice  shall  ever  agree,  viz. 

True  as  the  dial  to  the  sun, 
Altho'  he  ne'er  was  shind  upon. 

1114.        To  Lord  Griffin.  London,  Jan.  5,  1739/40. 

As  I  am  not  certain  whether  Mr.  Higgins  may 
have  given  the  same  account  I  received  from  him  of  the  loose  &  precarious 
manner  our  estate  in  Shropshire  lyes  in,  I  give  your  Lordship  the  trouble  of 
the  inclosd  copy  of  his  letter  to  me,  that  you  may  see  the  declining  condi- 
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tion  the  whole  is  in,  and  that  we  may  without  farther  loss  of  time  apply 
some  effectual  remedy  to  every  article,  which  requires  more  care  than  has 
hitherto  been  taken  of  them.  Mr.  Walcot's  dilatory  conduct  in  setting  out 
our  intermixd  lands  till  his  steward  &  other  old  men  are  dead,  seems  to 
furnish  us  with  just  suspicions  that  his  intentions  may  not  be  quite  so  fair 
as  his  first  answers  promisd  us ;  neither  does  Mr.  Harley's  practice  at  all 
answer  the  very  free  and  open  message  he  sent  me  touching  his  lands  in 
the  leases  he  holds  from  the  Howards,  As  he  is  now  in  London,  if  your 
Lordship  intends  to  come  up  to  Parliament,  we  may  settle  not  only  matters 
with  him,  but  advise  with  Mr.  Wilbraham,  or  any  other  you  like  better,  as 
to  the  several  other  cases  mentiond  in  Mr.  Higgin's  letter,  for  he  says  very 
truly  that  unless  we  do  ourselves  right  by  making  some  examples  by 
punishment,  all  the  other  tenants  will  not  only  fly  in  his  face  but  grow 
ungovernable,  even  by  your  Lordship  and  your  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — My  wife  desires  her  compliments  to  your  Lordship^  as  I  do  your 
speedy  answer. 

ni5.        To  Mr.  John  Turner,  jun.  London,  Jan.  17,  1739/40. 

Having  acquainted  Mr.  Alderman  Wright  by 
this  night's  post  that  I  would  order  Will  Oliver  to  pay  fifty  pounds  into  his 
hands  towards  the  relief  of  the  Poor  in  Bury  this  severe  season,  &  as  I  have 
no  other  way  of  doing  it  at  present  but  desiring  you  would  pay  the  bearer 
that  sum,  which  I  shall  endorse  off  your  note  for  the  ^  150  I  lent  you  in  June 
last  till  you  shall  discharge  the  remainder  of  it,  which  was  never  more 
wanted  than  at  this  time  by  your  faithful  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1116.        To  Mr.  Alderman  Wright.  London,  Jan.  17,  1739/40. 

Mr.  Discipline  having  dind  with  me  yesterday^^ 
desiring  to  know  if  he  could  do  uie  any  service  at  Bury,  I  acquainted  him 
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with  my  intention  of  ordering  fifty  pounds  towards  the  relief  of  the  most 
necessitous  Poor,  to  buy  them  fuel  or  any  other  necessaries  they  may  stand 
most  in  need  of  this  very  severe  season  ;  &  that  I  hoped  yourself  as  Coroner 
(in  the  absence  of  your  chief  Magistrate),  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Recorder  and  Town  Clerk  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Corporation  in 
their  respective  parishes,  would  be  so  good  to  give  themselves  the  trouble 
to  see  it  impartially  distributed  among  the  truest  objects  of  charity.  I  shall 
by  this  night's  post  send  Will  Oliver  to  get  and  pay  the  whole  sum  into 
your  hands,  that  you  may  see  it  placed  where  such  an  application  of  it  may 
be  made  as  will  best  answer  the  intention  of  their  &  your  most  faithful 
friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  make  my  kindest  &  sincere  compliments  to  all 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Corporation. 

1117.        To  Lord  Griffin.  London,  Feb.  4,  1739/40. 

As  I  begin  to  despair  of  seeing  your  Lordship  in 
Town  this  winter,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  let  me  know  what  you 
remember  (as  your  memory  must  be  better  than  mine)  of  the  agreement  we 
made  with  Fieldhouse  to  hold  on  his  own  &  Gullett's  farm  for  the  year 
depending,  till  we  had  perfected  the  sale  of  our  estate  in  Staffordshire. 
Justice  I  am  resolvd  to  do  him  for  my  own  sake,  but  farther  than  that,  his 
own  corrupt  &  rascally  behaviour  hath  forfeited  all  title  to  any  favour, 
having  kept  my  money  which  he  hath  had  in  his  hands  above  these  five 
years,  and  would  have  kept  it  on  five  years  more,  had  not  his  answer 
been  calld  for  to  a  Bill  actually  drawn,  and  would  have  been  filed, 
had  he  not  promisd  Mr.  Harper  to  come  immediately  to  pay  the  ballance 
of  his  accounts  so  long  due  to  your  Lordship's  most  humble  servant, 
Bristol. 

Vol.  III.        GG 
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1118.        To  Alderman  Allen.  London,  March  4,  1739/40. 

My  good  Friend 

Altho'  I  could  not  approve  of  the  advice  was 
given  you  to  putt  me  upon  applying  to  the  Duke  ot  Grafton  in  your  favour 
without  being  strongly  backd  by  your  two  burgesses  at  the  same  time, 
(since  all  affairs  of  the  same  nature  turn  more  upon  political  than  personal 
considerations,)  yet  as  you  seemd  to  think,  in  case  I  would  make  it  my 
request,  his  Grace  would  not  refuse  me,  I  took  the  first  opportunity,  as  soon 
as  I  was  able  to  get  abroad  after  six  weeks  confinement,  to  wait  on  his  Grace 
&  to  acquaint  him  with  what  you  desird  ;  and  tho'  only  a  reversionary  interest 
in  an  office  which  might  not  possibly  ever  fall  into  your  possession,  yet  I  had 
commission  from  you  to  assure  him,  if  he  would  grant  it,  you  would  acquitt 
him  of  former  promises.  His  Grace's  answer  to  me  was  that  the  office  I 
mentiond  was  a  place  of  no  less  value  than  ^200  per  annum  ;  besides  that 
it  requird  to  be  executed  by  a  person  very  well  skilld  in  the  cleaning  and 
repairing  of  pictures,  which  he  supposd  you  did  not  pretend  to  be  a  master 
of,  but  that  he  should  be  very  ready  and  willing  to  serve  you  on  any  other 
occasion.  This  being  the  substance  of  our  conference,  I  have  nothing 
farther  to  add  than  to  assure  you  there  was  no  arguments  wanting  to  enforce 
your  suit  on  my  part,  which  were  pressd  with  as  much  warmth  (tho' 
unsuccessfully)  as  you  your  self  could  have  dictated  to  or  desird  of  your 
faithful  friend,  Bristol. 

lUQ.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  April  28,  1740. 

The  secresy  you  injoynd  upon  communicating  to 
me  the  King's  intention  of  making  you  Lord  Privy  Seal,  has  been  so  strictly 
observd,  that  whenever  any  congratulations  were  made  me  on  the  report  of 
your  being  so,  I  always   answerd  that  I  knew  not  well  how   to  receive  them 
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as  I  ought  till  I  had  the  confirmation  of  it  from  your  self.  The  office  is 
certainly  an  honourable  one,  but  then  it  must  be  ownd  too  that  you  had 
earnd  it  hardly,  not  only  by  a  close  &  slavish  attendance  for  above  ten 
years  in  a  station  long  since  thought  much  below  the  merit  of  your  known 
abilities,  but  also  by  having  made  too  successful  an  use  of  them  on  many 
important  national  occasions,  where  very  few  could,  &  I  know  one  who 
woud  not  (had  he  been  master  of  your  talents),  have  exerted  them  for  the 
support  of  so  many  measures  tending  to  the  establishment  of  such  a 
formidable  system  of  power  as  must  in  its  nature  sooner  or  later  indanger 
liberty,  and  whose  banefull  influences  have  been  observd  in  history  to  have 
often  turnd  against  the  posterity,  if  not  the  personal  promoters,  of  such 
fatal  schemes.  I  desire  you'd  give  your  self  no  farther  trouble  about  Drew's 
affair,  I  having  no  other  interest  in  the  event  of  it  than  that  those  you  are 
supposed  to  have  a  great  one  in  shoud  act  in  it  in  a  truly  gracious  &  popular 
manner  for  all  parties  concernd. 

1120.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  May  17,  1740. 

I  herewith  send  you  an  order  on  my  banker  to 
answer  the  farther  sum  of  £  150,  which  you  tell  me  your  ensign  has  lately 
drawn  upon  you  for,  which  with  the  two  former  ones  amount  already  to 
^57 1..  10,  which  I  woud  not  have  mentiond  but  in  order  that  we  may  see 
(which  I  have  not  yet  seen  one  item  of)  whether  his  accounts  of  expences 
consist  of  no  particulars  but  what  are  necessary  to  his  present  credit  & 
future  improvement.  Such  as  are  so  I  shall  always  most  willingly  continue 
to  allow,  but  if  there  be  any  articles  which  come  not  within  that  description, 
I  must  own  to  you  &  him  too  that  as  the  present  times  go,  with  our  poor 
breaking  tennants  &  with  their  poorer  landlords,  all  sorts  of  superfluous 
disbursments  shoud  be  avoided. — The  historical  detail  you  sent  me  re- 
lating to  your  marriage,  the  South  Sea  etc.,  I  know  not  well  why  you  sho?id 
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now  recall  the  memory  of,  your  embarking  in  the  one  or  the  other  having 
been  esteemd  none  of  the  most  prudent  actions  of  your  life.  A  younger 
brother,  as  you  then  was,  with  all  those  advantages  of  person,  wit  &  beauty 
which  you  possessd,  to  think  of  marrying  any  woman  without  a  considerable 
fortune,  (which  even  the  weakest  of  the  moderns  you  see  have  more  wit 
than  to  do,)  and  after  that  falling  into  a  daily  course  of  gaming  for  such 
deep  stakes  in  the  other  lottery,  which  you  must  remember  I  most  solemnly 
e-njoynd  you  never  to  be  concernd  in,  were  two  indiscretions,  tho'  no  small 
ones,  I  reconcild  my  self  to  upon  your  assuring  me  you  had  then  gaisd 
above  ^20000  by  the  latter,  and  that  you  woud  only  play  on  with  the  surplus 
of  that  sum,  but  promisd  me  you  woud  never  venture  so  as  to  risk  the 
breaking  into  that  ^20000;  but  now  it  seems  that  sacred  sum  was  at  last 
reduced  to  ^8000,  which  I  coud  never  suspect  you  woud  have  diminished 
after  what  you  told  me.  However,  you  must  give  me  leave  to  think  you 
have  not  in  stating  my  answer  to  your  demands  in  1724  done  me  that  justice 
I  still  think  it  deservd,  since  you  sunk  a  most  material  circumstance  in  it, 
which  was  that  if  it  shoud  be  found  that  the  expedient  proposd  woud  not 
enable  you  to  live  within  your  income,  (your  own  &c  all  your  servants  diet 
costing  you  nothing,  &  your  children  being  wholly  maintaind  in  everything 
by  me,)  rather  than  you  shoud  ere  be  driven  to  what  you  so  much  appre- 
hended of  breaking  into  any  part  of  your  wive's  fortune,  you  may  at  any 
time  have  recourse  to  whatever  remains  of  mine,  to  which  you  shall  always 
be  most  welcome,  being  your  most  affectionate  father  etc.  ;  to  which  I  added 
the  following  postscript — if  this  shoud  not  satisfy  for  the  present,  say  what 
will.  Judge  now  whether  you  have  stated  ye  case  quite  so  fairly  as  my  part 
of  it  deserved  ;  and  since  you  have  thought  fit  to  revive  the  remembrance  of 
this,  I  must  take  notice,  tho'  unwillingly,  that  I  had  some  reason  to  apprehend, 
when  you  carryed  your  complaints  to  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough,  I  had 
not  then  that  justice  done  me  which  the  charte  blanche  I  empowerd  her 
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Grace  to  fill  up  as  she  thought  fitt  in  your  favour  meritted.  As  all  this  was 
quite  forgiven  &  forgot,  I  shoud  never  have  thought  of  it  more,  had  not  you 
made  it  necessary  for  my  own  justification. — -The  gratefuU  compliment  made 
to  you  &  your  family,  when  you  were  told  your  brothers  were  all  provided 
for  much  beyond  their  deserts,  does  not  at  all  surprise  their  father  after  the 
ungratefuU  treatment  he  met  with  from  the  same  just  &  generous  judge. 
What  an  unhappy  ascendant  must  that  man  have  gaind  over  an  other,  who 
has  shewn  the  world  he  can  prevail  with  him  to  do  every  thing  he  shoud 
not  do,  &  not  able  to  persuade  him  to  do  one  thing  he  ought  to  do  ! 

112L        Dear  Felle  Ickworth,  May  24,  1 740. 

1  woud  have  thankd  you  sooner  for  the  authentick 
particulars  you  sent  me  of  Princess  Mary's  wedding  but  that  I  have  lately 
had  a  great  deal  of  business  on  my  hands  in  taking  care  of  several  farms 
thrown  into  my  hands  by  the  miserable  condition  many  of  my  poor  tennants 
are  reduced  to,  who  are  become  unable  to  manage  them  any  longer  by  the 
badness  of  the  times  and  the  rigorous  unnatural  season  we  have  all  sufferd 
&  are  still  suffering  by.  But  as  to  the  past  nuptials,  bold  as  it  may  seem, 
I  will  venture  to  prophecy  that  if  ever  any  marriage  is  to  become  a  thorough 
fortunate  one,  this  is  much  more  likely  to  prove  so  than  any  other  we  have 
lately  heard  of,  since  by  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  get  of  the 
contracting  party s  they  are  both  allowd  by  all  who  know  them  to  be  possessd 
of  every  necessary  &  promising  quality  that  can  render  that  condition 
compleatly  happy  ;  for  I  have  ever  held  that  one  year  passd  in  the  blissful! 
enjoyment  of  a  chaste  and  virtuous  love  far  exceeds  a  whole  eternity  spent 
in  lawless,  libertine  amours.  That  God  woud  please  to  give  you  grace  to 
become  my  proselyte  to  that  opinion,  &  to  fix  your  affections  on  some 
worthy,  wealthy  woman,  capable  of  making  you  easy  in  your  circumstances, 
and  by  her  merit  so  to  engross  your  heart  as  never  to  let  you  think  on  any 
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other,  shall  be  the  prayer,  as  it  hath  been  the  practice,  of  your  most  affec- 
tionate father. 

1122.  To  my  daughter  Smyth.  Ickworth,  May  24,  1740. 

Dear  Daughter 

I  deferd  thanking  you  for  the  kind  trouble  you 
gave  your  self  in  sending  me  so  hopefull  an  account  of  the  condition  your 
children  were  in  after  their  inoculation,  till  I  could  at  the  same  time  con- 
gratulate you  &  Sir  Robert  Smith  (as  I  do  most  cordially)  on  the  certainty 
of  their  recovery,  which  I  hopd  you  woud  also  give  me  the  ease  &  pleasure 
of  knowing  as  soon  as  you  could.  The  event  having  so  well  paid  you  for 
ye  pain  your  resolution  must  have  cost  you,  I  think  myself  at  liberty  to  own 
how  much  I  always  wishd  you  would  have  the  courage  to  take,  as  it  will 
exempt  you  from  many  future  fears  and  alarms,  which  every  slight  disorder 
incident  to  all  children  woud  have  given  you.  That  every  other  thing 
wherein  the  quiet  of  your  mind  &  the  prosperity  of  your  family  is  so  nearly 
concernd  may  succeed  as  happyly  as  this  has  done,  is  most  fervently  wishd 
you  by  your  most  affectionate  father. 

Pray  return  my  compliments  to  Sir  R.  Smyth. 

1123.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  June  17,  1740. 

I  woud  fain  have  prevaild  on  my  self  to  lett  some 
of  your  late  letters  pass,  as  I  did  that  extraordinary  one  you  wrote  to  me  of 
the  3d  of  April,  1739,  without  taking  any  more  notice  of  them  than,  as  you 
may  remember,  I  did  of  that,  altho'  whenever  it  shall  please  God  to  release 
me  from  this  vale  of  vice,  corruption  and  misery,  you  will  find  a  full  and 
proper  answer  to  every  particular  it  containd,  which,  however,  for  the  sake 
of  luture  family  friendship  (to  which  I  have  sacrificed  other  resentments)  I 
thought  it  more  adviseable  at  that  time  to  suppress  than  send;  but  since  I 
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find  my  silence  hath  only  served  rather  to  sharpen  than  soften  your  stile, 
I  am  at  last  forcd  to  tell  you  that  if  you  have  found  some  of  my  answers  too 
cold,  it  was  because  I  may  more  justly  complain  of  yours  being  much  too 
warm.  Parts,  place  &  power  may  claim  their  due  distinctions,  to  which 
instead  of  being  wanting  I  have  been  often  taxed  by  many  with  having 
paid  too  partial  &  overvaluing  a  regard;  but  then,  when  they  seem  employed 
towards  ye  exstinguishing  or  weakening  of  what  is  also  due  by  the  law  of 
Nature  to  parental  authority,  (wherein  you  as  a  father  of  eight  children 
methinks  are  not  a  little  interessed,)  that  is  a  sort  of  prerogative  I  ought  to 
take  so  much  the  more  care  to  preserve  and  support  as  I  coud  not  help 
seeing  the  tables  have  been  tor  some  time  turning  upon  me.  And  tho'  in 
doing  of  this  I  will  not  assume  the  high  tone  a  certain  father  lately  spoke 
to  his  son  in,  viz  ;  In  this  situation  I  will  receive  no  reply  etc,  yet  if  you  are 
determind,  as  you  seem  to  be,  to  push  our  unhappy  misunderstandings  any 
farther,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  1  at  first  took  to  avoid  &  since  to  heal, 
unfitt  &  unwilling  as  I  am  to  enter  into  such  very  disagreeable  disquisitions, 
you  will  find  I  am  still  able  to  recollect  &  put  together  so  many  facts, 
collateral  wipes  &  squinting  inuendos  (having  some  small  penetration  & 
feeling  left)  as,  coud  my  most  dear  &  reverend  father  have  had  in  his  power 
to  remind  me  of,  I  shoud  rather  have  chosen  might  have  (I  will  say)  slept 
on,  since  you  dont  like  the  words  forgiven  or  forgotte^i.  Once  more  therefore, 
I  advise  &  recommend  that  this  irksome  &  unnatural  part  of  our  correspond- 
ence may  be  dropt,  tho'  you  may  think  no  other  worth  holding  with  a 
superannuated  father. 

The  enclosed  draft  is  for  the  6  months  interest  of  your  ^4500  due  this  day, 

1124-        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  8,  1740. 

I  hope  this  will  find  you  returnd  in  perfect  health 
to  London,   notwithstanding  the  fatigueing  journey  you  contrivd  to  take 
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into,  &,  as  I  expect  to  hear,  tha  same  haste  you  made  out  of  Sussex.  You 
will  have  need  of  all  that  sang-froid  you  mention  not  to  have  inflamd  it 
with  the  past  expeditions  &  with  that  I  suppose  you  intend  to  make  into 
Norfolk  with  the  same  modish  hurry.  Here,  coud  you  find  time  &  leisure 
enough  from  your  publick  undertakings,  you  might  cool  it  into  a  due 
crasis ;  but  whether  your  stay  is  to  be  long  or  short  at  this  unalluring 
place,  you  will  always  be  most  welcome  to  me. — All  the  news  at  present 
talkd  of  here  is  that  France  is  about  turning  her  long  assured  neutrality 
into  a  declaration  of  warr  ;  but  as  neither  our  K.  nor  Viceroys  nor  the 
director  of  all  things  (a  sort  of  Vice-God)  seem  not  apprehensive  of  any 
danger,  by  their  quitting  the  seat  of  government  to  make  unaccountable 
excursions  into  forreign  parts,  and  to  take  unnecessary  country  jaunts  at 
home,  I  conclude  it  must  be  known  or  thought  at  least  that  every  thing  is 
safe  from  that  quarter,  &  that  our  able  Ambassador  will  not  be  sent  home, 
as  hath  been  reported. — If  a  masterly  manner  in  drawing  of  characters 
has  been  always  reckoned  by  men  of  the  best  tastes  in  writing  among  the 
most  difficult  sorts  of  composition,  I  am  apt  to  think  neither  Sallust  nor 
Clarendon  ever  succeeded  in  that  kind  of  painting  better  than  your  self; 
and  as  you  know  I  am  a  great  admirer  of  that  art  in  general,  &  have  learnd 
just  skill  enough  to  discern  the  vast  difference  there  is  in  hands,  so  I  must 
of  course  have  been  not  a  little  pleased  with  the  natural  beauties  of  those 
you  sent  me  from  Goodwood  to  Betterwood. 

1125.        Dear  Felle  Ickworth,  July  26,  1740. 

As  you  say  nothing  in  yours  of  the  15th  instant  oi 
the  fatiguing  fruitless  journey  you  resolved  to  take  after  your  master  (whose 
late  escape  I  sincerely  congratulate)  quite  contrary  to  my  opinion  &  advice, 
since  neither  he  nor  any  about  him  thought  fit  to  send  you  any  notice  of 
his  own,  I  must  conclude  you  found  all  your  labour  &  expences  ill  bestowd. 
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since  you  was  left  behind  at  last.  And  as  you  put  the  pleasure  we  shoud 
all  take  in  having  you  spend  the  remainder  of  the  summer  here  against  the 
many  prudential  reasons  you  coud  have  given  me  for  passing  it  elsewhere, 
I  cannot  help  offering  mine  why  I  think  you  cannot  do  more  wisely  than 
to  prefer  this  place,  even  in  point  of  prudence,  to  any  other,  since  here  you, 
your  servant  &  horses  may  live  for  nothing,  which  (considering  the  present 
state  of  your  finances  are  not  near  in  that  good  order  they  might  &  ought 
to  be  in)  is  a  most  important  article  towards  determining  your  choice. 
Then,  as  to  your  health,  surely  the  daily  air  and  exercise  you  may  take  in 
this  delightfuU  park  are  such  as  no  other  can  outvye  us  in.  And  if  you 
have  any  political  schemes  relating  to  your  future  preferment,  which  you 
imagine  may  be  better  pushd  by  giving  other  people  your  company,  let  me 
know  them,  and  if  I  cannot  convince  you  they  may  be  as  well  pursued  or 
secured  by  your  corresponding  with  those  you  think  are  able  and  willing  to 
serve  you,  and  you  shall  find  me  most  ready  to  release  you  from  any  farther 
attendance  here  for  your  greater  good.  But  I  wish  you  may  not  deceive 
your  self  in  believing  some  people  can  promote  your  pretensions  who  have 
so  many  prior  relations  of  their  own  to  provide  for,  &  who,  if  I  am  rightly 
informd,  are  but  just  able  to  support  themselves  where  they  are. — 

Pray  make  your  mother's  &  my  compliments  to  Lady  Betty  Germaine  in 
the  most  acceptable  manner. 

1126.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  30,  1740. 

I  was  not  a  little  pleased  to  hear  you  had  found 
any  person  here  at  all  agreeable  to  you  at  a  time  I  coud  easily  perceive  the 
place  had  so  small  a  share  in  making  it  self  so  to  you,  tho'  the  master  of 
it  hath  long  endeavourd  to  make  it  the  object  of  your  admiration  and 
delight,  as  it  still  dayly  continues  to  be  of  his.  I  have  since  I  saw  you 
here  been  incessantly  guessing  at  the  several  causes  that  coud  possibly  cast 

Vol.  III.  HH 
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so  strong  &  constant  a  gloom  over  your  countenance,  which  was  very  ob- 
servable to  me,  notwithstanding  the  constant  care  I  saw  you  take  to  conceal 
it.     There  is  one  among  many  others  I  woud  not  have  it  owing  to,  since 
that  woud  only  serve  to  prove  the  weakness  oi  the  best  understandings, 
where  the  force  of  such  temptations  are  concernd.     You   must  excuse  my 
friendly  freedom,  since  you  are  supposed  by  more  than  my  self  to  have 
been  for  some  time  dancing  on  the  brink  of  such  a  precipice,  where  men 
of  the  greatest  dexterity  have  often  broke  their  necks.     I  am  to  thank  you 
for  the  ballads,  but  the  5th  stanza  of  Mr.  Pulteney's  seems  as  imperfect  in 
sense  and  rhyme  as  the  supposd  author  of  the  answer  is  in  point  of  grati- 
tude towards  one  I  know  he  owes  essential  obligations  to.     Beware  of  such 
sort  of  new  friends  as  treat  their  old  ones  so.     I  shall  not  fail  to  shew  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Willes  all  the  distinction  and  civilities  in  my  power,  as  you 
desire,  during  his  stay  at  Bury. 

1127.        DearFelle  Ickworth,  Aug.  25,  1740. 

As  I  expected  every  day  to  see  you  here  after 
your  return  from  Drayton,  how  could  you  think  of  my  writing  again  to  you 
when  I  knew  not  where  my  letter  would  find  you.  The  affair  you  desire 
my  advice  in  is  of  so  nice  a  nature  in  it  self,  and  made  more  so  by  my 
being  so  utter  a  stranger  to  the  humour  and  temper  of  the  person  principally 
concernd,  that  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  what  opinion  to  form  in  relation  to  the 
points  you  seem  to  want  it  in.  That  of  her  fortune*  and  the  settlement  of 
it  are  circumstances  which  every  man  of  common  prudence  (now  a  days 
especially)  would  first  be  well  informd  of ;  but  as  your  heart  seems  to  b& 
more  deeply  engagd  than  I  once  thought  it  could  ever  be  on  such  an  occasion, 
your  first  inquiry  now  should  be  whether,  tho'  your  heart  be  still  the  same 
towards  her,   she  may  retain  the  same  sentiments  she  once  conceivd  for 


*  Marginal  note  says,  Widd  :  Pitfield.— S.H.A.H. 
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you.  The  next  consideration  is  whether  the  mention  of  your  love  so  soon 
after  the  loss  of  her  husband,  either  by  letter  or  word  of  mouth,  may  not 
hurt  her  modesty  in  point  of  decency,  which  you  who  know  her,  and  I  not 
at  all,  must  judge  for  your  self  and  proceed  accordingly.  That  your  duty 
towards  me  should  have  provd  the  occasion  of  any  loss  or  disappointment 
to  you  is  a  consequence  which  gives  me  great  concern,  but  as  piety  to 
parents,  next  to  that  towards  God,  is  of  great  price  in  his  sight,  I  am  very 
confident,  and  would  have  you  be  so  too,  that  whatever  seeming  incon- 
veniences you  may  have  felt  from  it  you  will  in  the  end  find  abundantly 
compensated.  Finding  you  so  rightly  serious  on  this  subject,  I  could  and 
would  have  expatiated  much  farther  upon  it,  but  as  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer 
dind  here  to  day,  and  my  bed-time  is  come,  I  will  only  add  that,  were  I  in 
the  widow's  place,  I  should  not  like  your  intended  idle  expedition  to 
Bartholomew  fair,— Your  poor  mother  I  hope  is  better  upon  the  whole  than 
she  has  been,  and  wishes  you  may  do  what  is  best  for  you. 

1128.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Aug.  30,  1740. 

The  frequent  testimonies  you  send  me  of  your 
kind  endeavours  to  amuse  &  inform  an  aged  parent,  cannot  but  be  accept- 
able to  him,  who,  tho'  now  turnd  into  his  76th  year,  still  finds  himself  most 
anxiously  concernd  for  the  liberty  &  prosperity  of  his  country,  &  more  so 
since  you  are  now  supposd  to  stand  second  to  the  man  who  hath  the  chief 
'  direction  of  all  our  counsels,  who  you  must  expect  in  case  of  ill  success  will 
not  fail  to  throw  as  great  a  share  of  them  upon  your  back  as  he  can  contrive, 
to  lighten  his  own  load,  which  is  already  reckond  to  be  so  overburthensome 
that  the  least  superadded  weight,  tho'  but  of  a  feather,  will  infallibly  break. 
This  I  shoud  &  woud  have  told  you  sooner  but  that  I  have  of  late  livd  so 
long  an  ear  &  eye  witness  of  the  incessant  pains  your  miserable  mother 
Jiath  been  tormented  with,  as  have  mortifyed  me  to  so  great  a  degree  as  to 
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look  on  life  not  worth  the  care  of  prolonging,  subject  to  such  allaying 
accidents.  That  which  most  can  merit  mine  must  arise  from  hearing  your 
health  is  in  a  better  state  than  it  has  been  these  ten  years,  which  I  am  glad 
to  find  I  can  and  do  most  sincerely  &  devoutly  thank  God  for  as  the  most 
valuable  marke  he  can  give  me  of  the  continuance  of  his  unmeritted  favour 
towards  me  &  my  family,  which  must  decline  whenever  it  shall  please  Him 
to  remove  you  from  being  at  the  head  of.  The  many  rebateing  stories 
already  current  on  the  character  of  the  present  K.  of  P.  will  probably 
conclude  in  veryfying  my  fears  concerning  him,  which  were  that,  tho'  all  at 
first  said  of  him  might  then  have  been  near  the  truth,  yet  that  the  mill 
woud  infallibly  spoil  him,  as  it  has  most  other  monarchs,  after  he  &  his 
foreman  shall  have  been  sometime  grinding  in  it.  Your  ludicrous  account 
of  the  jury  &  their  verdict  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Spain  is  a  truly  good 
one  in  its  kind,  but  I  coud  never  have  imagind  that  when  once  ye  point  of 
imbecility  had  been  at  issue  between  him  &  his  Italian  Queen,  the  proof 
coud  possibly  have  turnd  out  at  last  to  lye  against  her  Majesty. 

1129.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ick worth,  Sept.  17,  1740. 

I  have  set  my  self  down  several  times  to  thank 
you  for  the  many  excellent  letters  in  their  kind  which  you  have  found  time 
amidst  all  your  other  business  to  write  to  me  ;  but  as  I  dare  not  trust  my 
self  or  the  post  with  such  animadversions  as  I  cannot  refrain  from  making 
on  the  several  particulars  they  contain,  I  shall  (as  things  at  present  appear) 
content  my  self  with  only  conjuring  you  to  remember  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh's 
dying  advice  to  his  son  :  "Have  a  care  of  contracting  or  continuing  a 
"friendship  with  an  overgrown  greatness  which  falling  will  crush  thee,  or,  if 
"  likely  to  stand  long,  will  grow  insolently  weary  of  support  and  proudly 
"  spurn  those  very  props  that  held  it  up  before."  Have  some  regard  to  this 
in  all  you  do,  as  it  comes  from  one  who  must  love  and  wish  you  better  than 
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any  other  body  can,  &  who  hath  lived  long  enough  to  experience  the  truth 
of  what  Horace  says  : 

Dulcis  inexperto  cultura  potentis  amici ; 
Expertus  metuit. 
As  you  thought  fit  to  determine  the  decisive  article  of  your  son's  education 
Contrary  to  my  known  opinion,  I  shall  not  give  any  upon  the  point  in 
question,  knowing  whatever  you  now  resolve  about  him  will  come  to  the 
same  conclusion,  if  he  is  to  be  continued  in  that  fatal  course  of  company 
and  conversation  current  among  men  of  military  principles,  a  pretty,  pert, 
familiar  specimen  whereof  I  have  already  receivd  from  him  ;  nevertheless, 
whatever  share  you  shall  assign  me  in  the  future  expence  of  his  travels, 
(wherein  I  shall  most  devoutly  pray  to  God  to  protect  &  prosper  him,)  shall 
be  most  chearfully  borne  by  your  most  affectionate  father. 

1130.         To  Lord  Hervey.  Bury,  Oct.  4,  1740. 

I  have  been  here  much  against  my  own  mind  & 
quiet  ever  since  Monday  to  countenance  &  support  our  family  interest  in 
this  town  ;  and  as  the  chusing  of  courtiers  will  prove  a  very  uphill  under- 
taking at  the  next  general  Election,  unless  the  Minister  changes  his 
measures  in  the  interim,  I  know  not  how  in  conscience  I  can  abet  the 
present  members,  shoud  my  life  be  prolonged  to  that  time. — The  history 
your  brother  Felton  brought  me  put  me  in  mind  of  Spaniolets  pictures, 
which,  tho'  the  figures  were  very  frightfuU,  yet  were  drawn  with  such 
masterly  strokes  as  showd  the  utmost  art  in  painting  ;  biat  till  I  can  find  as 
safe  a  conveyance  I  shall  not  tell  you  my  thoughts  on  ye  melancholly  crisis 
of  affairs,  &  even  then  perhaps  I  may  as  well  spare  you  the  pain  of  knowing 
them  as  to  impart  them  now,  since  I  have  so  often  communicated  them  to  no 
better  purpose  than  to  have  them  disbelieved  or  smiled  at. — Mr.  Recorder 
Turner  having  dyed  on  Wednesday  last  after  five  days  illness,  his  son  desired 
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I  vvoud  acquaint  you  therewith,  hoping,  as  I  suppose,  that  you  will  go  into 
mourning  for  him. — I  am  as  glad  as  I  can  be  for  most  things  to  hear  of  so 
thorough  a  reformation  in  Augustus.     God  prosper  and  protect  him. 

1131.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Oct.  15,  1740. 

The  fatal  crisis  being  come  at  last,  which  with  the 
deepest  concern  you  know  I  have  so  long  foreseen  and  so  often  foretold,  tho' 
with  just  the  same  credit  being  paid  to  my  predictions  as  was  to  Cassandra's 
prophecys,  I  must  begin  as  Cicero  did  in  the  same  scituation  of  such  im- 
pending ruin  as  now  seems  hanging  over  us.  De  republica  quid  ego  tibi 
subtiliter  tota  periit.  And  how  coud  it  possibly  prove  otherways  after  so 
long  a  series  of  weak,  corrupt  and  lavish  measures  as  I  have  livd  to  see 
advised  and  supported  by  a  party  of  men  impudently  assuming  the  name  of 
Whiggs.  What  a  black  catalogue  can  I  call  to  mind  of  their  scandalous 
deviations  from  the  sound  and  honest  principles  they  once  professd  !  Have 
they  not  constantly  not  only  opposed  every  motion  made  for  disbanding  any 
part  of  the  standing  army,  even  in  times  of  peace  and  tranquility,  but 
voted  additional  numbers  to  those  already  kept  on  foot,  tho'  they  were 
thought  before  and  will  at  last  be  found  dangerous  to  our  libertys,  and 
much  too  heavy  an  expence  to  be  so  long  continued  on  an  exhausted  nation  ; 
and  then  settled  such  a  revenue  as  was  sufficient  to  maintain  them  without 
the  aid  of  Parliament.  And  here  the  subject  leads  me  into  telling  you 
what  astonishment  that  part  of  your  letter  raisd  in  me,  where  you  say  you 
daily  wish  I  had  put  you  into  the  army  at  twenty  years  old,  both  for  your 
profitt  and  for  the  greater  importance  you  woud  have  been  of  at  present 
etc.  But  if  in  this  you  can  be  in  earnest,  let  me  ask  you  if  you  coud  have 
seen  the  least  service  since,  unless  appearing  powderd  &  embroiderd  at  a 
review  is  to  be  called  so  ?  Or,  coud  you  have  had  the  necessary  oppor- 
tunitys  of  making  your  self  master  of  that  ever  odious,   and  I  hope  will 
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ever  prove  a  useless,  trade  in  this  free  island  with  safety  to  your  life,  (so 
necessary  for  the  carrying  on  of  our  family  but  lately  raisd  to  honour,  &  to 
an  estate  honestly  increasd,)  ought  not  the  ingratefuU  treatment  of  the 
Lords  Argyle,  Cobham,  Stairs  &  Westmoreland,  who  have  all  servd  with  so 
much  honour  &  success,  to  have  throughly  cured  your  riper  judgment  of  so 
unaccountable  a  fondness  for  a  military  employment,  however  greener  minds 
may  have  been  dazzled  with  the  false  &  gaudy  glare  of  one  ?  But  to  return, 
had  they  not  also  the  unnatural  complaisance  even  to  oppose  &  baffle  the 
seasonable  motion  made  for  bringing  over  ye  Protestant  successor,  at  a 
time  too  when  that  wise  &  necessary  provision  was  thought  in  the  utmost 
danger  ?  Then,  as  if  triennial  Parliaments  were  found  not  to  give  scope 
sufficient  to  finish  the  whole  sett  of  slavish  schemes  in,  they  thought  fitt  to 
alter  them  to  septenial  ones;  since  which  what  hath  not  been  done  or 
attempted  to  be  done  towards  our  destruction  ?  Hath  not  every  society  of 
men,  as  well  as  particular  pickpockets,  deeply  concernd  in  ye  grossest 
frauds  and  impositions  on  the  publick,  been  screend  &  protected  rather  than 
exemplarily  punished  ?  Then,  votes  of  credit  &  confidence  yearly  passd 
without  limitation  or  account,  and  yet  after  so  many  sums  given  for  secret 
service  no  timely  intelligence  of  the  naval  armaments  at  Brest  &  Toulon 
till  they  were  saild  from  their  respective  harbours,  and,  which  is  yet  more 
surprizing,  no  information  from  our  alert  &  vigilant  ambassadour  at  Paris 
of  what  has  been  sometime  doing  at  Dunkirk,  in  manifest  breach  of  the 
only  express  &  valuable  article  of  that  exploded  treaty  of  Utrecht  ;  but  all 
people  rightly  ask,  How  coud  Sir  Robert  expect  more  faithfull  service  from 
a  grandson  of  King  James's  ?  [Lord  Waldegrave.]  Then  as  to  the  publick 
debt,  how  very  little  of  that  hath  been  lessend  in  twenty  seven  years  of 
peace,  altho'  the  sinking-fund  was  set  apart  as  sacred  for  that  necessary 
purpose.  And  were  not  the  Excise  scheme  &  Register  Bill  for  seamen  full 
of  such  seeds  of  slavery  as  never  woud  have  been  dared  to  be  offerd  at  but 
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trom  trusting  in  such  mercenary  majoritys  as  woud  stick  at  nothing  ?  And 
after  all  this  threw  out  that  so  absolutely  necessary  Bill  for  limitting  the 
number  of  Place-men  in  the  House  of  Comons,  without  which  all  things 
must  &  will  go  on  from  bad  to  worse.  Then  the  warr  which  was  so  long 
injudiciously  &  impolitickly  delayd,  and  since  reluctantly  declared,  how 
very  unpromising  an  earnest  was  it  of  its  being  intended  to  be  carried  on 
with  vigour  to  send  Admiral  Vernon  to  America  (the  only  sensible  part  we 
coud  anoy  Spain  in)  with  six  ships  only,  &  without  one  land-soldier  on 
board  them  !  These  are  the  men  who,  for  abetting  these  &  many  other 
monstruous  measures  I  coud  enumerate,  I  long  since  abandond  to  preserve 
my  own  innocence,  leaving  them  to  inherit  their  own  shame  ;  and  wish 
with  all  my  soul  you  had  done  so  too,  when  so  timely  and  strongly  urged  & 
invited  by  me  to  retire,  and  on  your  own  terms  too,  from  a  Court  &  councels 
I  even  then  saw  must  bring  us  into  all  the  dangers,  difficultys  &  distresses 
we  are  now  labouring  under,  and  which  we  can  hardly  hope  the  same  heads 
&  hearts  that  brought  us  into  them  shoud  ever  be  able,  if  willing  now,  to 
extricate  us  out  of.  But  why  shoud  we  wonder  at  your  friends  oversights  in 
our  affairs,  when  I  think  he  has  been  guilty  of  the  grossest  one  in  his  own  ; 
which  was  that  when  he  found  he  coud  not  prevail  on  a  certain  person  not 
to  take  the  most  unpopular,  unseasonable,  unaccountable  journey  in  all  its 
circumstances  that  was  ever  heard  or  read  of  in  story,  he  did  not  im- 
mediately quit  his  post  of  Prime  Minister,  wherein  he  had  made  such 
mellancholly  work  in  every  branch  of  his  administration  ;  and  that  woud 
have  been  of  more  service  towards  saving  his  head,  &  as  most  people  think 
his  ill-gotten  estate,  than  any  bargain  he  can  now  drive  with  those  who  are 
to  succeed  him.  But — Quem  Deus  vult  perdere,  dementat  prius.  Think 
not  now  what  I  have  said  to  be  the  language  of  picque  or  disappointment, 
for  you  know  I  coud  meet  with  none,  as  I  never  pretended  to  any  post,  and 
I  can  with  strict  truth  tell  you,  I  had  much  rather  our  affairs  had  prosperd 
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in  his  hands  than  any  other,  as  he  became  head  of  a  party  I  early  enterd 
into,  v&  hope  I  have  never  svvervd  from  the  true  patriotick  principles  it 
professd,)  and  that  with  Mordecai  I  can  sincerely  say.  Thou  knowest  all 
things,  Lord,  and  that  it  was  neither  in  contempt  or  pride,  nor  from  any 
desire  of  gain  or  glory,  that  I  have  not  bowd  down  to  Haman,  for  I  coud 
have  been  content  with  good  will  for  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  our  Israel 
to  have  almost  kissd  the  soles  of  his  feet.  My  poor  old  head  being  like  my 
heart  ready  to  burst,  I  can  say  no  more  but,  as  this  day  reminds  me  (birth- 
day), to  bless  God  for  having  given  me  such  a  son;  and  I  hope  you  will 
never  forget  to  thank  him  as  you  ought  for  such  uncommon  talents  as  it 
hath  pleased  him  to  endow  you  with. 

1132.        To  Colonel  Norton.  Ickworth,  Oct.  15,  1740. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
remember  I  was  always  averse  to  every  measure  that  could  create  any 
division  in  a  body  of  men  mostly,  if  not  once  wholly,  friends  to  me  &  my 
family,  and  more  especially  reluctant  as  to  the  beginning  or  carrying  on  of 
any  law  suits,  the  consequence  whereof,  tho' you  had  been  rightly  advisd  as 
to  the  foundation  of,  (which  you  know  I  made  a  question  of,)  I  foresaw  woud 
naturally  tend  to  widen  a  breach  it  was  my  interest  shoud  be  closed;  yet  as 
you  found  your  self  engaged  by  a  wrong  &  hasty  opinion  in  defending  the 
legality  of  a  proceeding  the  Charter  I  conceivd  woud  never  v^arrant,  I  was 
contented  my  son  shoud  bear  half  ye  expence  of  that  bill  you  sent  me,  tho' 
I  was  at  the  same  time  told  I  coud  never  hurt  my  general  interest  but  by 
farther  espousing  your  particular  one  in  the  manner  I  was  doing  ;  &  there- 
fore desired  him  to  tell  you  that  you  was  not  to  expect  after  that  our 
appearing  as  parties  against  those  you  stile  in  ye  opposition,  who  I  have 
found  equally  &  cordially  my  friends  and  worthy  of  being  kept  so. — As  to 
my  meeting  of  the  gentlemen  again,  which  you  mention,  I  shall  be  ready 
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to  do  so  whenever  you  or  they  will  appoint,  but  I  can  say  no  more  than 
repeat  to  them  what  I  told  you  at  the  Hall,  which  was  that  the  first  pre- 
liminary towards  an  accomodation  was  that  all  proceedings  at  law  should 
cease,  but  I  did  not  remember  any  thing  mentiond  with  relation  to  costs  in 
our  conferences.  But  as  to  them,  you  told  me  upon  the  authority,  as  I 
remember,  of  some  experiencd  person  in  the  practice  of  ye  law,  that  in  all 
cases  where  the  parties  once  agree  that  all  farther  proceedings  shoud  be  at 
an  end,  the  contending  parties  bear  their  own  charges.  I  am,  Sir,  your 
most  faithfull,  humble  servant. 

1133.  To  Serjeant  Barnardiston.  Ickworth,  Oct.  i6,  1740. 

The  Recorder  of  Bury  dying  on  the  morning  of 
the  same  day  I  dined  with  the  Corporation  at  the  Guild-Hall,  Mr.  Grigby 
the  Town-Clerk  desiring  that  I  woud  let  him  be  his  successor  as  Steward  of 
my  Courts  on  this  side  of  the  country,  who  having  been  always  a  very 
steady  friend  to  mine  &  my  family's  interest  in  that  burrough,  and  being 
besides  a  man  every  way  qualified  for  the  due  discharge  of  the  office,  &  not 
then  knowing  that  you  were  desirous  of  more  stewardships  of  that  kind,  I 
made  him  a  grant  of  them. — As  I  heard  you  had  appointed  a  Court  lo  be 
held  at  Sproughton  on  the  first  instant,  where  Mr.  Cutler,  a  very  considerable 
coppyhold  tennant,  lately  dyed,  I  shoud  be  glad  to  know  if  there  was  any 
held,  and  if  there  was  that  you'd  let  me  know  what  passd  there,  an  account 
whereof  has  been  ever  since  expected  by  your  friend  &  servant. 

1134.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Oct.  20,  1740. 

I  herewith    send   you  an  order  for  ^150   on   my 

banker,  to  answer  the  draught  your  son  made  lately  on  you.     I  wish  his 

future  improvements    may   answer   your  expectations  ;    mine   will   not  be 

.disappointed  since  I  read  what  Brantome  wrote  of  Phillip  Strozzi,  that  after 
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he  left  his  studies  for  arms,  he  never  spent  half  an  hour  in  a  day  in  reading  ; 
&  how  very  able  and  substantial  a  man  that  sort  of  life  must  at  last  produce, 
your  own  past  practice  for  several  years  to  redeem  that  time  you  had  lost 
will  sufficiently  shew  him  your  private  opinion  of. — I  thank  you  for  the  Kingof 
Prussia's  (as  you  say)  Anti-machiavel,  a  work  which  other  people  have  given 
to  Voltaire ;  the  stile,  as  far  as  I  have  dippd  into  it,  seems  a  good  deal  like 
that  of  the  latter  ;  however,  I  shoud  be  glad  to  know  the  true  author.  But 
be  that  as  it  will,  your  comments  on  the  royal  one's  heart  gave  me  much' 
more  concern  than  your  criticisms  on  the  book,  for  shoud  the  mill  so  far 
spoil  him  as  to  hearken  to  the  inticements  of  France,  who  hath  it  in  her 
power  to  carve  out  very  tempting  collups  for  him  out  of  the  succession  in 
Juliers  &  Berg,  and  thereby  detach  him  from  the  Protestant  interest  and 
maintaining  the  ballance  in  Europe,  what  must  become  of  Germany,  Holland 
&  us,  shoud  the  Emperor  dye  too  before  that  succession  is  also  settled  ? 

1135.        To  my  son  Felton,  Ickworth,  Oct.  27,  1740. 

I  have  been  so  very  ill  since  I  came  hither  from 
Bury,  that  I  am  not  yet  able  to  tell  you  more  than  that  I  think  the  proposal 
of  vesting  Mrs,  P.'s  joynture  in  trustees  for  her  seperate  use  is  so  very 
unreasonable  and  unprecedented  an  one,  that  I  shall  be  so  farr  from  ever 
giving  my  consent  to,  that  should  you  be  so  great  a  dupe  as  to  submit  to  any 
thing  like  it,  I  should  not  willingly  leave  you  the  fortune  you  equally  stand 
intitled  to  with  my  younger  sons  by  my  will,  to  contribute  towards  placeing 
you  in  so  ridiculous  and  precarious  a  situation.  This,  together  with  the 
intricacy  you  say  Mr.  Prime  finds  upon  perusing  Mr.  Woolaston's  abstract 
of  the  general  state  of  her  affairs,  makes  it  but  common  prudence  in  me  to 
say  no  more  at  present  till  encouragd  by  more  favourable  circumstances 
attending  the  whole.  As  to  the  ^600  you  say  Sir  R.  Smith  will  lend  you 
<m  my  being  bound  for  it,  I  had  much  rather  raise  that  sum  myself,  and  will 
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do  so  preferably  to  my  standing  surety  for  it.     I  would  by  no  means  have^^ 
you  think  of  calling  in  Mr.  Murray  to  assist  Serjeant  Prime,  who  may  take 
offence  at  it  ;  besides,  that  you  will  find  one  Counsel  chargable  enough  for 
the  depth  your  pockett  is  likely  to  be  of. 

1136.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  3,  1740. 

I  can  with  strict  truth  assure  you  tis  no  small 
addition  to  all  the  rest  of  those  disquiets  the  present  situation  of  our 
publick  affairs  fills  my  mind  with,  that  I  find  myself  obligd  for  your  sake  to 
acquaint  you  with  such  truths  that  perhaps  no  body  but  my  self  dare  tell 
you,  because  they  are  unwelcome  ones,  and  that  in  return  for  so  many  very 
good  letters  as  I  so  frequently  receive  from  you  I  am  not  able  to  dissemble 
with  you,  but  must  acquaint  you  that  de  Republica  nihil  habeo  ad  te 
scribere  nisi  summum  odium  omnium  hominum  in  eos  qui  tenent  omnia  ; 
mutationis  tamen  spes  nulla.  But  if  no  change  of  measures  can  be  at  last 
resolvd  on  by  your  friend,  notwithstanding  the  dangerous  precipice  those 
he  hath  already  so  long  persued  hath  brought  himself  and  us  to  the  very 
brink  of,  and  the  faint  and  languid  prosecution  of  that  necessary  warr  we 
now  (tho'  many  years  too  late)  are  engagd  in  poorly  answering  the  vast  and 
heavy  expences  of  our  several  armaments,  if,  I  say,  after  all  he  cannot  but 
have  seen  and  heard  and  we  all  have  too  long  felt,  he  can  be  still  determind 
to  go  on  in  the  same  destructive  methods  which  have  brought  this  nation 
into  the  precarious,  hazardous  condition  all  men  are  come  to  own  it  stands 
in,  and  will  neither  for  his  own  sake  nor  ours  alter  them,  I  shall  think  of 
him  as  Julius  Scaliger  said  of  Cardan  (who  was  a  man  of  parts  also) :  Qui 
in  quibusdam  interdum  plus  homine  sapere,  in  pluribus  minus  pueris 
intelligere  videtur.  Hath  he  not  persisted  in  the  practice  of  such  a  system 
of  politicks  as  his  most  avowd  enemies  could  have  wishd  him  to  persevere 
in,  to  bring  about  his  own  destruction  ?    Hath  he  struck  one  coup  d'eclat 
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during  his  long  administration  ?  And  on  the  contrary,  how  many  steps 
have  been  taken  to  weaken,  if  not  throw  down,  the  necessary  guards  and 
fences  of  our  libertys  ?  But  as  I  know  these  questions  are  never  agreable 
to  you,  I  will  ask  no  more  but  this  :   Am  I  to  see  no  change  ? 

1137.        DearFelle  Ickworth,  Nov.  6,  1740. 

The  inclosd  order  on  my  banker  for  the  six 
hundred  pounds  you  say  you  are  in  immediate  want  of  to  fix  you  at  best 
hand  in  the  house  you  have  taken,  will,  I  hopa,  convince  you  (as  it  is  a 
gift  and  not  a  loane)  that  I  never  intended  to  putt  you  upon  a  camelion- 
diet  till  my  death,  especially  as  I  can  and  do  give  entire  credit  to  all  you 
tell  me  on  that  subject  from  the  experience  of  my  own  heart,  which,  God  is 
my  witness,  never  knew  any  grief  (excepting  that  for  the  loss  of  my  most 
excellent  wife)  comparable  to  what  it  felt  upon  the  death  of  my  very  best  of 
fathers  and  of  men,  whose  chaste  and  pious  example,  if  you  can  obtain 
grace  enough  to  follow  in  all  things,  (as  I  have  endeavourd  to  do,  tho* 
sequiturque  patrem  non  passibus  equis  may,  I  fear,  be  but  too  justly 
applicable  to  me  at  last,)  I  can  almost  warrant  you  shall  be  (what  I  am 
extreamly  pleasd  to  hear  you  think  Mrs.  P.  throughly  capable  of  making 
you)  the  happyest  man  that  ever  was  born.  But  do  not  imagine  that  when 
she  shall  have  made  you  so,  that  you  can  long  continue  such  unless  you 
can  with  full  assurance  tell  your  self  that  you  have  neither  omitted  any 
thing  in  your  power  to  make  her  so  too,  nor  ever  committed  (as  your  father 
can  safely  swear  he  never  did)  that  modish  crime  must  in  its  fatal  con- 
sequences make  her  farr  otherwise.  But  as  I  have  found  this  is  so  natural 
a  debt  for  common  gratitude  to  pay,  such  hearts  as  I  take  yours  to  be  not 
in  the  lowest  class  of  will  want  no  prompter  for  the  due  discharge  of. — 
Serjeant  Prime  rightly  judges  that  what  he  has  refusd  to  accept  of  as  a 
Counsel  for  the  present  service  he  is  doing  for  you  may  and  probably  will 
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be  rewarded  with  treble  interest  by  his  being  promoted  by  our  family-credit 
from  theBarr  to  the  Bench  hereafter. — I  am  glad  to  hear  you  have  prudently 
agreed  to  deferr  your  marriage  till  the  expiration  of  the  weeds,  the  nice 
observation  of  the  decencies  on  all  occasions  being  never  to  be  dispencd 
with. — Your  poor  mother  desires  you  may  know  she  is  very  sensible  of  the 
kind  inquiry  you  make  after  the  state  of  her  health,  which  tho'  it  hath  been 
better  than  when  you  left  us,  yet  she  hath  had  a  return  of  her  pains  since 
the  very  severe  weather  we  have  had  of  late. — As  my  removal  from  hence 
to  London  depends  on  the  advice  I  shall  receive  when  the  Parliament  (as  it 
is  calld)  will  sitt  to  do  business,  so  your  question  on  that  head  cannot  yet 
be  answerd  with  any  certainty  by  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 
P,S. — Make  all  our  complifments  acceptable  as  you  think  fitt  to  Mrs.  P. 

1133.        To  my  son  the  Lord  Privy  Seal.     Ickworth,  Nov.  lo,  i  74-O. 

The  state  you  sent  me  of  the  present  situation 
of  the  Empire  is  drawn  with  much  more  exactness  and  perspicuity  than  I 
thought  it  possible  for  the  witt  of  man  to  deduce  from  so  intricate  and 
complicated  a  subject,  and  as  I  saw  it  must  have  cost  you  much  time  and 
pains  to  compile,  I  could  not  help  wishing  at  the  end  of  every  paragraph  of 
it  that  you  would  think  the  British  laws  and  constitution  as  worthy  an  object 
at  least  of  your  more  serious  researches,  they  being  the  noblest  and  most 
useful  study  an  English  gentleman  can  make  himself  master  of;  that  I  am 
no  deeper  an  adept  in  them  than  perhaps  you  have  found  me  was  not  for 
want  of  an  early  inspection  into  the  nature  of  them,  and  whose  beauty  gave 
me  that  true  love  and  zeal  for  liberty  which  I  have  ever  retaind  and  can 
never  abate  of,  and  from  the  just  value  I  sett  upon  her  do  most  passionately 
desire  that  your  thorough  knowledge  of  them  may  beget  the  same  sensa- 
tions in  your  mind  also,  and  then  you  will  think,  as  I  do,  that  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  if  long  continued  in  this  country,  will  at  length  be 
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found  very  dangerous  and  improper  guardians  to  take  care  either  of  her 
safety  or  preservation. — This  being  a  season  of  universal  curiosity,  I  intend 
to  be  in  Town  on  Munday  the  17th  instant,  unless  you  can  lett  me  know  by 
Thursday  nights  post  (which  I  desire  you  would  not  faile  of  doing,  tho'  but 
by  a  single  line  only,)  that  the  Parliament  will  not  sitt  the  1 8th  to  do 
business,  in  which  case  I  shall  be  glad  to  stay  as  much  longer  as  possible 
where  I  am,  health  and  freedom  from  pain  being  better  preservd  here  than 
at  London. 

P.S. — I  have  by  this  post  returnd  your  rough  draught  in  2  packets  as 
they  came  to  me,  after  taking  a  copy  of  it,  which  I  shall  often  read  with 
fresh  pleasure, 

1139,        To  ye  Earl  of  Warrington.  London,  Nov.  25,  1740. 

I  ought  to  have  thankd  your  Lordship  sooner  for 
the  honour  of  your  letter,  had  not  some  difficulties  arisen  in  the  course  of 
the  treaty  depending  between  Mrs.  Howard  and  me  retarded  the  completion 
of  it ;  all  which  being  now  removd,  I  am  at  liberty  to  tell  your  Lordship 
that  the  young  ladys  having  the  honour  to  be  related  to  your  Lordship's 
family  (which  I  have  long  held  in  the  highest  esteem)  was  an  ingredient, 
which  indued  me  to  make  several  concessions  towards  the  attainment  of 
an  alliance  so  very  acceptable  to,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  servant. 

1140.        Dear  Will  London,  Dec.  7,  1740. 

Judg  how  great  my  concern  and  that  of  all  your 
friends  here  must  have  been  upon  the  report  that  you  and  your  ship  were 
all  lost,  when  the  news  of  your  being  gott  to  Lisbon,  tho'  with  a  broken 
iegg  andshatterd  ship,  provd  no  small  relief  to  us.  As  I  have  been  credibly 
assurd  the  bone  was  well  sett,  I  hope  this  will  find  you  out  of  pain.  Should 
you  have  occasion  for  any  money  where  you  are,  I  need  not  tell  you  what 
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ample  assets  I  havs  of  yours  in  my  hands  to  answer  any  draughts  you 
make  upon  me.  As  I  understand  your  former  agent,  Jasper,  hath  been  and 
still  is  under  some  difficulties,  I  hope  you  had  early  notice  enough  of  his 
embarrasments  not  to  have  sufferd  much  by  him.  Lord  Privy-Seal  tells  me 
he  had  a  letter  from  Augustus,  (who  methinks,  or  young  Oliver,  might  have 
given  themselves  the  trouble  ot  a  line  or  two  to  me  also,)  who  it  seems  is 
made  a  Lieutenant,  and  going  in  a  nother  ship  for  America  ;  if  he  should 
be  still  with  you,  give  him  my  blessing  however,  which  with  my  fervent 
prayers  for  your  safety  and  better  success  shall  constantly  attend  you  also, 
being  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

P.S. — Your  mother  sympathizes  in  all  things  with  me  as  to  you. 

114L        To  Lord  Griffin.  London,  Dec.  7,  1740. 

I  expected  to  have  had  the  honour  of  seeing  your 
Lordship  here  after  the  meeting  of  the  Parliament,  but  finding  neither  your 
proxy  enterd  nor  hearing  upon  enquiry  when  you  are  expected,  makes  me 
give  you  this  trouble  to  know  what  answer  you  have  given  Mr.  Higgins  to 
his  letter  of  the  17th  past,  that  I  may  make  my  own  agreable  to  it ;  or  if 
you  have  not  yet  returnd  him  any,  that  you  would  let  me  know  what  you 
would  have  done  relating  to  the  several  particulars  therein  containd, 
especially  since  he  desird  to  know  our  resolutions  with  all  convenient 
speed. — I  sent  your  Lordship  word  that  tho'  my  son  Charles  had  been  at 
Cambridge  on  purpose  to  gett  a  coppy  of  the  statutes  of  Magdalen  College, 
that  he  coud  not  then  obtain  one.  What  your  Lordship  intends  to  do  in 
that  affair,  or  how  you  woud  have  me  move  in  it,  (as  Doctor  Waterland 
cannot  continue  long)  is  expected  by  your  most  humble  servant. 

1142.        To  Arthur  Heigham  Esq.  London,  Dec.  13,  1740. 

I  wrote  my  son  Charles  word  that  instead  of 
sending  me  the  paper-draughts  of  the   intended  settlement,  as  I  expected 
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and  as  I  thought  was  agreed  between  us,  which  would  have  been  easily 
alterable  where  not  persuant  to  the  parties  intentions,  that  I  was  surprisd  to 
find  it  ingrosd  on  parchment,  and  where,  as  I  am  advisd,  there  are  several 
clauses  not  agreable  to  our  mutual  stipulations,  as  for  example,  that  in  case 
Miss  Howard  should  dye  before  my  son,  that  the  ^100  per  annum  should 
cease,  and  so  my  son  left  without  any  benefit  by  this  intended  marriage. 
But  as  this  is  but  one  of  the  objections  the  deeds  I  perceive  by  those  who 
are  wiser  than  my  self  in  these  matters  are  liable  to,  tis  desird  that  you 
would  send  up  the  deed  of  the  21  January,  1705,  together  with  an  authentick 
copy  of  Mr.  George  Booth's  will,  and  that  such  a  draft  may  be  settled  as 
may  obviate  all  objections.  After  having  given  yourself  so  much  trouble 
in  this  affair  already,  it  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  have  been  perswaded 
to  give  you  any  more;  but  as  several  concessions  have  been  made  by  me,  and 
an  additional  reserve  started  by  Mrs.  Howard  of  a  power  of  waste  over  an 
estate  I  have  accepted  as  a  security  for  ^3000,  after  a  prior  mortgage  made 
of  it  for  ^600,  and  the  whole  hardly  ,^200  per  annum,  it  behoves  me  to  see 
a  little  for  my  son,  who  seems  quite  ignorant  of  what  he  ought  to  have  been 
better  informd  ot  before  he  had  ingagd  himself  so  deeply  as  with  much 
difficulty  I  at  last  found  he  had  unwarrantably  done  without  my  privity  or 
asking  any  consent  of  your  humble  servant,  Bristol, 

1143.        To  Arthur  Heigham  Esq.  London,  Dec.  27,  1740. 

Amidst  the  hurry  of  business  and  cerimonies 
necessarily  incident  to  the  marriage  of  my  son  Felton,  I  have  just  found  time 
enough  to  send  you  the  inclosd  abstract,  with  the  marginal  notes  which 
contain  such  objections  as  the  ingrossd  deed  you  sent  me  is  supposed  to  be 
liable  to,  and  hope  you  will  be  of  opinion  that  some,  if  not  all,  of  them 
ought  to  be  explaind  &  complyd  with.  As  Mrs.  Howard  desird  Sir  Thomas 
Hanmer  might  see  the  ingrosd  deed,  I  have  given  both  that  and  the  abstract 

Vol.    III.  KK 
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of  it  with  a  coppy  of  the  marginal  notes  this  day  into  his  hands,  and  shoud 
have  been  glad  Mrs.  Howard  would  have  shewn  the  same  readyness  as  to 
parting  with  the  power  of  waste  over  an  estate  under  treble  engagements, 
as  also  that  Counsel  here  might  have  seen  the  title-deeds,  that  they  might 
have  understood  more  clearly  what  part  of  the  estate  is  liable  where  the 
moytie  is  mentiond  for  the  ;^500  chargd  by  Mr.  George  Booth's  will  to  be 
payable  to  Miss  Howard,  and  which  said  ^500  is  to  be  made  up  ^3000, 
which  you  wrote  me  the  27th  of  October  last  was  consented  to  by  Mrs, 
Howard  to  be  my  son  Charles's  in  all  events,  a  point,  which  had  it  not  been 
fully  assented  to,  I  should  never  have  given  my  self  any  farther  trouble 
about  the  treaty  between  us.  As  you  desird  such  particulars  might  be 
assignd  wherein  the  deed  was  exceptionable,  I  hope  you  will  either  admitt 
the  remarks  to  be  valid,  or  send  such  answers  to  them  as  may  satisfy  your 
faithful  servant,  Bristol. 

1144.  To  Lord  Griffin.  London,  Jan.  3,  1 740/1. 

As  I  have  taken  some  advice  on  the  word 
successoribus,  &  find  the  import  of  it  to  be  of  a  doubtful  signification 
as  our  relation  stands  to  Lord  Audley  the  founder,  and  that  it  is  no  ways 
appendant  to  or  attendant  on  the  Barony  of  Walden  to  nominate  to  the 
Mastership  of  Magdalen  College,  I  cannot  think  it  worth  our  trouble  to 
move  in  it.  If  your  Lordship  knows  of  any  person  who  may  have  a  better 
opinion  of  our  title,  and  who  will  think  it  worth  his  while  to  try  it  at  his 
own  expence  on  condition  of  having  the  first  turn  therein,  my  wife  &  I  will 
readily  consent  thereto  in  case  your  Lordship  approves  of  it,  being  your 
Lordships  most  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

1145.  To  Lord  Griffin.  London,  Jan.  ro,  1740/1. 

I  return  your  Lordship  the  inclosd  paper  un- 
executed by  my  wife  &  self,  being  advised  the  words  "  your  last  master " 
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may  be  construed  to  import  too  strong  an  admission  of  the  late  Dr.  Water- 
land's  legal  title  to  the  Mastership,  who  was  nominated  by  the  heir  male  of 
the  Earls  of  Suffolk,  and  enjoyd  it  many  years  without  molestation  from 
the  heirs  general,  and  therefore  instead  of  those  words  "  your  late  master" 
should  be  inserted  only  the  two  words  following  "now  vacant."  As  to  the 
character  of  Mr.  Bliss  for  learning,  sobriety  and  being  well  affected  to  the 
present  Government  etc.,  I  must  and  do  rely  intirely  on  your  Lordship  for, 
and  make  no  doubt  but  he  will  be  found  in  every  respect  to  answer  what 
your  Lordship  knows  will  be  expected  by  your  most  obedient,  faithful! 
servant,  Bristol. 

1146.  To  Lord  Griffin.  London,  Jan.  15,  1 740/1. 

I  am  glad  your  Lordship  approvd  of  the  alteration 
1  thought  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  instrument  you  first  sent  me  ;  you 
may  conclude  I  lookd  upon  it  as  no  very  immaterial  an  one,  or  I  should  not 
have  given  your  Lordship  the  trouble  of  a  second.  My  wife  &  I  have 
executed  the  inclosd  upon  the  intire  confidence  we  repose  in  your  Lordship's 
assurance  that  Mr.  Bliss  is  in  all  respects  qualified  for  the  office  conferrd 
on  him  by  your  Lordship  and  your  most  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 
Lady  Bristol  desires  I  would  return  your  Lorship's  compliments. 

1147.  To  Lord  Griffin.  London,  Feb.  26,  1 740/1. 

I  am  obligd  to  your  Lordship  for  the  inclosd 
account  you  sent  me,  both  of  the  Clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  &  also 
for  the  4th  Statute  relating  to  Magdalen  College  ;  and  am  sorry  to  tell  you 
that  the  more  our  title  opens  it  self  as  to  our  right  of  nomination  to  the 
Mastership,  the  less  sanguine  I  grow  as  to  Mr.  Bliss's  success,  which  gives 
me  some  concern,  as  his  trouble  &  expence  may  not  finally  turn  out  to  his 
advantage.     I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  or  your  Lordship  from  time 
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to  time  how  matters  move,  and  if  my  advice  can  be  of  any  service  to  him  in 
the  farther  prosecution  of  our  claim,  your  Lordship  or  he  may  command 
your  most  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

1148.  To  Mrs.  Howard.  London,  March  31,  174 1. 

Madam 

I  make  no  doubt  but  when  you  have  read  over 
the  copy  of  your  own  letter  to  my  wife  &  that  of  Mr.  Heigham's  to  me,  con- 
cerning the  ;^3ooo  which  you  had  consented  should  at  all  events  be  in  my 
son's  disposal,  and  the  extract  from  his  other  letter  relating  to  the  ^  100  per 
annum  to  be  allowd  him  during  your  life,  which  you  will  see  he  wrote  me 
word  you  then  readily  came   into,   I  say,  Madam,  when  those  are  once 
compard  with  the  new  proposals  you  have  since  thought  fitt  to  send  me 
relating  to  both  those  essential  articles,  they  must  be  found  so  unjustifyably 
varyed  from  what  was  at  first  agreed  on  by  us,  that  1  hope  you  will  excuse 
me  (as  all  the  world  will  do)  if  I  absolutely  refuse  doing  any  thing  on  my 
part,  if  the  first  conditions  on  which  I  began  any  treaty  at  all  are  not 
punctually  performd    on   yours,   in    an  affair   which  hath  been   begun   &: 
carryed  on  in   so  unfair  a  way  by  some,  &  so  undutifull  &  disrespectfull  a 
manner  by  others,  towards  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1149.  To  Mr.  Bourchier  Durell.  Ickworth,  April  25,  1741. 

Not  knowing  whether  you  may  have  found  an 
opportunity  of  being  informd  from  Mr.  Kelsall  himself  of  the  true  state  of 
your  affair  depending  before  the  Treasury,  I  have  sent  you  a  copy  of  his 
letter  to  me,  wherein  you  will  find  how  thorough  a  master  he  has  made 
himself  of  your  case,  and  what  pains  he  has  taken  at  my  request  to  make 
himself  so,  &  that  Mr.  Beavor  seems  to  be  the  principal  remora  lying  in 
your  way,   which  your  friend  Mr.  Vynor  will  be  better  able  to  advise  you 
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how  to  remove  than  I  can  pretend  to  do.  If  you  shoud  find  that  Mr.  Kelsall 
can  be  further  servicable  to  you,  I  dare  answer  he  will  not  grudge  his  pains 
on  my  account ;  but  then  as  he  is  a  man  in  full  business  of  his  own,  you 
must  take  care  not  to  interrupt  him  too  frequently  but  in  points  of  absolute 
necessity.  Should  what  I  have  done  prove  of  any  use  to  you  and  to  the 
family  of  the  Elwes's  to  which  you  are  now  allyd,  and  which  I  have  always 
been  a  well  wisher  to,  it  would  prove  a  great  satisfaction  to  your  friend  & 
servant,  Bristol. 

1150.        To  Mr.  Kelsall.  Ickworth,  April  25,  174 1. 

Altho'  sitting  in  a  writing  posture  is  become 
uneasy  to  me,  I  should  have  found  my  self  yet  more  so,  were  I  not  to  have 
taken  the  very  first  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  the  friendly  pains  you 
have  taken  at  my  request  to  make  yourself  so  perfect  a  master  as  I  see  you 
have  done  in  Mr.  Durell's  affair,  who  having  marryed  one  of  the  eight 
children  the  late  Captain  Elwes  left  behind  him  in  a  most  distressd  con- 
dition, turns  the  trouble  you  have  given  yourself  into  a  most  meritorious  act 
of  charity,  beside  the  great  &  new  obligation  you  have  thereby  laid  on.  Sir, 
your  most  faithfull  friend  &  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — My  lord  having  really  put  himself  into  a  good  deal  of  pain  with 
writing  this  letter,  to  prevent  his  having  more  I  have  begd  of  him  that  I 
may  make  his  compliments  for  him  to  Mrs.  Kelsall  in  the  most  particular 
manner,  as  the  Scribe  does  hers  to  you,     A.H. 

115L        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  April  25,  1 741. 

Whenever  you  want  money  you  need  make  no 
excuse  to  me,  being  always  ready  to  accomodate  you,  &  therefore  I  lose  no 
time  in  sending  you  the  draft  on  my  banker  for  the  j^  150  as  you  desire. — I 
am  glad  you  are  at  last  gratifyed  in  what  you  have  so  long  laboured  at  for 
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your  friend,  and  since  you  seem  so  well  to  value  peerage  in  other  familys, 
I  must  take  this  occasion  to  lament  your  having  ever  fallen  out  with  her* 
who  had  so  meritorious  a  share  in  bringing  the  first  into  our  own.  If  any 
man  ever  had  reason  to  ask  any  office  for  life,  sure  you  have  the  strongest 
title,  since,  if  one  certain  one  fails,  you  have  no  chance  to  be  considered  by 
those  who  are  to  follow;  but  perhaps  H.  W.'s  (Horace  Walpole)  merit  & 
yours  may  be  deemd  unequal  by  fraternal  partiality.  I  have  a  correspondent 
who  seldom  guesses  wrong,  &  he  says  the  King  will  go  to  H. ;  if  so,  all 
true  friends  will  pass  this  summer  in  very  uneasy  apprehensions  for  this 
country. — I  woud  write  more,  but  pain  prevents  me. 

1152.        To  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  Ickworth,  April  27,  1741. 

Sir  Robert  Smyth  intending  to  offer  himself  as  a 
candidate  at  the  next  election  to  represent  the  University  of  Cambridge,  & 
knowing  what  an  interest  your  Lordship  hath  in  that  learned  body,  has 
desird  me  to  ask  the  favour  of  your  Lordship's  assistance  for  him,  whose 
abilities  &  improvd  endowments  to  qualify  him  for  such  a  trust  your  Lord- 
ship can  be  no  stranger  to  ;  &  if  any  doubt  shoud  be  made  by  those  who 
do  not  know  him  as  to  his  integrity  in  the  execution  of  it,  I  hereby  offer 
my  self  as  a  sponsor  for  him,  believing  my  self  as  safe  under  that  engage- 
ment as  I  hope  your  Lordship  will  find  your  self  in  recommending  him  to 
your  friends  &  dependants.  As  to  the  other  part  of  his  character,  I  so  far 
rely  on  your  Lordship's  iriendship  towards  him  &  me  on  this  occasion,  that 
I  shall  say  no  more  than  assure  you  whatever  service  you  do  for  him  will 
be  esteemd  as  done  to  your  Lordship's  faithfull  friend  &  humble  servant, 
Bristol. 

*   The  Duchess  of  Marlborough.— S.H.A.H. 
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1153.        To  Sir  Robert  Smyth.  Ickworth,  April  27,  1741. 

I  have  sett  so  long  in  a  posture  which  is  of  late 
become  painfull  to  me,  in  obeying  your  commands  to  the  Bishop  of  Ely, 
that  I  am  only  able  to  tell  you  that  if  there  be  any  thing  in  the  inclosd 
letter  to  him  that  you  woud  have  alterd,  I  have  inclosd  it  on  purpose  for 
your  corrections  ;  if  not,  you  have  but  to  seal  &  send  it  or  deliver  it  your- 
self, which  you  shall  think  will  be  most  effectual  to  secure  your  undertaking, 
wherein  all  good  success  is  most  sincerely  wishd  you  by  one  most 
affectionately  yours,  Bristol. 

My  best  blessing  attends  your  wife  &  children. 

1154-         To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  April  27,  1741. 

Sir  Robert  Smyth  being  encouragd  to  offer  himself 
as  a  candidate  at  the  next  election  to  represent  the  University  of  Cambridg, 
has  earnestly  desird  me  that  I  would  interest  you  in  his  favour,  who  he  is 
sure  must  have  every  where  that  weight  a  person  of  your  character  deserves. 
If  therefore  you  think  him,  as  I  really  do,  a  man  fittly  qualifyd  for  such  a 
trust,  I  beg  it  as  a  mark  of  your  friendship  that  you  will  give  him  all  the 
assistance  in  your  power  at  the  request  of  your  most  faithfull  friend  & 
obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

1155*         To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  May  22,  1741. 

As  I  grow  every  day  more  uncertain  whether  I 
shall  ever  be  able  to  go  so  farr  as  Milden  hall  again,  I  must  take  the  first 
opportunity  to  thank  you  this  way  for  the  very  kind  &  friendly  visit  you 
were  so  truly  good  to  make  me  upon  the  loss  of  my  old  companion,  to  v/hose 
memory  I  must  do  the  justice  to  assure  you  she  lovd,  honourd  &  valued  you 
next  to  what  she  long  knew  I  had  paid  you  my  self.  Lord  Hervey  when 
here,  seeing  how  unhappy  the  death  of  his  mother  had  made  me,  &  next  to 
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that,  finding  me  still  irreconcileably  averse  to  the  continuance  of  his  eldest 
son  in  the  army,  &  what  an  additional  uneasiness  that  very  disagreable  cir- 
cumstance had  brought  upon  me,  having  at  last  of  his  own  mere  motion  not 
only  offerd  me  to  take  him  immediatly  out  of  the  army,  but  solemnly  assurd 
me  under  his  hand  that  in  order  to  give  me  all  the  present  ease  &  quiet  in 
his  power  that  he  woud  forthwith  do  so,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to 
send  my  will  by  Charles,  that  such  alterations  may  be  made  therein  as  I 
always  intended,  whenever  he  should  think  fitt  to  comply  with  what  you 
know  was  peremptorily  insisted  on  by,  Sir^  your  roost  affectionate  friend  & 
obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

1156.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  June  i,  1741. 

If  I  guess  aright  as  to  the  person  alluded  to  in 
yours  of  the  30th  past,  I  cannot  but  wonder  one  of  so  solid  &  fine  an  under- 
standing as  you  describe,  when  you  was  talking  of  taking  George  out  of 
the  army,  shoud  not  rather  have  told  you,  Sure,  Lord  H,,  you  must  have 
been  mad  when  you  first  thought  of  ever  putting  your  eldest  son  into  one 
in  this  free  country ;  but  since  most  unfortunately  he  is  now  there,  &  that 
I. must  allow  there  is  some  weight  in  the  reasons  you  alledge  against  with- 
drawing him  as  long  as  the  warr  continues,  I  must  at  last  be  contented  to 
suffer  him  there  till  a  peace  is  made,  but  on  this  express  condition,  that  he 
shall  make  me  the  same  solemn  promise  you  have  done,  that  he  will  quit 
the  army  the  very  moment  a  peace  shall  be  concluded ;  &  this  I  coud  not 
with  any  quiet  submit  to  but  in  ye  firm  persuasion  I  am  treating  with 
those,  who  will  prove  so  just  to  their  words,  that  I  shall  be  as  sure  of  its 
being  punctually  (tho'  dead)  performd  as  if  I  coud  live  to  see  the  completion 
of  it.     I  have  much  more  to  say,  but  pain  prevents  me. 

1157.  To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth,  June  13,  1741. 

My  pains  increase  so  fast  when  sitting  in  a 
writing  posture,  that   I  never  dare  of  late  attempt  doing   so.     I  am  glad  tc^ 
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find  you  have  deliverd  to  Williams*  all  the  things  which  were  your  poor 
mother's,  &  which  by  a  customary  sort  of  right  are  now  become  due  to 
every  common  servant  in  her  place ;  but  as  her  merit  &  services  for  near  18 
years  had.  been  of  a  most  uncommon  kind,  that  consideration  alone  woud 
have  entituled  her  to  any  favour  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  proceedings 
between  executors  &  residuary  legatees.  And  as  I  cannot  see  of  what  use 
her  signing  ye  inventory  of  such  goods  as  you  deliverd  to  her  can  be  of, 
unless  it  be  to  make  her  liable  to  restore  them  to  the  next  remainder  man 
after  your  self  in  the  entail  of  the  house  at  Bury  etc,  who  without  the  help 
of  such  an  inventory  so  signed  by  her  coud  never  question  you  or  her,  I 
hope  &  desire  you  will  either  tear  the  receipt  so  signed  by  her  off  from  ye 
said  inventory  &  deliver  it  back  to  her  again,  and  only  to  keep  a  coppy  of 
the  said  inventory  for  your  own  future  satisfaction.  As  to  the  file  of  receipts, 
whatever  use  you  can  make  of  them  as  to  seeing  that  the  bills  brought  in 
to  you  as  executor  (which  1  cant  think  will  amount  in  all  to  20  pounds)  shall 
connect  aright  with  those  on  the  file,  you  may  have  them  for  that  purpose; 
but  as  the  law  makes  me  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  her  debts,  (with- 
out notice  of  any  private  agreement  between  your  mother  &  me,)  the 
custody  of  them  properly  belongs  to  me.  You  have  done  well  in  waiting 
for  my  opinion  upon  what  you  wrote  with  regard  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 
since  I  woud  by  no  means  have  you  think  of  doing  what  you  speak  of.  And 
I  coud  wish  you  had  done  the  same  before  you  had  askd  for  the  papers  you 
mention,  let  it  have  been  by  whose  advice  soever,  since  those  who  gave  it 
must  certainly  forget  in  whose  house  they  were,  and  the  particular  cir- 
cumstance attending  the  present  case,  where  the  will  of  a  femme  cov'  rt  is 
in  question,  and  who  coud  have  no  power  but  what  she  derivd  from  me,  and 
consequently  all  things  remaining  in  my  house  at  her  death  so  farr  subject 


*  See  Lord  Bristol's  Di.iry,  Nov.  27,   1723.— S.II.A.H. 
Vol.   III.  LL 
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to  my  controul  as  not  to  be  taken  thence  till  my  privity  &  consent  shoud  be 
first  askd  &  obtaind.  And  as  the  papers  demanded  may  be  of  such  a 
nature  as  I  woud  not  have  any  person  (your  self  not  excepted)  have  a  sight 
of  before  I  have  examined  them,  your  brother  has  done  right  to  seal  them 
up  for  my  perusal ;  &  shoud  the  private  papers  you  mention  (&  I  mean) 
have  been  put  into  the  box  in  your  possession,  I  shoud  be  very  sorry  any 
eyes  but  my  own  shoud  ever  have  seen  them. 

1158.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth,  June  27,  1741. 

You  mention  a  letter  of  the  i6th  instant  in  yours 
of  the  25th,  v^herein  you  say  you  gave  me  many  reasons  why  you  had  not 
given  up  the  receipt  to  Williams,  which  never  came  to  my  hands,  &  therefore 
coud  not  possibly  tell  whether  they  had  any  weight  at  all  in  them  or  not ; 
only  thus  far  I  will  forejudge  them,  that  they  coud  hardly  excuse  your  not 
doing  what  I  so  expressly  desired  ;  &  since  you  seem  so  much  to  repent  of 
the  other  part  of  my  advice  relating  to  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  you  may  yet 
do  as  you  think  fit  therein,  &  I  shall  take  heed  how  I  interpose  any  more 
of  mine  for  the  future. — As  to  what  you  mention  concerning  the  coppyhcld 
lands  holden  of  the  Manner  of  Walton  cum  Fremlies  and  the  particular 
custom  of  that  manner,  neither  I  nor  William  Oliver  ever  heard  of  any 
such  thing  before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  ;  but  I  have  written  this  day  to 
Stistead,  the  steward  of  that  Court,  for  a  particular  account  thereof;  and 
supposing  it  appears  to  be  your  right  as  youngest  son  to  inherit  exclusive 
of  mine  by  the  courtesy  of  England,  I  shall  most  willingly  do  you  justice, 
&  with  much  more  readiness  than  you  have  shewn  in  delivering  up  the 
receipt  to  Williams,  which  you  coud  neither  justly  require  nor  she  prudently 
sign,  nor  shoud  have  done  so  had  I  known  of  it  time  enough  to  prevent  her 

doing  so. My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Hervey. 

#. 
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1159.  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  June  29,  1741. 

Being  at  last  perfectly  satisfyd  from  the  solemn 
assurances  I  have  receive!  from  Lord  Hervey  &  his  son  (who  is  now  with 
me)  that  as  soon  as  any  peace  shall  be  made  (whether  I  shall  be  then  dead 
or  living)  my  grandson  shall  immediately  resign  his  commission  in  the 
army,  I  have  cancelld  the  codicil  calculated  for  that  purpose  ;  however,  I 
must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  be  troubled  with  the  custody  of  one  of  the 
parts  of  my  will,  as  you  are  still  concernd  as  a  trustee  for  my  family. — My 
present  pains  are  become  doubly  grevious  to  me,  as  they  disable  me  from 
having  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Mildenhall,  which  I  shall  no  sooner 
find  any  abatement  of  than  I  will  try  to  give  my  sell  one  of  the  greatest 
satisfactions  now  remaining  to,  Sir,  your  most  ' faithful!  friend  &  most 
obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

1160.  To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth,  July  4,  1741, 

As  I  cannot  write  my  self,  I  shall  not  say  any 
thing  more  faltho'  the  subject  will  bear  a  great  deal  to  be  said  upon  it )  than 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  reasons  alledgd  in  the  coppy  of  your  letter 
(the  original  whereof  J  never  saw)  bearing  date  the  16th  ult.,  I  cant  but  be 
astonishd  after  all  the  reasons  I  gave  you  in  several  of  mine  that  you  have 
not  yet  thought  fitt  to  comply  with  what  I  have  so  long  &  so  often  desird  in 
giving  up  Williams  her  receipt,  the  not  doing  whereof  may  possibly  create 
disputes,  but  in  its  absence  none  can  ever  arise.  As  to  your  being  called 
upon  by  any  of  the  remainder  men  in  your  own  time,  that  I  conceive  to  be 
impracticable,  but  shoud  you  leave  such  an  inventory  with  a  receipt  so  signd 
to  your  executors,  that  indeed  might  furnish  a  remainder  man  with  materials 
for  what  is  called  a  fishing  bill  to  trouble  those  w^ho  may  come  after  you, 
who  in  that  case  cannot  answer  upon  oath  they  know  nothing  of  any  such 
proceedings.     As  to  the  papers  in  the  strong  box,  I  shall  think  the  privacy 
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of  them  as  safe  in  your  hands  as  in  any  other,  if  you  will  promise  not  to 
open  them  but  in  my  presence,  as  they  may  be  of  such  a  nature  as  you  your 
self  might  be  sorry  you  had  ever  violated  the  secrecy  of.— What  ever  you 
agreed  to  pay  the  merchant  for  the  Madeira  wine,  let  him  send  me  a  bill  of, 
&  I  will  write  you  an  order  for  it  on  my  banker  exclusive  of  the  article  for 
porterage,  which  I  never  did  nor  never  will  allow,  unless  you  had  so 
bargaind  for  it,  which  I  am  glad  to  find  you  did  not. 

1161.  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  July  22,  1741. 

As  several  additional  circumstances  relating  to 
the  matchless  merit  of  your  deserving  countrey  woman  are  lately  come  to 
my  knowledge  during  near  twenty  years  faithfull  &  signal  services  renderd 
to  her  late  lady,  who  not  having  it  in  her  power  by  the  limitations  containd 
in  the  instrument  I  executed  impowring  her  to  dispose  of  what  she  had  by 
a  will,  she  being  thereby  restraind  from  giving  any  thing  out  of  my  family, 
&  so  consequently  disabled  (unless  in  her  life -time)  from  rewarding  her  in 
any  manner  adequate  to  her  uncommon  worth,  and  I  being  justly  ashamd 
upon  looking  over  the  first  codicil  in  her  favour  to  find  that  provision  so 
disproportionate  to  what  is  due  to  her,  do  therefore  beg  you  would  give 
your  self  the  trouble  to  take  that  off  from  my  will  &  to  fix  the  inclosd  one 
in  its  place,  wherein  you  will  do  a  most  just  piece  of  service  to  her,  &  also 
a  most  acceptable  one  to,  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  kinsman  &  obedient 
servant,  Bristol. 

This  is  the  only  letter  my  pains  have  sufferd  me  to  write  since  my  last  to 
you,  &  this  with  much  difxiculty. 

1162.  My  good  Grandson  Ickworth,  Aug.  2,  1741. 

Yours  of  the  30th  ult.  gave  me  no  small  satisfac- 
tion, as  it  let  me  see  you  are  not  greatly  pleasd  either  with  the  sort  of 
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society  or  kind  of  life  you  have  engagd  your  self  in,  which  of  course  will 
reconcile  you  more  &  more  to  the  performance  of  that  promise  you  &  your 
father  have  made  me  to  quitt  the  army  whenever  a  peace  is  made,  &  which 
whether  I  live  or  die  I  shall  firmly  depend  on  your  conscience  &  honour 
for  the  strickt  compleation  of.  I  desire  you  will  not  fail  to  return  my 
compliments  in  the  best  manner  to  your  CoUonel,  who  I  am  glad  to  hear 
distinguishes  you  in  such  a  manner  as  is  due  both  to  your  merit  &  quallity, 
&  which  I  shall  take  care  to  retalliate  when  ever  he  comes  to  Bury  again. 
I  doubt  not  but  Lady  Hervey  has  acquainted  you  with  the  good  news  that 
Lord  Privy  Seal  will  be  here  on  Saturday  next,  &  then  I  conclude  you  will 
lose  no  time  in  meeting  him  where  you'll  be  always  most  welcome  to  your 
most  affectionate  grand-father. 

11S3.        To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  Nov.  24,  1741. 

The  infirmity  I  have  some  time  labourd  under 
proves  a  double  affliction  to  me,  as  it  disables  me  from  coming  in  the  place 
of  this  to  take  my  leave  of  you,  &  to  wish  you  &  yours  a  good  journey  to 
London,  where  if  I  shoud  ever  think  my  self  able  to  undertake  another 
journey  to,  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  once  more  would  be  one  of  the  most 
prevalent  motives  to  it  with  your  most  faithfull  friend  &  obedient  servant, 

Bristol. Whenever  you  find  I  may  be  of  any  use  to  stop 

the  current  of  corruption,  call  me  &  I'l  come,  tho'  I  dye  in  the  journey. 

1164.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Dec.  12,  1741. 

After  having  endectvord  to  pick  out  all  the  comfort 
I  have  been  able  to  collect  from  the  raosi  flattering  accounts  (as  I  must  at 
best  suspect  them)  of  the  true  state  of  your  health,  whereon  the  prosperity 
of  our  whole  family  so  entirely  depends,  and  as  1  still  hear  of  nothing  but 
sleepless  &  restless  nights  &  an  almost  imperceptible  recovery  from  that 
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great  weakness  your  distemper  &  its  remedies  have  left  behind  them,  and 
as  my  own  pains  are  more  or  less  continually  upon  me  but  when  in  bed, 
how  can  we  conceive,  since  our  concern  for  each  other  I  will  hope  is  mutual, 
tho'  mine  ought  to  be  much  the  greatest,  that  the  uneasy  sensations  we 
must  reciprocally  undergo  should  in  our  present  situation  mend  either  of 
our  conditions  ?  Wherefore  till  one  of  us  grow  better  at  least,  I  most 
earnestly  desire  that  you  would  send  for  George  to  be  with  you,  (my  being 
able  to  bear  a  journey  being  so  uncertain,)  who  having  not  only  most 
extraordinary  natural  talents  but  a  happy  disposition  to  improve  them, 
ought  not  to  lose  any  longer  time  here,  but  be  present  at  all  debates  of 
consequence  in  either  House  of  Parliament,  where  he  may  learn  the 
Ciceronian  eloquence  of  his  father  &  (may  I  say)  the  true  Catonian  patriotism 
of  his  grandfather,  &  then  he  will  prove  a  bright  &  usefull  ornament  to  our 
family  &  a  publick  blessing  to  the  generation  he  is  destind  to  appear  in. — 
Say  a  thousand  kind  things  for  me  to  poor  Lady  Hervey,  which  I  should  tell 
her  my  self  but  pain  prevents. 

1165;        Dear  Dr.  Monsey  London,  March  16,  1741/2. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  (which  this  comes 
to  thank  you  for)  I  immediatly  dispatchd  a  messenger  to  deliver  the  inclosd 
papers  according  to  their  several  directions,  &  hope  you  will  soon  find  them 
acknowledgd  to  have  been  so.  The  other  commission  you  intrusted  me 
with  being  of  a  nice  nature,  I  cannot  say  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  lady 
concernd  happening  to  be  out  of  Town  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  give 
you  any  account  thereof.  Having  had  the  happiness  to  sett  near  two  hours 
by  the  Dutchess  of  Marlborough's  bed-side,  I  can  without  flattery  assure 
you  that  I  never  saw  her  look  better,  nay,  I  think  I  may  say  so  well,  these 
seven  years,  so  that  you  may  reckon  your  wager  in  as  good  a  plight  as  her 
self.     I  know  not  whether  the  account  she  has  publishd  of  her  conduct  etc. 
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has  reachd  you  yet  at  Bury  ;  if  not  &  that  you  have  a  mind  to  read  it,  I 
will  take  care  to  send  you  one  of  them.  I  have  made  strickt  inquiry  from 
the  best  hands  whether  Lord  Lovel  is  most  likely  to  keep  or  lose  his  em- 
ployments, &  find  the  most  probable  opinion  is  that  tho'  the  office  much 
exceeds  his  merit,  yet  as  they  think  him  a  sure  card  whatever  trump  turns 
uppermost,  they  will  suffer  him  to  continue  in.  And  now  having  as  I  think 
gone  through  all  the  particulars  of  yours,  I  have  no  more  to  add  but  that 
in  case  the  healthfullness  of  the  country  should  continue,  (which  the  extream 
cold  Easterly  wind  may  soon  put  an  end  to,)  &  that  you  will  make  your 
friends  here  happy  in  the  pleasure  of  your  conversation,  you  will  find  me 
ready  to  introduce  you  to  her  Grace  &  to  second  any  suite  (altho'  you 
name  not  of  what  sort  ic  is)  for  your  service,  being  with  great  truth  your 
faithfull  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1166.        Dear  Mr.  Mansel  Ickworth,  May  29,  1742. 

I  am  sorry  that  you,  to  whom  there  are  few  things 
I  coud  refuse,  shoud  give  your  self  the  trouble  to  apply  to  me  again  in 
favour  of  one,  who  you  cant  but  know  never  deservd  the  least  of  those  many 
I  have  shewn  him,  even  to  the  making  of  my  self  so  unable  to  do  any 
more  for  him,  that  as  I  am  at  present  ingagd  in  building  a  new  apartment 
here  for  Lord  Hervey,*  besides  what  I  have  been  lately  obligd  to  do  for 
his  brother  Charles,  that  I  shall  even  want  the  two  hundred  pounds  you  owe 
me  to  pay  the  workmen,  which  if  you  have  not  already  done,  1  must  beg 
you  would  order  the  payment  of  to  my  banker  in  Fleet  street,  with  whom 
your  note  was  left  by  your  most  affectionate  friend  and  faithfull  servant, 
Bristol. 

My  best  respects  attend  on  Lady  Bab  Mansel. 

*  Probably  the  Alcove  room.     See  account  and  illustrations  of  Ickworth  Lodge  in  the  volume  containing 

Lord  Bristol's  Diary.— S.H.A.H. 
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1167.        To  my  son  Henry.  June  8,  1742. 

I  little  expected  ever  to  hear  from  you  on  a  subject 
upon  which  you  so  often  promisd  me  I  shoud  never  be  troubled  again  ;  but 
as  all  your  promises  have  been  as  often  broke  as  made,  &  as  my  giving 
credit  to  them  have  made  me  incapable  of  doing  more  for  you  than  I  have 
already  done,  and  that  you  have  had  more  from  me  in  my  life-time  than  I 
shall  be  able  to  leave  to  any  of  my  other  younger  children  at  my  death,  and 
as  you  have  unluckily  given  me  fresh  offence  in  an  instance  I  neither  need 
nor  care  to  mention,  I  think  my  self  at  full  liberty  to  tell  you  that  you  have 
nothing  farther  to  expect  from  me  but  this  advice,  which  I  hope  will  meet 
with  more  regard  than  any  other  I  ever  gave  you,  and  that  is  to  gett  leave 
if  you  can  to  sell  your  troop,  and  pay  all  your  new  debts,  and  you  and  yours 
at  last  to  grow  wise  enough  to  live  upon  the  residue. 

1168.  Memorandum.  I  wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Bishop  of 
Ely  of  the  same  date  as  above  upon  his  making  my  son  Charles  a  Prebendary 
of  his  Church;  but  as  the  messenger  who  brought  his  letter  acquainting  me 
therewith  was  in  great  hast,  I  coud  not  enter  any  copy  of  it  here. 

1169.  To  Captain  John  Elwes.  Ickworth,  July  23,  1742. 

Dear  Nephew 

I  am  very  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give 
Lady  Lymington  (to  whom  &  to  her  lord  I  desire  you  would  not  fail  to  return 
my  compliments)  more  satisfaction  as  to  the  power  Lord  Griffin  had  over 
the  estates  he  dyed  possesd  of,  he  never  having  thought  fitt  to  communicate 
any  thing  of  that  kind  to  me  during  his  life.  What  settlements  or  intaile 
may  have  been  made  of  his  paternal  estate,  her  Ladyship  shoud  be  best 
acquainted  with,  &  as  to  that  in  Shropshire  which  descended  in  co- 
parcenary between  him  &  my  Lady  Bristol,  I  am  afraid  he  must  have  had 
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an  absolute  disposing  power  therein.  Coud  I  have  given  her  Ladyship  any 
farther  or  better  light  into  this  affair,  I  would  most  readily  &  willingly  have 
done  so  ;  but  I  am  at  this  time  so  much  in  the  dark  my  self  how  he  has 
left  his  affairs,  that  I  have  not  heard  even  of  his  death  but  from  thepublick 
prints.     I  am  your  most  affectionate  uncle,  Bristol. 

1170-         To  Lord  Hervey  June  26,  1742. 

The  result  of  your  late  conference  being  that  the 
King  would  speak  to  Lord  Carteret  to  find  out  some  way  to  make  you  easy 
before  you  are  removd,  &  the  present  affair  resting  there,  I  will  comment  no 
farther  upon  it  now  than  to  tell  you  I  intirely  approve  of  your  having  refusd 
a  pension  of  ^3000  per  annum,  altho'  that  is  more  than  I  can  perswade  my 
self  to  say  of  your  carrying  that  point  of  pride  so  farr  as  to  think  of 
refusing  nourishment  from  that  roote  you  are  naturally  intitled  to  expect 
it  from,  &  which  I  do  &  shall  so  absolutely  insist  upon  your  acceptance  of, 
that  your  offering  to  make  any  difficulty  about  it  will  necessarily  occasion 
(what  I  thought  could  never  happen  again)  an  uneasiness  between  us  ;  for 
can  you  imagine  me  capable  of  consenting  to  have  it  thought  that  I  do  that 
for  you  which  I  shall  be  conscious  to  my  self  that  I  do  not,  or  that  I  do  not 
that  which  I  ought  to  do  for  such  a  son,  being  doubly  bound  by  nature  & 
repeated  premisses  to  perform  ?  No,  here  I  must  &  ought  to  govern.  I  send 
your  son's  comission  by  this  bearer,  that  you  may  dispose  of  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  you  shall  judge  most  adviseable  according  to  future  emergencies. 
The  bearer  has  directions  to  waite  your  orders. 

117L        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  17,  1742. 

The  very  agreable  billet  you  might  have  charit- 
ably intended  as  a  cordial  to  my  drooping  spirits  in  your  absence,  was  too 
ingeniously  turnd  to  answer  any  purpose  but  that  of  making  me  still  more 

Vol.   III.  MM 
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regret  the  loss  of  your  pleasing  conversation,  which  tho'  5'our  daughters 
wisely  endeavour  to  make  theirs  as  like  yours  as  they  can,  yet  find  the 
heighth  of  their  maternal  standard  unattainable.  How  then  coud  you 
contrive  in  my  case  only  to  do  what  I  believe  you  never  did  before,  make  me 
still  more  unhappy  by  the  very  endeavour  you  made  use  of  to  alleviate  my 
affliction. — I  hope  you  found  your  dear  lord  as  well  as  I  wish  him  ;  my  best 
blessing  ever  attends  him  &  his. — Wisdom  &  Clever  are  both  unworthy  of 
your  favours,  for  they  eat  &  grow  fatt  when  they  shoud  pine  &  languish  till 
your  return. 

1172.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Nov.  27,  1742. 

When  ever  you  can  or  will  show  me  that  my  taking 
another  journey  to  London  can  be  of  the  least  use  to  our  sinking  countrey  or 
to  your  self,  I  will  yet  venture  upon  one  more,  tho'  the  effects  of  my  last 
thither  were  such  as  I  have  since  found  will  never  be  set  right  again  ;  but  if 
I  am  still  to  be  only  an  unhappy  witness  of  the  prevalence  of  those  destruc- 
tive measures  which  I  coud  neither  prevent  nor  cure,  &  must  end  in  the  loss 
of  every  thing  dear  or  valuable  to  an  honest  mind,  I  hope  you  will  rather 
choose  to  let  me  pass  the  short  remainder  of  my  days  here,  where  I  am 
constantly  endeavouring  (&  hope  not  unsuccessfully)  to  make  the  approach 
of  death  easy  to  me  ;  but  to  render  it  perfectly  so,  you  must  help  me  to  pay 
a  large  debt  I  am  in  arrear  to  Lady  Hervey  for  not  only  making  my  other- 
wise malancholly  hours  pass  chearfully  whilst  she  was  here,  but  for  all  her 
most  agreable  &  entertaining  letters  since  she  went  away.  To  do  her 
daughters  right  they  all  strive  who  shall  best  supply  her  place ;  but  tho*  they 
are  most  extraordinarily  qualifyd  for  their  several  ages,  yet  they  as  well  as 
I  must  own  the  task  insuperable  and  unattainable  by  all  except  your  self. — 
I  am  glad  to  hear  you  favourd  my  worthy  friend.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  with 
a  visit.     I  dare  answer  for  him  you  will  never  find  that  or  any  other  act  oi 
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friendship  lost  upon  him,  since  I  have  long  found  him  to  verify,  Bonis  quod 
benefit,  haud  perit. 

1173.  To  Lord  Hervey,  Ickworth,  Dec.  4,  1742. 

The  three  points  you  mention  must  be  ownd  to  be 
of  the  greatest  importance,  but  as  you  neither  tell  me  when  any  of  them  are 
likely  to  come  on,  nor  what  probability  there  is  when  put  in  issue  that  they 
will  be  prosecuted  in  good  earnest,  &  that  things  of  consequence  are  seldom 
introduced  till  after  the  Christmas  Holy-days,  &  that  I  have  lately  been 
attackd  by  a  most  painful  rhumatick  disorder,  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  in 
the  interim  to  recover  my-self  enough  to  take  such  a  journey,  &  in  so 
inclemment  a  season  too  as  makes  me  doubtful  whether  with  all  sorts  of 
assistance  I  can  make  my-self  able  to  bear,  even  with  the  cordial  expectation 
of  seeing  you  so  very  well  as  I  hear  you  are,  for  which  fresh  &  signal  instance 
of  God's  having  heard  my  prayers  &  answerd  my  firm  dependance  on  his 
infinite  goodness  to  me  &  mine.  His  holy  name  be  ever  thankd  &  praised  by 
all  of  us. — I  have  received  the  book  you  sent  me,  for  which  I  thank  you, 
which  is  more  than  I  need  do,  for  you  tell  me  who  is  the  author  of  it,  whose 
misfortune  it  is  that  he  cant  be  conceald,  since  I  had  not  read  twenty  pages 
before  I  found  it  so  marqu^  au  foin  that  he  might  as  well  have  set  his  name 
to  it  ;  but  more  of  this  hereafter. 

1174.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Dec.  11,  1742. 

I  think  myself  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  second 
pamphlet  you  have  sent  me,  which  if  the  contents  prove  as  heavy  as  the 
paper  of  it,  (which  cost  me  02s. .03d,)  I  shall  think  it  came  very  dear;  but 
had  the  micellaneous  thoughts  etc.  cost  me  their  weight  in  gold,  I  shoud  not 
have  grudged  their  postage.  When  you  kindly  reproach  me  for  not  showing 
more  readiness  in  removing  from  hence  after  so  many  affectionate  invitations 


284  LETTER-BOOKS    OF    JOHN    HERVEY, 

as  I  have  received  from  Lady  Hervey  &  your  self,  you  must  surely  have 
forgotten  how  few  days  I  was  well  all  the  time  of  my  being  in  London  ;  & 
as  I  am  now  a  year  older  I  ought  to  make  my  stay  there  as  short  as  possible, 
&  therefore  desired  leave  of  you  in  my  last  that  I  might  not  go  to  you  till  after 
the  holy-days,  which  I  fear  will  then  prove  time  enough  for  the  ill  state  of 
our  publick  affairs  to  prey  upon  my  very  vitals. — I  was  too  much  charmd 
with  the  ready  performance  of  my  present  secretary  to  let  any  other  take 
her  place,  &  have  so  just  an  opinion  of  the  cleverness  of  her  understanding 
that  I  offerd  her,  in  case  she  woud  indite,  to  be  her  secretary,  which  knowing 
what  father  &  mother  she  had  makes  it  less  wonderful  for  her  to  be  what  I 
find  her  than  to  have  proved  otherwise. 

1175.        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Dec.  i8,  1742. 

My  Grandpapa  (for  I  write  under  his  direction) 
has  commanded  me  to  let  you  know  that  as  his  head  in  its  very  best  days 
was  never  able  to  maintain  a  correspondence  with  so  correct  a  writer  as 
your  self,  so,  since  the  severe  shocks  he  felt  on  Monday  last  have  quite 
disabled  him  from  writing  to  you  him-self,  (which  he  woud  otherwise  have 
done,)  he  is  forced  to  make  use  of  my  hand  to  thank  you  most  affectionately 
for  the  many  kind  letters  he  is  indebted  to  ypu  for,  &  to  assure  you  there  is 
no  one  warm  thought  or  expression  in  any  of  them  which  he  had  not  first 
made  in  some  sort  his  due  by  having  felt  for  you.  He  has  farther  au- 
thorized me  to  say  that  next  to  seeing  your  dear  lord  in  perfect  health,  the 
most  prevalent  incentive  to  another  London  journey  will  be  to  have  the 
pleasure  again  of  that  delightful  conversation  to  which  he  has  been  too 
long  accustomd  to  be  satisfied  with  any  other  ;  &  therefore,  shoud  no  more 
vertigos  intervene,  is  determined  to  see  you  after  the  Holy-days  whatever  it 
may  cost  him,  which  he  coud  not  have  thought  of  doing,  had  he  not  heard 
that  you  are  well  enough  to  be  abroad  again. 
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1176.       To  my  son  Tom.  Ickworth,  Dec.  31,  1742, 

Mr.  Ray  the  present  Alderman  of  Bury  &  I 
having  been  brought  to  an  eclaicissement  by  the  good  ofiEices  of  our  common 
friend  Mr.  Disipline,  &  the  result  concluding  in  the  passing  of  mutual 
promises  of  friendship  between  us  &  our  families  for  the  future,  I  at  his 
desire  send  you  the  inclosd,  which  I  believe  to  be  a  true  state  of  his  case 
with  regard  to  an  unfortunate  affair  brought  upon  him  by  the  ignorance  or 
carelessness  of  the  waggoner ;  &  being  fully  perswaded  that  it  was  neither 
in  his  will,  (having  always  borne  the  character  of  a  very  fair  trader,)  nor  at 
all  necessary  to  his  circumstances,  being  a  man  of  too  plentifull  an  estate 
to  put  hiin  upon  practicing  any  sort  of  fraud  in  his  dealings,  I  most 
earnestly  recommend  the  patronage  of  his  cause  to  your  care  in  particular, 
(tho'  Colonel  Norton  &  you  will  receive  a  state  of  the  case  also  as  repre- 
sentitives  of  Bury,)  to  do  everything  in  your  power  to  extricate  him  as  far 
as  possible  out  of  his  present  misfortune,  whereby  you  will  not  only  do  him 
a  seasonable  service,  but  also  oblige  all  those  who  depend  on  him  to  con- 
tinue our  friends  hereafter.     I  am  your  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1177.        To  Gilbert  Affleck  Esq.  London,  March  12,  1742/3. 

I  have  been  favourd  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Affleck 
with  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant  together  with  another  of  the  same  tenor 
and  date  from  your  son,  (to  whom  I  desire  you  would  make  my  excuse  for 
not  troubling  him  with  a  letter  also,)  acquainting  me  with  what  the 
gentlemen  of  Suffolk  had  determind  in  his  favour  at  their  meeting  at  Stow 
Markett,  to  which,  as  there  is  not  the  least  likelihood  of  any  opposition,  I 
need  only  say  that  had  there  been  any,  the  little  interest  I  can  pretend  to 
should  have  been  at  his  and  your  service,  being  to  both  an  humble  servant^ 
Bristol. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Affleck. 
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1178,  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  May  29,  1743. 

Lord  Hervey  being  calld  to  London  lor  a  week  or 
ten  days  upon  business,  expressd  great  uneasiness  to  me  that  he  could  not 
waite  on  you  as  he  intended  before  his  journey  ;  and  as  his  state  of  health 
requires  every  help  that  can  conduce  to  the  re-establishment  of  it,  1  under- 
took to  make  his  excuse  to  you  for  the  omission  till  his  return,  which,  had  1 
been  able,  I  would  with  great  pleasure  have  personally  performd  instead  of 
this,  which  comes  to  fulfil  the  promise  made  to  ray  son  by,  Sir,  your  most 
faithful!  friend  &  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

1179.  My  dear  Grandson  Aug.  27,  1743. 

The  incontestable  right  you  have  to  your  dear 
father's*  seat  in  Parliament  by  the  resolution  &  judgment  of  the  House  of 
Peers  in  the  case  of  the  late  Earl  of  Burlington  during  his  grandfather's 
life  in  1694  being  paralel  in  point  with  your  own,  I  cannot  think  you  were 
well  advised  to  apply  to  Lord  Chancellor  in  any  other  manner  than  to  lay 
claim  to  your  writ  as  of  right,  which  when  you  have  done  in  form  &  will 
let  me  know  his  answer  precisely,  I  will  then  tell  you  what  you  have  farther 
to  do.  Had  not  decency  forbid  it,  you  shoud  have  attended  at  the  last 
prorogation,  which  you  shall  not  fail  to  do  on  the  13th  October  next.  What 
his  Lordship  or  the  wise  D.  of  N — e  coud  mean  by  telling  your  friends, 
they  shoud  be  for  no  retrospect  but  for  forgetting  whatever  is  past  etc.,  I  can 
not  guess.  All  I  know  is  that  I  shall  neither  ask  or  expect  favour  from 
either,  but  will  yet  humbly  hope  power  is  not  yet  arrived  at  that  insolent 
pass  as  to  get  the  better  of  justice  in  claims  of  this  important  kind.  I  shoud 
have  said  more,  had  not  pain  prevented  me  from  proceeding  farther  now. 
Adieu. 


*  Lord  Hervey  had  died  on  Aug.  5,  1743.— S.H.A.H. 
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1180.  To  the  same.  Aug.  29,  1743. 

Altho'  I  feel  my  self  not  much  better  than  when 
pain  prevented  my  going  on  with  my  last  letter,  yet  I  must  now  endeavor 
to  add  what  I  should  then  have  told  you  in  defence  of  that  advice  I  find 
hath  been  arraignd  by  those,  who  either  do  not  mean  us  well  or  do  not  well 
understand  what  they  censure  as  to  your  not  going  publickly  to  St,  James's. 
For  in  the  first  place,  what  they  quote  of  Lord  Litchfield  and  Lord  Ayles- 
bury do  not  touch  the  present  case  at  all,  since  their  fathers  never  were  in 
stations  as  your's  have  been,  &  who  after  many  years  slavish  attendance 
had  servd  with  more  remarkable  assiduity,  ability  &  success  than  any  other 
man  had  ever  done,  even  to  the  sacrificing  of  his  health  &  even  his  credit  to 
the  constant  service  of  those,  who  could  only  consent  to  his  disgrace  but 
as  his  merit  had  surpassd  any  rewards  some  people's  hearts  can  perswade 
them  to  bestow  ;  or  would  the  oppugners  of  the  advice  have  you  go  to  pay 
servile  thanks  for  the  ungrateful  usage  your  incomparable  father's  services 
mett  with  there,  or  have  they  a  mind  to  expose  you  to  any  fresh  family 
affronts,  which  ours  have  had  its  full  share  of  r 

1181.  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Ickworth,  Sept.  3,  1743. 

The  irreparable  loss  I  have  lately  sustaind  by  the 
death  of  my  invaluable  son,  has  quite  disabled  me  from  writing  to  you  my 
self  as  I  should  otherwise  have  done,  to  have  acquainted  you  that  as  that 
fatal  accident  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  make  a  new  will,  one  of  the  parts 
whereof  is  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  (I  herewith  send  you)  with  that  I 
retain  in  my  own  custody,  which  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  keep  in 
yours,  and  that  you  would  please  to  send  by  this  messenger  the  old  one  with 
the  two  codicils  annexd  to  it.  As  any  apology  for  this  or  the  many  former 
troubles  I  have  given  you  would  be  to  injure  that  long  and  faithful  friendship 
I  have  ever  experiencd  from  you  on  all  occasions,  so  I  need  only  look  into 
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my  own  heart,  and  from  thence  assure  you  that  every  oppertunity  of  being 
of  the  least  use  or  service  to  you  in  return  would  always  be  the  chief 
pleasure  remaining  to,  Sir,  your  most  disconsolate  kinsman  and  faithful! 
servant,  Bristol, 

1182.  To  Mr.  Louis  Russell.  Ickworth,  Sept.  12,  1743. 

I  have  with  great  difficulty  done  so  much  violence 
to  my  present  state  of  mind  as  to  hear  the  case  you  sent  me  read  to  me,  and 
find  my  self  at  present  so  unable  to  make  any  true  judgment  upon  the  whole, 
or  consequently  to  send  you  any  particular  or  proper  directions,  that  I  must 
and  do  hereby  give  you  full  power  (being  perfectly  satisfyd  both  of  your 
skill  and  integrity)  to  proceed  in  every  thing  relating  to  this  suit  as  if  it 
were  your  own,  both  with  regard  to  the  best  opinion  you  can  gett  upon  it, 
and  whether  it  will  be  adviseable  in  our  future  conduct  of  it  to  proceed  any 
farther  in  equity  or  at  law.  Whenever  you  have  occasion  for  money  to 
carry  it  on  with  vigour,  you  have  but  to  let  me  know  what  sum  you  want, 
and  an  order  on  my  banker  shall  be  sent  you  upon  account  by  your  friend 
&  well  wisher,  Bristol. 

Would  you  have  the  case  again  to  lay  before  counsel  ?  If  so  I'll  return  it. 

1183,  To  Mrs.  Duncombe.  Ickworth,  Sept.  30,  1743. 

You  judge  very  rightly,  dear  Madam,  that  writing 
must  be  very  uneasy  to  me,  but  I  begin  to  find  myself,  if  possible,  more  so 
till  I  have  paid  you  my  most  sincere  and  gratsfuU  thanks  for  one  of  the 
kindest  and  best  letters  I  have  receivd  on  the  occasion  of  my  late  irreparable 
loss.  Your  sentiments  are  sound  and  strictly  orthodox  ;  but  how  impossible 
is  it  to  take  the  advice  they  suggest  any  farther  in  my  present  sad  situation 
than  to  submit  with  all  due  resignation  to  the  will  of  infinite  wisdom,  which 
God  only  knows  how  intirely  I  have  done  since  that  has  been  declared. 
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However,  I  cannot  help  questioning  my  self  why  a  new  and  so  severe  a  tryal 
of  my  faith  and  trust  should  have  been  found  necessary  to  prove  my  dutiful! 
acquiescence  in  the  present,  when  both  have  been  (I  humbly  hope)  so 
thoroughly  manifested  on  former  occasions.  A  little  more  indulgence 
surely  may  be  due  to  my  grief  than  to  other  parents,  since  none  (give  me 
leave  to  say  now  he's  mine  no  more)  were  ever  so  remarkably  distinguishd 
by  Providence  as  my  self  in  being  blessd  with  such  a  son,  whose  excelling 
genius  and  rare  talents  I  need  not  expatiate  on  to  you  who  knew  him,  and 
consequently  as  your  kindred-taste  must  have  thought  on  him  more  advan- 
tageously than  can  be  discribd  or  expressd  by  his  (now)  most  unhappy 
father,  but  still  your  most  affectionate  friend  and  faithful!  humble  servant, 
Bristol. 

1184.  To  CaDtain  Davers.  Ickworth,  Oct.  5,  1743. 

As  I  hope  the  time  is  now  come  which  has  been 
long  wishd  for  by  all  your  friends  and  particularly  my  self,  when  justice 
will  be  done  to  your  rank  and  merit  in  the  service  of  your  countrey  by 
giveing  you  a  flag,  and  the  bearer,  my  grandson  Augustus,  being  more 
ambitious  of  being  your  Captain  (in  that  event)  than  of  any  other  present 
preferment,  if  you  would  be  so  good  as  a  neighbour  and  relation  to  think 
him  worthy  of  that  honour,  the  obligation  would  be  too  great  ever  to  be 
forgott  by,  Sir,  your  most  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1185.  To  Mr.  Phipps.  Ickworth,  Oct.  10,  1743. 

As  no  man  can  be  a  competent  judg  of  the 
irreparable  loss  my  self  &  family  have  sustaind  by  the  death  of  Lord 
Hervey,  because  no  parent  was  ever  blessd  with  such  a  son,  so  I  hope  I  need 
not  make  any  long  apology  to  you  that  I  have  not  thankd  you  sooner  for 
the  favour  of  your  letter,  being  rather  surprisd  that  I  should  think  my  self 

Vol.  III.        NN 
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even  now  able  to  go  about  it,  since  my  attempting  it,  tho'  thus  late,  makes 
me  feel  my  utter  incapacity  to  acquit  myself  of  this  or  indeed  of  any  other 
duty  as  I  ought.  Lett  me  take  this  opportunity,  however,  to  desire  (with 
my  most  affectionate  service  to  your  second  self)  that  you  would  thank  her 
for  her  obliging  letter  also,  hoping  this  will  find  you  both  well  after  your 
journey,  &  that  ye  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  no  body  can  wish 
your  mutual  happiness  in  each  other  with  more  sincerity  of  affection  than, 
Sir,  your  faithfull  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1186.  To  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  Ickworth,  Nov  2,  1743. 

^  I  should  have  thankd  your  Lordship  much  sooner 

(had  I  been  able  to  think  of  any  thing  but  the  irreparable  loss  I  and  my 
family  have  sustaind)  for  your  great  kindness  &  civilitys  towards  my  son 
Harry,  whose  character  I  fear  was  of  the  indelible  sort  before  he  thought  of 
taking  on  him  that  commonly  calld  so.  What  better  effect  your  Lordship's 
advice  &  good  example  may  produce  in  him  than  mine  ever  did,  I  shall 
with  more  patience  than  hope  still  waite  for,  having  been  so  often  dis- 
appointed formerly  ;  but  as  nothing  is  impossible  lor  the  grace  &  goodness 
of  God  to  bring  to  pass,  my  prayers  shall  not  be  wanting  towards  his 
becoming  a  worthy  labourer  in  the  Lord's  vineyard,  tho'  his  entry  was 
deferrd  to  the  eleventh  hour,  wherein  your  Lordship's  also  are  most 
sincerely  desird  for  him  by  your  obligd  &  faithfull  servant,  Bristol. 

1187.  To  Mrs.  Phipps.  Ickworth,  Nov.  2,  1743. 

I  have  been  so  long  &  so  much  in  your  debt,  dear 
Madam,  that  I  should  be  quite  ashamd  of  this  very  late  payment  of  it,  had 
the  omission  been  owing  to  any  less  incapacitating  cause  than  that  fatal 
bankruptcy  which  occasiond  it ;  and  as  the  weight  of  that  loss  still  hangs 
heavy  on  me,  I  can  yet  only  tell  you  that  till  time  (from  which  I  can  hope 
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but  small  relief,  tho'  you  have  much  of  it  before  you,)  alleviates  the  present 
pressures  on  my  mind,  no  letter  from  me  will  or  can  be  worth  your  receiving 
but  as  it  may  serve  to  confirm  what  I  hope  you  want  no  fresh  evidence  to 
believe,  that  I  am  with  the  truest  &  most  sincere  esteem  your  most  affec- 
tionate grandfather,  faithful  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

I  depend  on  you  to  make  my  compliments  as  acceptable  as  I  would  have 
them  to  Mr.  Phipps. 

1188.        To  my  grandson,  Lord  Hervey.      Ickworth,  Nov.  23,  1743. 

You  cannot  but  remember  among  many  othei* 
right  &  sensible  declarations  of  your  dear  father,  one  was  that  he  could 
not  endure  to  be  talkd  over  upon  any  occasion,  an  aversion  which  a 
thorough  knowledg  of  the  world  most  justly  creates,  as  the  generality  ol 
mankind  are  much  more  inclind  to  censure  than  to  commend ;  &  therefore 
I  declind  writing  to  you  of  any  family  affairs  till  you  promisd  not  to  impart 
them  any  where,  even  where  tho'  the  person  to  whom  they  were  to  be 
immediatly  comunicated  might  be  the  most  cordially  affected  towards  us, 
yet  being  under  the  influence  of  a  superior  power,  whose  arbitrary  will  is 
known  to  brook  no  denial  or  opposition,  &  whose  curiosity  could  never  putt 
them  upon  any  enquiry  into  our  affairs  with  a  more  gratefull  view  than  to 
make  them  worse  rather  than  better,  as  their  late  conduct  has  too  fully 
demonstrated,  notwithstanding  our  early  &  constant  attachment  to  theirs, 
which,  however,  as  it  was  originally  well  &  honestly  intended,  I  hope  God's 
goodness  will  be  pleasd  to  pardon. — As  to  any  immediate  augmentation  of 
the  eight  hundred  pounds  per  annum  which  I  promisd  &  began  to  pay  you 
from  Michaelmass  last,  it  being  four  times  more  than  ever  my  dearest  & 
best  of  fathers  ever  allowd  me,  till  I  was  marryed,  which  when  the  grace  of 
God  shall  determine  you  to  do  as  it  did  me,  I  should  in  that  event  most 
readily  farther  pinch  my  self  to  see  you  virtuously  settled  in  the  world  ; 
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but  I  must  own  to  you  I  did  not  expect  to  hear  before  one  year  was  come 
about  of  any  increase,  till  you  had  first  tryd  whether  that  allowance  would 
not  amply  suffice  to  discharge  the  expence  of  such  a  family  as  you  at 
present  need  entertain,  the  maitre  d'otel  &  valet  de  chambre  being  easily 
executed  by  one  person,  a  London  house  keeper  etc.  being  quite  unnecessary, 
&  both  being  what  I  never  allowd  my  self,  &  therefore  cannot  see  why  it 
should  be  more  necessary  for  you,  a  single  man,  to  keep  more  than  I  ever 
did,  especially  since  I  have  shewn  you  (which  few,  if   any,  grandfathers 
ever  condesended  to  do)  that  the  whole  of  what  will  remain  for  me  to 
maintain  my  self  &  this  very  numerous  family  with  in  all  things  will  scarce 
exceed  ^3000  per  annum,  a  share  which  I  hope  no  branch  of  my  family  will 
or  can  reasonably  grudge  me,  since  the  world  will  expect  that  I  should  live 
something  like  the  Earl  of  Bristol  as  your  Lordship  like  Baron  Hervey.— 
The  deficiency  like  to  happen  some  time  hence  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
lease  in  Ranby's  house  needed  not,  I  think,  just  now  have  been  anticipated, 
since  should  it  please  God  farther  to  prolong  a  life  already  exceeding  the 
common  term  assignd  by  Providence  to  human  nature,  it  might  then  have 
been  time  enough  to  have  calid  upon  me  to  make  that  good  also. — I  thank 
you  for  the  pamphlet,  (which  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  read  thorough,)  as 
also  the  sentimental  lady  for  the  loan  of  her  picture,  which  I  hope  Fayram 
will  take  his  utmost  care  to  make  at  least  as  good  a  copy  for  me  as  that  he 
draws  it  from,  knowing  I  have  not  only  been  one  of  his  best  friends,  but,  as 
he  has  flatterd  me,  none  of  the  worse  judges. 

1189.        To  Lord  Hervey,  my  grandson.  Dec.  17,  1743- 

In  case  you  should  find  demands  come  faster 
upon  you  as  executor  than  assets  to  answer  them,  I  herewith  send  you  a 
draft  on  my  banker  for  the  six  months  interest  of  the  ^4500  principal 
money  due  this  day,  for  which  you  may  send  me  an  acquittance  at  your 
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leasure. — A.s  )^ou  have  determind  not  to  frequent  the  meetings  of  youf 
friends,  I  should  think  protesting  on  such  very  strong  &  popular  points  as 
the  late  debate  turnd  upon  would  have  been  very  necessary  for  you  to  joyne 
in,  were  it  only  to  give  your  party  some  assurance  that  you  are  more  than 
luke-warm  in  the  just  opposition  every  true  independant  Englishman  is 
bound  in  honour  &  conscience  to  make  to  the  barefaced  mercenary  measures 
of  an  H — n  faction,  which,  if  not  put  a  stop  to  very  soon,  must  end  in  poverty 
&  slavery.— Your  letters  are  always  welcome  to  me,  as  they  are  not  only 
entertaining  but  give  me  much  better  accounts  of  every  thing  than  I  receive 
from  any  oth-^ir  of  my  correspondents.     God  bless  &  prosper  you. 

1190.        To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Ray.        Ickworth,  Dec.  19,  1743. 

You  have  done  me  great  justice  in  supposing  I 
should  be  pleased  with  hearing  of  any  thing  to  your  advantage,  and  I  find 
my  self  doubly  so,  as  the  Byshop  of  Ely  has  shewn  himself  so  kind  a  patron, 
where  I  have  always  observd  so  much  intrinsick  worth.  I  hope  the  Byshop 
of  Ely  continues  as  well  in  his  health  as  I  have  always  wishd  him,  &  that 
he  receivd  my  letter  of  the  2d  of  November  last,  wherein  I  thankd  his 
Lordship  for  his  great  kindness  8c  civilitys  towards  my  son  Harry;  but  as 
it  happend  to  be  directed  to  Bell  House  when  it  seems  his  Lordship  was 
not  there,  I  am  afraid  it  might  have  miscarried,  which  would  have  given 
me  not  only  a  careless  but  ungratefuU  air,  where  I  would  always  appear  as 
I  have  ever  been  a  most  sincere  friend  &  well  wisher,  &  being  so  to  him  am 
extreamly  glad  to  find  he  is  so  to  you,  being  with  great  truth  your  affec- 
tionate friend,  Bristol. 

119L        To  Lord  Hervey,  my  grandson.   Ickworth,  Jan.  31,  1743/4. 

I  must  venter  the  puting  my  self  into  pain  to  let 
you  know  with  what  pleasure  I  receivd  the  account  v.'hich  was  sent  hithef 
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of  the  great  applause  your  maiden  speech  mett  with  in  the  House  of  Lords  ; 
however,  I  cannot  help  wishing  your  leading  friends  would  have  [managed] 
a  little  better  for  you  than  to  put  you  upon  [speaking]  in  defence  of  a 
mistress  who  had  been  already  rejected  in  the  same  session,  &  consequently 
in  the  teeth  of  a  known  standing  order  ;  for  I  must  own  to  you  that  not- 
withstanding the  new  dress  you  had  vampd  her  up  in,  her  being  the  same 
person  was  knowable  by  all,  there  being  distinctions  without  a  difference. 
But  since  you  could  make  so  good  work  on  so  defective  an  occasion  in  your 
first  essay,  what  assistance  may  not  your  poor  sick  country  expect  from 
you  (for  I  hope  &:  trust  the  talents  God  has  blessd  you  with  will  always  be 
exerted  in  her  true  interests)  in  your  riper  years,  when  order  as  well  as 
reason  shall  be  on  your  side.     Dii  vestra  incepta  secundent. 

H92.        To  the  same.  Ickworth,  March  5,  1743/4. 

I  hope  the  same  good  genius  which  prevented 
your  speaking  against  the  necessary  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act 
at  this  critical  &  dangerous  conjuncture  of  affairs  will  always  attend  you  in 
every  future  important  occurrence  of  your  life,  for  I  will  not  scruple  to  own 
to  you  that  notwithstanding  the  ungrateful  returns  I  and  mine  have  mett 
with,  I  w^ould  have  been  so  farr  from  obstructing  that  I  would  have  voted 
for  it.  And  I  cannot  help  taking  this  oppertunity  of  cautioning  you  to 
beware  of  such,  lett  their  publick  professions  be  never  so  plausible,  who 
from  youthfull  heat  or  worse  motives  would  at  such  a  time  as  this  have 
thrown  cold  water  upon  it  in  the  House  of  Commons.  And  tho'  I  plainly 
perceive  you  had  made  your  self  master  of  every  specious  reason  that 
could  be  urged  against  it,  yet  it  is  my  firm  perswasion  that  the  single 
article  of  a  French  fleets  coming  into  the  Channel  &  hovering  so  long 
about  our  coasts  in  order  to  invade  us,  is  a  full,  fiat  &  most  unanswerable 
argument  to  them  all. 
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1193.  To  Mr.  John  Turner,  Ickworth  Park,  June  10,  1744. 

I  am  extremely  concernd  &  surprised  to  find 
how  ill  a  state  your  affairs  are  in,  especially  finding  myself  very  unable  to 
do  what  you  desire  of  me,  since  my  own  circumstances,  from  having  a 
numerous  family  and  many  of  them  from  time  to  time  wanting  my  assis- 
tance, have  brought  me  into  debt,  so  far  am  I  from  being  able  to  lay  down 
such  a  summe  as  you  mention,  but  which  I  shoud  think  could  not  long 
want  a  lender  upon  the  terms  stated  by  you.  As  to  any  written  protection, 
it  is  what  I  have  never  given,  but  if  my  house  will  be  any  sanctuary  to  you, 
Mrs.  Turnor  and  yourself  will  be  welcome  to  your  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1194.  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer-*  Ickworth,  June  14,  1744. 

Altho'  no  man's  company  ever  gave  me  so  true  a 
pleasure  as  your  own,  yet  I  am  farr  from  desiring  the  enjoyment  of  it  at  so 
dear  a  rate  as  giving  you  any  pain,  I  hope  Dr.  Hepburn's  advice  will  soon 
restore  you  to  ease,  &  I  like  both  him  &  it  the  better  for  the  plain  innocent 
course  he  hath  prescribd,  being  always  jealous  of  many  medicines,  re- 
membering how  Dr.  Friend  killd  himself,  &  that  Dr.  Burton,  who  was 
frequently  tampering  with  himself  also,  dyed  on  Tuesday  last  after  a  tedious 
illness  occasiond  by  a  stoppage  in  his  bowels.  May  you  gett  the  better  of 
your  present  complaint,  as  I  most  heartily  rejoyce  at  your  having  overcome 
all  other  disorders,  which  I  hope  may  have  been  owing  to  my  grand 
Catholicon ;  i.e. 

For  they  shall  all  their  miseries  transcend 

Who  God  adore,  &  on  his  will  depend. 

Health,  ease  &  prosperity  for  ever  be  your  lott,  whatever  is  to  become  of 
your  old  &  faithful  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

*  This  letter  is  not  in  the  letter-book,  but  is  printed  from  the  original  given  some  years  ago  to  my  father 
by  the  late  Sir  Henry  Bunbury. — S.H.A.H. 
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1195.  To  the  Bishop  of  Norwich.  June  23,  1744. 

The  usual  time  approaching  for  renewing  my 
lease  of  Thirne,  Ashby  and  Owby,  (my  last  lease  bearing  date  Aug.  3, 
17370  I  give  your  Lordship  this  trouble  to  let  you  know  I  am  ready  so  to 
do  ;  and  as  to  the  fine,  I  shall  think  myself  very  safe  in  leaving  it  to  your 
Lordship's  general  rule  of  treating  me  as  you  do  your  other  tenants, 
knowing  there  is  no  one  among  them  all  more  than  myself  your  Lordship's 
most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — Give    me    leave   to   assure    your  Lordship   that  I   received   but 
;^io5  ..  o  .,  7|  from  the  whole  estate  for  the  year  ending  at  Michaelmass  last, 
1743,  a  copy  of  which  accompt  1  will  send,  if  you  please. 

1196.  To  the  Bishop  of  Norwich.  June  30,  1744. 

I  know  not  what  accompt,  nor  of  what  date  it  is, 
that  your  Lordship  may  have  in  your  hands  subscribd  by  my  steward, 
Oliver  ;  but  as  the  manors  of  Thirne,  Ashby  and  Owby  are  all  the  estates 
I  now  hold  of  your  Lordship,  you  may  see  the  clear  yearly  profit  (deducting 
the  reservd  rent  of  ^40)  according  to  your  Lordship's  own  rule  at  a  year  and 
a  quarter  for  the  renewal-fine  comes  to  but  ^179  ..  6  ..  o,  which  I  shall  be 
ready  to  pay  when  and  wherever  your  Lordship  shall  appoint.  Your 
Lordship's  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1197.  To  the  Bishop  of  Norwich.  July  30,  1744. 

According  to  your  Lordship'^s  directions  I  have 
sent  you  my  last  lease  cancelled,  and  also  a  draft  on  my  banker  for 
^184  ..  II  ..o  in  full  lor  the  fine  &  fees  as  settled  by  your  Lordship,  which 
being  done  your  Lordship  will  please  to  send  me  a  new  lease  by  the  bearer, 
wherein  I  take  it  for  granted  no  new  covenants  are  inserted,  for  in  that  case 
I  conclude  your  Lordship  would  have  sent  me  the  draft  before  you  had 
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orderd  the  ingrosment  of  it. — Mr.  Carr  who  purchasd  Langham  tythes  of 
me  having  been  lately  here  with  me,  &  promising  to  wait  on  your  Lordship 
very  soon,  I  suppose  your  Lordship  will  want  no  farther  lights  in  that  affair 
from  your  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1198.  To  Lord  Tyrconnel.  Ickworth,  Aug.  17,  1744. 

I  think  my  self  very  much  obligd  to  your  Lord- 
ship for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  giving  me  the  satisfaction  I  desird  as 
to  Mr.  Read's  character,  which  as  I  can  now  intirely  depend  on,  will  be  a 
principal  ingredient  towards  his  being  entertaind  by,  my  Lord,  your  Lord- 
ship's most  obligd  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1199.  To  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  Ickworth  Park,  Aug.  30,  1744. 

I  was  very  glad  to  see  your  Lordship's  hand  at  so 
much  liberty  from  the  goute  as  to  be  employd  in  sending  me  so  many  more 
thanks  for  the  venison  than  it  was  worth,  that  I  have  felt  my  self  so  much 
in  your  debt  ever  since  I  receivd  them,  that  I  longd  for  an  opportunity  of 
deserving  them  in  some  measure  by  a  repetition  of  the  occasion  of  them 
before  the  season  expires.  I  am  your  Lordships  most  faithful  friend  & 
humble  servant,  Bristol. 
The  compliments  of  this  family  attend  on  your  Lordship  &  Mrs.  Butts. 

1200-        To  my  son  Will  in  Dean  Street  the  uper  end  of  Great  Audley 
Street. 

Dear  Will  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  i,  1744. 

Having  got  together  money  enough  to   pay  off 

:he  eight  thousand  pounds  which  I  borrowd  of  you  and  your  trustees  about 

thirteen  years  ago,  this  is  to  give  you  notice  (and  wherewith  I  would  have 

you  acquaint  your  brother  Tom  also  as  your  surviving  trustee)  that  I  will 

Vol.  III.  00 
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pay  in  the  said  eight  thousand  pounds  on  the  first  day  of  March  next,  that 
you  may  have  six  months  time  before  you  to  consider  of  placing  it  out 
again  to  the  best  advantage,  which  if  you  can  meet  with  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  doing  in  the  mean  time,  my  money  shall  be  ready  for  you. — 
I  would  have  sent  you  some  venison  near  a  month  since,  but  your  sister 
told  me  you  were  then  in  Hertfordshire,  and  I  would  yet  do  so  before  the 
season  passes  (the  Corporation  of  Bury  being  all  served)  as  soon  as  you  will 
let  me  know  where  you  would  have  it  directed  for  you  by  your  affectionate 
father,  Bristol. 

1201-  To  Sir  Frances  Whichcote.  Sept.  22,  1744. 

Your  having  formerly  been  so  very  kind  as  to 
make  me  the  offer  of  being  with  you  whenever  my  affairs  calld  me  into 
Lincolnshire,  (a  favour  which,  tho'  not  yet  made  use  of,  yet  hath  never  been 
forgotten  by  me,)  hath  now  encouraged  me;  as  my  grandson  Lord  Hervey 
intends  shortly  to  make  a  visit  of  a  week  or  ten  days  to  see  my  estate  in 
your  neighbourhood  and  to  settle  my  new  steward  at  Sleaford,  and  being 
desirous  from  what  he  hath  often  heard  me  say  of  you  to  have  not  only  an 
acquaintance  but  friendship  with  you,  we  both  desire  to  know  whether  it 
would  not  be  very  inconvenient  for  you  to  let  him  have  the  pleasure  of 
being  with  you  at  Aswarby  during  his  stay,  which  I  am  the  more  desirous 
of,  as  I  am  very  confident  it  will  prove  a  means  of  propagating  such  an 
agreeable  correspondence  between  yee  for  the  future  as  will  be  a  most 
sensible  satisfaction  to.  Sir,  yours  etc.     Bristol. 

1202-  To  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer.  Sept.  29,  1744. 

I  am  most  sensibly  concernd  for  the  loss  of  so 
worthy  a  woman  as  Lady  Bunbury  had  approvd  her  self  thro'  the  whole 
course  of  her  life,  and  the  more  so  for  the  share  I  know  you  will  take  in 
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regretting  her  death.  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  shewing  the 
honour  I  have  in  being  related  to  her  and  you,  as  soon  as  you  will  let  my 
servant  know  when  you  intend  to  go  into  mourning  for  her,  being  with 
great  respect  and  truth  your  most  faithful  friend  &  obedient  servant,  Bristol. 

1203.        To  my  Lord  Winchelsea.       Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  15,  1744. 

I  find  my  self  obliged  to  give  your  Lordship  this 
trouble  at  the  request  and  on  the  complaint  of  a  tenant  of  mine,  John 
Cuckow,  who  rents  Shotley  Gate  Ferry  of  me,  who  hath  had  his  hired 
servant  for  husbandry  John  Martin,  tho'  never  at  sea,  impressd  on  Friday 
last  by  Lieutenant  Adams,  on  board  the  Bird  in  hand  tender,  lying  off 
Harwich  to  impress  men  for  the  Royal  Sovereign  at  the  Nore,  which  has  so 
intimidated  all  the  people  in  those  parts,  that  my  tenant  says  his  plough 
and  ferry  boat  must  both  lie  still  till  your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  to  order 
his  release,  and  to  which  favour,  if  you  will  please  to  add  that  of  giving  a 
protection  for  a  single  servant  only  to  assist  my  tenant  in  rowing  his  ferry 
boat,  (without  which  many  of  my  other  tenants  cannot  keep  Harwich 
markets),  it  will  much  oblige  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Bristol. 

1204*        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  12,  1744/5. 

I  should  prove  my  self  very  unworthy  of  every 
quality  your  mistaken  partiallity  seems  to  allow  me,  did  I  not  make  every 
return  in  my  power  to  deserve  them  wherever  your  interest  is  concernd, 
and  therefore  as  my  utmost  care  and  sincerity  are  both  become  more 
necessary  than  ever  as  to  your  affairs  at  Rendlesham,  so  I  must  own  to 
you  that  Mr.  Shepphard's  last  letter  has  rather  perplexd  than  explaind  the 
nature  of  your  title,  since  I  must  confess  that  neither  Lord  Hervey,  Will 
Oliver  or  my  self  can  understand  what  he  means  by  saying  ?    These  Imids 
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that  are  now  taken  in  has  been  for  time  out  of  mind  fed  by  the  tennants  of  your 
farm,  and  by  custom  had  a  certain  number  of  sheep  for  each  farm  put  into  your 
flock  in  lieu  of  the  feed  of  these  lands  ;  now  these  tennants  say  that  they  can 
make  more  of  these  lands  by  inclosing  of  them,  and  will  break  the  custom,  so  they 
have  now  ditched  and  bankd  and  hanged  gates  and  inclosd  about  80  acres  of  land, 
in  which  are  S  or  6  pieces  of  your  own  lands,  which  pieces  they  have  inclosd  with 
their  own,  and  has  fenced  your  tennant  out  from  his  own  lands  only  to  go  by  the 
common  road  and  through  the  gates  they  have  hung  ;  so  he  has  not  only  lost  the 
feed  which  he  used  of  their  lands,  but  lost  those  pieces  of  his  own. — The  case 
being  thus  quite  unintelligible  by  me,  I  must  beg  your  Ladyship  would  lay 
it  before  some  more  able  lawyer  then  my  self  to  give  you  his  opinion 
thereupon  with  his  instructions  how  you  are  to  proceed,  which  as  soon  as 
they  shall  come  to  my  hands,  I  shall  send  Will  Oliver  over  to  see  them 
punctually  executed,  together  with  any  further  commands  you  may  favour 
me  with,  who  am.  Madam,  your  most  affectionate  friend  and  faithfuU 
servant,  Bristol. 

1205.        To  Sir  William  Bunbury.      Ick  worth  Park,  Feb.  25,  1 744/5. 

As  the  messenger  I  last  sent  to  enquire  after  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer's  health  brought  me  so  satisfactory  an  account  of  it  as 
made  me  resolve  not  soon  to  trouble  him  again,  being  then  put  at  some 
ease,  but  as  I  have  been  freshly  allarmd  by  an  account  said  to  come  from 
Dr.  Hepbourn  that  he  has  been  lately  very  ill  again,  I  cannot  rest  till  I 
have  a  perticular  account  from  you  (on  whom  alone  I  can  depend)  of  the 
true  state  of  his  present  condition,  which  I  beg  you  will  let  me  have 
without  the  least  disguise,  and  at  the  same  time  favour  me  with  your 
opinion  whether  I  can  be  of  the  least  use  or  service  to  him  by  making  him 
a  visit  or  otherwise,  for  there  is  nothing  I  would  not  undertake  or  hazard 
upon  the  least  prospect  could  be  shewn  me  of  my  being  any  way  assisting 
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in  the  prolongation  of  the  most  valuable  life  I  know  now  remaining  in  this 
world.  I  could  expatiate  very  far  upon  this  fruitfuir  subject,  but  must 
shorten  your  trouble  by  asking  pardon  for  what  I  have  already  given  you, 
and  assuring  you  with  all  sincerity  how  much  I  am  your  humble  servant, 
Bristol, 

P.S.     I  beg   you    would   make   my   compliments   acceptable    to    Lady 
Bunbury. 

1206.  To  Mr.  Serjeant  Barnardiston. 

Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  14,  1745. 

You  may  remember  when  I  first  offerd  you  my  Courts 
in  High-Suffolk,  I  then  told  you  they  were  hardly  worth  your  acceptance, 
but  such  as  they  were  should  be  very  much  at  your  service ;  and  since  you 
seem  to  be  indifferent  about  them,  and  that  I  can  oblige  Mr.  Cocksedge, 
who  is  a  friend  of  mine  at  Bury,  with  them,  your  voluntary  resignation  of 
them  to  him  woud  always  be  reckond  as  a  seasonable  favour  done  to  one 
who  always  was  &  ever  will  be  your  faithfull  friend  and  servant,  Bristol. 

1207.  To  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  28,  1745. 

I  think  my  self  much  obliged  to  you  for  com- 
municating to  me  your  letter  to  the  Clergy  of  your  Diosses,  which  I  very 
much  approve  of.  I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  of  those  long  and  fatal 
measures  which  have  brought  us  into  our  present  sad  and  every  way  undone 
condition.  My  consolation  is  that  I  opposed  them  all,  foreseeing  what  they 
manifestly  tended  to.  My  life  is  a  poor  sacrifice,  but  such  as  it  is  shall 
willingly  be  offerd  to  support  that  family  on  the  throne,  whereon  I  did  my 
utmost  to  place  them.  I  am  your  Lordship's  faithful  &  humble  servant, 
Bristol. 
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1203,        To  Lord  Dysart.  Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  25,  1745. 

Mr.  Thurston  having  deliverd  some  time  since  to 
my  steward  an  account  of  several  free  &  coppyhold  rents,  I  have  lookd 
over  all  the  evidence  of  my  estate,  (which  has  cost  me  much  time  &  trouble,) 
but  can  nowhere  find  my  own  admission  therein  mentiond  of  the  nth  April, 
1695,  which  I  woud  beg  a  coppy  of,  and  also  an  account  of  the  several  rents 
in  arrear,  which  I  shall  no  sooner  satisfy  my  self  of  their  being  clearly  & 
justly  due  than  punctual  payment  shall  be  orderd  by  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  Bristol.* 

P.S.     I   beg   to   know  if  the   custom    of  your   mannor  gives   estates  to 
youngest  sons. 

1209.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  4,  1746. 

The  letter  of  which  the  inclosd  is  a  coppy  I 
receivd  yesterday  by  the  common  post,  which  I  believe,  were  precedents  to 
be  searchd  for,  woud  be  found  without  any,  in  cases  too  where  no  less  than 
the  utmost  displeasure  of  the  House  is  to  be  incurrd,  shoud  all  due  obedience 
not  be  paid  to  the  commands  of  the  House  ;  for  supposing  any  peer  shoud 
find  himself  disposed  to  disown  the  having  receivd  any  such  letter,  how 
coud  the  receipt  of  any  such  letter  be  duly  provd,  without  which  the  utmost 
displeasure  of  the  House  coud  not  be  justly  incurrd, — I  have  examind  the 
statute  of  the  7th  of  William  the  3d  to  which  his  Lordship's  letter  referrs, 
and  find  it  directs  the  summoning  of  ye  peers  as  he  states  it,  but  not  the 
least  tittle  concerning  the  sending  two  witnesses  to  attest  upon  oath  a 
confirmation  of  what  any  absent  peer  shall  have  wrote  in  excuse  of  his  non 
attendance,  which  I  cannot  but  look  upon  (as  I  dare  say  many  others  will 
do)  as  an  unprecedented  indignity  offerd  to  their  absent  brethren,  a  point  I 

•  The  next  two  letters  in  the  letter-book,  both  to  Lord  Dysart  on  this  same  matter,    I  omit.  —  S.H.A.H. 
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desire  you  woud  confer  with  some  of  your  friends  upon,  and  let  me  know 
their  opinions  concerning  it,  according  to  which  I  shall  (tho'  at  the  hazzard 
of  my  life)  either  appear  my  self  or  send  two  servants  to  prove  my  inability 
to  attend  ;  you  know  I  have  not  been  able  to  take  a  journey  to  London  for 
several  years  past;  nay,  could  I  but  have  gone  ten  miles  from  my  own  house 
during  the  sickness  of  my  most  dear  &  valuable  friend  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer, 
he  shoud  never  have  gone  out  of  this  world,  as  he  did,  without  taking  my 
last  sad  farewell  of  so  excellent  a  man  as  I  had  long  known  him  to  be. — Will 
it  be  expected  I  shoud  make  any  answer  to  his  Lordship's  letter,  since 
whatever  I  can  say  to  exempt  me  from  appearing  will  signify  nothing 
without  the  corroboration  of  two  witnesses. — I  have  orderd  a  buck  to  be 
killd  on  Monday  morning  next,  half  whereof  will  be  at  London  on  Tuesday 
night,  &  whenever  you  want  any  more  you  may  command  it  at  present 
with  the  same  freedom  as  whenever  the  Park  shall  become  your  own. 

1210.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  July  12,  1746. 

I  thank  you  very  kindly  for  the  care  you  have 
taken  and  the  trouble  you  have  given  yourself  about  the  contents  of  my 
last ;  but  there  still  remains  a  point  of  so  hard  digestion  with  me,  which  is 
the  sending  of  two  witnesses  to  confirm  what  a  peer  shall  have  once 
certified  to  be  true  under  his  own  hand  upon  his  honour,  that  if  you  hear 
of  any  means  that  can  be  made  use  of  to  excuse  me  from  the  complying 
therewith,  I  shoud  most  gladly  lay  hold  of  the  expedient,  since  the  more  I 
have  thought  of  that  dishonourable  injunction  being  laid  upon  every  absent 
member  is  subjecting  them  to  a  bassesse  I  little  thought  woud  fall  to  my 
share,  when  the  Crown  honourd  me  with  a  seat  among  them  ;  and  I  cannot 
but  wonder  that  no  more  opposition  was  made  to  so  unprecedented  a 
measure  before  it  was  made  an  order  of  the  House,  and  since  it  was  so, 
that   no  publick  timely  notice   hath   been   given   when  our  supplimental 
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witnesses  are  to  appear,  for  tho'  you  have  told  me  from  Lord  Chancellor 
that  tis  to  be  on  the  24th  &  25th  instant,  yet  I  have  not  hitherto  heard  of 
any  authentic  signification  thereof  from  any  other  person,  I  shoud  be 
contented  to  regulate  my  conduct  upon  this  occasion  according  to  what  the 
Duke  of  Somerset  shall  do,  having  always  approvd  of  his  behaviour  in 
publick  matters  ever  since  his  first  appearance  in  life,  and  therefore  desire 
you'd  make  strict  enquiry  whether  his  Grace  intends  to  submit  to  the 
sending  of  two  such  witnesses  to  certify  his  inability  to  attend.  I  think  my 
own  silence  upon  this  occasion  will  take  somewhat  off  from  the  disgrace 
which  must  attend  my  writing  to  Lord  Chancellor  in  case  the  sending  of 
two  witnesses  shall  at  last  be  found  necessary,  and  therefore  I  intend  not 
at  present  to  trouble  his  Lordship  with  a  letter,  unless  upon  future  informa- 
tion from  you  I  shall  be  better  advised.  I  think  my  two  servants,  if  I  must 
send  them,  shoud  give  you  the  trouble  of  lodging  with  you  during  the  time 
of  their  stay  in  London,  that  they  may  be  under  your  direction  when  & 
where  they  are  to  attend  and  when  they  may  return  home,  since  I  shall  be 
very  much  inconvenienced  by  their  absence.  They  are  both  to  be  at  board 
wages  during  their  whole  journey,  so  that  you  need  take  no  manner  of 
thought  or  care  about  their  subsistence. 

12n.        To  Lord  Chancellor.  Ickworth  Park,  July  15,  1746. 

My  Lord 

In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  House  of 
Lords  signified  to  me  by  your  Lordship  I  shall  send  two  witnesses  to  testify 
my  inability  to  attend  in  person  at  the  approaching  trials  of  the  three  peers, 
which,  had  I  found  my  self  in  any  manner  able  to  perform,  I  shoud  have 
chosen  preferably  to  the  other  method  prescribd  to,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's 
obedient,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 
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1212.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  July  19,  1746. 

Altho'  Lord  Chancellor  in  consideration  of  my 
great  age  &  infirmitys  had  civilly  given  me  my  quietus,  yet  as  I  perceive 
you  are  inclined  I  shoud  not  lay  hold  of  that  indulgence,  I  have  written  to 
him,  and  as  you  ofFerd  to  deliver  it  to  him  your  self,  I  have  sent  it  with  this 
by  your  uncle  Felton,  who  will  be  in  Town  on  Sunday  night,  a  more 
respectfull  conveyance  than  that  I  receivd  the  occasion  of  it  by.  Mr.  Felton 
has  offerd  to  be  one  witness,  &  I  intend  to  send  Will  Oliver  for  the  other, 
who  will  be  with  you  on  Thursday,  so  that  they  may  both  attend  together  on 
the  next  day, — Had  you  made  me  the  visit  you  intended,  you  would  have 
found  your  own  appartment  vacant  for  you,  and  ever  shall,  whoever  happen 
to  be  the  present  occupant,  since  before  they  take  possession  they  are  fairly 
told  they  must  always  give  place  to  the  worthy  heir  of  Ickworth  whenever 
he  shall  appear. 

1213.  To  Mrs.  Ann  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  15,  1746. 

Madam 

It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  I  find  my  self  obliged 
to  let  you  know  that  the  affair  in  which  you  have  given  your  self  so  much 
trouble  is  of  such  a  nature  that  I  must  give  the  same  answer  to  it  I  have 
sent  both  by  my  son  Aston  &  Lady  Hervey,  tho'  this  third  repetition  of  it 
comes  with  much  more  reluctance  from  me  to  you  than  can  be  well 
imagind  ;  but  thus  extorted  as  it  is  from  me,  I  must  also  refer  you  to  it, 
from  which  (after  all  that  has  happend,  which  I  woud  spare  you  the  pain 
of  knowing,)  I  am  ultimately  determind  never  to  recede  till  your  husband 
has  performd  all  the  conditions  therein  prescribed  to  him  by.  Madam, 
your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

Vol.  III.        PP 
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P.S.  I  am  not  yet  certain  whether  I  shall  not  make  use  of  my  house  in 
Bury  for  my  self  and  family  about  ye  time  your  husband  mentions,  which 
I  desire  you  woud  let  him  know,  that  he  may  othervvays  provide  himself. 

1214.  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Ray e. 

Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  17,  1746. 

Reverend  Sir 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  remembring  the 
27th  of  August,  and  the  kind  congratulations  you  make  me  thereupon  ;  and 
in  return  felicitate  you  on  the  change  of  your  condition,  which,  as  I  have 
long  known  you  possessd  of  many  good  qualities,  cannot  well  fail  of  having 
them  blessd  with  a  wife  deserving  of  them  all,  and  if  so,  I  need  not  tell  you 
your  new  state  of  life  is  the  happiest  condition  this  world  is  capable  of, 
which  that  you  may  long  enjoy  is  the  sincere  wish  of  your  faithful  friend, 
Bristol. 

P^S. — I  desire  you'd  make  my  compliments  acceptable  to  Mrs.  Raye. 

1215.  To  the  Hon  &  Rev.  Mr.  Aston.* 

Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  19,  1746. 

Altho'  I  have  sometime  since  compleated  that 
number  of  years  wherein  those  who  do  so  complain  they  have  no  pleasure 
in  them,  yet,  blessed  be  God,  I  cannot  say  so  ;  I  have  still  one,  and  that 
a  very  great  one,  which  is  that  I  am  here  acting  or  suffering  his  divine  & 
righteous  will,  and  begging  his  grace  to  behave  in  either  state  in  such  a 
manner  as  may  be  found  acceptable  to  Him.  Thus  viewing  my  longevity 
in  this  light,  I  can  easily  account  for  its  being  appointed  me,  tho'  hitherto 
not  so  worthy  a  probationer  as  I  ought  to  have  been,  to  whom  your  gratula- 

*  Under  this  new  name  and  new  title  one  might  scarcely  recognize  the  wild  and  reckless  coniet,. 
Hasiy  Hervey.— S.H.A.H. 
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tions  on  the  27th  August  coud  not  but  be  welcome,  as  they  gave  me  so 
many  fresh  tokens  of  your  filial  duty  towards  an  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1216.  To  Mr.  Augustus  Hervey.      Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  24,  1746. 

I  have  receivd  yours  of  the  22d  instant,  and  am 
much  concernd  to  find  that  you  are  still  in  want,  tho'  upon  your  own  stating 
of  your  case  I  must  own  I  think  you  ought  to  have  livd  upon  much  less ;  for 
what  woud  you  have  done  if  fortune,  as  you  call  it,  (but  I  more  justly  term 
it  Providence)  had  not  thrown  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  into  your 
lap  ?  one  thousand  whereof  I  woud  have  saved,  had  I  been  you,  for  future 
exigences,  one  whereof  it  seems  is  now  arrived,  but  what  that  is  you  do  not 
at  all  explain,  but  I  must  in  the  mean  time  so  far  do  so  as  to  let  you  know 
that  my  finnances  were  never  lower,  nor  taxes  and  my  expences  never 
higher  than  at  this  time,  and  therefore  if  your  present  demands  will  not  be 
sutable  to  my  circumstances,  I  must  not  think  of  concerning  my  self  at  all 
with  yours  ;  therefore  for  your  own  sake  let  your  next  demands  not  exceed 
whatever  is  absolutely  necessary,  which  I  shoud  think  might  well  be 
contrived  to  come  within  the  compass  of  one  hundred  pounds  more  to  that 
already  given  you  by  your  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

1217.  To  Sir  Samuel  Prime,  Serjeant  at  law. 

Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  17,  1746. 

When  you  did  me  the  favour  of  a  visit  about  a 
month  past,  you  then  gave  me  hopes  that  I  might  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  again  before  you  went  to  London  ;  but  as  that  cannot  be,  I  have 
sent  my  will  for  your  inspection,  that  you  might  inform  me  whether  the 
death  of  my  valuable  friend.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  hath  not  made  it 
necessary  for  me  to  replace  him  by  appointing  some  other  person  in  his 
.stead .;  and  if  so,  as  I  know  no  other  friend   I  have  left  near  so  proper  as 
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your  self,  il  you  woud  be  so  good  to  take  the  trust  upon  you,  I  shoud  with 
much  more  satisfaction  leave  my  family  in  your  care  than  in  any  other 
hands  I  can  think  of;  but  should  this  request  be  improper  or  inconvenient 
to  you  in  any  manner,  I  beg  you  woud  without  any  ceremony  tell  an  old 
friend  so,  who  hath  ever  been.  Sir,  your  faithfull  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — Word  well  being  now  vacant,  if  your  brother  cares  to  accept  of  it, 
it  shall  be  very  much  at  his  service. 

1218.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  i8,  1746. 

I  have  had  the  letter  you  sent  me  enclosed  in 
yours  read  over  to  me  more  than  once,  and  cannot  find  the  least  encourage- 
ment in  it  for  you  to  concern  yourself  in  anything  relating  to  one,  who  by 
former  experience  you  must  know  nothing  can  or  will  satisfy  but  being 
servd  in  his  own  way,  however  unreasonable  or  even  impossible  ye  task  he 
imposes  is  to  be  performd.  He  has  often  to  me  and  to  your  brother  Harry 
pretended  an  utter  ignorance  of  anything  wherein  he  coud  have  offended 
me,  which  I  have  constantly  refused  to  particularize  in,  knowing  that  if  I 
shoud  sum  up  all  ye  articles  wherein  he  has  been  guilty  towards  me,  and  if 
possible  much  more  so  towards  my  dearest  and  most  valuable  friend.  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,*  the  black  list  of  them  woud  so  terrify  his  already 
affrighted  soul,  that  it  must  cast  him  into  irrecoverable  madness,  a 
consequence  I  have  long  and  carefully  avoided,  as  I  know  the  well-natured 
world  woud  not  fail  to  lay  to  my  charge,  especially  as  he  has  both  in  print 
&  manuscript  (as  I  can  prove)  prepared  it  to  conclude  all  his  disorders  have 
been  orriginally  owing  to  the  cruel  treatment  of  an  unnatural  father,  a 
charge  I  have  so  little  deserved  from  him  or  any  other  of  my  children  that 
I  shall  not  take  any  pains  to  confute.  This  being  but  one  of  the  many 
things  wherein  he  hath  so  olten  and  so  justly  offended  me,  my  advice  to 

*  Thomas  Hervey,  the  subject  of  this  letter,  had  eloped  with  Sir  T.  Hanmers  second  wife. — S.H.A.H. 
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you  is  that  you  shoud  as  soon  and  in  the  best  manner  you  are  able  wash 
your  hands  of  ye  undertaking  you  seem  willing  to  be  concernd  in,  it  being 
impossible  for  me  ever  to  recede  from  the  conditions  laid  down  in  my  letters 
to  your  brother  Harry  and  my  Lady  Hervey  upon  this  subject,  which  he 
does  not  want  to  have  been  further  apprized  of.  What  you  woud  have  me 
do  with  his  letter  I  shall  wait  your  directions  for,  it  not  being  adviseable  he 
shoud  ever  know  that  I  had  seen  it.  I  cannot  say  your  brother  Harry  has 
been  at  all  to  blame  in  not  making  known  to  your  brother  Tom  the  condi- 
tions on  which  he  coud  ever  hope  for  my  pardon,  which  were  that  untill  he 
had  shown  his  repentance  by  as  many  acts  of  filial  duty  as  he  had  been 
guilty  of  disobedience  towards  me,  I  coud  never  think  of  forgiving  him. 
As  for  his  allowance,  you  may  let  him  know  it  shall  always  be  ready  for 
him  whenever  he  will  condescend  to  ask  for  it. — I  hope  this  will  find  you  & 
Mrs.  Hervey  (to  whom  I  desire  you  will  make  my  compliments)  safely 
arrived  at  Bath,  and  that  both  of  you  will  find  all  the  benefit  by  ye  waters 
that  either  of  you  want  or  expect  from  them.  Your  little  representative 
that  you  chose  to  leave  with  me  is,  I  thank  God,  as  well  as  we  can  wish 
her.     A  Dieu.     Bristol. 

1219-        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  27,  1746. 

The  offer  you  make  me  of  coming  down  to  be 
with  me  till  the  sitting  of  the  Parliament,  I  take  so  very  kindly  that  con- 
sidering the  late  season  of  the  year,  the  badness  of  the  ways,  and  other 
accidents  which  may  attend  it,  makes  me  still  less  able  to  accept  of  your 
proposal  than  I  coud  have  been  before  you  made  it ;  and  therefore  would 
have  you  by  no  means  think  of  coming  hither,  for  as  it  would  be  purely  on 
my  account,  I  shoud  be  all  the  time  incessantly  uneasy,  lest  you  might  take 
some  great  cold  in  your  journey  down  &  up  again  as  you  would  not  be  able 
to   get  rid  of  all  the   winter  following,    or   might    meet   with   any    other 
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unforeseen  accident  which  might  happen  to  you.  I  therefore  desire,  nay, 
conjure  you,  not  to  think  of  undertaking  it,  since  the  pain  it  would  give  me 
would  take  off  from  the  pleasure  I  (thus  quallified)  could  taste  in  such  a 
visit  to  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

1220.        To  Captain  William  Hervey. 

Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  20,  1746. 

You  will  find  by  the  date  of  this  from  that  of  your 
letter  of  the  12th  instant  how  many  days  I  was  forced  to  take  before  I  coud 
be  able  to  give  a  cool  answer  to  yours,  which  I  found  much  too  warm.  You 
say  you  told  your  brother  Felton  you  would  stand,  without  so  much  as  ever 
first  acquainting  me  whether  upon  my  interest  or  your  own.  If  upon  the 
former,  as  I  never  heard  any  thing  from  you  of  your  design  to  stand,  and 
as  I  thought  it  not  adviseable  after  your  late  misfortune*  for  you  to  think  of 
a  seat  in  Parliament,  I  resolved,  not  hastily,  as  you  now  are  pleasd  to  term 
it,  but  advisedly,  to  name  your  brother  Felton  to  the  Corporation  of  Bury, 
after  their  not  having  named  (as  I  desired  them)  any  one  of  my  sons  or 
grandsons  to  represent  them  in  the  next  Parliament.  I  am  surprizd  you 
should  think  fit  to  recall  the  memory  of  your  former  attempt,  as  there  never 
was  a  more  undutifuU  nor  a  more  unjustifiable  project  ever  set  on  foot, 
since,  if  it  had  succeeded,  must  necessarily  have  exposed  me  to  ye  character 
of  a  false  &  double  dealer,  which  of  all  other  faults  I  hope  ye  whole  tenor 
of  my  life  have  stood  most  clear  of.  And  if  upon  the  latter,  if  you  are 
resolvd  to  try  your  own  interest,  in  God's  name  do  so,  tho'  upon  the  best 
calculation  I  have  been  able  to  make,  I  can  reckon  no  farther  than  one 
vote  upon  which  you  can  depend ;    but  suppose  you  could  split  the  family 

*  According  to  Charnock's  Biographia  navalis  William  Hervey  was  charged  with  undue  severity  to 
those  under  him,  and  by  a  Court-Martial,  which  sat  at  Spithead  on  Aug.  19,  1742,  sentenced  to  be 
cashiered. — S .  H .  A.  H . 
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interest  yet  farther,  what  coud  that  end  in  but  the  letting  in  of  two  other 
candidates  before  either  of  you,  and  that's  a  consequence  I  am  perswaded 
you  would  hardly  care  to  own.  Had  I  known  any  thing  of  that  new  law 
you  mention,  relating  to  eldership  touching  seats  in  Parliament  as  in  other 
estates  of  inheritance,  I  woud  have  preserved  what  you  unwarrantably 
call  your  birth-right  ;  but  as  I  never  heard  of  any  such,  I  have  ventured  to 
nominate  your  brother  Felton,  &  am  determined  to  stand  by  and  support 
that  nomination,  &  hope  you  will  upon  second  thoughts  acquiesce  in  it,  as 
it  is  the  will  of  your  yet  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

122L        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  7,  1746. 

I  must  desire  dear  Lady  Hervey  woud  do  me  the 
justice  to  remember  that  I  honestly  told  her  the  night  before  our  last  parting 
that  I  hoped  she  woud  not  think  of  giving  herself  the  trouble  of  renewing  a 
correspondence  with  a  man  now  turnd  on  the  wrong  side  of  eighty  one,  who 
in  the  prime  of  his  life  was  never  able  to  carry  on  an  equal  one  with  a 
woman  ot  her  known  genius,  whose  superiority  is  so  strongly  felt  by  mine 
that,  whenever  it  attempts  to  raise  it  self  towards  her  heights,  finds  it 
grovels  instead  of  soaring  with  wings  like  hers.  If  then  after  this  confession 
your  generosity  will  give  farther  credit  to  an  acknowledgd  bankrupt,  every 
loan  you  make  him  more  will  be  receivd  (tho'  it  never  can  be  repaid)  with 
double  thanks  &  gratitude  by  your  constant  admirer,  Bristol. 

1222.        To  my  son  William.  Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  24,  1746. 

I  would  not  have  you  imagine  by  this  reply  that 
I  intend  to  enter  into  a  course  of  altercations  with  my  nursery,  especially 
since  I  find  you  pay  so  little  regard  to  all  the  reasons  I  made  use  of  in  mine 
of  the  20th  ult,  that  instead  of  giving  up  any  point  contested  between  us,  I 
find  you  more  obstinately  resolvd  to  adhere  to  your  own  sense  of  things  by 
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your  last  than  even  by  your  first  letter,  and  therefore  shall  take  m}'  final 
leave  of  corresponding  with  you  when  I  have  told  you  that  if  you  could,  as 
you  pretend  to  say,  prove  that  the  sentence  of  the  Court-martial  was  either 
unjust  or  did  not  regularly  sit  upon  you  according  to  the  known  rules  and 
methods  in  such  proceedings,  I  wonder  those  good  friends  you  speak  of  did 
not  rather  advise  you  to  appeal  from  their  sentence  than  to  acquiesce  so 
long  as  you  have  done  under  it,  when  you  say  too  you  had  it  in  your  power 
to  have  set  it  aside  by  a  petition,  which  all  the  world  wonders  you  did  not 
try,  or  any  other  method  you  could  invent  to  annull,  to  which  I  woud 
cheerfully  have  contributed,  and  woud  still  spend  one  thousand  pounds,  as 
little  as  you  seem  to  think  I  value  you,  to  render  you  again  rectus  in  curia. — 
The  next  point  we  differ  widely  in  is  your  still  persisting  in  the  opinion 
that  the  scheme  you  had  so  far  proceeded  in  before  of  getting  your  self 
chosen  at  Bury  woud  not  have  been  as  injurious  to  my  character,  had  it 
taken  effect,  as  the  most  malicious  enemy  I  ever  had  could  have  invented. — 
The  character  you  give  of  your  self  no  man  ever  thought  more  your  due 
than  my  self  before  I  receivd  your  two  surprizing  letters,  which  as  they 
were  wholly  unprovoked,  so  are  altogether  inexcusable,  and  such  I  must 
ever  deem  them. — Another  wrong  I  must  justly  blame  in  you  is  your  cruel 
and  unnatural  treatment  of  your  brother  Felton,  who  so  little  deserves  any 
of  those  inhumane  stripes  you  have  repeatedly  bestowed  upon  him,  that  in 
pure  justice  to  his  innocence  I  will  deign  to  satisfy  you  that  in  all  his  life  I 
never  heard  him  drop  the  least  remote  hint  to  your  disadvantage;  and  if 
other  reasons  were  not  sufficient  to  justify  my  preference  of  him  on  this 
occasion,  there  is  yet  an  additional  one  which  would  alone  preponderate  in 
his  favour  against  all  others,  and  that  is  he  is  the  only  son  of  all  those  it 
pleased  God  to  give  me,  who  never  yet  had  disobliged  me,  and  therefore  I 
UNASKED  nominated  him,  which  I  hope  by  this  time  will  satisfy  you  (if 
any  thing  I  do  can  please  you)  that  my  choice  of  him  was  far  from  being  a 
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rash  or  HASTY  one. — As  the  next  charge  you  so  piously  endeavour  to  fix 
on  me  of  having  WOUNDED  you  in  any  manner  were  true,  and  which  if 
so  woud  be  as  unnatural  in  me  as  the  case  vice  versa  imports,  I  shall 
condescend  to  set  it  in  its  true  light.  The  sentence  of  the  Court-martial 
having  lain  so  long  unappealei  from  by  you,  however  unjust  you  might 
think  or  know  it  to  be,  yet  as  mankind  has  taken  it  pro  confesso  by  your 
silence,  I  leave  even  you  to  judge  whether  it  woud  have  been  the  part  of  a 
true  friend  to  set  you  up  as  a  fresh  mark  for  malice  or  envy  to  shoot  at. 
There  is  nothing  more  true  in  Scripture  than  Solomon's  aphorism,  that 
faithfull  are  the  WOUNDS  of  a  friend,  but  the  flatterys  of  an  enemy  are 
deceitfuU.  The  first  part  I  have  chosen  (injudiciously  it  seems)  to  act  in 
tenderness  to  you ;  the  other  I  leave  to  those  whom  you  erroneously  stile 
your  friends,  who  otherwise  would  never  have  advised  the  writing  or 
sending  two  such  epistles  as  unexpectedly  came  to  the  hands  of  your 
unhappy  father,  Bristol. 

1223,  To  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Burlington. 

Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  26,  1746. 
Your  Ladyship's  charitable  rememberance  of  an 
useless  tho'  most  faithfull  friend,  after  lidng  so  long  out  of  the  world,  is  a 
pitch  of  goodness  none  but  your  own  noble  nature  could  ever  reach.  The 
present  you  were  so  extreamly  kind  to  think  of  sending  me  by  Lady  Hervey 
may  possibly  fail  in  its  medicinal,  but  I  already  feel  and  ever  must  retain 
the  most  grateful  sense  of  its  cordial  effects,  by  its  having  raisd  &  given 
new  life  to  the  drooping  spirits  of,  Madam,  your  Ladyship's  most  obliged 
and  most  obedient  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1224.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  26.  1746. 

I  have  been  these  ten  days  dying  of  a  cold,  and 
the  first  use  I  shall  make  of  my  returning  health  and  spirits  shall  (as  it 

Vol.  III.         QQ 
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ought)  be  employd  in  paying  a  just  debt  due  to  the  Dutchess  of  Dorset  for 
the  honour  of  her  compliments,  with  the  sincerest  thanks  &  gratitude  for 
the  unexpected  (I  cant  say  wholly  undeservd)  honour  in  barely  remembering 
one  so  many  years  out  of  the  world,  who  never  forgot  her  as  one  cf  the 
cheifest  ornaments  in  it,  whose  excellent  understanding,  rare  beauty  & 
rarer  virtue  made  me  always  think  the  Duke  of  Dorset  must  have  been  the 
chosen  favourite  of  Providence  in  blessing  him  with  the  most  valuable  gift 
it  had  to  bestow. — I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  write  in  so  desponding  a  stile  of 
the  state  of  your  law  suit.  You  may  remember  I  early  prepared  you  to 
arm  your  self  with  patience,  as  many  unforeseen  delays  and  disappointments 
woud  of  course  attend  it.  As  to  ye  expensive  part,  I  desire  you'd  give  your 
self  no  trouble  about  that,  since  whenever  your  own  money  falls  short,  you 
may  make  use  of  mine.  I  cannot,  however,  imagine  how  tis  possible  your 
solicitor  can  have  contrivd  to  make  your  moiety  amount  to  so  exorbitant  a 
sum  as  ^280  before  he  had  brought  your  cause  to  a  hearing,  I  from  the 
beginning  told  you,  you  indulged  Lady  Portsmouth  farther  than  she  coud 
well  expect  in  making  use  implicitly  of  her  solicitor  and  not  of  your  own. 
A  great  deal  depends  on  the  honesty,  diligence,  capacity  and  experience  of 
one,  and  I  wish  yours  may  answer  all  these  requisites. — I  receivd  yesterday 
a  letter,  whereof  the  enclosed  is  a  coppy,  from  a  remote  relation,  who  owes 
me  a  good  turn  and  seems  willing  to  pay  it.  All  the  answer  I  coud  at 
present  give  to  it  was  that  I  woud  acquaint  you  with  it,  and  then  he  shoud 
hear  farther  from  me. — As  the  season  is  approaching  when  the  market  for 
ready  money  will  be  rising,  and  consequently  men  will  be  selling  out  of  ye 
stocks  to  put  out  their  money  to  more  advantage  to  lend  it  for  ye  current 
service  of  the  present  year.  Bank  stock  with  others  will  fall  dayly,  and 
when  you  think  it  will  be  at  the  lowest,  I  woud  have  you  purchase  one 
thousand  pounds  more  with  the  money  in  ray  banker's  hands.  As  this  is 
your  concern  as  well  as  mine,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  the  trouble. — I 
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shall  want  some  clarret  very  soon,  and  if  your  merchant  hath  any  like  that 
you  first  sent  me,  or  any  better,  (for  I  woud  have  none  but  the  very  best,)  I 
desire  he  woud  send  me  a  dozen  bottles  with  the  price  for  a  taste,  and  if  I 
like  one  and  t'other  I  woud  buy  a  quantity.     A  Dieu. 

1225.  To  my  dear  daughter  Smyth. 

Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  28,  1746. 

My  dear  daughter 

I  desire  you'd  let  Sir  Robert  Smyth  know  (with 
my  service)  that  all  the  thanks  that  were  due  for  the  kindness  of  his  and 
your  last  visit  at  Ickworth  were  payable  only  on  my  side,  I  was  very  well 
pleasd  that  your  inclinations  should  so  thoroughly  sympathize  with  mine 
as  to  be  equally  desirous  of  taking  no  leave  at  parting,  for  whatever  modest 
sense  you  may  have  of  your  own  merit,  yet  I  can  with  great  pleasure  own 
to  you,  that  you  are  not  only  capable  of  adding  to  my  happyness,  but  are 
become  by  your  dutifuU  behaviour  and  prudent  conduct  the  just  pride  and 
ornament  of  a  family,  whose  reputation  and  prosperity  in  every  branch  of 
it  was  ever  held  most  dear  by  your  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1226.  To  Mr.  Aston.  Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  3,  1746. 

My  tennant,  Anthony  Alderton  of  Shotteley, 
being  with  me  yesterday  to  pay  his  rent,  after  accounts  were  settled  between 
us,  to  my  very  great  surprize  shewed  me  a  writ  at  your  suit  to  summon  him 
&  his  brother  Tom  to  appear  and  make  answer  to  such  things  as  should  be 
objected  to  them,  etc.  ;  which  made  me  scarce  give  credit  to  my  ears  when 
I  heard  it ;  for  could  I  have  suspected  you  would  have  so  soon  forgot  both 
the  parent  as  well  as  ye  patron,  you  should  never  have  had  it  in  your 
power  to  disturb  and  harrass  two  so  considerable  tennants  as  they  are  (they 
paying  me  no  less  than  two  hundred  &  four  score  pounds  a  year)  without 


3i6  LETTER-BOOKS    OF    JOHN    HERVEY, 

first  acquainting  me  with  your  purpose,  and  asking  at  least  if  I  would  not 
take  upon  my  self  the  trouble  of  hearing  and  determining  all  differences 
between  ye,  a  reference  I  hope  you  coud  make  no  objection  to,  and  I  dare 
say  would  not  be  refused  even  by  them,  which  if  upon  hearing  what  both 
sides  have  to  alledge  I  coud  not  make  m.y  award  to  both  your  satisfactions, 
you  might  in  that  case  have  done  what  you  have  now  so  unadvisedly  begun. 
Wherefore  I  hope  you  will  give  order  imediately  to  stay  any  farther  pro- 
ceedings till  the  expedient  I  hereby  propose  proves  unsatisfactory.  I  could 
enforce  this  argument  with  many  more  reasons  (could  they  be  wanting)  to 
make  you  chuse  this  method  for  your  own  sake,  for  I  coud  point  out  already 
to  you  a  flaw  woud  certainly  make  you  fail  in  the  suit  you  have  begun ,  and 
how  such  a  circumstance  would  affect  your  character  I  shall  leave  you  to 
judge;  wherefore  to  stop  in  time  is  the  best  advice  can  be  given  you  by 
your  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

P.S. — I  make  some  doubt  whether  your  Curate  is  not  an  incendiary  instead 
of  a  peace-maker. 

1227.        To  Mr.  Frederick  Hervey.     Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  13,  1746, 

My  very  hopefuU  Grandson 

As  you  never  yet  made  me  a  visit  but  at  the  same 
time  gave  me  the  pleasure  of  being  a  witness  to  your  constant  improvements, 
you  need  make  no  question  of  my  being  glad  to  see  you  at  every  breaking 
up  of  your  school  ;  and  if  I  cannot  say  the  same  as  to  your  brother  William, 
tis  not  for  want  of  having  an  equal  natural  affection  for  him  ;  but  I  must 
have  you  tell  him  from  me  that,  if  I  do  not  find  him  when  he  comes  down 
with  you  in  a  more  likely  way  of  being  what  I  woud  have  him  than  has 
appeard  for  some  years  past,  it  would  give  me  as  great  a  mortification  as 
it  ought  to  give  him  for  having  lost  so  much  time,  and  unless  he  resolves  to 
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redeem  it  instantly  by  an  unwearyd  application  to  his  studies,  (for  he  wants 
not  natural  talents,  woud  he  make  the  best  of  them,)  I  with  grief  must  tell 
him  I  can  never  hereafter  meet  him  with  the  same  satisfaction  that  you 
have  always  been  receivd  by  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

1228.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  15,  1746. 

My  Lord 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you  find  the  ballance  of 
my  account  with  my  banker  sufficient  to  answer  the  purchase  of  ^1000 
bank  stock,  as  also  the  sum  Lady  Hervey  will  have  occasion  for  at  Ladyday 
next,  together  with  what  will  supply  the  present  call  of  your  law  suit, 
which  I  am  very  well  pleasd  to  furnish,  tho'  I  cannot  say  I  am  altogether 
so  with  Lady  Portsmouth's  lawyers  &  solicitor;  for  if,  as  your  letter  to  Lady 
Hervey  mentions,  the  chief  design  of  your  going  first  into  Chancery  was  to 
oblige  the  adversary  party  to  produce  such  deeds  &  settlements  as  were 
necessary  to  shew  your  title  to  the  estates  in  question,  you  might  have  come 
at  them  for  a  much  less  expence  than  you  have  already  made  ;  and  if  the 
sequel  of  your  suit  be  managed  in  the  same  extravagant  manner  as  in  its 
begining,  all  the  lands  not  comprized  within  the  fines  &  recoverys  will  hardly 
serve  to  indemnify  you.— I  give  you  many  thanks  for  the  trouble  you  have 
given  your  self  in  endeavouring  to  get  me  some  extraordinary  good  claret, 
but  I  cannot  find  the  taste  you  sent  me  at  all  answers  the  (till  now)  unheard 
of  price  of  fifty  one  shillings  per  dozen,*  for  altho'  I  think  it  is  wine,  yet  it 
has  neither  flavour  or  other  excellencies  to  tempt  me  to  buy  a  quantity  of  it, 
and  therefore  desire  you  would  pay  the  merchant  for  it,  and  place  it  to  the 
account  of  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

*  For  Lord  Bristol's  wines  and  tlie  price  he  paid  for  them  see  the  printed  volume  containing  his  Diary 
and  Expenses,  p»  168-180. — SiH.A.H. 
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1229.  To  Sir  Samuel  Prime.  Ickvvorth  Park,  Dec.  24,  1746. 

As  it  is  now  near  three  months  since  I  let  you 
know  that  the  Rectory  of  Wordwell  was  vacant,  and  that  you  woud  acquaint 
your  brother  that  it  was  very  much  at  his  service,  if  he  cared  to  accept  of  it, 
and  having  not  yet  heard  anything  from  you  or  your  brother  concerning  it, 
I  must  desire  you  woud  in  some  reasonable  time  let  me  know  his  answer, 
that  a  lapse  may  be  prevented  by  some  other  person's  being  presented  to  it 
by  your  faithful!  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1230.  To  Mr.  L'Estrange.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  8,  1746/7. 

Upon  the  last  avoidance  of  Wordwell  living,  I 
promisd  to  one  of  the  then  candidates  for  it  that  I  woud  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  providing  for  him  ;  which  being  now  arrived  I  must  make 
good  ;  but  shoud  it  not  be  insisted  on,  I  woud  then  shew  what  due  regard 
would  be  paid  to  the  strong  recommendation  you  have  made  of  Mr. 
Cocksedge  to,  Sir,  your  faithfuU  friend  &  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1231.  To  Sir  Samuel  Prime,  Ickvvorth  Park,  Jan.  g,  1746/7. 

I  am  sorry  I  missed  of  the  favour  you  intended 
me  of  a  visit  yesterday  ;  and  finding  by  the  message  you  sent  me  that  your 
removal  to  London  grows  very  near,  and  having  yet  receivd  no  answer  from 
you  or  your  brother  relating  to  his  acceptance  of  Wordwell  living,  I  desire  you 
would  let  me  know  his  determination  concerning  it,  till  which  it  cannot  be  dis- 
posed of  to  any  other  person  by  your  faithfull  friend  &  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1232.  To  my  Grandson  Captain  Augustus  Hervey. 

Ickworth  Park,  Jan,  12,  1746/7. 
Dear  Augustus 

I  am  very  glad  you  are  at  last  promoted  to  such  a 
post  as  you  desired,  &  in  so  very  honourable  a  way  for  you  as  Admiral 
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Bing's  insisting  on  your  being  his  Captain,  a  strain  of  friendship  unknown 
among  the  moderns,  and  which  I  now  know  you  well  enough  to  assure  my 
self  you  will  never  forget.  If  the  fitting  out  the  Princessa  to  sea  will  afford 
you  time  &  leisure  enough  to  come  hither  to  make  your  mother  &  me  a  visit, 
I  can  only  repeat  what  I  have  often  told  you,  that  you  will  always  be 
welcome  to  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 


1233.         To  Lord  Hervey.  Ick worth  Park,  Jan,  12,  1746/7. 

My  Lord 

I  herewith  send  you  coppies  of  two  papers  sent 
to  me  last  week  by  the  post  ;  the  one  you'l  see  is  the  draft  of  an  epitaph 
kindly  designed  for  your  dear  father's  monument,  the  other  of  an  annony- 
mous  letter  which  accompanied  it.  As  I  know  not  the  author,  I  may  so 
far  freely  criticize  without  offence  as  to  tell  you  Musarum  ocellus  is  what  I 
cant  approve  of,  as  I  do  not  well  understand  the  precise  meaning  of  it,  which 
if  you  do,  I  desire  you  would  inform  me.  However,  this  use  I  am  determind 
to  make  of  the  hint  it  gave  me,  to  set  about  something  imediately  which 
may  show  the  world  and  tell  posterity  what  a  true  value  I  had  for  him,  and 
how  very  much  he  deserved  it.  I  have  desired  Lady  Hervey  to  acquaint 
you  with  my  purpose,  leaving  the  whole  to  her  &  you,  and  taking  the  only 
part  my  great  age  hath  left  me  capable  of  undertaking,  which  is  to  pay  for 
the  whole,  whatever  that  shall  be. — Mr.  Gosling  hath  given  me  an  account 
of  the  thousand  pound  bank  stock  purchased  for  me,  which  I  hope  was  not 
the  occasion  of  your  getting  such  a  cold  as  you  mention  in  your  last,  for 
whatever  price  it  was  bought  at,  if  it  did  you  any  harm  in  your  health,  it 
must  prove  a  very  dear  pennyworth  to  your  most  affectionate  grandfather, 
Bristol. 
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1234.  To  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwich. 

Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  15,  1746/7. 

The  order  of  the  House  of  Lords  signified  to  me 
by  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  24th  of  December  last  being  so  strict  as  to 
set  apart  all  excuses,  made  me  delay  troubling  your  Lordship  till  now, 
hoping  I  might  have  found  my  self  in  a  condition  capable  of  paying  due 
obedience  to  it  by  attending  personally  at  Lord  Lovat's  tryal  on  Wednesday 
next ;  but  finding  time  instead  ol  making  me  stronger  daily  adds  to  my 
weakness,  makes  it  quite  impossible  for  me  to  obey  their  Lordships 
commands,  which  should  otherwise  have  been  punctually  performed  by 
your  Lordship's  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1235.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Feb.  11,  1746/7. 

My  Lord 

Yours  of  the  7th  instant  both  suprized  &  puzzled 
me,  since  it  left  me  at  a  loss  to  know  who  were  the  bearers  of  the  messages 
you  sent  me  an  account  of,  because  by  that  circumstance  I  could  have  made 
a  nearer  guess  by  whose  infusion  they  were  produced  ;  for  I  need  not  tell 
you  such  strong  prejudices  were  laid  in  the  P — s  mind  against  your  dear 
father,  that  nothing  could,  so  soon  at  least,  if  ever,  have  removed  but  the 
serving  some  present  turn  in  the  unhappy  differences  I  find  are  still 
subsisting  in  the  Royal  family  ;  and  as  both  sides  are  bidding  at  auction 
for  buying  members  of  either  House,  your  Lordship  would  never  have  been 
thought  of  but  to  take  you  from  the  other  side,  and  thereby  to  render  you 
incapable  of  being  better  employd  as.  long  as  the  King  lives.  Besides,  as  I 
know  the  P —  has  still  some  in  credit  about  him  who  never  wishd  well  to 
any  of  us,  I  cannot  help  suspecting  that  the  offer  was  made  you  (concluding" 
you  would  not  accept  of  it)  on  purpose  to  disoblige  where  the  refusal  shoud 
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never  be  forgotten.  Such  are  the  friends  and  such  the  terms  you  have  to 
tempt  you  to  treat  with  Courts ;  but  I  thank  God  who  has  given  you  grace 
and  sense  sufficient  to  reject  the  proposal  in  so  handsome  a  manner,  which 
I  entirely  approve  of.  But  if  either  of  us  were  better  inclined  to  be  hired 
by  Courts  than  I  am  glad  to  find  we  are,  yet  all  things  are  at  present  in  so 
confused  and  declining  a  posture,  that  none  but  such  whose  private  affairs 
are  in  as  desperate  a  condition  as  the  publick  ones  woud  meddle  with  them 
upon  any  consideration.  The  principles  you  have  adopted  are  so  truly 
great  and  noble,  that  there  is  nothing  I  woud  not  do  to  support  your  inde- 
pendency in  the  full  exercise  of  them  in  your  own  country,  and  therefore 
woud  never  have  you  mention  your  removal  out  of  it  for  want  of  any 
assistance  the  whole  of  my  estate  can  afford  you,  which,  whenever  wanted, 
you  shall  allways  find  readily  &  cheerfully  supplyd  by  your  most  affec- 
tionate grandfather,  Bristol, 

1236.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Feb,  14,  1746/7. 

Yours  of  the  loth  instant  not  coming  to  my  hands 
till  mine  of  the  i  ith  was  sent  to  the  post,  I  could  not  till  now  let  you   know 
that  since  the  state  of  the  executorship  (which  it  were  to  be  wishd  had  been 
better  considered)  hath  made  it  necessary  to  renew  your  request  of  aug- 
menting your  allowance,  I  am  most  ready  &  willing  to  do  that  or  any  other 
thing   to   preserve  your   independency,    and   with   that  your    honour  and 
reputation,   as  both   those  must  necessarily  be  for  ever   lost,  should  you 
embark,  especially  at  this  time,  in  carrying  on  &  supporting  such  extravagant 
measures  as  can   end   in  nothing  but  shame  to  the  abettors  and  the  final 
destruction  of  this   impoverishd   country  and   its   once  wise  and  free  con- 
stitution.    I  only  desire  you  woud  not  forget  that  by  my  consenting  to  this, 
you'l  find  so  much  less  of  the  capital  than  you  woud  otherways  have  done ; 
and  since  you  rather  chuse  to  have  it  now  than  hereafter,  be  it  so.     What  I 

Vol,  III.  RR 
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did  for  your  father,  who  was  most  ungratefully  discarded  after  having 
sacrificed  his  health,  ease  and  every  thing  else  that  was  valuable  to  the 
service  of  a  Court,  which  must  be  so  served  or  not  be  of  it,  I  had  a  pride  as 
well  as  pleasure  in  letting  his  good  master  and  all  the  world  see  he  shoud 
be  no  looser  by  the  base  treatment  he  met  with  there,  altho'  some  who  you 
may  now  and  then  converse  with  were  far  from  doing  me  justice  even  on 
that  as  well  as  many  other  occasions,  which  I  have  been  so  used  to  as  it 
has  at  length  made  little  or  no  impressions  on  me  ;  my  only  return  for 
which  shall  be  to  pray  that  God  woud  forgive  them  all. 

1237.  To  the  Reverend  Doctor  Denne. 

Ickworth  Park,  March  9,  1746/7. 

Revd.  Sir 

I  have  been  for  a  week  past  attackd  by  a  painful 
&  violent  fit  of  the  gravel,  which  I  thank  God  I  am  at  present  so  well 
recovered  of  as  to  send  you  the  inclosed  draft  on  my  banker  for  the  rent, 
which  ought  to  have  been  paid  at  Christmas  last,  which  I  cannot  say  I  am 
sorry  for  the  omission,  since  it  hath  afforded  me  a  fresh  proof  of  your 
friendship  in  giving  me  credit,  when  I  desird  you  woud  constantly  remind 
me  whenever  due  payment  should  not  be  made  by,  Sir,  your  very  sincere 
friend  and  servant,  Bristol. 

1238.  To  the  Revd.  Mr,  Seller. 

Ickworth  Park,  March  20,  1746/7. 

The  riotous  proceedings  of  the  apprentices  at 
Sleaford  in  taking  &  keeping  possession  of  one  of  the  pews  in  your  Church, 
which  always  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Carrs,  under  whom  I  claim  and 
have  enjoyed  their  estate  near  three  score  years,  and  whenever  I  was  at 
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Sleaford  was  constantly  used  by  my  servants.  I  was  advised  that  the 
readiest  way  to  put  a  stop  to  the  outrages  they  had  committed  woud  be  to 
get  two  Churchwardens  chosen  on  whom  I  might  depend  to  do  me  justice. 
I  thereupon  orderd  my  steward  Read  to  apply  to  you  to  do  me  the  favour 
of  nominating  my  tennant  Mr.  Moore  (being  an  unexceptionable  person)  for 
your  Churchwarden,  to  which  I  receivd  this  answer  by  him,  viz.  that  after 
he  had  mentiond  Mr.  Moore  to  you,  that  you  rejected  him,  without  giving 
any  reason  for  so  doing,  and  upon  his  desiring  to  know  who  you  proposed, 
you  told  him  Mr.  Manby  the  Surgeon  had  asked  it  of  you,  and  that  he 
shoud  be  the  man.  As  I  thought  some  mistake  must  have  happend  to  have 
occasiond  this  (I  must  call  it)  unlookd  for  answer,  I  wrote  again  to  Read  to 
know  if  he  had  not  misunderstood  you  ;  but  it  seems  that  was  so  far  from 
being  the  case  that  he  found  you  still  in  the  same  tone,  and  that  you  told 
him  in  plain  terms  you  woud  not  oblige  me  in  relation  to  your  Churchwarden, 
and  that  you  at  the  same  time  added  that  you  had  more  obligations  to  ye 
parish  than  to  me ;  &  upon  his  telling  you  that  he  believd  I  woud  write  to 
you,  you  said  you  wishd  I  would,  for  that  you'd  give  me  an  answer,  which 
I  shall  expect,  and  then  you  shall  hear  further  from  me.     Bristol. 

1239.        To  Mr.  Knowles.  Ickworth  Park,  March  20,  1746/7- 

I  am  glad  to  find  by  your  letter  that  what  I  am 
doing  for  your  son  has  given  you  so  much  satisfaction.  The  truth  is,  he 
has  nobody  to  thank  for  it  but  his  own  personal  merit  joind  to  the  consid- 
eration of  what  hath  befallen  you  and  yours  by  the  iniquitous  management 
of  the  Mercers  Company,  which  being  now  under  the  examination  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  hope  some  proper  expedient  will  be  found  out  for 
the  releif  of  all  those  who  are  likely  to  become  sufferers  by  them,  among 
whom  you  have  the  sincere  wishes  of  your  assured  friend,  Bristol. 
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1240.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  i,  1747. 

It  having  pleased  God  to  restore  me  once  more 
(he  alone  knows  why)  to  ease  and  health  again  from  a  state  of  pain  & 
desperation,  during  which  the  cheif  consolation  I  was  capable  of  was  that 
you  had  furnishd  me  with  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  demonstrative  proof 
of  my  great  affection  &  esteem  for  you  before  my  then  expected  death,  and 
which  as  long  as  I  may  have  yet  to  live  (which  is  entirely  submitted  to  his 
divine  will]  will  constantly  afford  me  as  much  pleasure  in  reflecting  on  the 
happyness  you  tell  me  it  has  given  you  as  you  could  possibly  feel  in  re- 
ceiving it. — I  can  see  no  such  great  allurements  in  the  Irish  affair  as  should 
tempt  our  Princess  to  accept  of  it  without  greater  settlements  than  I  fear 
so  small  an  estate  can  allow  of. — I  must  give  you  the  trouble  of  settling  my 
annual  account  with  my  bankers  (as  usual)  by  your  signing  their  books,  and 
having  them  sign  the  enclosed  account  to  Lady  day,  1747,  which  you  will 
be  so  good  to  keep  for  me  together  with  their  vouchers  till  we  meet  again. — 
This  being  my  first  essay  since  my  illness,  I  can  go  no  further  now,  tho'  I 
have  more  to  say  to  you. 

124L        To  Miss  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  13,  1747. 

The  affair  you  desire  my  consent  in  I  can  never 
give  untill  I  am  better  informed  of  the  circumstances  of  the  family  you  are 
to  tteat  with,  (of  which  I  have  received  very  different  accounts,)  and  not 
only  so  but  what  proposals  they  make  as  to  a  present  maintenance,  and 
what  jointure  they  oifer  to  settle  on  you.  When  thase  things  can  be  better 
known,  you  may  accordingly  expect  the  consent  or  disapprobation  of  your 
affectionate  grandfather. 

1242.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  18,  1747. 

As  you  seem  to  intimate  that  you  will  not  write 
to  Ireland  till  I  have  sent  you   my  answer,  I  lose  no  time  to  let  you  know 
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that  the  further  this  unlucky  affair  opens  it  self  the  more  I  disapprove  of  it ; 
but  I  fear  tis  too  late  for  any  of  us  to  offer  dissuasives,  where  the  young 
parties  concerned  have  carried  it  too  far  for  the  strongest  that  can  be  made 
use  of  to  break  it  off;    which  if  that  be  the  case,  I  see  no  room  for  any 
farther  advice  that  can  be  given  in  it  by  your  most  affectionate  grandfather. 

1243.        To  Mr.  Seller,  Vicar  of  Sleaford. 

Ickworth  Park,  April  22,  1747. 

I  must  in  the  first  place  desire  you  to  set  forth 
from  any  words  containd  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  March  last  (a  copy 
whereof  I  have  kept)  which  will  justifie  you  in  saying,  as  you  do,  that  I 
censured  you  as  countenancing  the  apprentices  proceedings  ;  which  I  must 
take  the  liberty  to  tell  you  is  so  false  and  groundless  an  interpretation  on 
what  I  said  concerning  your  behaviour  on  that  occasion,  that  I  defie  you  to 
pick  out  the  least  tittle  to  warrant  what  you  so  unjustly  charge  me  with, 
and  so  wide  of  all  truth  that  I  am  now  at  liberty  to  think  all  the  rude  & 
unmannerly  answers  you  gave  to  the  civel  messages  I  sent  you  by  Read  to 
be  true ;  and  if  so,  that  you  are  not  only  very  unlike  the  man  I  took  you  to 
be,  in  whose  favour  I  made  the  living  of  Sleaford  in  some  sort  hereditary 
by  bestowing  it  succesively  on  the  father  and  on  you  the  unworthy  son,  who 
both,  as  I  am  now  forced  to  say,  made  me  very  wrong  &  unexpected  returns 
for  the  favours  I  had  done  them,  favours  which  it  seems  you  now  set  so  very 
low  &  mean  a  value  upon,  (tho'  I  can  prove  them  at  a  moderate  valuation 
worth  above  one  thousand  pounds,)  that  by  your  account  you  scarce  set 
them  on  a  level  with  three  or  four  Easter  offerings  ;  but  I  cannot  say 
whether  I  have  been  more  ungratefully  treated  by  the  son  than  I  was  (I  am 
sorry  to  say  it)  by  the  father. — Before  I  can  conclude  I  must  ask  you,  how 
you  came  to  be  absent  from  your  Church  on  that  very  Sunday  when  the 
disorders  happend  ?   which  to  me  seems  very  odd,  as  it  no  less  doth  where 
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you  shew  your  willingness  to  make  them  all  the  title  in  your  power  by 
terming  it  the  turning  the  apprentices  out  of  THEIR  PEW.  This  being 
the  true  state  of  the  case  between  us,  I  can  think  of  no  better  way  of  making 
you  feel  (if  you  have  any  sensibility  of  ingratitude)  what  unworthy  returns 
I  have  met  with  from  you  both,  which  I  have  just  charity  enough  left  to 
hope  God  will  forgive  you  both.     Bristol. 

1244.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  24,  1747. 

Had  you  taken  as  good  advice  upon  the  execution 
of  your  father's  will  as  the  many  doubts  in  it  will  from  time  to  time  require, 
you  might  have  known  that  you  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  the  legacy  he 
has  given  to  his  daughter  Mary,  which  being  a  reversional  one  not  payable 
till  after  my  death,  into  one  which  shall  take  effect  in  possession,  since 
that  woud  be  held  such  a  male-administration  in  you  as  woud  entitle  the 
other  legatees,  shoud  there  at  any  time  happen  a  deficiency  in  the  assets, 
to  bring  what  in  the  lawyers  jargon  is  called,  a  devastavit  bona  testatores, 
which  woud  expose  both  you,  your  heirs  and  executors  to  many  troublesome 
and  expensive  suits.  I  must  therefore  desire  you  will  not  ask  any  assistance 
from  me  in  an  affair  which  I  from  the  begining  wholly  disliked  in  every 
circumstance  attending  it.  I  coud  add  many  more  reasons,  but  must  forbear 
mentioning  them  out  of  respect  to  my  amanuensis,  but  which  you  shall  not 
fail  of  on  a  more  proper  occasion  from  your  most  affectionate  grandfather, 
Bristol. 

1245.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  May  27,  1747. 

My  nephritic  pains  have  experimentally  taught 
me  the  truth  of  that  text  which  saith,  that  the  affliction  of  an  hour  maketh 
a  man  forget  pleasure  etc.,  or  otherwise  you  should  sooner  have  known  how 
very  great  a  share  of  joy  I  took  in  hearing  of  the  success  of  your  law-suite, 
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which  tho'  the  estate  in  dispute  was  of  great  value,  yet  as  it  gives  us  a  fresh 
mark  of  the  favour  &  bounty  of  Providence  towards  you  &  our  family  by 
coming  into  it  thro'  so  many  signal  incidents,  infinitely  surpasses  all  other 
considerations  attending  it  with  your  old-iashiond  grandfather;  and  I  hope 
may  assure  myself  by  what  I  have  already  observd  in  you,  that  you  will 
make  so  right  an  use  of  it  as  to  set  apart  such  a  portion  thereof  for  the 
support  &  relief  of  the  poor  &  needy  as  will  intail  a  long  &  lasting  settle- 
ment of  the  residue  on  your  heirs  &  our  posterity.  This  is  a  doctrine  I  know 
would  be  smild  at  by  many  of  the  modern  Free-thinkers  as  bordering  upon, 
if  not  downright,  enthusiasm  ;  but  I  trust  in  the  same  good  God  who  hath 
given  you  so  early  &  right  an  understanding  of  all  things,  that  you  will 
think  on  this  &  all  other  subjects  of  this  kind  just  as  I  would  have  you,  and 
then  you  will  of  course  be  as  happy  as  I  in  my  fondest  wishes  for  you  could 
ever  reach. 

1246.         To  Mrs.  (Tom)  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  June  4,  1747. 

Tho'  I  have  already  lent  my  house  in  Bury  to  m}' 
son  Felton,  who  is  with  my  approbation  going  to  reside  there  for  some  time 
with  his  wife  &  family,  yet  as  I  shoud  be  very  sorry  you  were  to  suffer  any 
misery*  I  could  be  the  means  of  your  avoiding,  if  the  few  days  for  which  you 
want  my  house  will  accomodate  you  whilest  Felton  is  here,  it  shall  be  at 
your  service,  expecting  nevertheless  that  your  husband  will  make  a  better 
use  of  it  than  he  did  the  last  time  he  was  there,  &  that  his  present  business 
is  not  of  the  same  nature,  otherwise  I  must  have  had  the  pain  of  giving  an 
absolute  denial  to  your  request  upon  this  occasion,  who  am  upon  all  others. 
Madam,  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 


*  Marginal  note  says,  Her  own  word.— S.H.A.H. 
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1247-        To  my  Son  Thomas.  Ickworth  Park,  June  6,  1747. 

As  it  is  impossible  lor  me  to  suppose  after  the 
letter  I  received  from  you  last  night  that  you  can  have  been  acquainted  with 
the  contents  of  two  I  wrote  to  your  brother  Will,  one  in  October  and  the 
other  in  November  last,  I  need  only  in  answer  to  yours  repeat  the  purport  of 
those,  which  was  to  let  him  know  that  I  was  peremptorily  determind  to  give 
my  son  Felton  all  my  interest  at  Bury,  and  take  all  such  steps  as  might 
support  it  in  his  favour,  and  have  long  since  by  him  made  known  this  my 
resolution  to  my  friends  in  the  Corporation,  whose  particular  attachment  to 
you,  which  you  so  much  boast  of,  I  am  much  better  informd  of  than  you 
your  self  seem  to  be  ;  and  how  you  could  vainly  hope  for  more  than  the 
very  small  share  I  know  you  have  of  their  favour  after  having  so  long 
neglected  them  in  the  most  shamefull  manner  you  have  done,  both  before,  at 
and  after  your  last  election,  is  to  me  astonishing  ;  nor  do  I  believe  out  of 
your  many  friends  you  coud  have  made  three  votes,  tho'  you  had  not  declared 
to  some  of  the  Corporation  as  well  as  to  many  other  people  that  you  did  not 
intend  to  stand  at  the  next  Election,  &  was  only  prevented  from  making  this 
resolution  known  because  you  had  been  desird  to  do  so  by  some  of  your 
friends,  who  thought  so  early  a  declaration  might  increase  the  number  of 
the  candidates  to  fill  up  the  vacancy.  But  since  I  find  your  present  call  to 
Bury  (which  I  was  unwilling  to  believe  you  would  have  added  to  all  the  rest 
till  confirmd  by  your  self)  is  to  oppose  me  in  the  irrevocable  resolution  I 
have  taken  to  have  Felton  chose  there,  I  desire  you  will  not  think  of  making 
use  of  any  part  of  my  house,  which  might  possibly  give  some  colour  to  that 
monstrous  scheme  of  a  nutrality  so  indecently  proposed  by  you  after  what 
has  passd,  &  which  for  your  sake  as  well  as  for  my  own  I  wish  may  never  be 
known. — I  have  thought  fit  to  communicate  to  your  brother  Felton  the 
information  you  have  received  concerning  his  application  to  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  &c  Mr.  Pelham  for  their  interest  at  Bury,  and  he  has  assured  me 


FIRST     EARL    OF     BRISTOL.  329 

upon  his  honour  that  you  have  been  very  ill  grounded  in  the  inference  you 
have  drawn  from  thence,  since  upon  no  occasion  whatever  did  he  ever 
mention  his  election  to  either  of  them,  &  could  I  not  depend  upon  his 
truth,  I  should  have  just  reason  to  have  resented  his  taking  such  a  step, 
as  it  would  have  been  without  my  previous  knowledge  of  or  consent  to  it. 
Bristol. 

124s.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  June  9,  1747. 

The  surprizing  suddeness  of  the  resolution  taken 
for  dissolving  this  present  loyal  and  liberal  Parliament  so  much  astonished 
me,  that  I  could  not  make  any  answer  to  yours  of  the  30th  ult.  till  I  had 
tiirnd  it  over  in  my  thoughts  in  every  light  it  could  appear ;  and  not  being 
able  to  assign  any  good  or  national  motive  for  it,  have  resolvd  not  to  meddle 
with  our  county  Election,  especially  as  the  gentleman  proposd  happens  to 
be  so  great  a  stranger  to  me,  that  I  never  saw  him  or  ever  heard  his  name 
till  lately ;  and  altho'  I  can  depend  upon  the  character  you  give  of  him,  & 
would  willingly  oblige  you  upon  most  occasions,  this  being  one  of  them 
wherein  I  cannot  answer  it  to  my  self  to  lend  him  that  little  interest  I  have 
without  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  his  personal  qualifications  at  this 
very  critical  juncture,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  my  nutrality  in  this  instance 
(all  things  considerd)  unreasonable,  having  already  done  more  than  could 
be  well  expected  from  me  in  having  recommended  and  promised  to  support 
your  uncle  Felton's  election  at  Bury,  who  being  a  known  courtier  sets  not 
quite  so  easy  on  my  mind  as  to  multiply  more  instances  of  that  kind. — I 
remember  in  one  of  your  former  letters  you  mentiond  something  of  a  system, 
which  tho'  not  quite  so  well  as  one  could  wish  it  in  several  of  its  lesser 
wheels  of  motion,  yet  as  its  main  springs,  you  said,  must  be  strengthend 
&  supported  etc.,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  shew  me  any  one  of  the 
present  scliemes  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  farther  pursued  without 

Vol.  III.  SS 
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exposing  the  whole  to  irretrieveable  poverty  and  the  utter  loss  of  liberty, 
consequences  which  I  hope  will  never  meet  with  your  helps  in  any  kind  to 
bring  upon  our  unhappy  country,  and  with  it  the  curses  and  execrations  of 
an  impoverishd  &  enslaved  posterity.  Tacitus  surely  prophesyd  of  our 
times  when  he  said,  Britania  servitutem  suam  quotidie  emit,  quotidie  poscit. 

1249.  To  Sir  Samuel  Prime.  Ickworth  Park,  June  17,  1747. 

As  my  son  Tom  is  at  last  come  down  to  Bury 
contrary  to  my  advice  and  his  duty,  and  is  avowedly  making  interest  in 
direct  opposition  to  his  brother  Felton,  whom  he  knew  I  had  put  in  nomi- 
nation, (since  the  gentlemen  of  the  Corporation  declined  naming  any  of 
my  sons,  as  I  had  long  desird  them,  to  be  a  candidate  at  their  next 
election,)  and  knowing  of  what  great  use  and  weight  your  presence  woud 
be  of  towards  supporting  him  in  his  pretensions,  if  you  woud  not  think  it 
too  unreasonable  a  request,  (which  nothing  but  my  constant  friendship  for 
you  can  warrant,)  I  should  take  it  as  a  very  great  favour  if  you  coud 
contrive  your  affairs  so  as  to  be  at  Bury  at  the  time  of  their  choice. 
Nothing  coud  have  brought  my  son  Felton  into  any  danger  but  the 
artificial  scheme  of  splitting  my  family  interest,  as  this  unnatural  strife  will 
do  between  my  two  sons  ;  but  as  I  have  made  it  no  secret  that  I  shall  look 
upon  those  as  no  true  friends  of  mine  who  are  for  fomenting  such  an 
undutiful  undertaking  against  me,  so  I  hope  those  who  are  my  real  friends 
will  see  thro'  the  fallacy  of  their  not  being  fast  friends  to  me,  who  under 
colour  of  my  name  would  be  thought  not  to  act  against  me,  whilst  they  are 
at  the  same  time  undermining  the  fixd  purpose  of,  Sir,  your  most  faithful 
friend  &  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1250,  To  Mr.  Fitz  Gerald.  Ickworth,  June  20,  1747. 

I  am  favourd  with  yours  of  the  9th  inst,  which 
did  not  come  to  my  hands  till  ten  days  after  date,  otherwise  I  should  have 
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thankd  you  sooner  for  it.  I  always  had  so  good  an  opinion  of  my  grand- 
daughter's understanding,  as  to  make  me  conclude  it  must  have  been  a 
very  uncommon  stock  of  merit,  that  could  so  soon  &  so  far  captivate  it  as 
to  become  your  wife  without  the  privity  or  consent  of  an)^  of  her  parents 
first  obtaind  ;  but  after  the  character  I  have  had  of  you  from  good  & 
impartial  judges,  and  the  powerfull  professions  you  must  have  made  use  of 
to  her,  together  with  your  solemn  confirmation  of  them  to  me,  I  the  less 
wonder  she  shoud  be  afraid  of  any  accidents  intervening  to  disappoint  your 
coming  together ;  but  as  you  are  now  so,  that  your  mutual  loves  may  be  as 
lasting  as  strong,  is  a  blessing  sincerely  wishd  you  by,  Sir,  your  humble 
servant,  Bristol, 

1251.        To  Sir  Cordel  Firebrass. 

Ickworth  Park,  June  20,  1747. 

I  had  yesterday  morning  the  favour  of  a  visit 
from  Mr.  Afflick  &  his  son  to  acquaint  me  (as  your  letter  soon  afterwards 
did)  with  the  resolution  taken  at  Stowmarket  to  nominate  you  with  Mr. 
Afflick  junr  to  be  representatives  for  our  County  in  the  ensuing  Parliament ; 
to  which  my  answer  now  must  be  that,  having  been  first  applyd  to  sometime 
since  by  Mr.  Crowley,  &  afterwards  by  Mr.  Crofts  on  the  same  occasion, 
(having  heard  nothing  from  you  or  Mr.  Affiick,)  I  told  them  that  I  resolved, 
being  grown  very  old,  not  to  concern  my  self  with  taking  any  part  in  the 
present  embroild  condition  of  our  affairs  ;  which  as  it  will  be  construed  as 
a  nutrality  in  me,  I  think  my  self  not  at  liberty  in  any  manner  to  violate; 
otherwise  the  truly  noble  principles  laid  down  in  yours,  and  which  I  early 
in  life  adopted,  &,  as  1  hope,  have  ever  since  been  uniformly  practised  by 
me,  shoud  not  at  this  or  any  other  time  have  wanted  all  the  assistance  and 
support  within  the  power  of,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 
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1252.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  June  22,  1747. 

I  have  been  too  long  and  too  well  acquainted 
with  your  right  behaviour  towards  me  on  all  former  occasions  to  suflfer  the 
senseless  lye  lately  coind  at  Bury  to  make  any  the  least  impression  on  me 
to  your  disadvantage.  What  use  the  enemys  of  our  family  coud  propose  to 
make  of  it  I  cannot  imagine,  unless  it  be  to  shew  the  world  that  we  are  in 
a  reigning  fashion,  which  I  am  sorry  to  own  is  so  justly  chargeable  upon 
us. — You  say  most  people  approve  of  the  dissolution  of  the  last  Parliament ; 
surely  if  that  was  not  loyal  &  liberal  enough,  so  much  is  to  be  askd  of  a 
new  one  as  will  make  people  regret  (if  they  grant  it]  the  death  of  the  old 
one,  which  I  thought  was  hardly  possible. — -The  contention  at  Bury  being  as 
unnatural  as  that  of  the  late  rebellion,  I  shall  not  give  you  the  uneasiness 
of  expatiating  upon  so  very  disagreeable  a  subject. — Was  his  Grace  of 
Grafton  so  hard  put  to  it  that  he  could  not  find  a  more  proper  collegue  than 
Mr.  C —  to  join  with  Mr.  Crowley,  of  whom  I  have  heard  all  the  Whiggs 
enveigh  as  much  against  as  they  possibly  can  to  the  disadvantage  of  Sir 
Cordell  Firebrace  and  Mr.  Affleck.  Doth  a  man's  once  declaring  himself 
for  the  Court  do  as  our  laws  say  by  the  Crown,  that  it  purgeth  away  all 
defects  ?  If  so  he  deserves  no  better  than  he  desires. — -I  am  glad  to  hear 
you  think  of  coming  hither,  for  I  have  so  many  more  things  to  say  to  you 
than  is  proper  by  this  conveyance,  that  I  will  respite  the  rest  till  we  meet, 
till  when  adieu.     Bristol. 

1253.  To  the  Rev.  D.  Williams.  Ickworth,  June  22,  1747. 

Altho'  nutralitys  have  generally  passd  under  no 
very  advantagious  characters,  yet  I  had  rather  venture  my  conduct  shoud 
bear  any  such  censure  on  the  present  occasion  than  take  any  part  at  present, 
where  I  must  own  the  sudden  surprising  measure  of  dissolving  the  late  very 
loyal  &  liberal  Parliament  creates  a  just  jealousy  that  the  true  motives  to  it 
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coud  not  be  intirely  English.  I  therefore  am  determind  to  sit  still,  leaving 
all  my  friends,  as  I  ought  to  do  you,  (thanking  you  nevertheless  for  your 
kind  civility,]  at  full  liberty  to  follow  their  own  inclinations,  being,  Sir, 
your  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1254.  To  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  Ickworth  Park,  June  23,  1747. 

There  being  now  an  opposition  at  Bury  ^s  un- 
natural as  the  late  rebellion  it  self,  and  my  family  friends  being  thereby 
unhappily  divided  by  the  undutiful  obstinacy  of  my  son  Tom's  offering 
himself  again  in  despite  of  me  and  my  nomination  of  his  brother  Felton  to 
serve  a  body  of  men,  whom  he  had  for  six  years  past  so  shamefully  neglected 
(of  which  they  had  all  often  complained)  as  never  to  come  near  them  either 
before,  at  or  after  his  last  election,  even  to  thank  or  correspond  with  them 
in  any  manner,  and  finding  by  fast  friends  there  that  Mr.  Harrison,  to 
whom  your  Lordship  at  his  being  taken  into  the  Corporation  stood  a  sort  of 
godfather,  wants  your  Lordship's  advice  &  influence  to  settle  him  on  your 
pupil  my  son  Felton's  side,  this  therefore  comes  to  ask  that  favour  of  you, 
which,  if  granted,  shall  always  be  rememberd  among  those  many  acts  of 
friendship  you  have  formerly  shewn  to,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  faithfuU 
friend  &  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — Mr.    Pitchess   I   am   told    hath   great   influence   over  his   brother 
Harrison,  if  your  Lordship  would  please  to  desire  him  to  make  use  of  it. 

1255.  To  Lord  Hervey,  Ickworth  Park,  July  i,  1747. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  by  yours  of  the  25th  ult. 
that  we  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here  so  soon  as  next  week. 
If  you  had  a  mind  to  have  your  cause  come  on  Saturday  next,  Lord 
Chancellor  would  call  for  it  on  seeing  Lady  Portsmouth  or  your  Lordship 
in  court.-— Our  county  candidates  are  reduced  at  last  to  two,  to  Sir  Cordell 
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Firebrace  &  Mr.  Afflick,  Mr.  Crowley  &  Mr.  Crofts  having  declind  standing 
upon  some  misunderstanding  arising  between  them  at  Euston  ;  the  con- 
sequence whereof  hath  been  that  the  Duke  of  Grafton  in  resentment  of  Mr. 
Crofts's  behaviour  has  been  so  far  piqud  as  to  have  been  twice  at  Bury  in 
order  to  get  his  son-in-law  Lord  Petersham  chosen  at  Bury  to  the  exclusion 
of  Mr.  Crofts,  which  hath  so  irritated  Mr.  Crofts  that  he  hath  thrown  up  all 
his  pretentions  to  that  burrough  also.  These,  tho'  very  surprizing  &  almost 
incredible  phaenomina,  you  may  depend  on  as  most  certain  truths. — I  have 
written  to  my  steward  in  Lincolnshire  to  give  Mr.  Vyner,  whose  conduct  in 
Parliament  hath  been  steady  &  uniform  in  the  poor  people's  interest,  all  the 
assistance  in  my  power ;  but  Mr.  Whichcot  not  having  answerd  the  same 
character,  I  must  beg  to  be  excused.  Transfugae  nomen  execrabile  veteribus 
sociis,  novis  suspectum  esse  ;  as  on  the  complexion  of  these  general  elections 
will  depend  the  fate  of  Britain,  which  I  take  to  be  in  a  much  more  declining 
dangerous  condition  than  ever  was  known  by  your  desponding  grand-father, 
Bristol. 

1256.        To  my  son  Feiton.  Ickworth  Park,  July  2,  1747. 

So  long  as  Bury  continued  a  chast  &  constant 
mistress  I  loved  &  valued  her ;  but  since  she  is  grown  so  lewd  a  prostitute 
as  to  be  woed  &  won  by  a  man  she  never  saw  or  heard  of,  let  who  will  take 
her  after  you.  I  think  my  friends,  either  on  your  or  your  brother's  side, 
were  very  much  to  blame,  that  when  Mr.  Crofts  had  thrown  up  his  preten- 
tions to  the  town  as  well  as  County,  that  no  one  of  either  side  should  take 
that  opportunity  to  make  so  healing  a  motion  as  to  propose  the  two  brothers 
instead  of  bringing  in  an  utter  stranger.  You  seem  to  me  not  to  be  enough 
aware  of  what  I  mentiond  in  my  last  as  to  seven  of  your  sixteen  being  in- 
capacitated to  act  by  the  same  clause  in  the  Charter  which  operated  upon 
Scotchmere  &  others ;  for  if  it  be  so,  tis  plain  your  brother  Tom  will  have 
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ten  &  you  but  nine  votes,  and  so  we  shall  be  out  jockyd  after  all  in  this  as 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  our  Bury  affairs. — I  have  sent  you  another  whole 
buck,  but  pray  take  care  you  do  nothing  to  come  within  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment against  treating  etc. — I  find  but  one  word  wants  any  alteration,  which 
is  to  insert  antient  instead  of  old  burrough  in  your  intended  speech.  But 
are  we  not  dividing  the  bears'  skinn  before  he  is  taken  ?  My  coach  shall 
attend  you  on  Sunday,  if  you  can  get  no  post-chaise  to  carry  you  to  Euston. 
Am  I  not  to  see  you  an  hour  or  two  before  that  time  ? 

1257*        To  Mrs.  Anne  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  July  5,  1747. 

I  cannot  recollect  that  any  part  of  my  behaviour 
towards  you  last  year  ought  by  any  fair  construction  to  have  given  you  the 
least  reason  to  suspect  that  I  shoud  not  have  been  glad  to  see  you  ;  and 
even  now,  notwithstanding  all  the  additional  unhappy  variances  which  have 
since  happend,  I  am  willing  to  conclude  you  had  no  share  in  farther  than 
the  relation  of  a  wife  in  duty  bound  you  to,  so  that  as  I  am  not  able  to  wait 
on  you,  I  shall  still  be  glad  to  see  you,  whenever  you  will  give  yourself  the 
trouble  of  a  visit  to,  Madam,  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1258.        To  Major  Boggust.  Ickworth  Park,  July  5,  1747. 

I  am,  as  I  ought,  very  thankfuU  to  you  for  the 
friendly  communication  of  your  letter,  which  gives  a  much  clearer  and 
better  account  of  the  late  action  at  Laffeld  than  an}''  which  have  yet  been 
made  publick.  What  pity  tis  that  such  brave  &  gallant  men  who  so  nobly 
bore  the  heat  and  brunt  of  the  battle  were  not  better  seconded,  a  circumstance 
that  afford  but  a  melancholly  prospect  of  the  warr  we  are  unhappyly  engaged 
in  on  the  continent.  Should  it  please  Heaven  to  bless  us  hereafter  with  any 
signal  success,  they  shall  not  fail  in  return  to  be  imparted  to  you  by,  Sir, 
your  faithful  humble  servant,  Bristol. 
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1259.  To  Mrs.  Masculine.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  27,  1747. 

It  was  but  yesterday  I  learnd  by  Lady  Hervey 
that  it  is  to  you  I  stand  obliged  for  the  agreeable  poem  left  by  one  unknown 
some  time  since  at  my  house  in  Bury,  which  well  deservd  &  shoud  have 
receivd  my  earlier  acknowledgements  for  it,  a  work  which  nothing  less  than 
the  agency  of  a  spirit  nearly  akin  to  divine  could  possibly  have  produced 
so  specious  a  something  out  of  nothing.  If  I  might  arrogate  any  part  of 
those  many  undeservd  good  qualities  you  ascribe  to  me,  it  must  be  limited 
to  the  natural  gift  of  a  distinguishing  ear  in  sounds,  which  helpd  me  to 
the  pleasure  of  tasting  the  harmony  of  your  numbers,  which  I  wish  I  coud 
return  in  specie;  but  as  those  are  heights  I  could  never  reach  in  my  best 
days,  I  must  content  my  self  with  assuring  you  in  plain  &  humble  prose 
that  the  kind  mistakes  your  friendly  partiality  hath  led  you  into  con- 
cerning me  will  ever  be  rememberd  upon  all  occasions  with  due  gratitude 
by,  Madam,  your  most  obliged  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S.     I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  present  my  compliments  to  Lady  Folkes, 
to  whose  favourable  opinion  of  me  I  must  impute  your  own. 

1260.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  30,  1747. 

The  repeated  accounts  which  I  receivd  of  your 
late  disorder,  added  to  my  own,  brought  upon  me  such  a  total  depression  of 
spirits  as  renderd  me  incapable  of  writing  or  thinking  of  any  thing  till  now 
that  Lady  Hervey  read  to  me  your  last  letter,  wherein  you  assure  her  that 
Tarr  water  hath  set  you  quite  right  again,  for  which  I  thank  God  most 
sincerely,  &  will  give  it  my  good  word  for  the  future,  altho'  I  shoud  have 
thought  it  too  hot  &  heavy  a  medicine  for  one  accustomed  to  drink  nothing 
but  water,  as  you  have  done  from  your  childhood.  O !  what  mellancholy 
scenes  represent  themselves  to  my  imagination  whenever  the  least  indis- 
positions overtake  you  ;   be  therefore  careful!  for  both  our  sakes,  extreamly 
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carefull  of  your  health,  whereon  the  prosperity  of  our  whole  family  so 
entirely  depends. — The  interogatories  in  yours  of  the  19th  instant,  with 
the  gratefull  answers  by  you  given  to  them,  together  with  what  you  say  of 
your  own  happyness,  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  as  it  shews  me  what- 
ever I  have  done  for  you  has  been  bestowd  on  a  most  deserving  object. — 
The  kind  &  frequent  enquirys  which  you  tell  me  the  Dutchess  of  Dorset 
made  after  me  in  my  late  dangerous  illness,  I  believe  gave  the  critical  turn 
to  my  distemper,  for  I  have  felt  my  self  daily  better  ever  since  I  heard  of 
that  cordial  restorative,  for  which  I  desire  you  woud  make  her  Grace  my 
best  acknowledgements. — I  approve  of  what  you  have  done  as  to  the  ;^  500 
bank  stock,  since  it  coud  not  be  purchased  in  due  time,  as  well  as  because 
my  finances  I  find  coud  not  furnish  at  present  wherewithall  to  buy  both 
that  &  pay  you  your  quarterly  allowance  also,  which  I  woud  never  have  you 
fail  of.  But  tis  fit  you  shoud  know  the  true  reason  of  my  returns  falling  so 
short  out  of  Lincolnshire  proceeds  from  the  distemper  among  the  horned 
cattle,  which  rages  to  such  a  degree  as  to  have  intirely  ruined  several  of 
my  tennants  in  that  country,  some  of  them  having  lost  one  hundred  beasts 
who  had  no  more,  &  many  others  of  them  proportionably,  the  whole  number 
which  have  died  in  that  county  already  amounting  to  upwards  of  thirty 
thousand.  These  being  calamities  which  not  only  require  the  forbearance 
but  the  charitable  assistance  of  every  landlord,  I  cannot  be  behindhand 
with  any  in  commiserating  &  helping  them  in  their  unavoidable  necessities, 
&  must  therefore  for  the  future  order  my  affairs  accordingly. — When  is  it 
that  our  prodigal,  thoughtless,  unmercifull  tax-masters  intend  to  take  & 
execute  the  same  resolution  ? 

1261.        To  Lady  Playters  at  Ellon  Green  near  Beccles. 

Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  13,  1747. 
I  know  not  whether  the  late  Mr.  Collet  acquainted 
your  Ladyship,  as  I  often  desired  him  to  do,  that  I  shoud  not  be  willing  to 

Vol.  III.         XT 
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pay  interest  for  the ^ 862. .i 6.. i of  any  longer  in  my  own  wrong  after  having 
done  so  ever  since  the  death  of  Lady  Effingham  in  1726,  which  is  what  no 
man  but  my  self  woud  have  done ;  but  as  I  am  informd  that  your  Lady- 
ship's circumstances  are  such  as  that  a  sum  near  that  value  may  be  necessary 
to  make  you  easy,  I  shall  be  content  to  make  you  an  allowance  of  thirty 
five  pounds  per  annum  upon  your  quitting  claim  for  your  self,  your  heirs  & 
executors  to  the  payment  of  ^34..io..i  as  due  on  account  of  the  sum  of  the 
said  ^862.. 16. .lof.  If  you  are  pleased  to  accept  of  this  as  a  gratuity,  or  to 
try  if  you  have  any  right  by  law  to  it,  I  shall  willingly  abide  the  issue.  I 
shall  wait  your  answer  to,  Madam^  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1262.  To  Lady  Playters.  Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  29,  1747. 

I  have  for  some  time  been  &  still  am  in  so  very 
ill  a  state  of  health  as  to  be  more  likely  to  die  than  live,  consequently  very 
unfit  to  write  on  any  business  ;  but  since  your  Ladyship's  letter  hath  made 
it  necessary  to  give  an  answer  to  it,  it  is  as  follows  : — that  as  you  have 
thought  fit  to  make  so  unexpected  a  return  to  the  kind  offer  I  once  made 
you,  (which  I  hereby  revoke,)  &  to  make  use  of  former  favours  to  strengthen 
your  pretensions  to  the  matter  in  question,  I  am  peremptorily  determind  to 
make  no  more  payments  untill  you  can  make  out  the  right  you  so  often 
mention  to,  Madam,  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1263.  To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickw^orth  Park,  Nov.  14,  1747. 

So  disinterested  a  generosity  as  your  Ladyship 
has  all  along  shewn  ever  since  our  correspondence  first  began  to  trust  still 
on  where  you  must  have  known  there  was  little  or  nothing  left  to  repay  you^ 
makes  it,  nevertheless,  necessary  for  me  to  acknowledge  the  increasing  debt 
&  my  own  insolvency.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  by  your  letter  of  the  7th' 
instant  that  you  &  your  daughters  had  passd  your  journey  safe  to  London, 
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attended  with  two  such  remarkable  fine  days  as  were  never  known  so  late 
in  the  year  in  our  Northern  climate,  and  coud  not  possibly  be  surpassd  by 
any  in  the  South  of  France.  May  you  &  yours  be  ever  favourd  in  all 
things  by  the  same  good  Providence,  is  &  ever  shall  be  one  of  the  petitions 
constantly  put  up  to  Heaven  by  your  most  affectionate  friend  &  faithfull 
servant,    Bristol. 

Nothing  less  than  your  continual  attention  to  please  and  oblige  all  those 
who  have  the  happyness  to  know  you  could  possibly  remind  you  of  the 
Naples  biscuits,  which  lam  much  obligd  to  you  for. 

1264.        To  Mr.  Thomas  Cook  at  Staples  Inn. 

Ickworth,  Nov.  28,  1747. 

I  am  not  a  little  surprized  that  after  I  had  told 
young  Mr.  Collet,  who  is  agent  for  Lady  Playters  in  this  country,  that  I 
could  not  agree  to  the  taking  of  the  Attorney  General's  opinion  for  us  both 
upon  the  case,  as  he  lately  proposd  to  me  here,  that  I  shoud  find  the  very 
same  thing  repeated  (as  you  say)  by  Lady  Playters  her  order,  which  since 
you  have  undertaken  to  do,  I  find  my  self  obliged  to  tell  you  that  either  you 
know  very  little  of  the  case  or  have  purposely  omitted  the  main  strength  of 
mine,  in  not  inserting  the  most  material  circumstance,  which  is  that  Lady 
Effingham  at  her  death  owed  ^3100  secured  upon  her  estate  at  Rushmere, 
which  I  have  since  paid  off,  as  she  left  the  said  estate  to  my  late  wife  as  her 
heir  at  law.  The  short  &  true  state  of  the  question  therefore  is,  whether 
the  personal  estate  she  left  ought  not  in  the  first  place  to  have  gone  as  far 
as  it  would  extend  to  exonerate  the  land,  especially  as  the  bequests  to  Lady 
Bristol  &  Lady  Playters  are  not  mentiond  or  payable  till  after  all  her  debts, 
legacys  etc  shall  be  first  dischargd.  Now  whether  the  said  ^3100  can  be 
construed  to  be  no  part  of  Lady  Effingham's  debt  at  the  time  of  her  death 
is  a  point  I  have  long  thought  of  no  difficult  discussion,  and  shall  be  ready 
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to  have  it  argued  by  my  counsel  against  whomsoever  Lady  Playters  shall 
appoint  for  hers  ;  and  this  method  I  have  been  the  more  inclined  to  pursue, 
as  Mr.  Collet  told  me  twas  all  Lady  Playters  coud  ask  of  me,  as  it  woud 
excuse  her  from  the  trouble  &  expence  of  a  law-suit.  Yours  unknown, 
Bristol. 

1265.        To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  5,  1747. 

The  long  expected  day  for  your  return  being  now 
past  [as  I  ever  feard  it  would)  without  restoring  you  to  us  again  at  Ickworth, 
and  finding  your  further  stay  at  London  adjournd  sine  die,  I  must  refer  it  to 
your  known  attention  &  ability  to  please  &  make  us  happy  once  again  by 
your  return,  which  you'd  not  lose  one  moment  in  delaying,  could  you  know 
how  much  your  absence  hence  never  fails  to  shift  our  scene ;  but  should  this 
fail,  I  find  my  self  beholden  to  my  own  stupidity  for  a  derniere  resource 
which  cannot  miss  ol  its  desired  effect,  being  resolved  to  pester  you  so 
intolerably  every  post  with  my  letters  as  shall  oblige  you  for  your  own  quiet 
to  put  your  self  out  of  the  possibility  of  being  long  troubled  with  them ; 
and  if  this  proves  ineffectual  also,  I  must  sit  down  in  despair  knowing  of 
nothing  beside  it  near  so  formidable.  As  to  my  ladys  (as  you  are  pleased 
to  call  them),  I  beg  your  Ladyship  would  assure  them  I  have  the  utmost 
tespect  for  them  all,  mixd  with  so  strong  a  reverence  (if  nought  else  hinderd) 
as  woud  prevent  my  reaping  any  benefit  by  their  indiscretion  ;  therefore 
must  resolve  to  let  my  tied-wig  &  its  temple  curls  lye  quiet,  and  with  its 
Wearer  endeavour  to  gather  more  strength  before  he  can  think  of  venturing 
on  a  journey  towards  them. — Your  Ladyship  sure  could  not  be  in  earnest 
when  you  referrd  me  to  my  son  Felton  as  one  of  a  better  capacity  to  under- 
stand or  relate  any  thing  equal  to  your  self;  and  as  to  his  scituation 
furnishing  him  with  better  information  than  your  own,  if  he  knows  much 
he  communicates  but  little  of  it  to  me,  having  never  heard  but  once  from 
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him  since  we  parted. — The  two  brothers  taking  their  shoulders  from  the 
ardua  regni,  which  requires  more  strength  to  support  than  is  now  well 
known  they  have  in  them,  to  appear  in  ye  manner  they  did  at  Seaford  to 
secure  a  single  election,  could  not  be  more  ridiculous  than  what  has  happend 
to  poor  Lord  G.  in  his  honest  endeavours  to  vacate  it. — Until!  your  Ladyship 
hath  read  over  Milton,  Harrington,  Algernoon  Sidney,  Lock,  Trenchard, 
Bibliotheca  Politica  and  such  substantial  Whig  authors,  you  know  I  have 
promised  you  never  to  enter  upon  political  subjects,  neither  by  writing  or 
conversation,  otherwise  I  could  &  would  say  much  in  vindication  of  the 
Dutch  Common-wealths-men  at  Amsterdam  ;  but  as  this  letter  is  much  too 
long  already,  I  must  conclude  with  assuring  you  how  much  I  am  your  most 
faithfull  iriend  and  affectionate  servant,  Bristol, 

1266*        To  Mr,  Felton  Hervey.  Ick worth  Park,  Dec.  12,  1747. 

I  am  in  your  debt  for  three  of  your  letters  (which 
are  allways  welcome  to  me)  since  we  parted,  but  as  the  dayly  decay  of  my 
intellects  (a  confession  seldom  made  by  a  father  to  a  son)  grow  as  fast  upon 
me  as  the  defects  of  sight,  makes   the  inditing  as   difficult  to  me  as  the 
writing  of  a  letter ;    you  must  therefore  not  expect   many  more  from  me, 
unless  it  be  to  answer  any  particulars  in  yours  that  may  require  one.^ — The 
wretched  melancholy  state  of  our  taxes  &  expences,  which  you  describe  in 
your  last,  are  become  so  desperate  that  I  wonder  not  those,  if  any,  who  are 
more  able  to  retrieve  them  will  not  take  them  out  of  those  unskillfull  hands 
who  have  so  lavishly  brought  us  into  them,  and  who,  if  sufferd  to  conduct 
them   any    longer,    will    render   them    altogether    irretrievable.      It   is   an 
additional  grief  to  me  to  find  how  much  they  affect  you,  but  I  cannot  help 
telling  you  experimentally  that  w^here  a  due  care  of  the  Publick  once  gets 
fast  hold  of  an  honest  mind,  time  can  never  efface  or  lessen  it,  having  often 
come  home  from  the  House  of  Commons  whilst  a  member  there,  and  oftenef 
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since  from  the  House  of  Lords,  so  very  heartsick  of  what  I  had  heard  and 
could  not  prevent  the  passage  of  in  either  place,  as  woud  never  have  sufferd 
me  to  have  survivd  half  the  time  which  Providence  hath  pleased  since  to 
appoint.  We  are  reduced  to  that  forlorn  condition  as  reminds  me  of  the 
prophet's  lamentation  over  Jerusalem,  that  "  there  are  scarce  any  fitt  to 
guide  her  among  all  the  sons  whom  she  hath  brought  forth."  Nay,  our 
poor  Israel  is  in  a  yet  worse  condition,  for 

Our  legislators  do  their  trust  betray  ; 
Saving  their  own,  give  all  the  rest  away. 

What  French  counsels,  corrupt  ministers,  standing  armies,  bribed  judges, 
and  all  the  other  machinations  of  wicked  men  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
effect,  such  a  House  of  Commons  as  we  have  may. 

Pudet  hsec  opprobria  nobis, 
Et  did  potuisse,  et  non  potuisse  refelli. 

I  suppose  it  will  be  no  news  to  you  who  know  her  that  your  daughter 
Caroline  advances  daily  in  health,  spirits  and  pregnancy  of  parts,  together 
with  the  continuation  of  her  maternal  beauty,  which  we  all  know  is  in- 
capable of  farther  improvement,  she  daily  affording  me  (as  Milton  phrases 
it)  an  ever-new  Delight.— Mrs.  Williams  seeing  my  amanuensis  is  writing 
for  me  to  you,  will  have  me  give  you  the  trouble  of  ordering  hither  one 
dozen  pounds  of  the  very  best  wax  candles  you  can  hear  of,  &  send  them 
down  by  way  of  trial,  that  in  case  they  and  their  price  are  liked  of,  I  may 
have  a  much  greater  quantity  of  them.  And  now  I  am  troubling  you  for 
one  thing,  Goodall  teazes  me  to  desire  you  to  get  me  as  much  Dutch  beaver 
fwhich  he  says  is  warmer  than  cloath)  as  will  make  me  a  sute  of  cloaths  of 
the  brownest  you  can  meet  with,  and  a  lining  proper  for  my  age  &  the 
winter  season.  This  he  is  interested  in,  as  I  have  worn  the  cloaths  I  shoud 
have  left  off  at  Michaelmass,  and   must  continue  to  wear  till  you  releive 
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them,  a  trouble  you  would   not  have  had  but  that  I  am  resolvd  Johnson 
shall  have  no  more  of  my  money  till  he  behaves  better  toward  you  and  me. 

1267.  To  Mr.  John  Hervey,  a  Scotchman  at  the  Island  of  Antigua. 

Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  20,  1747. 

So  long  as  I  continued  any  commerce  with  the 
world,  I  always  made  use  of  that  little  interest  I  had  to  promote  the  pre- 
tensions of  such  as  I  thought  the  most  deserving,  among  whom  I  make  no 
doubt  you  would  have  been  included ;  but  as  I  have  for  some  years  been 
retired  to  this  place,  and  never  concerning  my  self  in  any  applications  to 
those  in  power  for  any  thing  of  any  kind  either  for  me  or  mine,  I  must 
desire  you  would  think  of  somebody  better  qualified  to  serve  you  than  my 
self.     Yours,  Bristol. 

1268.  To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  28,  1747, 

It  would  be  great  pitty  that  those  who  discover  so 
strong  &  laudable  a  disposition  to  do  in  all  things  what  is  right  shoud 
want  any  help  that  can  be  given  them;  and  altho'  you  will  be  better  in- 
structed by  the  debates  in  the  House,  when  the  bill  to  prevent  the  insuring 
of  French  ships  &  merchandizes  comes  on,  yet  I  would  instead  of  my  own 
less  instructive  hints  in  the  mean  time  refer  you  to  Mr.  Morris's  arguments 
laid  down  in  his  pamphlet,  wherein  you  will  find  such  convincing  reasons 
in  favour  of  ye  bill  as  will  soon  get  the  better  of  all  those  sophisticall  ones 
thrown  out  against  it,  which  are  solely  calculated  to  palliate  &  excuse  the 
ignorance  &  blindness  of  our  matchless  M — rs,  who  if  they  had  not  been 
such  wooden  politicians  as  they  have  now  proved  themselves  to  all  the 
world,  woud  have  known  the  necessary  expediency  of  such  a  law  in  the 
infancy  of  this  (as  it  hath  been  managed)  destructive  war. — I  desire  you 
would  let  Mrs.  Hervey  know  she  has  made  me  very  proud  of  the  place  you 
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say  she  so  partially  allows  me  in  her  esteem  at  my  great  age  ;  and  in 
return  woud  have  you  assure  her,  tho'  I  have  ever  been  of  opinion  her 
beauty  has  a  right  to  stand  foremost  in  that  list,  yet  she  hath  another  far 
surpassing  that,  as  she  wears  it  without  knowing  she  in  any  degree 
possesses  the  other. — I  am  to  thank  you  for  the  care  &  pains  you  have 
taken  in  getting  for  me  a  new  suite  of  cloaths,  which  I  very  much  wanted^ 
as  I  do  the  bills  of  what  they  all  come  to,  that  I  may  discharge  them.  The 
candles  are  not  yet  come. — How  come  you  to  put  your  last  letter  to  me 
under  Mr.  Jackson's  cover  ?  by  which  means  it  came  not  to  my  hands  till 
Thursday,  tho'  dated  the  igth. 

1269.        To  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Burlington. 

Ick worth  Park,  Jan.  ii,  1747/8. 
Could  this  place  or  country  have  furnished  any 
thing  better  than  the  brawn  which  your  Ladyship  has  very  much  overpaid 
by  your  thanks,  would  have  come  in  place  of  it  ;  but  as  no  such  thing  was 
to  be  found,  and  all  who  tasted  it  agreed  it  was  an  excellence  surpassing  all 
of  its  kind,  that  circumstance  alone  made  me  deem  it  a  proper  present  for 
my  Lady  Burlington,  whose  gracious  acceptance  hath  extreamly  pleased 
and  obliged.  Madam,  your  Ladyship's  obedient,  laithfull,  humble  servant, 
Bristol. 

1270"       To  Mr.  Gibert.  Ickv/orth  Park,  Jan.  15,  1747/8. 

Revd.  Sir 

Your  letter  of  the  23d  of  December  last  should 
&  would  have  been  sooner  acknowledged,  had  it  not  been  necessary  for  me 
to  write  into  Lincolnshire  to  know  which  of  my  tennants  shoud  apply  to 
you  for  a  faculty  ;  for  as  a  notion  hath  industriously  been  propagated 
among  them  by  the  fomentors  of  the  faction  formd  against  me  at  Sleaford, 
hath  made  them  apprehensive  that  by  such  an  application  to  you  they  may 
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in  consequence  thereof  bring  themselves  into  trouble  or  expence,  this  hath 
so  intimidated  most  of  them,  that  they  desired  to  be  excused  from  appear- 
ing therein,  unless  I  woud  give  them  a  note  under  my  hand  to  indemnify 
and  save  them  harmless,  which  I  have  accordingly  done  to  Mr.  Richard 
Moore,  who  when  he  attends  you  for  that  purpose,  I  make  no  doubt  of  your 
favouring  him  with  all  the  assistance  in  your  power,  for  which  I  shall  ever 
think  my  self  obliged  to  you. — I  cannot  let  slip  this  opportunity  of  desiring 
to  know  of  you  the  true  reason  why  you  and  I  should  have  so  long  disagreed 
about  a  point  which  is  of  every  days  known  practice,  viz.  the  valuation  of 
a  life  to  be  renewed,  the  common  rate  whereof  I  have  always  been  ready  to 
make  good  on  my  part,  but  you  would  never  so  much  as  favour  me  with  a 
fixd  &  explicit  demand  on  yours,  a  circumstance  as  it  wore  the  aspect  of  an 
uncommon  appearance,  you  ought  to  excuse  any  misinterpretation  it  might 
lead  me  into,  considering  too  what  an  unusual  length  of  days  the  Supreme 
Disposer  of  all  events  hath  thought  fit  to  allot  me.  The  Bishop  of  Lincoln, 
when  he  did  me  the  favour  to  dine  here,  finding  me  readily  disposed  to  do 
every  thing  that  coud  justly  be  required  of  me  on  my  part,  was  so  good  as 
to  tell  me  he  would  take  the  first  opportunity  of  discoursing  with  you  about 
our  affair  ;  but  whether  he  ever  did  so  or  no  I  never  heard  either  from  his 
Lordship  or  your  self.  However,  I  think  my  self  bound  to  return  you  with 
all  sincerity  those  many  good  wishes  you  made  &  communicated  in  so 
friendly  a  manner  to  your  faithfull  tennant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — I  desire  you  would  make  my  compliments  to  Lord  Tyrconnel. 

1271.         To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  i8,  1747/8. 

I  have  receivd  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant 
together  |with  coppies  inclosed  of  the  Recorder's  to  you  and  your  answer 
thereto,  which  since  your  modesty  seems  to  want  my  approbation  of,  t 
hereby  give  it  you  in  a  more  candid  manner  than  the  person  who  made  use 

Vol.  III.  vv 
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of  that  word  to  you  ever  did  on  any  occasion  whatsoever.  But  was  there  any 
thing  comparable  to  the  conduct  of  our  friends  at  Bury  ?  Who  when  they 
might  have  hgd  the  assistance  of  your  brother  &  Collonel  Norton  all  the 
time  they  were  there  to  perform  any  corporate  act,  shoud  never  think  of 
having  such  a  bill  as  they  now  all  of  a  sudden  seem  so  fond  of,  when  they 
cannot  apply  for  it  under  their  common  seal  in  such  a  method  as  all  towns 
corporate  should.  And  as  that  is  now  impracticable,  I  shoud  think  it  not 
adviseable  to  make  any  mention  at  all  of  the  Corporation  in  the  town's 
petition  ;  but  as  to  this  and  all  other  points,  I  desire  you  would  consult 
more  able  heads  than  ever  were  or  can  be  at  four  score  &  three,  altho'  the 
Attorney  General's  opinion  would  help  to  flatter  me  into  a  little  of  my  own  ; 
for  when  Sir  Samuel  Prime  told  me  his,  that  he  conceivd  Mr.  Malfalgueyrat's 
own  election  into  the  body  being  found  illegal  would  vitiate  all  subsequent 
proceedings  wherein  he  acted,  I  then  took  the  freedom  to  tell  him  that  I 
shoud  think  it  could  only  opperate  in  such  elections  as  were  carried  by  virtue 
of  Malfalgueyrat's  vote.  Sir  Samuel  went  towards  London  on  Thursday 
last,  who  hath  not  been  in  good  humour  enough  to  make  me  a  visit  as  usual 
during  this  Vacation  ;  and  I  fear  your  taking  the  Attorney  General's 
opinion  in  this  point,  and  proving  contradictory  to  his  own,  will  put  him 
into  a  worse ;  but  when  friends  prove  of  so  chymerical  and  uncertain  a 
behaviour,  I  know  nothing  better  to  be  done  than  to  comfort  our  selves 
with  having  deserved  better  of  them. — I  here  inclosed  send  you  the  order 
on  my  banker  as  you  desire,  tho'  I  am  not  sure  I  have  so  much  money  in 
his  hands,  for  since  the  mortality  among  the  cattle  and  the  condition  of 
the  country  is  thereby  become  so  deplorable,  returns  have  come  in  so  very 
slowly  that  they  have  not  answerd  above  a  fourth  part  of  my  rental;  how- 
ever, rather  than  you  should  want  one  hundred  pounds  more  to  carry  on 
your  suite,  let  me  know  it  &  I  will  borrow  it  for  you  of  Mr.  Gosling  till 
more  money  comes  in. 
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Tuesday  the  19th.  I  have  kept  my  letter  open  till  this  morning  that  you 
may  have  ye  latest  account  of  Miss  Caroline,  which  is  that  she  has  rested 
better  the  last  night  than  any  one  since  she  was  taken  ill,  is  not  at  all 
feverish,  hath  found  great  benefit  from  the  two  doses  of  rhubarb,  &  the 
kernell  on  her  neck  is  grown  much  less,  so  that  Mr.  Jackson  thinks  it  ad- 
viseable  to  give  her  another  dose,  &  if  that  doth  not  entirely  waste  her 
kernell,  he  intends  to  give  her  something  else  that  will ;  but  whether  you 
submit  her  intirely  to  his  practice  or  no,  your  direction  herein  is  very  much 
wanted  as  in  all  other  points  concerning  her,  none  caring  to  be  responsible 
for  any  advice  of  their  own. 

1272-        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  30,  1747/8. 

Whenever  your  leisure  will  admit  of  your  calling 
at  my  bankers,  I  am  afraid  you  will  find  the  returns  from  my  estates  begin 
to  partake  of  the  general  calamity  of  the  times,  they  having  of  late  not 
answered  near  so  well  as  formerly,  and,  which  is  worse,  the  last  letter  I 
receivd  from  my  Lincolnshire  steward  prepares  me  to  expect  still  less,  the 
losses  which  my  tennants  have  already  suflerd  there,  and  more  which  they 
apprehend  will  follow,  having  occasiond  such  a  stagnation  of  traffic  and 
money  as  must  and  will  in  a  very  short  time  have  a  dismal  effect  upon  the 
whole.  However,  I  hope  you  will  find  enough  to  answer  the  calls  of  your 
allowance  and  the  interest  money  as  they  shall  accrue. — The  ballance  due 
from  my  Kentish  tennant  will,  as  you  see,  furnish  above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  on  the  enclosed  account,  which  I  have  examined  and  find  to 
be  right,  so  that  whenever  he  attends  you  with  it  and  his  vouchers,  together 
with  Mr.  Gosling's  note  for  the  said  ballance,  I  desire  you  would  take  the 
trouble  of  settling  the  whole  with  him,  as  you  did  the  last  year. — I  cannot 
conceive  that  Lord  Effingham  can  be  in  so  very  ill  hands  as  to  advise  him 
to  be  at  the  farther  expense  of  an  appeal  after  a  verdict  found  in  your 
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favour  upon  one  of  the  strongest  points  known  in  our  laws  ;  but  let  that 
happen  as  it  will,  you  shall  never  want  all  the  assistance  that  can  with  any 
tolerable  convenience  to  my  self  and  the  other  branches  of  my  family  (tho* 
more  numerous  than  deserving)  be  allotted  you  by  your  most  affectionate 
grandfather,  Bristol. 

1273.  To  Mrs.  Sarah  Maskelyne,  Marsham  Street,  Westminster. 

Ickworth  Park,  Feb.  17,  1747/8. 

I  am  favourd  with  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant, 
which  this  comes  to  thank  you  for,  as  also  for  the  good  news  it  brought  of 
Mrs.  Maskelyne's  being  better,  whose  friendly  opinion  of  me  hath  made  my 
best  wishes  for  whatever  concerns  her  so  much  her  due. — I  am  much  afraid 
by  what  has  passd  Mrs.  Hervey  must  have  mistaken  my  meaning  in  the 
commission  I  gave  her  about  the  inconsiderable  acknowledgment  I  intended 
for  the  undeservd  distinction  your  sister  had  honourd  me  with  ;  but  since 
you  assure  me  she  was  pleasd  with  it,  tho'  it  went  not  in  the  manner  I 
intended  it,  no  further  fault  shall  be  found  by,  Madam,  your  most  humble 
servant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — You  must  give  me  leave  to  beg  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Maskelyne. 

1274.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Feb.  27,  1747/8. 

I  have  had  all  the  deeds  relating  to  the  title  & 
purchase  of  the  house  iti  St.  James's  Square  by  our  good  and  wise  uncle 
Hervey,  the  honest  founder  of  our  family,  carefully  read  over,  but  cannot 
find  the  least  mention  in  any  of  them  relating  to  the  partition  wall  you 
enquire  after.  As  Lord  Strafford's  house  must  have  been  built  after  ours, 
being  the  last  erected  on  that  North  range,  I  cannot  but  think  the  wall  of 
course  must  have  been  ours,  otherwise  our  house  must  have  lain  open  till 
his  was  built,  which  is  not  at  all  supposeable.     Lord  Strafford's  writings 
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must  afford  some  light  as  to  the  matter  in  question,  his  house  standing 
upon  the  ground  purchased  by  one  George  Clipsby  of  the  Earl  of  St.  Alban's 
or  his  trustees,  and  this  is  all,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  am  able  to  furnish  you 
with  as  to  that  affair.  You  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  imploy  whomsoever  you 
think  best  to  make  use  of  on  this  occasion  ;  but  I  cannot  help  letting  drop 
this  hint  by  way  of  caution  to  you,  that  you  will  find  Flitcroft  as  extravagant 
an  overvaluer  of  his  skill  and  time  as  any  of  his  brother  pickpockets.— I 
have  been  of  late  more  than  usually  uneasy  by  my  complaints;  should 
otherwise  have  thankd  you  sooner  for  all  your  letters,  which  are  ever 
welcome  to  me,  and  also  for  the  trouble  you  gave  yourself  in  passing 
Farrant's  accounts.  Where  to  get  such  an  agent  as  you  characterize  to 
inspect  the  condition  of  that  estate  before  I  grant  a  new  lease,  is  such  a 
one  as  I  know  not  at  present  where  to  find. 

1275.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  March  5,  1747/8. 

I  have  felt  so  very  much  for  what  has  happened 
to  your  daughter  Caroline,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  think  or  write  on 
any  subject  since  she  was  ill;  nor  had  not  now  but  to  desire  you  would 
make  use  of  all  the  interest  you  have  in  Lord  Vere  Beauclerc  or  any  others 
to  get  Will  Oliver's  son,  Thomas  Oliver,  a  lievetennancy  ;  he  hath  been 
tvvelve  years  at  sea,  four  years  whereof  he  hath  been  a  midshipman  on 
board  the  Hampton  Court,  Commodore  Mostyn  Commander,  and  is  now  at 
Portsmouth.  He  hath  passd  his  examination  at  the  Admiralty,  and  obtaind 
a  certificate  in  form  of  his  being  qualified  for  promotion.  His  father  hath 
been  above  fourty  years  in  my  service,  which  entitles  him  to  all  the  good  I 
can  do  any  part  of  his  family  ;  and  if  there  be  any  body  who  remembers 
there  is  such  a  man  in  the  world  as  your  father,  I  hereby  empower  you  to 
let  them  know  it  would  very  much  oblige  me  to  give  any  assistance  to  you 
in  this  affair.     Had  Sir  John  Norris  been  at  the  Board,  I  shoud  not  have 
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needed  to  trouble  you  or  any  body  else  with  this  humble  suite;  but  as  I 
have  outlivd  all  my  former  acquaintance,  you  must  be  now  and  then  troubled 
with  applications  of  this  nature,  which  shall  sparingly  be  made  use  of  by 
your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

P.S. — 'As  Mr.  Sykes  is  so  strongly  recommended  to  you  by  all  our  friends 
at  Bury,  nothing  need  be  added  further  on  his  behalf  by  me. 

1276.  To  Lady  Hervey,  Ickworth  Park,  March  13,  1747/8. 

The  distressfull  condition  you  passd  your  journey 
in  to  London  gave  me  more  concern  than  I  shall  tell  you.  As  the  very  bad 
horses  given  you  by  the  post-master  at  Newmarket  was  not  his  first  offence, 
having  used  Lord  Hervey  little  better  once  before,  I  hope  he  &  you  will  take 
care  with  Lord  Leicester  to  get  so  very  negligent  an  officer  put  out  of  his 
employment. — Whatever  good  you  tell  me  of  your  late  aunt  Mrs.  Brooke 
was  no  news  to  me  who  knew  her,  I  having  always  had  a  thorough  good 
opinion  of  her  worth  &  merit,  by  whose  death,  tho'  your  loss  cannot  be  so 
well  supplied  by  any  one  now  living,  yet  as  long  as  I  remain  you  may 
depend  upon  all  the  support  &  comfort  that  can  be  given  you  by,  Madam, 
your  most  affectionate  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

My  blessing  always  attends  on  Lord  Hervey. 

P.S. — Just  as  I  was  sealing  up  this  came  in  your  Ladyship's  letters, 
transcript  of  the  good  news,  printed  papers  etc.,  which  being  so  many 
additional  proofs  of  your  continual  attention  to  please  and  entertain  me,  I 
return  your  Ladyship  a  thousand  thanks. 

1277.  To  the  Rev.  Doctor  Denne  at  Lambeth  in  Surrey. 

Ickworth  Park,  March  16,  1747/8. 
Reverend  Sir 

Perceiving  the  request  I  more  than  once  have 
made  you,  to  remind  me  of  the  reserved  rent  due  upon  my  lease  to  the 
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Dean  &  Chapter  of  Rochester  whenever  it  became  so,  hath  not  yet  been 
able  to  get  the  better  of  your  politeness  in  complying  therewith,  this  is 
therefore  to  desire  you  woud  send  me  the  account  of  what  is  due,  and  I  will 
forthwith  order  the  discharge  of  it. — Give  me  leave  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  acquainting  you  that  the  first  seven  years  of  my  present  lease  from  them 
will  expire  (as  I  reckon)  at  Midsumer  next ;  I  must  therefore  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  give  me  notice  when  they  are  to  keep  their  audit,  that  I  may  send 
a  person  to  treat  with  them  for  a  new  one  at  that  time.  But  I  have  so  very 
great  an  opinion  of  your  probity,  that  if  you  (tho'  a  party)  would  do  me  the 
favour  to  take  the  trouble  upon  you,  I  should  think  myself  very  safe  in  your 
decision  as  to  the  fine,  which  I  hope,  considering  the  oppressive  weight  that 
still  continues  and  is  likely  to  become  perpetual  upon  all  land  owners,  I 
conclude  will  not  be  greater  than  when  it  was  last  renewed  by,  Sir,  your 
faithfuU  friend  &  most  affectionate  servant,  Bristol. 

1278.  To  John  Turnor  Esq.  Thursday,  March  17,  1747/8, 

My  great  age  and  the  many  infirmities  attending 
it  having  renderd  me  unfit  to  carry  on  my  wonted  commerce  in  life,  have 
therefore  withdrawn  my  self  from  it  to  live  &  die  in  quiet ;  however,  since 
you  tell  me  your  own  depends  upon  seeing  me  to  morrow,  I  shall  not  be 
denied  to  you  if  you  call  about  noon.     I  am  your  servant,  Bristol. 

1279.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  March  18,  1747/8. 

I  loose  no  time,  as  you  desire  of  me,  in  returning 
an  answer  to  yours  of  the  15th  instant,  which  is  that  you  may  make  use  not 
only  of  my  name  but  of  my  estate  also  in  maintaining  our  right  against 
Lord  Strafford.  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  that  so  young  a  man  should  fall  into 
mercenary  hands,  who  will  naturally  advise  such  measures  as  may  create  a 
suit  between  us  ;  but  I  hope  such  prudent  persons  may  be  chosen  on  both 
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sides  as  will  prevent  our  going  to  law ;  but  if  that  cannot  be  avoided,  I 
must  recommend  your  taking  the  Attorney  General's  opinion  and  advice  in 
every  step  you  make  therein,  who  is  justly  &  universally  esteemd  the  oracle 
of  our  law,  which  if  it  were  given  clear  on  our  side  and  shewn  to  Lord 
Strafford  or  his  counsel,  I  am  apt  to  think  he  would  not  have  talkd  in  so 
high  a  strain  as  to  say,  he  is  determind  to  pull  the  wall  down,  at  all  adven- 
tures before  the  merits  of  the  case  shall  be  farther  enquired  into.  Have 
you  not  yet  been  able  to  find  out  which  of  the  two  houses  were  first  built  ? 
for  that  circumstance  I  should  think  would  be  of  great  weight  in  the  present 
debate. — I  shall  take  this  occasion  to  let  you  know  that  as  you  seemd 
disposed  when  here  to  be  at  the  pains  of  making  your  self  master  of  the 
dispute  depending  between  me  &  Lady  Pla3'ters,  which  I  took  to  be  owing 
to  your  kind  concern  lest  my  reputation,  in  case  1  had  been  found  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  question,  might  have  sufferd  (as  doubtless  it  would  have 
done)  had  it  proved  so,  but  as  it  comes  out  quite  otherwise,  I  imagine  it 
will  please  you  to  see  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter,  and  therefore  have 
inclosed  sent  you  a  coppy  of  her  Ladyship's  letter  to  me,  which  I  receivd 
on  Tuesday  last ;  to  which  I  returnd  no  other  answer  but  by  word  of  mouth 
to  Mr.  Collit,  that  she  must  not  expect  to  hear  any  farther  from  me  untill 
she  &  her  husband  had  sent  me  a  release  under  their  hands  &  seals,  dis- 
claiming all  manner  of  right  or  title  to  the  principal  sum,  for  which  I 
knowingly  had  paid  them  interest  in  my  own  wrong  ever  since  the  death  of 
Lady  Effingham,  desiring  of  her  also  to  know  what  she  meant  by  trumping 
up  the  claim  of  any  promise  from  me  fas  you  may  observe  she  does)  in  her 
last  letter,  which  I  utterly  deny.  But  unworthy  as  she  hath  made  her  self 
of  any  further  favour  from  me  by  her  impertinent,  insolent,  offensive 
insinuations  in  her  former  letters,  yet  as  it  hath  pleased  God  by  a  series  of 
wonderfull  providences  to  make  my  late  wife  the  channel  through  which  so 
many  great  &  unexpected  additions  have  been  made  to  the  capital-stock  of 
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our  favourd  family,  so  I  must  always  hold  my  self  obliged,  as  she  is  a  Felton, 
in  spite  of  her  ingratitude  to  be  doing  something  for  her,  untill  the  jointure 
of  ^300  per  annum  shall  take  place  by  the  death  of  her  worthless  husband, 
till  which  time  her  circumstances  will  otherwise  be  very  deplorable. 

1280.  To  Lord  Tyrconnel.  Ickworth  Park,  March  21,  1747/8. 

I  am  favourd  with  your  Lordships  of  the  14th 
instant  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Seller,  who  I  am  very  sure  your  Lordship  would 
never  have  thought  worthy  of  your  intercession,  had  he  not  grossly  dis- 
guised or  unwarrantably  palliated  his  rude,  insolent  &  ungratefull  behaviour 
towards  me,  which  deception,  as  he  must  have  been  guilty  of  on  his  part, 
has  now  made  it  necessary  on  mine  in  my  own  vindication  to  order  Mr. 
Read  the  bearer  hereof  to  give  your  Lordship  the  trouble  of  a  full  account 
of  the  whole  transaction,  he  being  privy  to  every  step  taken  therein  from 
first  to  last,  a  proceeding  so  unpardonable  on  Mr.  Seller's  part  throughout, 
who  instead  of  a  peace-maker  became  an  incendiary,  and  who  unprovoked 
raised  a  faction  against  his  patron,  to  whom,  besides  his  own  personal 
obligations,  his  father  and  grandfather  owed  when  living  most  of  the  bread 
they  eat.  I  could  expatiate  further  on  this  topick,  but  depending  on  your 
Lordship's  penetration  to  perceive  where  such  attempts  may  tend  to 
encourage  others  in  their  turn  to  raise  up  more  disorders  of  this  kind 
against  your  Lordship  or  other  men  of  quality,  is  submitted  to  your  better 
judgment  by,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
Bristol. 

1281.  To  Mr.  Felton  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  2,  1748. 

You  may  remember  when  you  first  acquainted  me 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  suit  you  were  commencing,  I  then  told  you  a 
bird  in  hand  was  never  to  be  parted  with  unless  you  had  some  ^moral 

Vol.  III.  WW 
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certainty  of  catching  two  for  it  in  the  bush.  But  how  any  such  assurance 
could  be  reasonably  founded  where  the  matter  in  issue  solely  depended  uj>on 
swearing,  I  wonder  how  you  could  ever  hope  (knowing  the  parties  you  had 
to  deal  with)  finally  to  prevail  in  it. — I  knew  you  had  an  estate  in  right  of 
your  wife  at  Hoxton,  but  never  heard  of  the  three  houses  which  you  say 
sufferd  in  the  late  conflagration.  This  affords  matter  for  more  condolance. — 
As  to  my  house  at  Bury,  you  may  make  use  of  it  at  and  for  what  time  you 
please  ;  and  for  the  brewing  you  speak  of,  sure  it  will  be  time  enough  when 
you  and  Mrs.  Hervey  will  be  here  in  Easter  week,  where  I  hope  twill  be 
superfluous  to  tell  you  how  welcome  you  will  both  be  to  your  most  affec- 
tionate father,  Bristol. 

1282.       To  Mr,  Frederick  Hervey  at  Benet  College. 

Ickworth  Park,  April  2,  1748. 

It  was  with  so  much  pleasure  I  heard  your  letter 
read,  wherein  you  congratulate  your  brother  William  upon  his  improvement^ 
which  was  so  judicious  an  one  that  I  thought  it  deserved  my  felicitation  on 
your  own  ;  for  altho'  I  never  expected  any  thing  slight  or  trivial  from  you, 
yet  the  stile  and  sentiments  of  this  last  epistle  exceeded  even  my  most 
forward  hopes  in  your  favour,  more  particularly  where  you  seem  to  lament 
that  the  same  method  was  not  made  use  of  in  your  education  which  is  at 
last  so  luckily  alterd  in  your  brother's  ;  and  since  you  seem  to  think  that 
an  able  private  tutor  woud  still  be  of  great  service  to  you  in  the  course  of 
your  future  studies,  if  Mr.  Castle  (to  whom  I  desire  my  compliments)  will 
recommend  one  throughly  qualified  for  such  a  service,  yet  rather  than  you 
should  want  any  help  towards  making  you  what  I  know  you  are  capable  of 
and  what  I  wish  to  see  you,  the  twenty  guineas  you  mention  shall  be 
chearfully  advanced,  untill  one  of  your  place-men  as  you  call  them  shall 
drop,  by  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 
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1283,  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  2,  1748. 

I  suppose  it  needless  to  acquaint  you  that  having 
read  all  the  letters  that  passed  between  you  and  Lord  Strafford,  have  met 
with  the  approbation  they  deserved  ;  and  am  glad  to  find  his  Lordship 
hath  thought  fit  to  lower  that  tone  he  at  first  spoke  in  concerning  the  par- 
tition wall,  which  I  hope  will  terminate  in  your  satisfaction. — I  must  give 
you  the  trouble,  whenever  you  go  into  the  city  upon  business  of  your  own, 
to  pass  my  annual  account  (which  I  have  here  inclosed)  with  Mr.  Gosling, 
having  examined  it  by  my  book  and  found  it  right ;  all  that  you  have 
therefore  to  do  is  only  to  sign  theirs,  to  take  in  their  vouchers,  to  make 
them  sign  this,  and  to  keep  them  all  till  we  meet. 

1284.  To  my  son  Mr.  Henry  Aston. 

Ickworth  Park,  April  9,  1748. 

As  the  state  of  my  finances  are  far  from  being  in 
a  condition  to  answer  the  unexpected  demands  of  your  letter,  the  next 
thing  I  can  do  for  you  will  be  to  let  you  know  so.  But  since  you  have  given 
me  this  opportunity,  I  cannot  let  it  pass  without  asking  you  a  question, 
which  surely  you  never  could  have  put  to  your  self ;  viz.  how  could  you 
■ever  think  of  asking  a  fresh  favour,  much  less  of  obtaining  it,  conscious  as 
you  must  have  been  of  the  many  meetings  and  measures  carried  on  in  New 
Bond  Street*  with  those  as  unjustifiable  in  so  doing  and  ungratefuU  as  your 
self,  in  order  to  disappoint  (if  you  could  have  done  so)  whatever  future 
schemes  I  might  have  in  my  recommendation  to  the  Corporation  of  Bury, 
to  which  none  but  such  sons  of  mine  could  make  any  doubt  of  my  having 
the  sole  and  undoubted  light  to  as  long  as  I  live.     The  bare  stating  the 

•  Tom  Hervey  lived  in  New  Bond  St.     The  late  election  for  Bury,  wherein  Tom  had  opposed 
Felton  who  was  his  father's  nominee,  is  here  referred  to.  —  S.H.A.H, 
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fact  must  alone  be  sufficient  to  create  that  confusion,  which  must  arise  in 
every  mind  capable  of  having  harbourd  such  unnatural  contrivances  against 
none  of  the  worst  of  parents  as  I  have  been  (at  least)  towards  your  self. 
Bristol. 

1285.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  i8,  1748. 

The  secret  having  taken  wind  which  I  intended 
to  have  reserved  in  Petto,  &  to  have  surprized  you  with  at  your  coming 
hither,  by  shewing  you  from  the  intended  scituation  of  your  new  house  that 
grove  of  thirty-four  acres  called  West-wood  in  Whepstead,  lying  beyond 
the  Great  Leys,  which  I  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Grigby  for  at  twenty  two 
years  purchase,  valuing  the  soil  or  land  at  ten  shillings*  per  acre,  and 
fifty  shillings  per  load  for  the  oak  timber,  and  to  be  allowed  five  feet  in 
every  load  for  measuring  each  tree  over  the  bark.  These  rates  may  seem 
reasonable  to  you  who  are  unacquainted  with  purchases  of  this  kind,  but 
they  are  such  as  I  would  not  have  given  near  so  much  for,  had  it  not  sur- 
rounded part  of  the  Park-pail  which  lies  on  that  side,  since  the  purchase 
will  never  answer  more  than  two  per  cent  for  the  money  I  am  to  pay  for  it. 
Therefore,  as  to  buying  any  of  the  other  woods  of  the  said  estate,  as  they 
all  lye  behind  and  are  covered  by  the  said  West-wood  from  being  visible  to 
any  eye  standing  in  the  Park,  they  are  wholly  unnecessary  to  answer  any 
further  purpose  of  ours,  at  least  of  mine.  However,  your  generous  &  kind 
proposal  concerning  them,  being  in  every  sense  most  gratefull,  is  very 
affectionately  receivd  by  me.  But  what  will  all  private  or  family  schemes 
of  this  nature  signify,  when  the  publick  affairs  are  in  so  desperate  & 
deplorable  a  condition,  that  all  the  provisions  human  prudence  can  contrive 
for  their  advancement  must  at  last  end  in  the  total  ruin  of  our  unhappy 

*  Apparently  a  mistake  for  ten  pounds  ;   see  Letter  1292. — S.H.  A.H. 
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posterity.  My  former  predictions  having  been  so  fatally  &  punctually 
fullfilld  by  the  ignorance  and  incapacity  of  those  who  have  thrust  them- 
selves into  the  management  of  them,  I  will  not  pour  more  water  into  your 
wine,  (especially  as  you  drink  but  little  or  none),  since  the  unloading  them 
from  my  breast  into  your  own  woud  be  very  far  from  giving  any  ease  to  the 
oppressed  spirits  of  your  disconsolate  grandfather. — Bristol. 

P.S.     I  receivd   the  inclosed  last  night,  which  you  will  make  such  an 
answer  to  as  you  shall  think  fit  after  what  I  have  told  you. 

1286.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  April  23,  1748. 

As  I  made  you  privy  to  my  letter  to  your 
iDrother  Harry,  his  answer  whereto  the  inclosed  is  a  coppy  of,  and  the 
allegations  it  contains  being  so  flattly  contradictory  to  the  informations 
that  had  been  given  you  by  others  of  the  meetings  held  by  them  in  New 
Bond  street,  and  who  gave  you  leave  to  make  use  of  their  names  (if  we 
thought  fit)  in  verification  of  the  several  facts  alledgd,  hath  filld  me  with 
uncommon  astonishment,  tho'  no  stranger  to  the  persons  concernd,  to 
determine  where  the  truth  of  the  whole  resides  ;  therefore  if  you  can 
further  enlighten  me,  I  desire  you  would  do  so ;  for  surely  the  malice, 
falshood  &  impudence  of  the  one  side  or  the  other  is  without  any  example. 
You  see  Mr.  Aston  wants  to  know  whether  he  may  have  my  leave  to  come 
hither  in  his  way  to  Shotteley,  which  I  can  make  no  proper  answer  to  untill 
he  can  make  his  innocence  more  fully  appear  ;  for  shoud  he  be  found  guilty, 
I  am  absolutely  determind  never  to  see  his  face  again. — As  your  daughter 
Caroline's  distemper  gave  me  much  more  concern  than  ever  I  discoverd,  so 
the  hopefull  account  you  sent  Lady  Hervey  of  her  gave  me  great  relief.  She 
is  without  doubt,  whether  considerd  corporally  or  mentally,  the  most 
perfect  pattern  of  all  one  can  wish  or  pray  for  in  a  child,  and  may  &  will 
do  well  in  case  we  her  parents  deserve  she  should  do  so  by  becoming  every 


358  LETTER-BOOKS    OF    JOHN    HERVEY, 

thing  we  ought  towards  the  Supreme  Being,  from  whom  we  hold  every 
other  blessing  we  enjoy,  and  you  cheifly  who  were  indebted  to  his  providence 
for  the  mother  of  her,  to  whom  I  desire  you  woud  never  fail  to  make  my  due 
compliments,  and  to  deliver  to  her  the  enclosed  letter,  which  if  upon 
reading  she  shoud  find  does  not  belong  to  her,  woud  seal  up  again  &  direct 
it  where  it  doth.— You  knew  before  your  going  from  me  the  distress  I  &  my 
livery  men  shoud  soon  be  in  for  want  of  new  cloaths  ;  therefore  some 
imediate  course  must  be  taken,  either  by  your  writing  to  Mr.  Johnson  to 
assure  him  that,  if  he  does  not  forthwith  comply  with  the  terms  you  shall 
think  fit  to  impose  on  him  to  attone  for  his  having  shewn  himself  a  greater 
friend  to  one  of  my  rebellious  sons  than  to  me,  I  am  fully  resolved  to  buy 
my  liverys  elsewhere  ;  but  as  he  pretends  he  had  bought  cloath,  linings  etc. 
for  them,  you  may  lay  hold  on  that  circumstance  to  influence  your  per- 
swasions  towards  a  renewal  of  our  friendship,  which  I  woud  never  have 
condescended  to  but  for  the  support  of  your  future  interest  at  Bury. 

1287.        To  the  Honble  Captain  Augustus  Hervey. 

Ickworth  Park,  April  25,  1748. 

My  gallant  Grandson 

The  love  of  our  name  and  family  hath  long  gaind 
so  strong  an  ascendant  over  my  affections,  that  whatever  happens  to  en- 
crease  the  reputation  or  credit  of  it  is  the  most  pleasing  news  I  am  capable 
of  receiving.  Nothing  could  more  effectually  gratify  this  passion  than 
hearing  what  a  noble  part  you  voluntarily  acted  in  saving  the  ships  in  the 
harbour  at  Leghorn  by  manning  out  your  boats  and  cutting  away  the  cables 
of  the  Caledonia  &  towing  her  out  to  sea,  where  tho'  her  powder-room  took 
fire,  yet  you  nor  no  one  of  your  crew  were  killd  or  wounded  by  it,  a 
providence  so  signal  I  assure  myself  you  will  never  no  more  forget  than  I 
ever  shall  ;    and  this   fresh    instance   of   the   divine   favour,   if   gratefully 
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rememberd  by  us  as  it  ought,  will  prove  the  surest  protection  that  can 
attend  you  in  all  your  future  enterprizes,  which  as  long  as  I  live  shall  be 
seconded  by  the  prayers  &  best  wishes  of  your  most  afifectionate  grandfather, 
Bristol. 

1288.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  25,  1748. 

I  have  sent  you,  since  you  desired  it  of  me,  a 
letter  to  your  brother  Augustus,  tho'  I  found  it  a  little  against  the  grain  as 
a  parent  to  be  paying  where  I  owed  nothing,  having  never  heard  from  him 
but  when  he  wanted  money ;  but  his  late  behaviour  on  this  last  lucky 
occasion  shall  cancell  all  former  prejudices. — For  the  same  reason,  as  you 
seem  so  very  fond  of  purchasing  more  woods,  I  have  let  Mr.  Grigby  know 
that  I  will  give  him  the  same  rates  (tho'  extreamly  dear,  as  you  will  live  to 
find  them,)  for  New  Hall  Wood  &  The  Hall  wood,  which,  as  they  contain 
twenty  one  acres,  added  to  West-wood  of  thirty-four  acres,  will  make  the 
whole  in  all  fifty  five  acres.  This  last  purchase  being  not  at  all  necessary  to 
increase  the  beauty  of  our  prospect  from  this  Park,  I  should  never  have 
thought  of  adding  it  to  the  rest  but  as  you  have  discoverd  it  would  do  so  to 
your  satisfaction,  a  consideration  that  is  always  prevalent  with  your  most 
affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

1289.  To  Sir  William  Bunbury.         Ickworth  Park,  May  9,  1748. 

I  am  favourd  with  yours  of  the  6th  instant,  which 
was  full  of  more  excuses  and  apologies  than  would  have  been  necessary, 
had  the  request  it  containd  been  of  much  greater  importance,  considering 
the  relation  and  friendship  which  I  hope  subsists  and  will  ever  continue 
between  us.  As  you  m.ake  no  mention  of  the  number  of  fawns  desired,  I 
must  beg  it  may  not  exceed  four,  that  is  a  brace  of  males  and  another  of 
female  ones,  my  stock  being  much  diminishd  by  the  exchange  I  lately 
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made  with  Lord  Alontfort,  &  the  loss  sustaind  by  the  last  winter  and  this 
very  cold  Spring.  I  am,  Sir,  your  most  affectionate,  faithful!  servant, 
Bristol, 

P.S. — I  beg  you'd  make  my  compliments  to  Lady  Bunbury,  to  Sir  John 
and  Mr.  Cotton,  tho'  unknown. 

1290.        To  Doctor  Denne.  Ickworth  Park,  May  28,  1748, 

Revd.  Sir 

The  obliging  offer  you  made  me  in  your  letter  of 
the  26  of  March  last  of  assistance  in  procureing  for  me  a  new  lease  from  the 
Dean  &  Chapter  of  Rochester,  is  from  the  experience  I  hai^e  had  of  your 
integrity  and  friendship  too  inviting  to  let  me  think  of  any  other  hand  to 
transact  it  by  than  your  own.  The  subsisting  one  I  have  taken  care  shall  be 
left  for  you  at  my  banker,  Mr.  Goslings,  to  give  you  as  little  trouble  as  may 
be  ;  and  when  ever  you  can  let  me  know  what  the  fine  is  which  I  am  to  pay 
for  renewing  and  the  fees  of  it,  together  with  what  will  be  due  for  the 
reserved  rent  at  Midsummer  next  shall  amount  to  in  the  whole,  I  will 
immediately  send  you  an  order  on  him  to  discharge  it.  I  make  no  doubt  of 
your  obtaining  for  me  the  same  terms  the  Dean  &  Chapter  treat  their  other 
tennants  with,  neighbours  fare  being  all  that  is  expected  or  desird  by.  Sir, 
your  obligd  friend  5z  faithfuU  servant,  Bristol. 

1291.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  May  28,  1748. 

Your  letter  which  I  just  now  receivd  gives  me  so' 
little  time  to  deliberate  upon  the  cheif  point  it  proposes,  as  to  your  bringing 
Miss  Aston  to  my  house  at  Bury,  together  with  the  dark  &  doubtfuU  manner 
in  which  you  state  the  motives  lor  your  doing  so,  are  (considering  the  ill 
terms  you  know  your  brother  Aston  and  I  are  upon)  so  perplexing,  that  I 
must  leave  the  whole  to  your  prudence,  to  determine  for  me  &  act  accord- 
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ingly.    As  I  am  to  see  you  soon,  I  shall  trouble  you  with  nothing  more  now. 
P.S. — I  suppose  you  know  the  races  are  to  begin  at  Bury  on  Thursday  next. 

1292.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  June  11,  1748. 

I  once  intended  to  have  respited  my  thanks  to  you 
for  ye  book  you  sent  me  by  Mrs.  Hervey  till  I  could  at  the  same  time  have 
given  you  my  opinion  of  it ;  but  as  there  is  nobody  here  who  can  do  it 
justice  in  the  reading  it  over  to  me,  and  as  my  ears  have  of  late  been  unused 
to  the  sound  of  the  French  tongue,  and  as  I  have  sent  for  the  translation  of 
it,  I  could  no  longer  deferr  letting  you  know  how  well  I  take  every  mark  of 
your  endeavour  to  amuse  me  at  my  time  of  life,  when  very  few  things  can 
do  so. — I  have  been  several  times  to  see  the  alterations  in  ye  garden,  which, 
as  they  seem  to  please  you,  need  no  other  recommendation  to  have  the  same 
effect  on  me,  altho'  methinks  I  want  my  old  acquaintances  the  yews  about 
the  Canal,  which  I  used  to  think  had  a  very  good  effect. — This  day  Will 
Oliver  hath  made  an  end  of  measuring  all  the  timber  trees  in  the  three 
woods  which  I  have  purchased  of  Mr.  Grigby,  the  whole  number  whereof 
is  one  thousand,  six  hundred  &  ten,  &  the  contents  ot  the  timber  in  those 
trees  will  according  to  the  nearest  computation  that  can  be  now  made 
amount  to  seven  hundred  &  thirty  five  loads,  which  at  fifty  shillings  per 
load  will  come  to  ^  1837.. 10..0,  which  added  to  the  eleven  pounds  per  acre  for 
the  soil  will  make  together  very  near  two  thousand,  five  hundred  pounds,  for 
the  payment  whereof  at  or  about  Michaelmass  next  I  must  be  obliged  to 
sell  part  of  my  bank  stock.  In  the  meantime  you  will  do  well  to  enquire  of 
Mr.  Gosling  or  any  other  person  of  more  understanding  in  stock,  whether 
it  is  most  likely  it  will  rise  or  fall  between  this  &  then  ;  for  according  to 
that  I  shall  give  orders  to  sell  or  keep  till  that  time.  But  now  the  dye  is 
thrown  I  will  tell  you  that  not  one  penny  of  profit  can  be  expected  these 
twelve  years  at  the  soonest,  besides  the  yearly  expences  in  the  mean  time 
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of  the  land-tax,  Parish  rates,  wood  reeve's  wages,  repairing  the  fences  etc. ; 
but  as  long  as  you  are  so  very  well  pleased  with  the  whole,  that  circumstance 
alone  will  fully  answer  every  other  consideration  to  your  most  affectionate 
grandfather,  Bristol. 

1293.  To  Mrs.  Tookie.  Ick worth  Park,  June  19,  1748. 
Madam 

I  have  sent  Ward's  pill,  but  desire  it  may  be 
understood  to  be  under  this  express  condition,  that  it  be  not  administerd 
without  the  entire  approbation  of  Doctor  Kerridge,  who  I  hear  is  the  person 
that  attends  him,  and  that  he  finds  his  own  prescriptions  gain  no  ground  on 
Doctor  Tookie's  distemper,  towards  whose  recovery,  if  I  could  flatter  my 
self  with  having  been  any  way  instrumental,  as  he  is  a  person  for  whom  I 
have  had  a  just  value  ever  since  I  knew  him,  it  would  prove  a  most  sensible 
satisfaction  to  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1294.  To  the  Revd.  Dr.  Denne,  Prebendary  of  Rochester. 

Ickworth  Park,  June  27,  1748. 

I  have  without  loss  of  time  by  this  post  sent  an 
order  to  my  banker  Mr.  Gosling  to  pay  into  Messrs  Hoares  &  Co  the  sum  of 
_;^ 1 87. .6. .10,  with  directions  to  take  their  receipt  for  the  same  as  on  your 
account  &  according  to  your  desire.  This  may  serve  to  discharge  the  present 
debt,  but  how  to  acquit  my  self  of  the  obligation  I  owe  you  on  this  as  well 
as  on  former  occasions,  I  am  at  present  wholly  at  a  loss,  but  if  any  oppor- 
tunity shoud  ever  hereafter  offer  wherein  I  can  be  of  the  least  service  to 
you,  you  shall  find  it  will  be  laid  hold  of  with  the  greatest  chearfullness  & 
readyness  by  your  obliged  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — If  my  landlords  the  Dean  &  Chapter  continue  still  assembled,  I 
desire  you'd  return  them  my  compliments. 
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1295.        To  Mrs.  Archer.  Ickworth  Park,  Julj^  8,  1748. 

I  have  receivd  the  favour  of  your  Ladyship's 
letter  by  Mr,  Goodacre,  recommending  him  as  a  person  fitly  quallified  to 
succeed  Mr.  Read  in  the  stewardship  'of  my  Lincolnshire  estate,  in  the 
fixing  whereof  all  due  regards  will  be  had  to  your  commands  by,  Madam, 
your  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1296«        To  Lord  Tyrconnel.  Ickworth  Park,  July  8,  1748. 

As  the  fixing  of  a  steward  to  succeed  Mr.  Read 
is  an  affair  which  much  concerns  me,  I  must  beg  leave  to  take  some  time  to 
consider  thereof,  wherein  all  due  deference  shall  be  paid  to  your  Lordship's 
character  of  Mr.  Goodacre  by,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  & 
most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1297.        To  the  Revd.  Doctor  Denne. 

Ickworth  Park,  July  30,  1748. 

I  have  some  time  since  executed  the  counter-part 
of  the  lease  you  sent  me,  which  I  have  kept  by  me,  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  conveying  it  safe  to  your  hands,  such  small  parcels,  when  sent  by 
the  common  carrier,  being  apt  to  be  mislaid  or  lost ;  but  you  shall  not  fail 
of  receiving  it  as  soon  as  such  an  occasion  offers. — If  you  are  a  lover  of 
venison,  which  is  the  only  thing  this  place  affords  worth)'-  of  your  accept- 
ance, and  will  let  me  know  when  it  will  be  most  welcome,  I  shall  not  fail  of 
sending  some  to  you  by  the  Bury  flying-coach,  which  goes  in  one  day  to 
London  &  inns  at  the  Green  Dragon  in  Bishopsgate-street,  so  that  you  may 
have  it  sweet  for  eating. — I  never  knew  before  you  told  me  so  that  you  had 
a  son  at  Bennet  College,  and  that  my  grandson  Frederick  had  the  pleasure 
of  his  acquaintance,  which   I  will  now  take  care  shall  with  their  years  be 
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improved  into  such  a  friendship  as  I  hope  subsists  between  their  parents, 
and  which  shall  be  carried  on  with  all  the  good  offices  that  may  hereafter* 
come  within  the  power  of,  Sir,  your  faithfuU  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1298.        To   the   Right  Hon.    the  Earl    of   Clinton  at   Castle-Hill  in 
Devonshire. 

Ickworth  Park,  Aug.  15,  1748. 

I  was  in  treaty  with  another  person  before  I  re- 
ceivd  the  favour  of  your  Lordship's  letter,  otherwise  all  due  regard  would 
have  been  shewn  to  your  Lordship's  recommendation  of  Mr.  Tayler  by,  my 
Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1299<>        To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Walker  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

Ickworth  Park,  Aug.  17,  1748. 

The  messenger  who  brought  the  agreeable  present 
you  sent  me  saying  he  was  in  great  haste,  I  would  not  then  detain  him  to 
send  you  my  thanks  for  it,  which  was  so  perfect  in  its  kind,  that  if  the 
venison  should  not  prove  so  too,  it  would  not  answer  the  intention  of,  Sir, 
your  friend  6c  servant,  Bristol. 

1300-        To  the  Revd.  Mr.  Eyton  Butts. 

Ickworth  Park,  Aug.  26,  1748. 

I  have  sent  a  servant  of  mine  to  inspect  the 
condition  of  your  copy-hold  estate  in  Hargrave,  who  tells  me  not  only  (as 
you  did)  that  the  house  and  buildings  belonging  to  it  are  very  much  out  of 
repair,  but  also  that  the  lands  have  been  so  driven  &  consequently  much 
impoverishd  by  taking  five  or  six  crops  together  without  giving  them  a 
summer  tilth,  that  it  will  require  a  considerable  time  to  bring  them  into 
order  again.    This  being  its  state,  if  you  will  set  a  suitable  price  upon  it. 
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allowing  for  the  chief  rent  it  pays  me  as  lord  of  the  mannor,  and  that  I 
should  take  it  as  it  is,  I  will  without  delay  send  you  the  final  resolution  of, 
Sir,  your  servant,  Bristol. 

1301.  To  my  grandson  Frederick  at  Nursling*  near  Romsey,  Hants. 

Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  16,  1748. 

The  several  performances  you  have  lately  sent 
me  in  verse  and  prose  sufficiently  shew  you  are  blessd  with  such  uncommon 
talents  that  you  can  excell  in  either. 

Nor  is  this  wrought  in  you  by  time  or  growth ; 
Your  genius  hath  anticipated  both. 

Yet  as  you  are  destind  for  the  study  of  the  law,  I  woud  have  you  apply 
your  self  chiefly  to  that  most  useful  science,  and  to  such  other  branches  of 
knowledge  that  may  serve  as  auxilaries  to  render  you  a  second  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Coke.  This  I  would  have  told  you  sooner,  had  I  not  been 
prevented  by  a  very  great  cold  I  took  at  the  time  I  should  have  done  so, 
and  also  have  let  you  know  that  as  soon  as  my  house  had  any  room  to 
receive  you  (which  it  now  hath),  you  would  be  welcome  to  your  most 
affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol, 

P.S,     Make  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Morris.* 

1302.  To  Mrs.  Phipps.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  19,  1748. 

Madam 

Lady  Hervey  must  do  me  the  justice  to  own  that 
as  often  as  she  mentioned  your  coming  hither,  I  as  constantly  disswaded  it, 
foreseeing  the  many  inconveniences  you  woud  necessarily  undergo  from  the 

*  The  Rev.  Edmund  Morris,  Rector  of  Nutshalling  or  Nursling,  was  tutor  to  Lady  Hervey 's  s«ns. 
Her  letters  to  him  were  published  in  1S2S. — S.H.A.H, 
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incapacity  of  my  poor  cottage  to  receive  you  as  I  ought  ;  but  since  you 
ventured  upon  it  at  all  hazards,  and  that  it  proved  so  successfuU  to  you  in 
the  event,  it  of  course  gave  great  satisfaction  to  your  affectionate  grand- 
father, Bristol. 

1303.  To  Mr.  Phipps.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  19,  1748. 

Sir 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  letting  me  know  you  all 

got  well  to  London,  and  more  so  for  allowing  that  this  place,  such  as  it  is, 

could   yeild   you   any  pleasure   or   entertainment  in  return  for  that  your 

company  when  here  gave  to,  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

P.S. — I  find  your  son  hath  so  much  wit  that  he  will  soon  of  course  forget 

me ;  however,  my  blessing  shall  always  attend  him. 

1304.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  ig,  1748. 
My  Lord 

Mr.  Grigby  having  sent  me  the  abstract  of  his 
title  to  the  estate  I  have  purchased  a  part  of  but  on  Wednesday  last,  &  my 
councel  Sir  Samuel  Prime  not  being  at  Bury,  I  have  been  obliged  to  send  it 
to  Councellor  Luck  [at  KennetJ  for  his  perusal,  as  the  best  and  honestest 
lawyer  we  have  now  in  all  these  parts,  who,  if  he  make  all  the  dispatch 
possible,  can  hardly  give  his  opinion  upon  that,  and  also  make  a  draft  of  the 
conveyance  which  is  to  pass  between  Mr.  Grigby  and  myself,  by  this  and 
Michaelmass,  the  day  at  first  appointed  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
money,  of  which  when  ever  finally  settled,  your  Lordship  shall  not  fail  of 
due  notice  as  you  desire  from  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

1305.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  24,  1748. 

I  have  with  some  difficulty  procured  an  authentick 
account  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset's  real  condition,  but  under  this  express 
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injunction,  that  I  would  not  let  fall  the  most  distant  hint  from  whence  I  had 
it;  viz.  "his  Grace  continued  on  the  i8th  instant  still  indisposed,  and  was 
"  rather  worse  when  they  last  wrote  to  me  than  he  had  been  for  some  time, 
''but  I  believe  does  not  keep  his  bed.  They  mention  his  having  the  gout 
*'  in  his  feet,  which  breaks  his  rest,  and  also  attended  with  a  very  bad 
"cough.  His  stomach  still  continues  very  weak  and  will  hardly  bear  asses 
*'  milk,  which  has  been  his  chief  support  for  some  time  past  with  some  little 
"chicken  broth,  and  perhaps  may  eat  a  little  bit  of  chicken,  but  not  as 
"  much  as  amounts  to  an  egg  at  a  time,  etc." — This  may  in  some  measure 
account  for  what  hath  passd,  whereupon  I  shall  not  at  present  farther 
enlarge  than  to  tell  you  I  dare  assure  you  my  account  of  him  is  a  more 
exact  one  than  that  which  I  this  moment  received  from  you  concerning  him, 
which  I  thank  you  for,  it  being  full  of  other  particulars  which  are  always 
welcome  to  us  poor  villagers  who  hear  but  little  from  other  hands,  so  very 

little  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  construe  Mr.  O s  behaviour  towards  you  at 

the  play,  tho'  I  want  no  expositor  to  understand  why  so  just  and  prudent  a 
silence  was  observed  on  your  part. 

1306.         To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  26,  1748. 

Sir  Samuel  Prime  being  married  and,  as  is  said, 
gone  to  France  with  his  bride,  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  lay  the  title  of 
Whepsted,  which  is  purchased  by  Mr.  Grigby,  before  Councellor  Luck  for 
his  perusal,  who  hath  examined  and  approved  thereof,  and  hath  also  drawn 
the  drafts  of  such  conveyances  as  will  be  propper  to  pass  between  me  and 
Mr.  Grigby  for  the  three  woods  I  have  bought  of  him.  Mr.  Grigby  will  be 
in  Town  on  Friday  next,  &  I  desire  you  will  give  your  order  to  Mr.  Gosling 
on  Saturday  for  the  payment  of  ^2445,  which  the  purchase  of  West  wood, 
Newel  wood  and  the  Hall  grove,  together  with  the  oak  timber  growing  in 
.them,   amounts  to,  towards  which  1  desire  you  would  pay  in  the  eight 
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hundred  guineas  you  carried  from  hence  to  Mr.  Gosling,  taking  his  note  for 
the  same ;  and  in  case  this  sum  together  with  the  moneys  which  will  then 
be  in  his  hands  shall  not  be  sufficient  with  the  five  or  six  hundred  pounds  I 
wrote  to  Mr.  Gosling  he  or  his  friends  would  advance  to  make  up  the  said 
sum  of  ^2445,  then  I  would  have  you  dispose  of  so  much  bank  stock  as  will 
do  it  without  troubling  Mr.  Gosling  or  his  friend  for  the  residue.  I  expected 
above  eight  hundred  pounds  to  be  paid  by  one  Willerton,  who  Read  my 
late  steward  hath  made  his  executor  ;  but  whether  that  promise  hath  been 
performd  I  have  not  yet  heard  from  Will  Oliver,  who  was  to  receive  it.  At 
the  same  time  you  pay  the  money  to  Mr.  Grigby,  he  must  deliver  the  last 
mentiond  deeds  duly  executed  into  your  hands,  which  I  desire  you  would 
keep  untill  we  meet.  If  you  find  this  gives  you  too  much  trouble,  remember 
who  you  are  to  thank  for  it. — Lest  my  letter  which  I  sent  by  the  post  on 
Monday  last  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  should  miscarry,  I  send  you  this 
coppy  of  it  by  Mr.  Grigby. 

1307.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth,  Oct.  i,  1748. 

You  have  acted  so  very  prudently  on  occasion  of 
the  late  transaction  concerning  the  payment  of  the  money  stipulated  for 
with  Mr.  Grigby,  that  I  think  I  may  safely  depend  on  your  judgement  in  all 
future  ones.  I  send  you  the  enclosd  coppy  of  Willerton's  letter,  that  you 
may  see  to  whom  the  failure  of  the  whole  sum  is  imputable.  I  cannot  but 
say  his  case  is  hard  enough,  yet  not  comparable  to  my  own  in  having  so 
great  a  rogue  for  my  late  steward,  who  in  so  small  a  time  had  converted  so 
great  a  sum  to  the  carrying  on  his  own  affairs  to  the  prejudice  of  mine.  I 
thought  I  had  taken  all  due  caution  against  any  more  frauds  before  I  took 
Read  into  my  stewardship,  but  the  world  is  grown  so  universally  knavish 
&  wicked  that  nothing  can  serve  to  protect  the  honest  &  innocent  from 
modern  contrivances,  who  seem  to  have  no  art  remaining  amongst  them  but 
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that  of  deceiving.  I  hope  Messrs  Gosling  &  Bennet  will  be  thoroughly  easy 
in  what  security  they  woud  have  from  you  or  me  for  the  money  they  are  to 
advance  for  the  short  time  I  hope  it  will  be  before  they  will  have  it  again 
in  their  power  to  pay  themselves  with  legal  interest.  However,  rather  than 
to  have  you  suffer  any  inconvenience  in  your  own  affairs,  I  had  much  rather 
postpone  the  payment  of  what  I  am  to  borrow  than  you  should  want  it  in 
the  mean  time. 

1308*        To  Mr,  Willerton  at  Hough  near  Grantham,  Lincolnshire. 

Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  7,  1748. 

I  cannot  but  wonder  that  you  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  case  (which  I  believe  is  without  a  precedent],  that  a 
steward  who  had  been  so  few  years  imployd  by  me  in  so  great  a  trust  should 
have  shewn  himself  every  way  so  unworthy  of  it  as  to  have  made  use  of 
eight  or  nine  hundred  pounds  which  he  had  actually  receivd  of  my  tennants, 
who  instead  of  paying  it  to  my  bankers  surreptitiously  imployd  it  in 
carrying  on  a  malting  trade,  (which  I  was  kept  a  stranger  to  or  otherv/ise 
w^oud  have  discharged  him  imediately  from  my  service,)  and  also  to  clear 
off  incumbrances  lying  upon  his  own  estate,  circumstances  so  very  heinous 
&  unpardonable  as  justly  provokd  me  to  give  those  orders  I  sent  to  put 
the  security  given  in  suit ;  but  as  Mr.  Clark  his  surety  and  you  his 
executor  seem  to  have  had  no  share  in  his  crime,  I  am  willing  to  respite 
lor  some  farther  time  the  exercise  of  that  power  the  law  hath  put  into  my 
hands,  on  condition  that  you  and  his  executors  (for  I  understand  he  is 
dead)  will  make  me  such  fair  and  reasonable  proposals  as  will  satisfie  me 
that  the  whole  shall  be  discharged  in  a  short  &  certain  time  without 
any  ferhaps^  a  word  I  think  you  ought  not  to  have  made  u?e  ot  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  interest  of  the  money  is  so  inconsiderable  compard 
with  the  great  inconveniency  I  sufferd  in  its  not  being  paid   at  the  time  it 
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ought,  besides  the  discredit  it  occasiond  in  obliging  me  to  borrow  the  sum  I 
wanted  to  make  it  good,  made  my  resentment  the  greater,  &  which  few 
men  beside  myself  would  have  sufFerd  to  cool  in  the  manner  &  to  the 
degree  you  see  it  hath  done  in  me.     Bristol. 

P.S. — As  you  live  near  Mr.  Calcraft  you  may  shew  him  this,  least  ye 
letter  I  wrote  to  him  to  stay  proceedings  for  the  present  should  have  mis- 
carried. 

1309.        To  Mr,  Willerton.  Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  22,  1748. 

Yours  of  the  14th  instant  I  have  received,  which 
instead  of  finding  your  promise  to  pay  the  money  due  to  me  fixt  to  a  short 
&  certain  day,  as  I  desird,  is  at  last  expressd  in  such  loose  &  uncertain 
terms  as  if  you  still  hopd  for  farther  favour  than  Christmas  next ;  but  I 
would  not  have  you  deceive  your  self,  for  unless  the  whole  be  discharged 
at  or  before  that  time,  you  shall  have  reason  to  repent  it.     Bristol. 

P.S. — I  need  not  remind  you  of  a  known  axiom  in  your  profession,  viz 
Vulnus  iteratum  tardius  sanatur. 

1310-         To  Mr.  Calcroft  at  Grantham. 

Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  5,  1748. 

Above  is  the  coppy  of  a  letter  I  receivd  this 
morning,  whereto  I  must  desire  the  favour  of  you  to  enable  me  to  make  a 
propper  answer  by  letting  me  know  (if  you  can)  what  the  scheme  is  which 
is  therein  mentiond,  &  who  Forster  is,  which  when  I  know  I  will  give  such 
an  answer  to  as  the  case  shall  require ;  in  the  mean  time,  altho'  I  woud  do 
much  to  oblige  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  yet  I  perswade  myself  he  does  not 
expect  I  should  do  what  this  letter  requires  without  knowing  what  the 
scheme  etc  is  to  which  my  consent  &  approbation  is  desird.  I  am  yours  etc. 
Bristol. 
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1311-        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  28,  1748. 

I  must  in  the  first  place  congratulate  you  upon 
Mrs.  Hervey's  being  safely  arrivd  at  London  together  with  the  rest  of  your 
valuable  cargoe.  In  answer  to  your  first  application  in  favour  of  my  Revd 
Chaplain  Mr.  Ray,  his  father  and  brother  have  set  us  quite  at  ease,  for 
they  meeting  with  Goodall  in  Bury  market  last  Wednesday,  came  to  him 
telling  him  that  as  they  heard  I  intended  to  bestow  Shottely  living*  on 
your  brother  Charles,  and  as  the  difference  between  Ickworth  &  Chedburgh 
and  the  preferment  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ray  must  resign  to  accept  them 
would  not  be  more  than  ten  pounds  per  annum,  which  would  not  more  than 
ballance  with  the  expences  that  would  attend  the  exchange,  they  would 
•give  me  no  farther  trouble  on  his  behalf,  but  leave  me  at  liberty  to  dispose 
of  my  said  livings  as  I  should  think  fit.  And  as  to  the  other,  Mr.  Barker 
desiring  Ickworth  only,  and  as  I  coud  not  seperate  it  from  Chedburgh,  I 
•sent  him  word  yesterday  by  Will  Oliver  that  as  he  had  formerly  refused  to 
accept  of  Wordwell,  which  was  of  equal  value  with  Ickworth  (they  being 
forty  pounds  per  annum  each),  I  was  very  sorry  I  coud  not  possibly  part 
Ickworth  from  Chedburgh  for  his  accomodation ;  and  so  have  determined 
to  bestow  both  on  my  domestick  Chaplain  Mr.  Knowles,  which  every  body 
must  approve  of,  as  he  is  not  only  a  very  sober  but  uncommonly  learned 
for  his  age,  which  is  more  than  I  can  say  of  the  two  other  candidates, 
whose  friends  I  shall  not  fail  to  acquaint  with  the  warmth  of  your  solici- 
tations on  their  behalf. — I  have  receivd  a  bill  of  above  six  pounds  from 
Christopher  the  carpenter,  which  seems  to  me  so  exorbitant  for  two  doors, 
that  unless  you  agreed  for  them  at  the  rate  he  charges,  I  shall  not  pay  him 
untill  I  hear  farther  from  you. 


*  Henry  Hervey  (Aston),  Rector  of  Shotley,  had  just  finished  his  wild  career,  dying  on  Nov.   i6, 
1748.— S.H.A.H. 
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1312.  To  Mr.  Samuel  Forster,  Attorney  at  law  in  ^Grantham, 

Lincolnshire. 

Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  28,  1748. 

You  should  not  have  waited  thus  long  for  an 
answer  had  you  (as  I  think  you  should)  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  instrument  to 
which  you  desird  my  consent  &  subscription,  which  having  obtaind  by 
Mr.  Calcraft,  I  must  own  to  you  woud  lay  me  under  so  indefinite  an  obliga- 
tion to  make  good  whatever  expenses  should  acrue  thereby,  that  I  cannot 
bring  my  self  to  consent  to  what  you  desire.     Yours,  Bristol. 

1313.  To  Mr,  Knowles,  the  father,  at  Ely. 

Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  12,  1748. 

The  accident  which  hath  lately  hapned  in  my 
family*  prevented  me  from  telling  you  sooner  that  the  uncommon  learning, 
sobriety,  and  other  valuable  qualifications  of  your  son  have  encouraged  me 
to  do  those  favours  which  I  have  shewn  him,  making  no  doubt  of  his 
diserving  them,  which  will  prove  a  sensible  satisfaction  to  his  and  your 
wellwisher,  Bristol. 

1314.  To  Mr.  Forster,  Attorney  at  law  in  Grantham,  Lincolnshire. 

Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  12,  1748, 

The  failure  of  not  having  punctually  performd  a 
past  promise  is  but  a  very  discourageing  sort  of  circumstance  to  induce  me 
to  accept  of  a  second  from  the  same  person.  However,  to  shew  that  I  am 
very  far  from  desiring  to  distress  the  innocent  part  of  that  very  guilty  agent 
Read's  family,  when  I  hear  that  the  four  hundred  pounds  which  you  say  is 
ready  shall  be  paid  into  my  bankers  Messrs  Gosling  and  Bennet,  I  shall  be 
contented  to  wait  till  Ladyday  next  for  the  residue,  being^265..ii..2,  altho' 

*  The  death  of  Henry  Hervey  Aston.— S.H.A.H. 
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all  circumstances  considerd  a  most  unreasonable  request  to  be  complyd  with 
by  me.     Bristol. 

The  above  letter  was  not  sent^  but  I  orderd  Will  Oliver  to  write  one^  a  copy 
whereof  is  as  follows. 

1315.  To  Mr,  Samuel  Forster  at  Grantham. 

Ickworth,  Dec.  13,  1748. 

My  Lord  Bristol  have  commanded  me  to  acquaint 
you  that  the  failure  in  not  having  punctually  performd  a  past  promise  is  but 
a  very  discouraging  sort  of  circumstance  to  induce  him  to  accept  of  a  second 
from  the  same  person  ;  however,  to  shew  that  his  Lordship  is  very  far  from 
desiring  to  distress  the  innocent  part  of  that  very  guilty  agent  Read's 
family,  when  he  hears  the  four  hundred  pounds  which  you  say  is  ready 
shall  be  paid  in  to  his  Bankers  Messrs  Gosling  &  Bennet,  you  shall  hear 
further  from  his  Lordship.     I  am  your  humble  servant,  Wm  Oliver. 

1316.  To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  24,  1748. 

The  daily  decay  I  sensibly  perceive  in  the  two 
most  necessary  senses,  my  hearing  &  seeing,  joined  to  the  deplorable  pass 
our  national  affairs  are  come  to,  exceeding  even  the  dismal  prospect  foretold 
by  unheeded  Jacob,  make  me  incurious  about  most  things,  were  it  not  to  tell 
you  how  very  happy  you  have  made  Mrs.  Williams  by  the  charming  (as  she 
calls  it)  ring  you  fancied  for  her,  the  cost  of  which  I  desire  you  will  let  me 
know,  that  I  may  order  your  reimbursment  with  thanks. — I  desire  you 
would  not  fail,  whenever  you  write  to  my  cousen  Duncombe,  to  let  her 
know  that  as  long  as  I  live  she  will  find  in  me  so  true  a  friend  as  well  as 
relation  (there  being  such  as  stick  closer  than  a  brother),  that  if  she  will 
favour  me  with  the  knowledge  of  any  thing  in  my  power  whereby  I  could 
contribute  to  her  ease   and   happyness,  I   should   reckon    it  as   no  small 
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addition  to  my  own  in  being  any  ways  instrumental  in  bringing  it  to 
pass. — It  hath  given  me  great  ease,  because  I  know  that  it  will  give  you 
more,  that  Mrs.  Hervey  (to  whom  my  compliments)  hath  at  last  been 
persuaded  to  take  that  wise  and  salutary  resolution  as  to  her  next  lying-in, 
wherein  I  hope  she  proceeds  with  all  the  promising  symptoms  of  success, 
which  for  all  our  sakes  is  piously  prayed  for  by  your  most  affectionate 
father,  Bristol. 

P.S. — Goodall  wants  to  have  Bassnet's  bill  &  receipt  returnd,  that  he 
may  charge  it  in  his  account. 

1317.  To  Mr.  Mure.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  7,  1748/9. 

As  what  I  have  already  done  in  the  affair  you 
mention  was  purely  to  accommodate  and  oblige  a  neighbour,  you  may  fill 
up  the  blank  in  the  deed  of  purchase  with  whatever  sum  you  think  reason- 
able between  us,  which  shall  satisfie  your  servant,  Bristol. 

1318.  To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  11,  1748/9. 

As  I  have  always  entertaind  a  constant  good 
opinion  of  Mrs.  Duncombe's  principals  and  moral  sentiments,  thinking 
them  at  least  as  nearly  related  to  my  own  as  we  stand  in  consanguinity  to 
each  other,  I  should  feel  a  great  pleasure  in  doing  any  thing  for  her  that  I 
could  tell  my  self  would  make  her  easier  in  her  present  circumstances  ;  but 
as  the  state  of  my  own  by  the  several  obligations  I  have  already  upon  me 
to  fulfill  will  not  admit  of  many  more,  I  should  be  glad  if  you  could  let  me 
know  what  the  true  state  of  her  affairs  are,  and  what  more  is  wanting  to 
bring  them  within  the  compass  of  her  reasonable  desires.  You  may  put 
your  self  and  her  at  perfect  ease  as  to  what  you  shall  write  to  me,  for  no 
eyes  ever  behold  what  comes  to  me  in  that  way  but  belong  to  a  body  that  I 
have  already  trusted,  and  find  ever}'  day  so  worthy  of  such  a  trust  as  to 
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make  me  the  less  lament  the  decay  of  my  sight.     Mrs.  D— 's  letter  to  you 
(which  I  here  return  you)  seems  to  me  a  little  too  puntilious,  considering  the 
openness  and  (if  I  may  so  call  it)  kindness  of  the  overture  I  made  her  ;  but 
as  I  have  been  accustomed  to  many  such  returns,  it  shall  not  at  all  alter  the 
disposition  of  my  mind  towards  her.     Is  it  quite  impossible  to  know  the 
true  reason  how  her  wronghearted  as  well  as  wrongheaded  brother  could 
die,  &  leave  his  whole  estate  to  a  widow  who  had  not  been  long  his  wife,  to 
the  total  exclusion  of  an  only  sister,  who  he  could  not  but  know  was  left  in 
a    very   streight   condition  ?     One  other  point  I  coud  wish  to   be  further 
enlightned  in,  which  is  whether  she  has  purchased  an  annuity  for  her  life 
with  the  portion  left  her  by  her  honest  father,  who  I  loved  &  valued  ;  for  by 
doing  so  she  might  have  made  her  self  much  more  at  ease ;  and  as  she  hath 
no  body  to  leave  behind  her  who  ought  to  be  considered  more  than  her  self, 
it  is  my  opinion,  if  she  hath  not  already  done  so,  that  she  yet  ought  to  buy 
one  which  would  double  her  present  revenue.    All  this  is  said,  not  to  excuse 
any  contribution  may  be  found  necessary  on  my  part  in  any  fitting  pro- 
portion.— I  congratulate  you  upon  your  master's  good  luck  on  Twelth  night, 
having  formerly  known   that  servants  then   in  waiting  on  such  occasions 
have  been  admitted  to  go  shares  with  the  Sultana  Queen  ;   but  lest  this 
laudable  custom  should  with  all  other  good  ones  be  laid  aside,  I  send  you 
an  order  on  my  banker  to  reimburse  you  for  Mrs.  Williams  her  ring. — My 
answers  to  your  questions  concerning  mourning  &  notes  of  hand  are  left 
intirely  to  your  own  discretion. 

1319.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  19,  1748/9. 

Your  having  been  the  instrument  of  reviving  a 
correspondence  between  two  friends  and  relations,  who  it  seems  always 
preserved  some  value  for  each  other,  (the  interuption  of  which  I  cannot 
charge  my  self  with  having  given  the  least  occasion  to,)  intitles  you  to  tb© 


376  LETTER-BOOKS     OF    JOHN     HERVEY, 

communication  of  what  passeth  between  us.  I  therefore  send  you  the 
inclosd  coppy  of  Mrs.  Buncombe's  letter,  which  as  it  doth  not  at  all  en- 
lighten me  as  to  the  two  principal  points  mentioned  in  my  last,  whereon  I 
must  ground  my  answer  to  her,  I  desire  as  soon  as  you  are  able  that  you 
will  let  me  know  what  may  be  wanting  to  enable  her  to  live  at  more  ease 
where  she  is,  that,  as  I  perceive,  being  the  chief  article  on  which  she  seems 
to  think  her  happiness  depends. — I  hope  Mrs.  Hervey  proceeds  prosperously 
in  her  pregnancy  according  to  the  daily  devout  prayers  of  hers  and  your 
most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1320.        To  Mr.  Willerton.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  20,  1748/9. 

I  do  not  at  all  wonder  that  the  man  who  could 
endeavour  to  persvvade  my  agent  to  make  an  allowance  of  wages  farther 
than  to  your  honest  father  Read's  death,  should  attempt  to  cheat  me  of  a 
years  salary  more  than  was  due  to  him  whilst  he  lived.  But  since  I  plainly 
perceive  by  your  last  letter  that  you  are  so  unworthy  of  the  favour  I  have 
already  shewn  you,  I  am  determined  to  insist  upon  whatever  the  law  will 
give  me,  and  particularly  on  the  article  of  fifty  seven  pounds,  ten  shillings, 
over  allowd  in  the  account  of  your  honest  father's  salary^  whose  timely 
death  I  must  always  with  gratitude  acknowledge  as  the  most  seasonable 
providence  that  ever  hapned  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  me  and  my  family, 
which,  if  he  had  had  longer  time  given  him  to  compleat  his  corrupt  schemes 
in,  must  inevitably  have  hapned,  and  whose  veracity  must  have  been  of  a 
peice  with  his  other  moral  qualities,  if  ever  he  told  you  (as  you  affirm)  that 
I  had  acknowledged  the  merit  of  his  services  had  been  doubly  charged^ 
therefore  hoped  he  woud  be  doubly  diligent,  which  if  ever  I  said  any  thing 
to  the  purport  thereof,  I  am  as  great  a  rogue  as  he  that  fathered  it  upon  me; 
neither  do  I  find  it  at  all  more  true  which  you  charge  Will  Oliver  with,  viz. 
that  he  had  destroyed  all  or  the  greatest  part  of  the  letters  I  wrote  to  your 
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father,  which  he  solemnly  affirms  to  be  an  absolute  falsehood,  they  being  all 
still  upon  the  file  that  ever  I  wrote,  and  how  Goodacre  could  tell  you  they 
were  destroyd,  when  not  one  of  them  hath  been  so,  is  what  he  must  &  shall 
answer  for. — Altho'  there  needs  no  farther  evidence  of  your  father  Read's 
corrupt  stewardship,  yet  I  cannot  help  sending  you  the  coppy  of  poor 
Flinders's  letter,  which  affords  a  pregnant  pattern  and  confirmation  of  his 
iniquitous  practices,  which  I  shall  find  my  self  at  last  obligd  to  expose  to 
all  the  world  in  my  own  vindication.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  honest 
behaviour  of  your  mother  in  law  with  the  generous  part  Mr.  Clarke  had 
acted  when  alive,  I  should  never  have  been  prevaild  on  to  put  any  stop  to 
the  course  of  proceeding  I  had  once  resolved  on  ;  but  as  that  must  have 
proved  very  troublesome  to  the  innocent,  I  sent  orders  for  the  suspension  of 
them,  which  now  you  have  given  me  reason  to  repent  of,  and  which  I 
foresee  you  will  in  the  end  have  reason  to  do  more  so  than  my  self. — As  two 
of  the  assertions  containd  in  yours  of  the  nth  instant  could  be  most 
effectually  disproved  by  the  person  whom  they  most  concern,  I  here 
inclosed  have  sent  you  my  steward's  answer  in  flatt  contradiction  to  both 
of  them.     Bristol. 

1321.        To  my  cousin  Duncombe.     Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  23,  1748/9. 

Madam 

As  long  as  it  pleased  God  to  continue  to  me  the 
perfect  use  of  my  sight,  my  eyes  were  never  employd  more  agreeably  than 
in  reading  &  answering  your  entertaining  letters  ;  the  deprivation  whereof 
I  have  always  reckond  as  one  of  the  most  sensible  mortifications  that 
misfortune  hath  been  attended  with ;  but  as  you  have  been  so  very  good  to 
renew  a  correspondence,  that  would  never  have  been  interrupted  by  any 
other  failure  on  my  part  than  what  occasioned  it,  I  gladly  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  you  for  it,  and  to  assure  you  I  am  not  so  unworthy  a  branch 
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of  that  root  from  whence  we  both  sprung  as  not  to  have  loved  &  valued  you 
ever  since  our  first  acquaintance;  therefore  can  think  of  nothing  could 
better  please  me  now  than  your  furnishing  me  with  any  hint  whereby  I 
could  be  of  the  least  use  or  service  towards  your  present  &  future  ease  & 
contentment,  which  would  make  no  small  addition  to  his  own  happiness, 
who  is  with  great  truths  dear  cousin,  your  most  affectionate  faithfull  servant, 
Bristol. 

I  have  not  seen  my  daughter  Ann  in  so  good  spirits  of  late  as  she  hath 
been  ever  since  the  hearing  the  very  kind  postscript  in  your  letter,  which 
she  beggs  I  would  return  her  warmest  thanks  for. 

1322.        To  Mr.  Willerton.  Ickworth  Park,  Feb.  9,  1748/9. 

I  am  glad  for  your  sake  to  find  you  have  been  so 
well  advisd  as  to  give  up  a  point  you  could  not  with  the  least  colour  or 
reason  maintain,  as  to  the  ^57.. 10  overcharged  in  the  account  for  your 
honest  father  Reed's  wages  before  he  came  into  my  service,  which  I  was 
determined  never  to  admit  of,  and  was  very  sorry  to  find  you  could  make  so 
ungratefull  a  return  to  the  several  indulgences  I  had  thought  fit  to  shew  you 
in  the  payment  of  what  was  due  to  me  on  the  balance  of  your  account  as 
executor  to  your  father  in  law,  which  without  any  farther  excuse  or  delay  I 
shall  expect  the  whole  of  at  or  before  Ladyday  next,  which  if  you  should 
offer  to  make  any  further  hesitation  or  failure  in,  I  shall  take  the  advantage 
of  insisting  on  several  other  exceptionable  articles,  which  I  might  make  to 
the  account  as  it  now  stands.  This  I  have  thought  fit  to  advertise  you  of,. 
that  you  may  have  no  body  to  blame  but  your  self  for  what  may  follow. 
The  complaints  you  make  of  my  letters  to  your  father  having  been  secreted 
or  destroyd  by  Will  Oliver,  I  hope  you  have  by  this  time  been  fully  satisfied 
are  still  to  be  seen  in  Goodacre's  custody,  which  will  not  warrant  any  one 
assertion  made  by  your  father  Read,  for  I  do  upon  my  honour  aver  I  never 
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g-ave  him  any  the  least  hope  or  hint  of  any  such  kind  to  expect,  and  if  he 
ever  told  you  otherwise  it  was  of  a  peice  with  the  rest  of  his  blameable 
behaviour  towards  me. 

1323.        To  my  son  Felton.  Feb.  10,  1748/9. 

I  send  you  the  two  foregoing  coppies,  that  you 
may  see  what  little  light  I  have  hitherto  gaind  as  to  the  chief  point  aimd  at 
in  my  renewd  correspondence  with  Mrs.  Buncombe.  Had  I  known  what 
she  now  tells  me  of  her  unnatural  brother's  loss  of  memory  before  his  death, 
and  consequently  his  legal  inability  to  dispose  of  any  thing  by  will  or  any 
other  deed,  I  could  and  would  have  assisted  her  to  make  void  the  disposition 
of  his  estate  so  intirely  to  her  disadvantage,  the  bare  stating  of  whose  case 
would  carry  with  it  a  convincing  proof  of  his  not  being  compos  mentis  at 
the  time  he  disinherited  his  only  sister.  I  had  been  long  acquainted  with 
him,  and  knew  him  to  be  a  vain,  self  conceited,  empty  fellow,  but  never 
thought  him  capable  of  leaving  the  world  and  a  sister  in  it  destitute  (as  he 
knew)  of  means  to  subsist  according  to  her  birth  and  quality,  and  giving 
his  whole  estate  to  a  wife  of  no  family  or  fortune,  &  who  had  always  held 
matrimony  in  professd  ridicule.  What  I  am  farther  to  say  or  do  you  must 
instruct  me,  I  being  wholly  at  a  loss  how  to  proceed.  I  cannot  but  think 
her  a  little  too  nice  in  discovering  to  you  or  me  what  it  is  that  would  put 
her  at  ease,  wherein  she  hath  shewn  more  shyness  than  our  friendship 
towards  her  deserves.  I  know  not  what  the  true  state  of  her  heart  towards 
me  may  be,  but  you  may  assure  her  that  of  mine  towards  her  is  truly  cordial 
&  sincere,  &  therefore  justly  requires  a  more  friendly  openness  than  I  am 
treated  with.  As  I  shall  not  know  what  answer  to  give  her  last  letter  till  I 
hear  from  you,  I  hope  it  will  be  soon.  If  this  affair  should  give  you  more 
trouble  than  you  at  first  thought  woud  grow  out  of  it,  remember  your  reward 
will  be  the  consciousness  of  having  done  good  to  our  common  friend,  who 
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seems  to  want  and  deserve  it.  If  there  be  any  sensation  in  the  human  mind 
superior  to  this,  yours  must  have  been  in  the  full  fruition  of  it  ever  since 
Mrs»  Hervey  was  out  of  all  danger  from  her  feaver,  wherein  no  small  share 
hath  been  taken  by  her  and  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1324.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Feb.  22,  1748/9. 

lam  set  down  to  indite  an  answer  to  your  last  long 
letter  under  a  heavier  depression  of  spirits  than  I  almost  ever  felt,  my 
increasing  deafness  growing  upon  me  to  that  degree,  that  rather  than  give 
people  the  trouble  of  conversing  with  me,  I  think  the  most  reasonable  course 
I  can  take  for  the  future  will  be  to  shut  my  self  up,  &  spend  the  small 
remainder  of  my  time  to  come  wholly  in  redeeming  that  which  is  past.  But 
no  more  of  this  to  one  who  must  have  too  much  concern  of  his  own  to 
struggle  with  untill  that  great  point  be  settled  of  Mrs.  Hervey's  lying  in, 
whether  at  London  or  in  the  country,  in  the  determination  whereof  I  dare 
take  no  other  share  than  by  my  fervent  prayers  to  beseech  the  great  disposer 
of  all  things  that  it  may  terminate  in  her  safty. — Amidst  two  such  allaying 
&  allarming  circumstances  tis  comm.endation  enough  for  your  eloquence  to 
say  I  felt  no  small  comfort  from  your  victory  over  Sir  Richard  Lloyd  in  the 
conflict  between  ye  ;  but  untill  the  town  of  Bury  shall  find  it  expedient  to 
joyn  you  to  a  better  second  than  Lord  P(etersham),  I  foresee  their  injoyment 
of  your  conquest  will  not  be  long  lived. — You  have  given  so  unexpected  a 
turn  to  thearguirent  relating  to  Mrs  D(uncombe},  that  I  cannot,  must  not,  let 
it  pass  without  endeavouring  to  set  it  right  in  justice  to  the  memory  of  the 
worthiest  man  I  ever  knew.  The  case  is  reduceable  to  this  dilemna  ;  either 
he  was  or  was  not  happy  in  her  favour.  If  the  former,  sure  their  time  must 
have  been  better  spent  than  in  her  complaining  of  any  want  but  of  more 
assurances  of  his  passion.  If  the  latter,  could  he  possibly  have  the  least 
suspicion  that  an  only  brother  could  prove  so  unnatural  as  at  his  death  to 
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leave  an  only  sister  nothing,  supposing  she  wanted  any  addition  to  her 
fortune  to  make  her  easy  ?  I  am  necessitated  therefore  to  conclude  that  he 
never  was  obliged  to  her  in  the  manner  the  world  supposes,  or  that  some 
amantium  irse  had  arisen  between  them  by  some  unpardonable  trip  on  her 
side  ;  and  if  so,  I  only  know  by  my  self  I  could  never  have  borne  so  dis- 
paraging a  corrival.  But  be  this  as  it  will,  I  cannot  at  present  enter  any 
farther  towards  her  relief  till  you  have  first  made  her  more  explicit  in  what 
is  wanting  to  set  her  at  ease,  which  I  impower  you  to  assure  her,  you  are 
sure  would  be  most  readily  performd  on  the  part  of  your  most  affectionate 
father,  Bristol. 

P.S. — The  .Ethiopian  labours  you  have  been  taking  to  make  a  safe 
condition  between  our  civil  and  military  constitutions  must  end  here  as  it 
has  done  in  all  other  countries,  in  the  total  distruction  of  liberty. 

1325.        To  Mr.  Thomas  Peach  at  Harborow,  Leicestershire. 

Ickworth  Park,  Feb.  28,  1748/9. 

I  have  taken  advice  upon  what  you  write  me 
concerning  your  title  to  a  moitie  of  the  Staffordshire  estate,  wherein  you  say 
you  presume  it  may  suffice  for  the  present  to  inform  me  that  your  claim 
arises  under  Lord  Griffin's  will  &  your  purchasing  from  the  residuary  devisee; 
and  tis  their  opinion  it  will  not  be  safe  or  prudent  for  me  to  give  directions 
or  join  in  any  act,  untill  you  have  first  shewn  and  satisfied  me  that  you  have 
an  indisputable  title  in  you  to  warrant  my  so  doing  ;  and  altho'  I  am  as 
sensible  of  the  disadvantageous  circumstances  the  estate  is  in  as  you  can  be, 
yet  all  things  must  stand  as  they  do  till  you  shall  think  fit  to  make  it  fully 
appear  that  ye  said  estate  is  legally  and  indefeazably  vested  in  you.  Yours 
etc*  Bristol. 
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1326.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  March  8,  1748/9. 

As  the  consideration  of  Mrs.  Hervey's  safety  is  of 
far  greater  consequence  to  us  all  than  every  other  article  in  your  letters,  I 
no  sooner  heard  them  read  but  immediately  dispatchd  away  Mrs.  Williams 
to  desire  Mrs.  Symonds  would  make  the  enquiry  you  desire  of  Lady  Gage 
concerning  Malfalgueret,*  (the  result  whereof  she  will  acquaint  you  with,) 
and  afterwards  to  know  of  him.  whether  he  was  under  any  ingagements  to 
persons  living  out  of  Bury  at  or  about  the  time  you  mention,  &  if  he  was 
willing  to  make  the  promises  you  insist  on,  which  she  tells  me  he  readily 
came  into  ;  and  as  you  are  desirous  to  know  every  thing  relating  to  him,  I 
think  I  ought  to  tell  you  that  Lady  Hervey  and  Mrs.  Phipps  were  both  well 
pleased  with  the  part  he  acted  in  Mrs.  Phipps  her  labour.  I  beg  whatever 
I  have  said  may  have  no  share  in  Mrs.  Hervey's  determination,  but  in  case 
they  should  at  last  centre  in  her  laying  in  at  Bury,  if  you  will  send  your 
directions  to  Mrs.  Mary  Williams  what  she  would  have  done  there  ne- 
cessary for  her  reception,  and  she  shall  see  them  punctually  performd. 
Were  my  mind  at  full  ease  as  to  this  momentous  affair,  I  could  methinks 
for  a  time  forget  the  misfortune  of  my  deafness,  which  I  thank  God  is  not 
yet  so  great  but  that,  tho'  with  difficulty,  I  heard  your  learned  and  elaborate 
speech  read,  to  tell  you  how  much  pleasure  I  took  in  finding  what  a  sup- 
eriority you  shewd  in  the  debate  over  Sir  Richard  Lloyd,  even  in  his  own 
profession,  in  defence  of  the  Bury  franchisses,  tho'  bred  no  lawyer,  which  I 
have  often  regretted  you  was  not.  I  intend  to  get  it  transcribd,  in  order 
with  your  leave  to  show  it  to  our  Bury  friends,  that  they  may  see  how 
intirely  it  is  owing  to  you  that  they  were  not  at  once  stript  of  all  their 
liberties  and  the  advantages  depending  thereon,  whilst  their  new  friend  (of 
whom  I  give  them  joy)  sat  wholly  unconcerned. — As  to  Mrs.  D  (uncombe) 
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the  best  expedient  that  I  at  last  can  think  of  to  relieve  any  present  wants 
that  may  press  hardest  upon  her,  will  be  for  me  to  lodge  fifty  pounds  in 
your  hands,  which  she  may  draw  upon  you  for  as  her  occasions  shall 
require,  which  you  may  tell  her  is  done  by  one  who  should  have  reckond 
himself  indebted  to  her  in  a  larger  sum  from  the  death  of  her  brother, 
could  he  have  supposed  or  imagined  she  had  been  left  in  no  better  cir- 
cumstances by  him.  This  method  I  have  chosen,  as  twill  make  it  needless 
for  her  to  make  any  more  acknowledgements  about  it  than  I  either  care 
for  or  shall  expect,  which  I  would  have  you  let  her  know  is  most  sincerely 
desired  by  me.  If  you  can  put  me  into  no  better  way  than  this,  let  me 
know  so,  and  I  will  send  you  a  bill  for  the  money  upon  my  banker. 

1327.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  March  15,  1748/9. 

Lady  Hervey  having  been  so  obliging  as  to  make 
me  a  voluntary  offer  of  her  pen  whenever  any  thing  occurrd  in  the  course  of 
our  correspondence  which  might  require  it,  yet  as  I  knew  she  hath  but  little 
time  to  spare  from  answering  her  own  letters,  I  intend  never  to  trouble  her 
but  in  cases  of  necessity  ;  and  as  I  have  nothing  at  present  to  tell  you  but 
what  relates  to  our  common  affairs,  I  shall  now  send  them  and  all  such 
hereafter  by  my  former  conveyance.  As  I  shall  be  altogether  ignorant  of 
the  state  of  my  finances  untill  I  receive  my  annual  account  made  up  to 
Ladyday  next  by  my  banker,  I  can  make  no  guess  at  the  ballance  which 
may  turn  out  at  that  time  in  my  favour,  but  expect  that  vVillerton,  Read's 
son  in  law,  will  at  or  before  that  time  make  good  his  solemn  ingagemerit  to 
me  of  paying  the  ballance  of  his  account  as  his  executor,  being  upwards  of 
three  hundred  pounds,  which  I  hope  will  furnish  more  than  money  sufficient 
to  discharge  all  that  is  due  to  you  on  account  of  interest  money  and  your 
own  allowance. — You  seem  satisfied  with  your  share  of  the  expence  of  the 
party  wall,  but  I  could  not  have  conceived  it  would  have  cost  you  near  so 
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much  as  you  mention,  which  I  am  sorry  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  disburden 
you  of  also.  But  Flitcroft  being  your  agent,  I  think  you  are  well  off. — I 
thank  you  for  the  small  pamphlet  you  sent  me,  which  I  have  had  read  to 
me,  and  find  the  reasons  alledged  in  favour  of  the  bill  on  the  tapis  of  as 
small  a  size  to  my  thinking  as  the  book  it  self,  for  if  there  is  nothing  more 
intended  by  introducing  this  new  law  than  is  ownd  by  the  promoters  of  ity 
I  am  of  opinion  with  the  petitioners  against  it  that  they  are  already  under 
hardships  enough  without  being  farther  subjected  to  the  growing  powerof  the 
Admiralty-board  or  its  directors,  who  you  will  live  to  see  and  find  are  armd 
with  power  sufficient  without  any  new  addition. — I  give  God  thanks  with 
my  whole  heart  for  all  our  sakes  for  my  great  grandson's  recovery  from  the 
small  pox,  hopeing  that  he  may  live  to  make  a  better  use  of  those  promising 
parts  he  is  endowd  with  towards  saving  this  sinking  country  than  most  of 
the  men  of  that  character  have  shewn  in  their  present  generation. — I  shall 
conclude  this  with  my  thanks  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  took  in  paying  Mr. 
Shorter's  annuity,  your  two  uncles'  allowances,  etc. 

1328.  To  Mr.  Willerton  at  Hough  near  Grantham,  Lincolnshire. 

Ickworth  Park,  March  15,  1748/9. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  nth  instant,  and  as 
the  widdow  Clark  hath  shewn  so  friendly  and  accomodating  a  temper  on 
your  part,  I  shall  be  very  willing  to  deliver  up  her  late  husband's  security 
on  your  payment  of  all  that  is  due  to  me,  which  I  hope  you  will  get  returnd 
to  my  banker  Mr.  Gosling  in  Fleet  street  according  to  the  expectation  given 
to  your  friend  etc.     Bristol, 

1329.  To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  March  17,  1748/9. 

The  dye  being  thrown  which  hath  determined 
Mrs.  Hervey's  resolution  to  lay  in  at  Bury,  I  am  now  at  liberty  to  own  my 
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private  opinion  strongly  tended  the  same  way,  both  on  her  own  account 
with  regard  to  the  cough,  (which  I  am  much  concernd  to  hear  is  not  to  be 
quieted  without  opium,)  as  well  as  the  childs,  who  must  both  feel  the  benefit 
of  so  much  a  better  air  than  that  of  Burlington  street ;  besides  I  have  an 
implicit  faith  that  were  so  many  good  qualities  as  she  is  blessed  with,  will 
providentially  direct  her  on  all  occasions  to  choose  what  wilt  prove  best. — ■ 
By  all  I  can  collect  from  what  you  tell  me  concerning  your  speech,  I  think 
you  really  shew  something  more  than  mere  occasional  modesty  about  it ; 
am  therefore  glad  I  can  tell  you  my  prudence  (may  I  not  this  once  call  it  so) 
got  the  better  of  my  impatience  to  have  your  services  set  in  as  fair  and  full 
a  light  to  your  constituents  as  I  thought  they  deserved.  I  had  prepard  a 
fair  coppy  of  it  in  order  to  have  given  it  the  Town  Clerk,  to  be  by  him 
communicated  to  the  whole  body  ;  but  now  both  it  and  the  original  are  for 
the  present  laid  to  sleep  in  my  escritoire  till  we  meet,  when  if  you  can  give 
no  better  reasons  for  putting  your  candle  under  a  bushell  than  you  have  yet 
done,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to  awaken  it  again. — I  am  more  truly  pleased 
than  I  can  well  tell  you  at  hearing  you  folio wd  the  dictates  of  your  honour 
and  conscience  in  being  of  the  minority,  which  tho'  it  may  at  present  have 
done  you  no  good  with  those  who  are  actuated  by  neither,  yet  I  would  have 
you  by  all  means  persevere  in  keeping  on  good  terms  with  those,  tho'  at 
present  unfashionable,  qualities,  for  I  have  been  young  and  now  am  old,  yet 
saw  I  never  the  righteous  forsaken,  or  his  seed  begging  their  bread. 

1330-        To  my  grandson  Frederick  at  Cambridge. 

Ickworth  Park,  March  25,  1749. 
My  good  Grandson 

Ladyday  being  come,  I  intend  to  send  you  the 
twenty  guineas  (being  as  I  remember  the  sum  stipulated  with  Mr,  Heaton 
for  his  assisting  you  in  your  studies)  by  the  next  Cambridge  carrier,  which 
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I  make  no  doubt  you  will  make  so  right  an  use  of  as,  with  the  natural 
talents  God  has  been  pleasd  to  bestow  on  you,  will  in  due  time  inable  you 
to  become  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  name  and  family  of  Hervey,  a 
blessing  which  tho'  I  cannot  flatter  my  self  at  my  great  age  with  the  hope 
of  being  a  witness  of,  yet  is  most  ardently  wished  you  by  your  most  affec- 
tionate grandfather,  Bristol. 

1331.        To *-  March  25,  1749. 

I  have  the  honour  of  Lord  Bristol's  commands 
to  thank  you  for  the  very  lively  and  entertaining  letter  of  eight  sides  of 
paper,  which  you  took  the  pains  (an  expression  he  recalld,  knowing  how 
easy  it  is  for  you  to  write  well  and  fluently,)  with  the  charitable  design,  as 
he  supposes,  for  his  amusement.  But  what  you  tell  him  of  Dr.  Ashton's 
and  Dr.  Perkins's,  who  you  say  are  both  older  than  himself,  their  wit,, 
learning  &  vivacity,  hath  instead  of  being  a  cordial  to  his  spirits,  have 
much  mortified  &  depressd  them  ;  ■  since  you,  who  his  Lordship  thinks  so 
good  a  judge  and  knowing  them  all,  cannot  but  have  made  comparisons 
very  disadvantagious  to  him  their  junior.  However,  in  justice  to  himself 
he  cannot  but  observe.  Dr.  Perkins  being  a  batchelor  and  his  Lordship 
having  twice  been  married  and  having  had  20  children,  does  not  wonder  at 
the  Doctors  having  (as  you  term  it)  a  more  penetrating  look  than  himself. — 
Your  Bishop  he  knows  can  tell  many  jocose  and  sportive  storys,  and  so 
perhaps,  he  says,  could  he,  were  his  memory  as  good  as  his,  or  alike  dis- 
posd  to  recount  them  ;  but  being  satisfied  to  sit  down  contented  with  the- 
conciousness  of  having  done  his  duty  in  his  generation,  hath  nothing  more 
to  add  but  his  hopes  that  you  have  found  his  son  Charles  (to  whom  he  sends 
his  blessing)  a  genuine  chip  of  the  old  block. 

*  It  does  not  appear  to  whom  this  letter  was  written.     It  has  not  been  copied  into  the  letter  book» 
but  is  lying  loose  in  it.     The  Bishop  is  probably  Dr.  Butts,  Bishop  of  Ely,   and  a  former  Rector  d 
Ickworth.     S.H.A.H. 
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1332.       To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  17,  1749. 

I  have  just  recoverd  strength  enough    from  my 
late  illness  to  thank  you  for  your  letters,  and  to  desire  you  would  pass  the 
inclosd  account  for  me  with  my  bankers,  having  compard  it  with  my  books 
&  found  it  to  be  right,  and  am  very  glad  there  was  money  enough  in  theif 
hands  to  answer  all  your  drafts  for  the  whole  that  was  due   to  you. — Will 
Oliver's  son  being  come  from  Bury  to  acquaint  me  that  Mr.  Da  vies,  Rector 
of  Tuddenham,  dyed  this  morning,  I  must  desire   your  Lordship   to   make 
my  complements  and  excuses  to  Lord  Chancellor  for  not  writing  to  him 
my  self  (not  being  able  to  do  so),   to  beg  the  favour  of  him  that  he  would 
not  bestow  the  Vicarage  of  Cavenham  on  any  one  who  may  apply  to  him 
for  it  until  he  is  satisfied  of  the  person's  merit  to  whom  I  shall  give  the 
Rectory,  they  being  when  together  but  a  bare  maintenance,  and  the  churches 
standing  at  but  one  mile  distance  from  each  other ;    you  may  remind  his 
Lordship  that  your  father  formerly  troubled   him  on  this   account,  and  that 
his  Lordship  promised  that  he  would  make  a  memorandum  concerning  it> 

1333-        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  26,  1749. 

I  have  had  all  the  writings  here  carefully  ex- 
amined which  relate  to  my  estate  in  Lincolnshire,  but  have  found  none 
concerning  Mr.  Thornton's  purchase  in  1717  ;  they  must  therefore  be  in  the 
scrutore  I  orderd  to  stand  in  the  common  passage  up  two  pair  of  stairs,  the 
keys  whereof,  if  I  did  not  deliver  them  to  your  father,  you  will  find  in  the 
little  black  cabinet,  which  is  in  the  closet  within  my  bed-chamber.  What- 
ever copies  Mr.  Frankland  may  want  to  make  out  his  title  by,  I  desire  he 
will  send  one  to  write  them  out  at  your  house,  it  being  by  no  means 
adviseable  to  let  any  go  out  of  our  hands  upon  any  lawyers  giving  a  receipt 
for  the  same,  several  deeds  of  consequence  having  been  lost  by  that  practice. 
I  am  sorry  this  affair  should  put   you  to  so  much  trouble,  and  what  I  shall 
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have  hereafter  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  Cavenham  Vicarage  shall  be  con- 
vey d  to  you  by  Lady  Harvey's  hand. 

1334-        To  Lord  Hervey,  Ickworth  Park,  May  9,  1749. 

Since  you  seem  to  hint  in  your  letter  to  Lady 
Hervey  that  Lord  Chancellor  expects  that  I  shoud  name  the  person  in 
whose  favour  I  had  begd  the  Vicarage  of  Cavenham,  his  name  is  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Oliver,  son  of  one  who  has  been  my  land  steward  for  above  thirty 
six  years.  This  I  should  have  told  you  sooner,  but  it  was  delayed  by 
reason  that  he  must  first  be  presented  by  me  to  the  Rectory  of  Tuddenham, 
which  could  not  be  till  he  had  first  past  his  examination  and  the  approbation 
of  our  Diocesan,  which  cannot  be  had  till  the  middle  of  next  v/eek,  after 
which  with  Lord  Chancellor's  permission  the  young  man  shall  wait  upon 
him  with  a  letter  from  me  recommending  him  to  his  Lordship's  pat- 
ronage.— As  to  the  deeds  Mr.  Frankland  wants  the  coppies,  there  are  none 
such  to  be  found  among  my  writings  here  ;  they  must  therefore  be  in  the 
scrutore  mentiond  in  my  last,  or  in  one  of  the  three  boxes  which  concern 
the  three  mortgages,  which  are  all  in  your  possession. — I  very  much  approve 
of  your  building  such  a  new  room  as  will  be  proof  against  all  accidents  by 
fire,  and  whatever  I  may  yet  have  deserving  a  place  in  it,  you  will  be 
troubled  with  by  your  most  affectionate  grandfather. 

1335.        To  Sir  William  Bunbury.* 

Ickworth  Park,  May  22,  1749. 
I  hope  this  will  find  Lady  Bunbury  (to  whom  I  beg 
you'd  make  my  compliments),  your  self  &  family  all  well  alter  your  journey 

*  I  take  for  granted  this  is  to  Sir  W.  Bunbury,  though  there  is  no  address  on  it.  The  letter  has  not 
been  copied  into  the  letter-book,  but  lies  loose  in  it.  The  journey  would  be  from  the  Bunbury  seat  in 
Cheshire  to  Mildenhall,  to  which  Sir  William  had  succeeded  on  the  death  of  his  uncle  Sir  Thomas  Ilan- 
mer.     For  the  Manleys  see  Lord  Bristol's  Diary  &  Expences. — S.HcA.H, 
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into  this  neighbourhood. — Mrs.  Kezia  Manley  having  again  desired  that  I 
would   renew  my  wonted   benefaction  to  her,  I  must  desire  the  favour  of 
you  to  get  the  inclosed  five  guineas  returnd  to  her,  a  trouble  I  shoud  not  have 
given  you,   coud  it  have  been  any  other  way  contrived  by,  Sir,  your  most 
humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1336"        To  my  son  Mr.  Felton  Hervey.       Ickworth,  May  ig,  1749. 

I  am  as  truely  sensible  as  any  body  but  your  self 
can  be  ol  God's  goodness  towards  us  in  Mrs.  Hervey's  being  safely  deliverd 
of  a  son,  a  double  blessing  which  I  hope  he  will  give  us  grace  never  to 
forget,  which,  if  we  should  ever  do,  may  justly  be  withdrawn,  a  consequence 
I  humbly  trust  will  never  be  seen  by  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

1837,        To  Sir  Robert  Smith.  Ickworth  Park,  May  20,  1749. 

You  might  justly  wonder,  as  I  make  no  doubt  you 
have  already  done,  that  so  very  good  and  kind  a  letter  as  I  receivd  from 
you  dated  nth  instant  shoud  not  have  been  sooner  acknowledgd  ;  but  as  it 
was  inclosed  in  yours  to  Lady  Ann,  and  she  having  been  of  late  very  much 
out  of  order,  J  did  not  think  fit  to  have  it  deliverd  to  her  till  she  was  more 
recovered.  The  justice  you  do  to  Lady  Louisa's  rare  merit,  as  it  hath  been 
acquired  by  the  improvement  she  has  made  in  so  many  years  of  your 
edifying  conversation,  makes  me  consider  her  much  more  as  your  wife  than 
my  daughter,  and  therefore  may  frankly  own  to  you,  I  think  all  you  say  of 
her  is  no  more  than  her  due.  But  as  perfection  is  not  the  lot  of  any  human 
creature,  1  have  one  fault  to  tax  her  with,  which  I  thought  she  would  not 
be  guilty  of,  and  that  was  she  should  not  have  let  even  you  into  a  transaction 
which  only  related  to  us  two,  and  in  its  self  not  at  all  worthy  of  your  par- 
ticipation,—I  am  glad  to  hear  the  time  is  fixd  for  her  journey  towards 
Scarborough,  as  I  would  have  no  means  left  untried  that  may  possi 
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contribute  to  the  establishment  of  a  health  so  necessary,  not  only  to  her 
own  happiness  and  yours,  but  also  to  that  of  your  most  affectionate  friend 
and  servant,  Bristol. 

1338.        To  my  Grandson,  Captain  Augustus  Hervey. 

Ickworth  Park,  May  22,  1749. 

Had  not  my  poor  daughter  Ann  been  extreamly 
ill  ever  since  I  receivd  your  letter,  it  should  not  have  remaind  thus  long 
unanswered.  I  must  begin  with  taking  notice  it  is  not  only  my  opinion,  but 
will  undoubtedly  be  the  judgment  of  the  publick,  that  your  wise  and  able 
masters  of  the  a— -y  ought  instead  of  giving  you  leave  to  travel  to  have 
prevented  that  request  by  appointing  you  some  beneficial  station,  as  was  so 
much  your  due,  in  ye  Mediterranean,  or  some  other  post  equal  to  the  timely 
and  voluntary  service  &  honour  you  had  done  your  country  and  our  allies 
in  saving  all  the  ships  from  being  destroyd  by  fire  in  the  port  of  Leghorn. 
Did  your  brother.  Lord  Hervey,  nev^r  talk  to  you  on  this  subject  ?  and  if 
he  did,  whether  his  sense  of  your  ill  treatment  did  not  agree  with  mine  and 
that  of  all  mankind  ?  I  think  after  what  has  passd  tis  now  too  late  to  com- 
plain where  only  we  could  hope  for  any  redress,  which  had  it  been  refused, 
I  would  have  petitioned  his  Majesty  that  he  would  give  you  leave  to  serve 
any  state  or  Prince  but  that  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  or  the  Turk. — I 
am  glad  you  have  reminded  Mrs,  Aston  of  making  a  will  and  setling  her 
family  affairs,  which  when  she  hath  done  all  that  the  utmost  prudence  can 
contrive,  must  I  fear  be  left  in  a  most  confused  condition  ;  am  therefore 
pleased  to  hear  tis  your  opinion  she  may  yet  recover,  whose  frugal  temper 
may  in  time  restore  her  family  to  that  prosperity  I  must  always  wish  it. — If 
the  mention  you  make  of  the  agreeable  six  weeks  you  spent  here  (wherein 
I  had  my  share)  will  be  of  any  weight  to  determine  you  in  your  present 
deliberations  to  come  hither  again,  you  shall  always  find  this  place  ready 
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to  receive  you  for  as  many  months  or  years  as  it  shall  please  God  to  grant 
me  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  I  will  give  my  self  the  satisfaction  to  conclude 
so  perfect  an  harmony  will  be  subsisting  between  you  and  him  who  is  to 
succeed  me,  that  you  will  be  altogether  as  welcome  to  him  as  you  shall 
ever  be  to  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

1339.  To  the  Lord  High  Chancellor  Hardwick. 

Ickworth  Park,  May  23,  1749. 

The  bearer  hereof,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Oliver,  being  the 
person  to  whom  I  have  given  the  Rectory  of  Tuddenham,  humbly  waits 
upon  your  Lordship  in  hope  of  obtaining  at  our  joint  request  the  Vicarage 
of  Cavenham  for  him  also.  They  are  together  a  comfortable  maintenance, 
but  far  from  being  so  when  seperated.  His  learning,  I  make  no  doubt,  he 
will  make  sufficiently  appear  in  the  execution  of  his  function ;  and  had  not 
I  known  him  to  be  throughly  well  affected  to  his  Majesty  and  our  Consti- 
tution in  Church  &  State,  should  never  have  been  recomended  to  the  honour 
of  your  Lordship's  patronage  by,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
and  obliged  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1340.  To  James  Burrough  Esq.  Fellow  of  Caius  College  in  Cambridge, 

Ickworth  Park,  June  3,  1749. 

I  think  my  self  much  obliged  to  you  for  remem- 
bring  a  man  who  hath  been  long  enough  out  of  the  world  to  be  forgotten 
by  every  body  in  it.  The  book  you  sent  me  I  have  receivd,  and  thank  you 
for  it,  and  shoud  be  glad  this  place  afforded  any  thing  better  to  send  you 
in  return  for  your  favour  than  venison.  As  there  may  be  a  time  when  it 
may  prove  more  welcome  than  any  other,  if  you  will  let  me  know  when 
that  will  be,  it  shall  be  sent  accordingly  by  the  Cambridge  carrier,  who 
goes  to  you  from  Bury  every  Thursday.     I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to 
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return  my  compliments  to  your  Vice-Chancellor ;  what  part  he  may  have 
taken  in  the  present  you  sent  me  I  cannot  possibly  judge  of,  but  according 
to  that  desire  you'd  let  him  share  in  the  venison  &  no  otherwise.  I  am 
your  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1341.  To  my  son  the  Rev.  Mr.  C.  Hervey. 

Ickworth  Park,  June  17,  1749. 

I  make  use  of  Mr.  Knowls's  hand  to  let  you  know 
without  further  loss  of  time  that  since  you  want  and  have  asked  my 
assistance  (which  you  need  not  have  been  exposed  to,  had  you  not  made 
your  last  winter's  campaign  at  London,)  to  take  a  Doctor's  degree,  &  think 
it  may  be  of  use  to  you  on  future  occasions,  that  I  am  very  willing  to 
comply  with  your  request,  tho'  far  from  being  convenient  to  me  at  this  time, 
having  answerd  other  calls,  which,  had  I  known  of  yours,  must  have  passed 
for  the  present  uncomplyd  with.  You  must  certainly  flatter  your  self  not  a 
little  when  you  think  a  Doctor's  degree  would  have  given  you  any  chance 
in  the  Mastership  of  Peter-House,  altho'  you  mention  the  want  of  it  as 
having  occasiond  a  deprivation  of  it,  which  I  cannot  at  all  allow  of.  If  you 
intend  being  at  the  Commencement,  I  will  convey  the  money  to  you  by  Mr, 
Knowls,  who  will  be  there  the  Fryday  before  Commencement  Sunday,  and 
therefore  I  imagine  soon  enough  for  your  purpose.  This  is  all  at  present 
from  your  affectio-nate  father,  Bristol. 

1342.  To  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  Ickworth  Park,  July  9,  1749. 

The  Corporation  of  Bury  having  for  some  time  past 
thought  fit  to  enter  into  and  conclude  several  measures  without  either  my 
privity  or  concurrence,  and  having  thereby  brought  their  affairs  near  to  that 
point  where  I  always  foresaw  &  foretold  such  management  was  tending  to, 
as  I  had  no  share  in  bringing  them  into  the  present  confused  condition  your 
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Grace  finds  them,  I  must  beg  to  be  excused  in  giving  any  advice  at  present 
concerning  them.  I  cannot  help  owning  to  your  Grace  it  was  no  small 
surprize  to  me  to  find  that  after  I  had  made  application  by  the  late  Lord 
Hervey  to  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  for  the  Vicarage  of  Cavenham,  that 
so  very  lean  a  bone  should  be  able  to  create  a  dissension  between  us,  where 
a  friendship  of  so  many  years  had  not  only  been  professd  but  sincerely 
practised  by  your  Grace's  most  obedient,  faithfuU  servant,  Bristol. 

1343.  To  Edward  Sullyard  Esq.       Ickworth  Park,  July  17,  1749. 

It  being  now  near  forty  seven  years  since  the  late 
Queen  Ann  was  pleased  to  honour  me  with  peerage,  I  never  yet  in  all  that 
time  granted  a  protection,  a  rule  which  if  ever  I  had  broke,  should  have 
been  repeated  to  releive  the  hardships  of  your  friend's  case  and  to  have 
obliged  you,  being.  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1344.  To  Henry  Harpur  Esq.         Ickworth  Park,  Sept.  16,  1749. 

As  you  always  had  given  me  reason  to  wish  you 
well,  it  gave  me  great  satisfaction  to  hear  of  your  admission  into  the 
management  of  the  Duke  of  Somerset's  affairs,  wherein  from  my  former 
experience  of  your  ability  &  integrity  in  all  such  business  as  I  had  imployd 
you,  I  think  I  may  wish  his  Grace  as  much  joy  of  an  able  &  honest  steward 
as  I  do  you  of  having  obtaind  so  creditable  an  office  under  him,  to  which 
had  you  wanted  any  recommendation,  the  justest  and  fullest  would  most 
readily  have  been  given  you  by  your  assured  friend  to  serve  you,  Bristol. 

1345.  To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  17,  1749/50. 

Your  last  letter  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  I  can 
tell  you,  as  I  plainly  perceive  by  it,  as  well  as  by  another  Mrs.  Hervey 
shewed  me  of  the  same  tenor,  that  she  hath  as  strongly  infected  you  with 

Vol.   III.  BBB 
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the  hymenial  passion  as  ever  the  fool  your  father  was.  May  its  torch  burn 
as  bright  &  last  as  long  as  it  did  between  my  most  dear  &  virtuous  parents, 
from  whom  you  hereditarily  have  derived  it,  to  whose  signal  piety,  un- 
exampled chastity  &  extensive  charity  I  under  God  owe  all  the  blessings  I 
have  so  constantly  experienced  during  so  long  a  life. — The  criticism  you 
sent  on  Mr.  Shirley's  new  pla)'  excites  not  the  least  curiosity  in  me  to  give 
you  the  trouble  of  procuring  it  for  me.  Dramatick  as  well  as  every  other 
species  of  poetry  seem  to  be  on  their  last  leggs,  at  least  I  am  apt  to  think 
so,  as  I  have  found  little  or  no  entertainment  from  any  of  the  performances 
of  that  kind  since  those  of  Mr.  Popes. — The  good  account  you  send  me  of 
Lord  P — 's  sincere  conversion  for  some  time  before  his  death,  affords  a  fresh 
instance  of  the  infinite,  unbounded  mercy  and  goodness  of  God,  and  that  it 
is  never  too  late  to  do  well ;  however,  I  hope  that  neither  you  nor  I  nor  any 
of  our  friends  will  ever  adjourn  any  necessary  reformation  to  so  late  a  day 
as  he  did. — I  cannot  conclude  without  enquiring  whether  you  have  wrote  ta 
our  cousin  Duncomb  &  made  my  acknowledgements  to  her  for  her  last  letter 
(as  I  desired  you),  with  what  ever  else  you  shoud  think  necessary  to  tell 
her  on  the  part  of  your  most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 

Next  time  you  write  let  me  know  how  many  years  it  is  since  you  first 
enterd  on  the  late  Queen's  service. 

1346.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Jan.  19,  1749/50. 

I  shoud  not  have  given  Lady  Hervey  the  trouble 
of  lending  me  her  hand  to  thank  you  only  for  your  last  letter,  tho'  it  was 
very  welcome  and  amusing,  were  it  not  that  I  have  something  of  a  more 
important  nature  to  communicate,  which  is  that  as  I  find  my  desire  daily 
increases  to  see  you  well  setled  in  the  world  before  I  go  out  of  it,  which 
cannot  now  be  far  off,  and  that  I  find  Mr.  Jodrell  has  made  a  proposal  to- 
Mrs.  Phipps  which  you  desired  her  to  inform  me  of,  and  which  I  find  is  a 
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matter  in  every  circumstance  worthy  of  being  hearkend  to,  I  very  much 
desire  you  woud  lose  no  time  in  sending  for  Mr.  Jodrell,  who  will  tell  you 
how  the  whole  affair  stands  ;  after  which  you  will  best  judge  if  there  is 
sufficient  ground  and  encouragement  to  persue  this  affair,  as  I  woud  by  no 
!neans  have  you  run  any  risk  of  offering  your  self  where  there  is  the  least 
shadow  or  any  probability  that  your  overtures  woud  not  be  received  with 
all  the  satisfaction  they  deserve.  As  to  the  settlement  of  my  estate,  I  shall 
readily  come  into  anything  of  that  kind  that  they  can  desire  on  you  and  the 
issue  of  this  match,  which  I  think  between  us  we  may  warrant  to  be  twelve 
thousand  pounds  a  year.  I  need  say  no  more  at  present,  knowing  you  as 
well  as  I  do,  than  to  desire  you  to  please  your  self,  which  will  of  course  do 
so  by  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 

1347.        To  Lord  Her vey.  Ickworth  Park,  Feb.  3,  1749/50. 

You  must  excuse  me  if  I  suspect  you  never  can 
be  sincere  in  what  you  so  often  mention  concerning  the  trouble  &  frequency 
of  your  letters,  which  are  always  so  far  from  being  thought  so,  that  I  once 
for  all  desire  you  would  remember  they  never  fail  of  giving  me  that  pleasure 
I  can  only  feel  in  things  relating  to  yourself.  Yet  when  I  have  told  you 
this,  do  not  let  it  put  you  upon  writing  to  me  but  when  you  have  nothing 
else  to  do  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  I  would  not  have  you  hope  for  a  veto 
where  I  would  much  rather  imploy  the  word  jubeo.  I  had  already  done 
you  the  justice  in  my  own  mind  to  give  an  intire  credit  to  every  tittle  you 
tell  me  relating  to  your  self  in  the  late  news-papers  to  that  degree  that  it 
never   gave   me  one   moment's   uneasiness.*      Thus   far   by   my    ordinary 

*  Here  the  wretched  cramped  and  illiterate  writing  of  "my  ordinary  secretary"  leaves  off,  and  a 
beautiful  large  and  clear  hand,  I  suppose  Lady  Hervey's,  comes  in  and  finishes  the  letter.  The  same 
large  hand  has  copied  the  last  letter,  No.  1346,  into  the  letter-book,  and  a  few  others  to  his  grandson^ 
which  all  contained  secrets  that  none  but  his  mother  should  know. — S.  H.A^H. 
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secretary  in  ease  of  Lady  Hervey.  As  the  pleasing  your-self  is  what  you 
have  a  right  to  in  the  great  affair  which  I  have  always  had  so  much  at 
heart,  and  as  I  find  you  are  not  without  all  hope  that  Lady  C.  may  still 
come  within  your  reach,  I  shall  not  press  the  other  proposition  till  the  first 
is  determined  ;  but  how  we  can  hope  that  a  young  woman  of  so  vast  a 
fortune  and  so  unexceptionable  a  person  shoud  wait  till  the  other  die  be 
thrown,  I  cannot  well  imagine.  Mrs.  Phipps  without  doubt  will  be  the 
properest  person  to  negotiate  this  matter  by,  if  ever  it  shoud  be  resumed  by 
the  failure  of  the  first.  All  I  can  therefore  say  at  present  is  that  whatever 
is  to  be  the  event,  I  humbly  hope  and  firmly  trust  that  the  same  unmerited, 
providential  favor  will  shew  it  self  to  us  on  this  occasion,  which  hitherto 
hath  never  failed  your  confiding  grandfather. 

1348.        To  my  son  Felton.  Ickworth  Park,  Feb.  5,  1749/50. 

Mr  .Blaydon*  having  made  me  as  ungratefull  returns 
as  I  have  often  receivd  from  many  others  of  my  servants  whom  I  had 
signally  obligd,  by  laying  out  &  neglecting  my  service  on  several  occasions, 
and  being  become  very  idle,  and  having  never  had  half  the  skill  necessary  to 
perform  the  duty  of  his  station,  I  have  at  last  given  him  warning  to  quit 
my  service,  &  must  therefore  desire  you  would  give  yourself  the  trouble  of 
making  enquiry  after  some  better  qualified  a  successor  to  succeed  him. 
Your  brother,*  who  hath  been  so  long  intendant  over  his  Majesty's  gardens, 
can  doubtless  inform  you  of  one,  but  I  would  not  have  him  know  that  this 
request  comes  from  me ;  whatever  terms  you  shall  agree  upon,  which  I 
make  no  doubt  will  bear  a  proper  proportion  to  his  abilities  &  experience,  I 
will  take  care  to  make  good, — Understanding  that  there  was  an  intention 


*  Tom  Hervey  was  appointed  in  1738  Superintendent  of  the  gardens  at  the  royal  palaces.  John 
Bladen  was  buried  at  Ickworth  in  1781  ;  his  wife  Rebecca,  an  old  servant  according  to  her  tombstone,  ia 
i748.--S.H.A.n. 
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of  turning  out  one  of  your  coach  horses,  who  hath  the  grease  in  his  heels,  I 
have  taken  upon  me  (which  I  very  seldom  do)  to  advise  the  keeping  of  him 
in.  It  seems  he  hath  had  already  one  core  come  out  of  his  heel,  which  tis 
expected  will  be  followd  by  a  second,  &  if  a  right  use  be  made  by  poultising 
&  purging  of  him,  the  limb  may  be  reduced  without  turning  him  out  at 
all,  which  at  this  time  of  the  year  may  probably  in  his  present  circum- 
stances ruin  him  for  ever.  If  you  will  order  your  coachman  to  give  me  an 
account  from  time  to  time  how  he  goes  on,  I  will  for  my  own  credit's  sake 
as  well  as  yours  give  the  best  directions  about  him  I  can  think  of.  Your 
Wife  and  daughter  were  here  on  Saturday,  all  in  perfect  health,  who  with 
the  Phipps's  were  to  go  to  W ratting  the  next  day,  where  tho*  I  know  all 
possible  care  will  be  taken  to  receive  them,  yet  I  wish  their  change  of 
lodging  may  not  occasion  their  getting  cold  ;  besides  their  passing  &  re- 
passing over  Nevvmarkett  Heath  at  this  time  of  the  year  I  cannot  think  of 
without  some  uneasiness.— I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  colouring  could 
be  given  to  the  arguments  made  use  of  to  procure  a  negative  upon  so 
reasonable  a  motion  as  that  which  was  made  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Com- 
mission constituting  the  late  Duke  of  Montague  Master  General  of  the 
Ordnance,  together  with  one  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  said  Duke  in 
regard  to  the  exercise  thereof.  How  well  these  negatives  put  of  late  on 
every  motion  that  may  give  any  light  to  frauds  or  abuses  can  agree  with  the 
end  of  your  institution  &  appelation  of  being  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation,  I  must  leave  to  your  ingenuity  to  answer.  Let  me  know  who  made 
&  seconded  the  notion. 

1349.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  March  3,  1749/50- 

I  hope  we  have  now  been  long  enough  acquainted 
with  each  other  to  make  it  unnecessary  to  let  you  know  how  welcome  youf 
letters  are  always  to  me,  but  none  more  so  than  your  last  of  the  first  instant^ 
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as  it  opens  to  me  the  pleasing  prospect  (which  I  had  well  nigh  despaired  of) 
of  seeing  you  setled  in  that  prosperous  way  I  have  always  wished  you. 
Who  that  Mr.  Smith  is  you  make  mention  of  I  shoud  be  glad  to  know,  as 
also  the  name  and  character  of  the  guardian.  Whatever  may  be  reasonably 
required  of  me  to  bring  this  affair  to  an  happy  conclusion  shall  be  readily 
complied  with  by  your  most  affectionate  grandfather. 

1350.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  March  lo,  1749/50. 

As  the  great  desire  I  have  always  expressd  to 
see  you  advantagiously  disposd  of  was  at  first  created  by  your  personal 
merit,  so  I  woud  by  no  means  have  that  impatience  of  mine  make  you  do 
any  thing  on  the  present  or  any  futur  occasion  contrary  to  your  own  in- 
clination, which  I  woud  chiefly  have  you  consult  in  every  step  you  shall 
take  in  the  present  affair,  especially  since  you  seem  to  put  the  change  of 
your  present  condition  to  my  account,  and  must  therefore  desire  you  woud 
please  your  self  in  the  first  place,  as  your  happiness  hath  been,  is  and  ever 
will  be  the  principal  aim  of  all  my  deliberations  concerning  you. — I  shall 
think  my  self  very  safe  in  trusting  to  your  prudence  what  concessions  may 
hereafter  be  made  on  our  part  to  such  proposals  as  shall  be  made  by  Mr. 
Rennison,  whose  pardon  I  must  ask  if  I  suspect  he  will  not  part  with  such 
a  ward  as  hath  been  intrusted  to  him  by  Lord  C.  without  some  valuable 
consideration,  which  whenever  you  begin  to  perceive  is  the  case,  I  woud 
have  you  either  proceed  or  break  off  the  treaty,  as  you  shall  like  best. — I 
cannot  concieve  what  evidence  Lord  Effingham  can  have  to  offer,  that  can 
possibly  cure  that  fatal  error  in  both  those  recoverys  sufferd,  wherein  the 
essential  want  of  making  a  good  tenant  to  the  Precipe  entirely  vacuated  all 
former  settlements  made  of  Lord  Suffolk's  estate,  I  hope  therefore  you 
have  been  falsely  allarmed  as  to  the  scope  of  his  present  petition,  and  that 
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you  will  find  it  extends  no  farther  than  to  the  ^thousand  pounds  remaining 
upon  Audley-End,  which  I  am  told  you  will  find  to  be  the  point  only  aimed 
at  in  his  late  application  to  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

1351.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  March  24,  1749/50. 

As  the  affair  you  are  at  present  engaged  in  is  of  so 
very  desirable  a  nature  in  all  its  circumstances,  lam  very  glad  to  find  you 
are  so  resolute  in  the  persuit  of  it.  I  from  the  first  foresaw  in  what  ill 
hands  Lord  C.  had  placed  her,  with  what  views  is  best  known  to  his 
Lordship,  but  undoubtedly  very  improper  ones  for  the  education  of  a  ward 
of  her  value.  What  steps  are  necessary  to  be  taken  in  order  to  her  preserva- 
tion you  must  know  best  from  the  conversation  you  have  had  with  her  ;  and 
I  am  already  so  well  acquainted  with  your  penetration  and  judgment,  that  I 
shall  put  no  limitation  to  your  further  instructions.  I  am  afraid  you  will 
find  great  difficulty  in  conveying  such  proposals  as  you  may  think  fit  to 
make,  since  Mr.  R.  seems  resolved  to  remove  her  as  far  out  of  your  way  as 
Lincolnshire  ;  how  far  their  family  seat  may  be  from  Sleaford  or  Aswarby 
I  know  not  ;  but  wherever  it  may  lye,  certainly  your  going  to  your  own 
estate  in  that  country  lyes  very  natural  for  you  to  take  a  journey  thither  to 
look  after  it,  whereby  the  lady  may  percieve  the  warmth  of  your  pursuit 
after  her,  and  if  she  has  any  taste  of  true  merit,  I  shall  depend  on  her 
prefering  you  to  all  other  pretenders,  let  the  prejudices  instilled  by  the 
R s  be  ever  so  artfully  laid  by  them. 

1352.  To  Hamon  L'Estrange  Esq. 

Ickworth  Park,  March  16,  1749/50. 
The    overseer    of    this    parish    coming    to    me 
yesterday,  &  telling  me  my  honest  &  gratefull  groom  Emmet  had  been  with 

*  The  word  five  has  been  written  before  thousand,  but  it  is  not  clear  whether  it  is  intended  to  be 
smudged  out  or  not.  These  three  consecutive  letters  to  Lord  Hervey  upon  his  matrimonial  affairs  are  all 
in  his  mother's  writing. —S.  H. A.  H, 
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him  to  let  him  know  you  had  orderd  him  eighteen  pence  per  week  collection 
money,  desiring  my  advice  what  he  was  to  do  therein,  I  told  him  I  could 
not  conceive  you  had  given  any  such  order  in  the  manner  Emmet  pretended^ 
neither  did  I  believe  you  woud  give  any  such  untill  you  were  throughly 
informd  of  every  circumstance  of  the  case,  which  is  as  folio  weth.  He  hath, 
it  is  true,  been  in  my  service  near  fifty  years,*  during  which  time,  and 
particularly  in  the  last  part  of  it,  hath  been  guilty  of  so  many  unpardonable 
misdemeanours  as  no  man  but  my  self  woud  have  born  with  the  tenth  part 
of  the  time  ;  to  enumerate  them  all  woud  be  much  too  tedious  to  trouble 
you  with  the  detail  of  ;  but  my  frequent  forgivenesses  for  his  past  offences 
serving  only  to  make  him  worse  instead  of  amending  hitn,  I  was  at  last 
obliged  to  turn  him  out  of  doors  ;  yet  notwithstanding  all  his  past  abuses 
of  my  patience,  my  foolish  nature  relented  so  far  in  his  favour  as  voluntarily 
to  order  him  two  shillings  per  week  for  his  subsistance,  which  was  paid  him 
for  three  &  fifty  weeks,  untill  he  attempted  to  fix  his  son  as  well  as  himself 
on  this  parish  by  a  collusive  agreement  with  one  Sparrow  of  Chevington,  a 
woolman,  to  teach  him  to  comb  wool,  evasive  of  all  our  laws  concerning 
settlements.  Whereupon  I  sent  him  word  that  unless  he  woud  take  care  to 
bind  out  his  said  son  for  such  a  term  of  years  as  an  apprentice,  or  hire  him 
out  for  the  space  of  one  year,  so  as  to  exonerate  this  parish  of  him,  that  I 
woud  order  the  respiting  his  two  shillings  a  week  untill  he  shoud  comply 
with  this  demand,  which  rather  than  he  woud  submit  to,  he  applied  himself 
to  you  &  Mr.  Discipline,  whose  determinations  I  shall  always  think  my  self 
very  safe  in,  and  shall  only  add  that  as  Emmet  comes  not  within  the 
description  of  the  43d  of  Eliz  :,  being  neither  blind,  lame  or  past  his  work, 
he  is  not,  as  I  conceive,  entituled  to  collection  any  more  than  to  the  further 
favour  of,  Sir,  your  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

*  William   Emmet   was   buried   at   Ickworth  ia  Nov.    1752,    surviving  his  old  master  nearly  tv.'& 
years.— S.H.A.H. 
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If  Emmet  can  not  spin  already,  he  may  soon  learn  to  do  so,  or  beating 
of  hemp  requires  no  learning. 

1353.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  April  7,  J 750. 

As  you  desired  all  expedition  might  be  used  in 
preparing  the  particular  of  my  whole  estate,  I  have  without  any  loss  of 
time  sent  you  by  the  return  of  this  post  what  you  desired,  together  with  an 
exact  account  of  all  the  reprises  issuing  out  of  it ;  the  article  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds  which  I  have  valued  the  wood  and  timber  at  may  seem  to  a  stranger 
something  doubtful,  but  those  who  are  acquainted  with  it  think  I  have 
undervalued  it,  there  being  above  three  hundred  and  fourscore  acres  of 
wood  and  timber,  which  can  hardly  be  paralleld,  at  least  by  any  other  estate 
that  I  know  of.  The  provisions  I  have  made  by  my  will  (which  you  have 
read  over)  for  my  younger  children  are  as  follows  :  Four  hundred  pounds 
per  annum  annuity  for  life  to  my  daughter  Ann,  P'our  thousand  pounds  to 
my  son  Felton,  one  thousand  whereof  I  promised  to  give  him  upon  a 
contingency  which  since  has  happend,  as  by  a  codicil  to  my  will  annexd. 
To  my  son  Thomas  Hervey  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum  annuity  for  his 
life  only.  To  my  son  William  the  interest  of  three  thousand  pounds  after 
the  rate  of  four  per  cent  for  his  life  only,  as  by  his  marriage  articles  appears. 
To  my  son  Charles  two  thousand  pounds  in  case  of  his  having  issue  by  this, 
or  shoud  marry  a  second  wife,  but  if  neither  of  these  contingencies  happen, 
then  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  his  life  only.  To  Mrs.  Mary  Williams 
one  hundred  pounds  a  year  per  annum  for  her  life  :  this  being  the  whole  of 
what  1  have  charged  by  my  will.  You  know  the  whole  of  what  I  owe  is 
twenty  two  thousand,  five  hundred  pounds,  but  then  there  is  seven  thousand 
pounds  of  mine  in  Bank  stock,  which  together  with  my  arrears  of  rent  due 
from  all  my  tenants,  being  at  least  ten  thousand  pounds,  I  reckon  I  shall 
leave  very  near  sufficient  to  pay  the  rest  of  that  debt  without  felling  any  of 

Vol.  III.  CCC 
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my  timber,  which  you  know  we  are  both  so  well  agreed  not  to  take  down. 
You  know  I  pay  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum  annuity  to  Captain  Shorter 
for  his  life,  and  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  to  Mrs.  Le  Kneve  lor  hers, 
this  being  the  whole  of  what  I  owe.     Bristol. 

1354.        To  Mr.  Frederick  Hervey.     Ickworth  Park,  April  1 6,  1750. 
My  hopefull  Grandson 

I  have  been  long  indebted  to  you  for  several  of  your 
letters,  which  I  never  receive  without  teeling  a  double  satisfaction,  as  they 
are  not  only  proofs  of  your  dutifull  affection  towards  me,  but  also  of  the  great 
improvements  you  dayly  shew  in  every  performance  of  that  kind.  As  to 
Mrs.  Bennet,  she  was  a  daughter  of  my  cousen  german  Mr.  Charles  May, 
&  being  so  I  made  her  &  her  husband  a  visit  upon  their  marriage,  but 
which  they  never  yet  thought  fit  to  return,  nor  ever  made  any  excuse  to  me 
by  a  letter  or  otherwise  for  the  omission.  However,  if  she  will  give  me  or 
you  a  just  account  of  the  names  of  her  nephews  &  neices,  what  circum- 
stances they  are  left  in,  together  with  their  respective  characters,  that  I  may 
see  whether  they  are  true  objects  of  charity,  and  which  of  them  are  in  most 
want,  and  what  will  do  them  most  good,  I  shall  return  an  answer  suitable 
to  their  wants  and  to  my  own  ability  in  relieving  them. — As  to  my  dear 
mother's  picture  which  you  mention,  I  never  heard  that  she  sat  to  Vandyke ; 
but  if  they  will  first  try  what  they  can  get  for  it  of  any  other  body,  &  will 
send  it  me  down  by  the  Bury  waggon,  which  inns  at  the  Bull  in  Bishopsgate 
street,  I  will  either  pay  them  the  price  they  shall  ask  for  it,  in  case  I  find  it 
a  true  original  of  Vandykes,  or  send  it  back  to  them  again  carriage  paid. 
If  this  negotiation  shoud  take  up  more  of  youj-  time  than  [you  can]  well 
spare  from  your  studies,  (which  I  woud  by  no  means  have  any  comission  of 
mine  interfere  with,)  I  hope  you  will  not  forget  by  whom  it  was  originally 
moved  to  your  most  affectionate  grandfather,  Bristol. 
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I  hope  you  will  not  forget  to  make  my  compliments  to  your  Master  the 
Dean  of  Hereford  &  to  Mr.  Heton,  whenever  you  think  proper. 

1355.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  May  7,  1750. 

I  herewith  return  you  the  coachmaker's  estimate 
of  the  charge  of  a  new  landau,  which  altho'  I  think  it  valued  at  an 
extravagant  rate,  yet  I  shall  refer  the  whole  without  any  more  questions 
about  it  to  your  own  prudence  in  every  particular.  I  can  hardly  flatter  my 
self  I  shall  ever  be  able  to  make  any  use  of  it  my  self;  therefore  hope  you 
will  bespeake  it  in  such  a  manner  as  it  may  be  servisable  to  yourself,  to 
consult  whose  interest  you  have  made  your  due  by  having  bestowd  so  much 
thought  &  care  on  mine. 

1356.  To  Doctor  Denne.  Ickworth  Park,  May  12,  1750. 

I  herewith  send  you  an  order  on  my  banker  for 
the  twenty  four  pounds  &  thirteen  shillings  that  was  due  to  the  Church  of 
Rochester  at  Christmas  last,  as  appears  by  your  account,  which  I  find  right 
in  every  particular  except  that  of  your  letting  it  run  more  in  arrear  than  I 
would  ever  have  it  do  hereafter,  which  objection  I  desire  you  would  not 
forget,  any  more  than  I  shall  the  many  cordial  expressions  you  have  often 
made  of  your  friendship  towards  me  &  my  family,  a  just  acknowledgement 
of  which  I  should  with  great  pleasure  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  of 
demonstrating,  as  you  shall  find  whenever  you  will  put  it  to  the  proof.  In 
the  mean  time  believe  me  to  be,  as  I  sincerely  am.  Sir,  your  most  faithful! 
friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1357.  To  my  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  May  19,  1750. 

As  you  have  taken  the  trouble  upon  your  self  of 
bespeaking  a  new  landeau  for  me,  you  must  also  have  that  of  providing  a 
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new  sett  of  harness  for  it,  according  to  the  newest  fashion  now  in  use, 
together  with  a  postillion's  jacket  &  cap,  all  which  I  am  told  are  very  much 
wanted.     It  is  with  great  concern  I  receivd  the  account  you  sent  of  the 

great  partiality  &  countenance  Lord  E s  [Effingham]  petition  hath  met 

with,  and  what  advantages  he  can  propose  to  draw  from  a  review  of  the 
cause,  which  as  long  as  the  law  standeth  as  it  now  doth,  (and  as  long  as  any 
remaineth  the  point  in  our  favour  cannot  be  shaken,)  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture  with  what  views  he  can  have  begun  his  last  attack,  which  must 
be  left  to  time  to  unfold.  What  Lady  Portsmouth  says  to  all  this,  or  her 
councell,  you  do  not  tell  me,  tho'  I  shoud  be  glad  to  know.  There  must 
be  something  at  bottom  which  encourages  Lord  E —  to  recommence  this 
■war,  which  we  seem  not  at  all  to  be  aware  of,  otherwise  I  should  not  think 
it  at  all  adviseable  for  any  one  in  his  circumstances  to  embark  in  so  ex- 
pensive a  suit  without  having  something  more  to  support  his  pretensions 
than  we  are  yet  apprised  of. — As  to  your  buying  into  the  stocks,  I  would  by 
no  means  have  you  meddle  any  farther  in  them  than  as  occurrences  may 
offer  to  invite  you.  My  opinion  of  the  present  whole  sistem  is  I  fear  too 
justly  founded  to  afford  many  sanguine  hopes  of  the  future,  &  therefore 
woud  have  you  cautious  how  much  farther  you  will  build  on  so  rotten  a 
foundation. 

1858.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ick worth  Park,  May  26,  1750. 

As  the  coachmaker  had  his  first  &  full  price  for 
the  landau,  I  shoud  think  he  ought  to  deliver  it  where  it  is  to  be  used,  as 
all  other  wares  are  ;  but  as  you  must  best  know  how  the  bargain  was  made, 
I  must  leave  ye  whole  to  your  determination  ;  however  this  shall  be,  I  woud 
have  it  sent  down  as  soon  as  fmishd. — My  memory  is  grown  so  frail  that 
it  does  not  help  me  to  be  at  all  master  of  the  grounds  you  mention,  whereon 
Lord  Effingham  founds  his  present  pretensions  of  a  thousand  pounds  a  year 
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out  of  your  estate  ;  must  therefore  desire  to  be  more  particularly  informed 
thereof  before  I  can  or  will  give  any  opinion,  much  less  advice,  as  to  the 
compromise  you  mention,  which  I  find  so  very  different  from  the  state  of 
mind  you  were  once  in,  that  I  cannot  easily  comprehend  what  can  have 
wrought  so  great  a  change  in  you.  Neither  Lord  E — s  parts,  nor  his  interest, 
or  great  estate,  coud  have  brought  it  to  pass.  What  then  can  you  fear  ? 
Not,  I  hope,  that  you  shoud  ever  want  the  support  of  my  whole  estate  to 
make  good  your  titl«,  which  I  here  again  renew,  altho'  I  hope  it  needless  to 
repeat.  If  it  be  owing  to  any  insinuations  of  Mr.  C — s,  who  I  must  own 
to  you  I  never  entertaind  a  good  opinion  of,  &  can  no  more  believe  him  to 
be  a  sincere  &  cordial  friend  to  us  &  our  family  than  you  found  Mr.  R — 
[Rennison],  I  woud  have  you  give  no  more  attention  to  them  than  they 
deserve, — That  there  is  so  much  foreign  money  of  late  come  over,  I  take  to 
be  a  sign  that  our  neighbours  are  resolved  to  have  their  dividend  out  of  our 
last  stake  ;  but  I  find  you  &  I  think  so  differently  upon  the  present  system, 
that  I  cannot  hope  to  convince  you  that  my  own  opinion  is  right ;  must 
therefore  leave  it  to  time  to  decide  between  us  ;  shall  therefore  at  present 
only  say  that  if  you  beleive  the  resolution  is  taken  to  raise  Bank  stock  to 
137,  the  sooner  you  lay  out  all  my  ready  money  the  better  in  that  stock. 

1359.        To  Mr.  Frederic  Hervey.       Ickworth  Park,  May  30,  1750. 

As  I  am  very  earnestly  disposed  to  do  something 
that  may  prove  of  real  service  to  the  miserable  &  distressd  family  of  ye 
Mays,  I  shoud  be  very  glad  if  Mrs.  Bennet  or  any  other  relation  of  the 
family  would  put  me  in  a  way  to  effectuate  it  by  pointing  out  to  me  which 
are  the  truest  objects  of  charity,  &  the  means  that  must  be  employed  for 
their  relief,  which  when  you  or  Mrs.  Bennet  shall  have  furnished  me  with, 
I  shall  do  my  best  endeavours  to  employ  to  their  advantage.  This  I  shoud 
&  woud  have  told  you  sooner  but  that  ray  condition  is  such  that  I  am  never 
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sure  of  the  next  moment  to  keep  out  of  pain,  which,  whenever  it  returns, 
wholly  incapacitates  me  from  doing  any  business  as  I  ought.  The  same 
reason  must  excuse  my  not  having  taken  more  care  in  Mr.  Heton's  affair. 
I  will  send  the  twenty  guineas  by  Smith  the  Cambridge  carrier  next  Fryday, 
by  whom  I  sent  the  last ;  but  surely  now  you  are  of  long  standing  enough 
not  to  need  ihat  additional  expence  to  be  continued.  You  have  not  yet 
told  me  the  name  of  the  father  of  these  children,  which  I  desire  you  would 
not  fail  to  do  in  your  next,  as  also  where  they  all  severally  reside  at  present. 

1360.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  June  2,  1750. 

I  did  not  intend  to  trouble  you  with  a  letter  by 
this  post,  had  it  not  been  to  thank  you  for  the  kind  care  you  have  taken  to 
get  me  an  easy  vehicle  to  take  the  air  in,  which  I  make  no  doubt  will 
answer  your  intention  &  my  expectations.  As  to  the  getting  it  down 
hither,  I  must  leave  that,  as  I  have  done  every  thing  else,  to  your  prudence, 
which  I  have  had  so  satisfactory  an  experience  of  in  other  things  as  makes 
me  very  easy  as  to  what  you  shall  determine  in  this.  I  find  no  mention 
made  in  Butler's  estimate  of  baggs  to  put  occasionally  on  the  harness,  nor 
of  watering  bridles,  both  of  which  are  wanting ;  therefore  desire  you 
would  order  them,  and  that  you  would  take  care  that  the  said  baggs  be 
made  two  feet  long  on  the  upper  side,  including  the  buckles,  that  being  the 
length  of  my  old  ones. — You  seem  so  very  weary  of  law  suits  that  I  wish 
Lord  Effingham  may  not  see  it  too ;  for  if  he  should,  he  would  not  fail  to 
make  you  buy  your  peace  on  higher  terms  than  I  think  you  need  comply 
with  ;  however,  act  in  this  as  you  think  best. — As  to  laying  out  my  money 
in  the  Funds,  I  think  the  time  of  doing  that  to  best  advantage  was  as  soon 
as  you  heard  the  resolution  was  taken  of  raising  Bank  stock  to  137.  I  have 
lived  too  long   out  of   the  world    to  judge   of  these  sort  of  affairs ;    must 
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therefore  leave  it  wholly  to  you  to  act  herein  as  you  think  fit ;  but  must 
observe  to  you  that  you  seem  rather  too  scrupulously  nice  least  things  shoud 
not  turn  out  so  as  to  justify  your  conduct.  Tis  somewhere  said  in  Scripture, 
He  that  observeth  the  winds  will  never  sow.  Your  Lordship  seems  to  be  in 
the  same  scituation  with  regard  to  dealing  in  stocks. 

1361.  To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  June  30,  1750. 

I  paid  so  very  dear  for  the  pleasure  I  took  in  the 
easy  vehicle  you  took  so  much  care  to  send  me,  (for  which,  however,  I  ought 
to  thank  you,)  being  succeeded  by  the  most  painfull  night  I  ever  remember 
to  have  passed  since  I  was  born,  that  I  shall  not  fail  taking  your  advice  in 
not  attempting  any  thing  like  it  at  least  for  some  time,  till  my  poor  shatterd 
carcase  is  better  prepared  to  bear  more  motion  than  that  gave  me. — I  shall 
not  trust  my  self  with  saying  anything  relating  to  the  Staffordshire  riot, 
since  who  can  think  of  the  whole  of  what  has  happend  in  that  affair  but 
must  allow  the  whole  hath  fallen  out  just  as  might  have  been  foreseen  by 
any  but  such  short-sighted  politicians  as  were  concernd  in  that  fatal  change 
uf  men  &  measures.  I  could  say  more  on  this  subject  but  that  I  think  it 
it  now  needless  to  expatiate  farther  on  the  wisdom  and  honesty  of  those 
treasures  to  which  your  dear  father  was  made  so  unjust  a  sacrifice,  and 
which  shall  be  a  warning  to  me,  &  I  hope  it  will  prove  one  to  you  also, 
never  to  depend  on  the  justice  or  gratitude  of  future  C ts  [Courts], 

1362.  To  Lady  Fowke.  Ickworth  Park,  Aug.  3,  1750. 

Altho'  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  man  to  whom  I  am  an 
utter  stranger,  yet  I  should  &  would  have  paid  all  due  regard  to  your 
Ladyship's  character  of  him  ;  but  as  it  now  happens  to  be  out  of  my  power 
to  comply  with  your  commands  as  to  Wordwell  living,  I  hope  you  will 
excuse,  Madam,  your  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 
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1363,  To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Aug.  8,  1750. 

The  account  your  Ladyship's  lettter  of  the  4tb 
instant  brought  me  of  your  resolution  to  leave  this  country  so  suddenly  for 
France,  being  an  event  tho'  long  expected,  yet  it  hath  thrown  me  into  so 
deep  a  dejection  of  spirits  as  hath  not  left  me  strength  enough  at  present 
to  say  more  than  that  wherever  you  go  my  best  wishes  for  you  &  yours  will 
always  attend  you,  even  in  that  corrival  country  which  hath  now  provd  to 
have  had  that  superior  ascendent  long  apprehended  by,  Madam,  your 
Ladyships  disconsolate,  faithfuU  friend  &  servant,  Bristol. 

1364.  To  Mr.  Felton  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Aug.  13,  1750. 

Yours  of  the  gth  instant  came  to  me  this  morning, 
&  found  me  so  very  much  alterd  by  the  decays  incident  to  four  score  &  five, 
that  I  have  hardly  spirits  or  strength  left  to  go  about  executing  the  hints 
you  send  me  relating  to  Bury  affairs,  which  I  will  however  do  as  far  as  1  am 
able  ;  but  men  are  grown  so  corrupt  &  venal  as  to  leave  one  little  assurance 
from  any  thing  they  promise  to  day  that  they  will  perform  it  to  morrow, 
which  makes  me  quite  heartsick  of  carrying  on  any  comerce  with  them  ; 
besides,  let  the  present  success  be  ever  so  promising  in  this  particular  affair,, 
yet  the  present  posture  of  the  whole  seems  to  me  in  so  very  forlorn  a  condi- 
tion that  what  remains  of  liberty  is  hardly  worth  the  struggling  for  amidst 
so  many  careless  luke-warm  helps  as  remain. — I  have  orderd  half  a  buck  to 
be  sent  you  on  Wednesday  next  for  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ashley,  as  you  desire,  altho' 
I  much  doubt  if  it  can  get  sweet  to  you  as  the  weather  is.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  Mrs.  Hervey  (to  whom  I  beg  you'd  make  my  best  compliments)  finds 
her  self  better  since  she  took  the  waters,  which  I  hope  will  continue  till  all 
her  complaints  are  removd.  The  children  are  both  well  at  Bury,  &  hope 
will  continue  so  till  your  return  to  us,  which  will  be  much  wishd  for  by  your 
most  affectionate  father,  Bristol. 
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1365.  To  Mr.  Felton  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Aug.  25,  1750. 

The  truly  affectionate  letter  I  receivd  from  you 
dated  the  21st  instant  being  of  a  strain  far  transcending  the  modern  piety 
of  your  cotemporaries  &  consequently  their  belief  of  its  sincerity,  hath  met 
with  so  thorough  a  credit  from  me  that  I  can  &  do  beleive  every  tittle  of  it 
from  what  I  have  felt  for  my  own  dear  &  ever  valuable  parents,  tho'  I  have 
not  the  same  strength  of  title  to  your  duty  &  kindness  which  they  had  to 
mine.  I  have  been  this  whole  day  in  such  extream  pain  from  my  rupture 
ever  since  I  awoke,  that  I  can  only  add  I  am  very  much  affraid  our  interest 
at  Bury  shoud  suffer  by  all  our  absences  from  thence  at  this  critical  juncture, 
when  a  new  elect  was  to  be  chosen,  who  woud  prove  a  more  zealous  friend 
to  our  interest  than  many  of  them  hath  shewn  themselves  to  be.  They  have 
at  length  chosen  Sir  Samuel  Prime  for  their  next  year's  Alderman,  but 
whether  he  will  accept  or  not  remains  as  yet  problematical ;  such  a  luke- 
warmness  possesses  the  hearts  even  of  those  who  have  all  along  professd 
themselves  to  be  our  constant  friends. — I  have  left  my  wool  to  Mr.  Orbell 
Ray  to  give  me  what  he  thinks  fit  for  it. 

1366.  To  Lady  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Oct.  13,  1750. 

The  return  of  my  pains  have  of  late  been  so 
frequent  &  uncertain  as  not  to  have  let  me  alone  long  enough  to  thank 
you  as  I  ought  to  have  done,  dear  Lady  Hervey,  for  your  last  agreeable 
letter,  which  I  have  been  much  too  long  in  your  debt  for,  and  must  now  pay 
you  for  it  in  the  customary  coin  of  my  own.  But  what  better  payments  can 
a  lady  reasonably  expect,  who  has  the  misfortune  to  correspond  with  a  man 
turnd  on  the  wrong  side  of  four  score  &  five  ?  which  circumstance  must 
alone  excuse  all  the  defects  &  omissions  which  now  &  at  all  other  times 
must  necessarily  be  incurrd  by  a  man  of  my  great  age. — I  hope  your 
Ladyship  is  at  last  recoverd  Irom  all  the  disorders  you  mention,  which  I 

Vol.  III.         DDD 
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wish  may  not  have  been  owing  to  the  frequent  invitations  you  have  had 
upon  your  hands  to  so  many  dinners  and  suppers,  and  to  which  the  ill  hours 
&  good  cookery  of  the  French  must  together  have  in  a  great  measure 
contributed. — I  hope  Augustus  looses  no  ground  by  being  better  known,  & 
that  he  will  return  so  throughly  well  qualified  in  every  part  of  merit  as  to 
make  those  ashamed  of  having  sent  him  abroad  to  seek  his  fortune  after  so 
very  gallant  an  action  in  the  late  warr  as  would  &  ought  to  have  made  it 
in  any  country  but  his  own.  My  blessing  shall  always  attend  him  wherever 
he  is,  which  I  hope  at  some  time  or  other  may  prove  something  better  than 
a  Derbyshire  charm. — I  must  beg  of  you  to  return  my  compliments  to  Mr. 
&  Mrs.  Phipps,  who  being  so  very  well  liked  as  ye  all  are,  I  do  not  wonder 
ye  are  so  fond  of  France;  yet  tho'  England  can  at  present  lay  claim  to  but 
a  very  small  share  of  credit,  I  hope  and  desire  she  may  not  be  quite  forgot 
by  any  of  us,  as  she  seems  to  be  by  those  who  ought  to  have  &  take  more 
thought  &  care  about  her;  however,  this  being  a  subject  I  have  often  touchd 
on  to  no  purpose,  both  in  my  letters  and  conversation  with  others,  I  will  not 
trouble  you  by  farther  expatiating  upon  it,  but  will  conclude  with  assuring, 
you  that  I  am.  Madam,  your  Ladyships  most  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

1367,        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ick worth  Park,  Nov.  lo,  1750. 

It  is  with  no  small  concern  (whenever  I  reflect)  ! 
find  that  notwithstanding  the  life  of  temperance  you  have  hitherto  so  wisely 
led,  your  constitution  shoud  require  your  going  to  the  Bath  ;  but  since  it  is 
so,  I  trust  in  God  it  will  restore  &  set  you  compleatly  right  in  whatever  may 
be  wanting. — Let  me  take  this  opportunity  of  reminding  you  (which  I  have 
always  done  with  due  caution)  that  your  long  continued  celibacy  hath  given 
me  no  small  uneasyness  ;  but  there  now  being  a  young  woman  sprung  up' 
in  our  Lincolnshire  neighbourhood,  whose  mother  hath  or  must  have  near 
twenty  thousand  pounds  a  year,  &  can  give  her  an  immense  fortune  out  of 
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it,  &  who  (as  Goodacre  who  is  my  Lincolnshire  steward,  and  was  lately  with 
me  to  pass  his  yearly  account,  tells  me)  is  turnd  of  twenty  &  had  forty 
thousand  pounds  left  her  by  her  grandmother,  Lady  Newton,  when  she  was 
not  more  than  two  years  of  age,  is  very  agreeable  &  the  sweetest  temperd 
young  woman  of  the  age.     If  you  think  this  cum  multis  aliis  worth  your 
serious  further   enquiry,  &  would  have  a  treaty  begun  thereupon,  which 
Goodacre  (who  is  a  man  of  an  uncommon  understanding  for  his  sort,  &  hath 
two  brothers,  stewards  to  Mrs.  Archer,  the  mother  of  this  young  lady,^ 
assures  me  an  alliance  with  our  family  woud  be  readily  receivd,  will  you 
let  me  know  your  naked  thoughts  upon  the  whole,  I  will  once  more  (tho' 
now  grown  unfit]  make  such  proposals  on  your  behalf  as  you  shall  send  me, 
hoping  you  will  not  let  this  lady  slip  through  your  fingers  as  you  did  the 
sister  Seymour,  three  such  heiresses  not  happening  in  three  centuries. — 
Whatever  attendance  may  be  wanting  for  your  two  sisters  farther  improve- 
ments, I  now  &  at  all  other  times  most  readily  consent  to. — Finding  that 
the  very  able,  honest  &  successfull  advisers  in  our  present  national  affairs 
steadily  persist  in  their  prejudices  to  me  &  my  family,  and  that  your  brother 
Augustus  must  be  maintained  by  me  or  left  to  subsist  on   his  very  lean 
provision  of  half  pay,  (after  his  having  performd  the  gallantest  action  in 
the  last  war,)  I  find  my  self  obliged  at  last  to  resolve  to  ask  his  Majesties 
leave  for  him  to  serve  some  foreign  prince  or  power,   who  will  do  more 
justice  to  his  services   than   they   have   met  with  at  home,  as  his  being 
neglected  is  upon  the  account  of  his  grandfather's  unpardonable  crime  of 
following  the  dictates  of  his  honor  and  conscience,  whicli  no  consideration 
by  the  grace  of  God  shall  ever  tempt  me  to  swerve  from. 

1368.        To  Mr.  Gosling.  Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  10,  1750. 

I   desire  you'd  purchase  for  me  fourteen  hundred 
pounds  of  Bank  stock,  which  with  what  I  have  already  there  will  make  the 
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whole  ten  thousand  pounds,  if  I  mistake  not ;  but  in  case  the  money  I 
have  in  your  hands  should  not  be  sufficient  for  the  purchase,  I  desire  you 
would  make  it  up  for  me,  &  I  will  allow  you  five  per  cent  for  it  till  my  own 
money  shall  reimburse  you.  I  would  have  this  fourteen  hundred  pounds 
bought  &  kept  in  my  own  name,  &  would  have  proper  authority  lodged  in 
your  hands  to  receive  from  time  to  time  whatever  shall  become  due  on  this, 
as  well  as  the  ;^8boo  Bank  stock  already  purchasd,  by  way  of  interest, 
dividend  etc.,  and  should  any  thing  farther  be  wanting,  if  you  will  let  me 
know  what  that  is,  it  shall  be  sent  you  by  your  friend  to  serve  you,  Bristol. 

1369.        To  John  Simmerson  of  Kirkby. 

Ickworth  Park,  Nov.  17,  1750. 

Simmerson 

I  was  a  good  deal  surprizd  to  find  by  your  letter  of 
the  12th  instant  you  expected  to  be  my  nominee  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  that 
now  is  of  a  beadsman  at  Kirkby,  &  desire  you  will  clearly  shew  that  what 
I  said  to  you  when  you  was  here  amounted  to  what  you  or  your  secretary 
for  you  call  a  tacit  promise  of  the  then  next  vacancy  ;  for  I  construe  even 
the  words  that  you  speak  for  me  (that  you  should  have  a  beadsman's  place) 
quite  otherwise,  &  think  they  were  as  applicable  to  a  second,  third,  fourth 
or  fifth  vacancy  as  the  then  next ;  but  I  shall  shew  you  in  the  course  of  this 
letter  that  I  said  no  such  thing  to  you,  my  words  being  these,  that  you  had 
been  very  negligent  in  not  applying  to  me  sooner  ;  that  I  had  some  months  sitice 
given  my  interest  to  another  person,  (St*  could  ?iot  ivith  honor  retract ;  that  I 
thought  your  coming  without  a  letter  of  recommendation  from  some  gentleman  or 
person  of  credit  in  your  neighbourhood  lookd  as  if  you  had  not  beliavd  as  you 
Plight  to  have  done  ;  but  if  I  found  upon  enquiry  that  you  was  honest,  sober  & 
industrious,  I  would  recommend  you  upon   some  future  occasion  ;    but  your 
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established  character  being  intirely  the  reverse  of  these  quallifications,  I 
think  my  self  under  no  sort  of  obligation  to  assist  you,  for  was  I  to  do  so, 
the  world  would  naturally  conclude  I  paid  very  little  regard  to  merit, 
or  that  I  had  lost  my  sences,  neither  of  which  I  can  assure  you  is  the  case 
at  present ;  therefore  desire  you  will  trouble  me  with  no  more  requests  of 
this  kind,  least  you  put  me  upon  laying  you  in  a  goal  for  the  arrear  you 
have  so  long  owed  me  of  ^43. .8. .11,  which  is  what  most  people  except  my 
self  would  have  done  long  before  now,  as  this  debt  accrued  thro*  your  own 
negligence  &  sottishness,  &  not  from  any  loss  in  your  cattle  or  other  accident. 
Bristol. 

1370.        To  Lord  Hervey.  Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  i,  1750. 

Having  receivd  information  from  my  son  Tom  of 
the  death  of  Lord  Mansel,  I  acquaint  you  therewith  that  you  may  order 
your  mourning  accordingly.  I  hope  upon  further  acquaintance  with  the 
waters  you  will  find  all  the  benefit  by  them  which  you  can  hope  for  or  I  can 
wish  you.  Whatever  poor  Mrs.  Buncombe's  case  is  I  desire  you  would 
enquire  after  the  truth,  and  send  me  an  account  of  what  her  wants  may  be, 
together  with  your  opinion  of  what  her  present  circumstances  may  most 
stand  in  need  of,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  supply  them.  I  find  my  self  so 
low  in  strength  and  spirits  from  what  I  have  already  dictated,  thatl  am  not 
well  able  to  add  more,  yet  I  must  tell  you  that  I  suppose  you  think  what  I 
more  than  once  spoke  &  wrote  to  you  of  concerning  your  brother  Augustus 
is  either  improper  to  be  moved  by  you  or  that  you  can  hope  for  no  success 
in  what  is  so  moved  for  the  interest  or  advancement  of  me  or  my  family. 
Whatever  the  true  reason  may  be,  I  desire  to  know  it,  and  that  they  may 
not  be  ignorant  of  our  having  more  than  twelve  thousand  pounds  per 
annum,  all  honestly  gotten,  to  resort  to,  let  their  gratefuU  disposition  be 
what  it  will  towards  us. 
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1371.  To  Sir  William  Bunbury.        Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  4,  1750. 

It  being  thought  adviseable  for  me  to  make  a 
new  will  I  have  done  so,  and  herewith  send  you  a  duplicate  thereof,  wherein 
you  will  find  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  nominate  you  as  a  trustee,  for 
which  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  and  accept  ol  the  trust,  as  it  will  probably 
give  you  but  little  trouble  &  be  a  great  satistaction  to,  Sir,  your  most 
faithfull  humble  servant,  Bristol. 

My  old  will  being  of  no  use,  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  return  it  to  me  by 
the  bearer. 

1372.  To  Sir  William  Bunbury.      Ickworth  Park,  Dec.  12,  1750. 

I  think  my  self  very  much  obligd  to  you  for  the 
care  you  have  taken  in  returning  my  old  will,  and  for  your  acceptance  of 
the  trust  containd  in  my  new  one  ;  and  I  shall  have  the  fullest  satisfaction 
in  the  mean  time  to  think  the  whole  will  be  performd  in  such  a  manner  as 
will  throughly  justifie  the  choice  made  by.  Sir,  your  most  faithfull  friend  & 
humble  servant,  Bristol. 

I  beg  you  would  make  my  compliments  to  Lady  Bunbury,  who  I  am  glad 
to  hear  is  so  well.* 

*  Here  Au|,aistus,  Lord  I'ristcl,  has  written  tlnrse  words  :  Keie  ends  the  conesp  ndanc^;  of  iiiy  most 
dearly  beloved  grandfaiher,  whcie  loss  I  shall  ever  regretl,  ii  whose  nicmcry  1  shall  ever  houor,  & 
laaxiins  endeavour  to  follow.     Bristol,  June  lo,  1775. 
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INDEX   OF   LETTERS   FROM    (SIR) 
THOMAS  HERVEY  TO  ISABELLA  MAY. 

NOS.     I    TO    "Jl. 

Having  neither  said  anything  about  these  letters  in  the  Preface,  nor  given  any 
footnotes  to  them,  I  must  put  in  a  word  here,  and  make  the  Index  an  explanatory  one. 
The  letters  were  written  during  the  early  years  of  the  Comm(^nwealth.  They  were 
written  during  courtship.  That  courtship  was  a  long  one,  lasting  ten  years.  It  was  also 
an  anxious  one,  and  a  secret  and  forbidden  one,  for  the  mother  of  the  young  lady  had 
in  her  mind  another  husband  for  her  daughter.  That  other  could  not  have  been  a 
better  man,  nor  a  more  affectionate  one,  than  he  who  wrote  these  letters  ;  but  he  was 
the  eldest  son  of  a  wealthy  knight,  instead  of  the  younger  one  of  an  impoverished  one, 
with  a  dilapidated  Hall ;  which  I  suppose  made  the  difference.  The  anxious  writer  of 
these  letters  was  Thomas  Hervey,  second  surviving  son  of  Sir  William  Hervey  of 
Ickworth,  Knt.,  and  was  born  in  1625.  The  receiver  of  the  letters  was  Isabella  May, 
also  born  in  1625,  daughter  of  Sir  Humphry  May,  Knt  ,  formerly  Vice-Chamberlain 
to  Charles  I.  Her  mother  was  Judith,  a  daughter  of  Sir  William  Foley  of  Boxted. 
The  husband  whom  Lady  May  wished  for  her  daughter  was  Mr.  North,  son  of  Sir 
Henry  North,  of  Mildenhall.  The  writer  of  the  letters  wrote  from  Hengrave,  where 
he  was  living  with  his  father  and  step-mother,  and  a  large  family  party.  The  receiver 
of  the  letters  was  generally  staying  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood ;  she  had  a 
married  sister  at  Bury,  an  uncle  at  Boxted,  kinsfolk  at  Eushbrooke,  Horringer,  and 
elsewhere.  Hengrave  was  the  maternal  inheritance  of  Lady  Penelope  Gage,  who  at 
this  time  was  living  there  with  her  third  husband,  Sir  William  Hervey  ;  her  former 
husbands  had  been  Sir  George  Trenchard,  and  Sir  John  Gage.  The  places  mentioned 
in  the  letters  are  all  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bury ;  and  the  families  mentioned 
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belong  to  a  small  group  of  Suffolk  families,  that  were  connected  with  each  other  by 
frequent  intermarriages,  and  that  were  connected  with  Suffolk  by  long  residence  therein. 
In  making  this  Index  I  have  translated  "  your  brother"  or  "  your  sister  "  into  a  name, 
assuming  that  brother  or  sister  is  not  used  for  brother-in-law  or  sister-in-law.     If  my 
translation  is  wrong,  then  names  appear  in  the  Index  with  a   wrong  reference.      Por 
the  genealogical  notices  here  and  elsewhere,  I  am  chiefly  indebted  to   Gage's    History 
of  Thingoe  Hundred  ;  Supplement  to   the  Suffolk  Traveller ;  Burke's  Extinct  and 
Dormant  Baronetcies  ;  and  other  works.     I  have  often  found  great  discrepancies  in  the 
different  accounts  of  the  same  individual,  and  being  of  necessity  only  a  copyist  in  such 
matters,  I  can  scarcely  hope  to  have  avoided  all  errors.    I  should  say  in  conclusion  that 
the  marriage  between  Thomas  Hervey  and  Isabella  May  took  place  in  Ickworth  Church 
in  1658.     I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir  Henry)  North  ever  married,  but 
at  any  rate  he  died    childless    in  1695,    and  with  him    the  baronetcy  expired,   and 
Mildenhall  passed  to  one  of  another  name.     The  vain  questions  will  occur  to  one  in  a 
condensed  form,  If  he  had  been  the  successful  suitor,  who'd  have  been  where  ? 


B ABRAHAM.     In  Cambridgeshire,  where  the  Mays  lived.     4. 

BACON,  Lady.  If  the  Supplement  to  the  Suffolk  Traveller  is  right,  this  was 
probably  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Warner,  of  Wamhill,  in  Mildenhall, 
widow  of  Eobert  Jermyn,  of  Eushbrooke.  and  wife  of  Sir  Butts  Bacon,  who 
was  created  a  Baronet  in  1627.  She  died  in  1679.  Being  connected  with  the 
Norths,  she  may  have  favoured  the  pretensions  of  Mr.  North,  the  rival,  which 
would  explain  this  passage.     62. 

BANSFIELD.  Anciently  Badmondesfield,  a  manor  in  the  parish  of  Wickhambrook  ; 
it  belonged  to  the  Norths  of  Mildenhall,  till  Sir  Henry,  who  was  created  a 
baronet  in  1660,  conveyed  it  to  the  Warners.  The  reason  of  the  Bansfield 
journey  causing  anxiety  is  obvious.     41,   72. 

BARKER,  Sir  Thomas.  According  to  Burke  (Extinct  Baronetcies)  he  was  a  son 
of  Sir  Robert  Barker,  of  Grimston,  in  Suffolk,  and  heir  to  his  mother  who 
was  a  Crofts  of  Saxham.  Ho  is  described  as  of  Besford,  in  Suffolk.  He 
may  have  come  in  from  Westow,  where  the  Crofts  were.  I  don't  know  where 
Bedford  is.     9. 
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BATH.    24. 

BLAGGE,  Mrs.  Colonel.  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Eoger  North,  of  Mildenhali, 
and  wife  of  Colonel  Thomas  Blagge,  of  Little  Horringer  Hall.  Her  daughter 
Margaret,  the  wife  of  Sydney,  1st  Earl  of  Godolphin,  was  the  Mrs.  Godolphin, 
whose  life  was  written  by  Evelyn.  The  Blagges  and  Jermyns  were  connected 
by  frequent  intermarriages.  Mrs.  Colonel  Blagge  would  be  aunt  to  Mr.  North, 
the  rival.     2. 

BOWLS,  Game  of.    A  Bowler.     30,  32. 

BOXTED.  The  seat  of  the  Foley s,  about  10  miles  from  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  The 
owner  of  Boxted  at  this  time.  Sir  William  Foley,  was  brother  to  Lady  May, 
and  his  mother  was  sister  to  Thomas  Hervey's  mother.     39. 

BUCKENHAM,  Dr.    46. 

BURY  ST.  EDMUNDS  ;  sometimes  simply  Town.  9,  10,  22,  24,  29,  32,  33, 
34,   35,  40,  46,   56,   58,  63,   65. 

CALTHORPE,  Mr.  The  Calthorpes  were  at  Ampton,  near  Bury,  from  about 
1630  to  about  1780.  This  is,  I  presume,  James  Calthorpe,  who  died  in  1658, 
aged  about  32  years.     He  was  knighted  by  Cromwell  in  1656.     35,  73. 

DUNCOMBE,  Lady.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Humphry  May,  and  sister  to 
Isabella  May,  to  whom  these  letters  are  written,  and  wife  of  Sir  John 
Duncomhe.  The  Duncombes  seem  to  have  lived  in  Bury.  13,  14,  15,  18, 
32,   34,  44,   46,   52,    65. 

GAGE,  Edward.  Younger  son  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Penelope,  on  whom 
Hengrave  was  settled  :  he  married  Mary  Hervey,  his  step-father's  daughter, 
in  1648,  was  created  a  baronet  in  1662,  and  died  in  1707,  aged  90  years.     26, 

40. 

GAGE,  Mary.  Daughter  of  Sir  William  Hervey  ;  married  Edward  Gage,  her  step- 
mother's son,  and  died  in  July,  1654.     40. 

GAGE,  Lady  Penelope.  Daughter  and  co-heir  of  Thomas  Darcy,  Earl  of 
Elvers  ;  inherited  Hengrave  from  her  mother,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Sir 
Thomas  Kytson  ;  she  married  successively  Sir  George  Trenchard,  Sir  John 
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Gage,  and  Sir  William  Hervey,  and  died  in  1661.  At  the  time  of  the  writing 
of  these  letters  Lady  Penelope,  ISir  William  Hervey  and  his  children  by  a 
former  marriage,  married  and  unmarried,  were  occupying  Hengrave.    29,  32. 

HANMER,  Lady.  Susan,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Hervey,  second  wife  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,  and  grandmother  to  that  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  who  was 
Lord  Bristol's  life-long  friend.     32,  33,  47,  67. 

HENGRAVE.  About  4  miles  from  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  Sir  Thomas  Kitson  bought 
Hengrave  in  1521,  and  soon  afterwards  built  the  present  Hall.  He  was 
succeeded  by  his  son.  Sir  Thomas,  who  died  in  1602.  After  Lady  Kitson's 
death  in  1628  it  passed  to  Thomas  D'Arcy,  Earl  Kivers,  who  had  married  their 
daughter.  At  Lady  Rivers'  death  in  1644  it  came  to  her  daughter.  Lady 
Penelope,  successively  wife  of  Sir  George  Trenchard,  Sir  John  Gage,  and  Sir 
William  Hervey.  Lady  Penelope  dying  in  166i  left  it  to  Edward,  her  third 
son  by  Sir  John  Gage.     17,  49. 

HERVEY,  John.  Eldest  son  of  Sir  William  Hervey  by  his  first  wife  Susan 
(Jermyn).  I  presume  that  the  passage  in  letter  64  does  not  refer  to  a  brother- 
in-law,     23,  24,  64. 

Judith.       Eldest    daughter   of    Sir   William    Hervey  ;   she    married   James 

Eeynolds  of  Bumpstead  in  Essex  in  1655.     45,  47. 

—  KEZIA.     Sixth  daughter  of  Sir  William  Hervey  ;  she  married  Thomas  Tyrell 

of  Gipping  in  Suffolk.     30,   73. 

—  Thomas,  his  picture.     53,  55. 

—  Sir  William.     Bom  1585,  died  1 660.     Married  firstly  in  1 61 3  Susan  Jermyn 

of  Rushbrooke,  secondly  in  1642  Lady  Penelope  Gage.     54,  55,  61,  63,  64 

HORRINGER.  Originally  Horuingsworth,  corrupted  into  Horningsheath  and 
Horringer ;  about  2  miles  from  Bury  St  Edmunds,  and  adjoining  to  Ickworth. 
The  Blagges  at  this  time  owned  Little  Horringer,  and  the  Jermyn s  of 
Rushbrooke  owned  Great  Horringer.  Probably  Little  Horringer  Hall  is 
meant.     35. 

ICKWORTH.  3  miles  from  Bury  St.  Edmunds.  At  this  time  the  Hall  was  more 
or  less  uninhabited.  Sir  W^illiam  Hervey  only  going  there  occasionally  on 
business.     19,   54,   64. 
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JERMYN,  Mr.  I  presume  this  is  Thomas,  of  Rushbrooke,  eldest  son  of  the  late 
Sir  Thomas,  and  brother  to  Henry  who  was  created  Baron  Jermyn  in  1643, 
and  Earl  of  St.  Albans  in  1660,  and  father  to  Thomas  who  succeeded  his 
uncle  as  Lord  Jermyn,  and  to  Henry  who  was  created  Lord  Dover ;  and 
nephew  to  the  first  wife  of  Sir  William  Hervey.     56, 

LONDON.     23,  24,  53. 

MAY,  Baptist,  and  James.  Sons  of  Sir  Humphrey  May.  In  some  of  these 
passages  it  is  not  clear  what  brothers  are  meant.     18,  30,  34,  45. 

MAY,  Lady.  Judith,  wife  of  Sir  Humphrey  May,  and  daughter  of  Sir  WiUiam 
Foley,  who  died  in  1629.  Her  mother  was  a  Jermyn,  sister  to  Sir  William 
Hervey' s  first  wife.  She  died  in  1661,  and  was  buried  at  Boxted.  2,  5,  18, 
72. 

MII>DENHALL.  About  12  miles  from  Bury.  Till  the  dissolution  of  monasteries  it 
belonged  to  the  Abbots  of  Bury.  The  North  family  succeeded  them.  The 
owner  at  this  time  was  Henry  North,  who  succeeded  his  father,  Sir  Eoger 
North,  Knt.,  in  1651.  He  was  created  a  Baronet  in  1660,  and  died  the  same 
year,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Henry,  who  died  s.  p.  in  1695.  Mildenhall 
then  passed  to  his  sister's  son.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  and  on  the  death  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer  in  1746  it  passed  to  his  sister's  son,  Sir  William  Bunbury. 
65. 

NEWMARKET.    20.- 

NORTH,  Mr.  (Te  youth.)  I  presume  this  is  Henry,  the  2nd  baronet,  who  died  in 
1695.  It  was  he  whom  Lady  May  preferred  to  Thomas  Hervey  for  her 
daughter.     34,   64. 

NORTH,  Sir  Henry.  Of  Mildenhall ;  father  of  the  above  Mr.  North,  the  rival. 
34. 

FOLEY,  Lady.  If  this  is  the  wife  of  the  then  owner  of  Boxsted,  Sir  William 
Foley,  then  it  is  Elizabeth  his  second  wife,  sister  of  Sir  Simonds  D'Ewes. 
But  if  it  is  a  dowager  Lady  Foley,  wife  of  Sir  WilJiam  who  died  in  1629, 
then  it  is  Ann  (Jermyn),  sister  of  Sir  William  Hervey's  first  wife,  and  mother 
of  Judith,  Lady  May.     She  died  in  1658.     32,  62. 
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RUSHBROOKE.  2  milos  from  Bury ;  owned  at  this  time  by  Thomas  Jermyn,  first 
cousin  to  Thomas  Hervey ;  on  the  death  of  his  son  Thomas,  Lord  Jermyn,  in 
1703,  it  passed  to  Mary  his  daughter  and  co-heiress,  wife  of  Sir  Eobert 
Davers  of  Eougham ;  on  the  death  of  their  grandson  Sir  Oharles  Davers  in 
1806,  it  passed  to  his  sister's  son,  Frederick  William,  1st  Marquis  of  Bristol, 
who  exchanged  it  for  Little  Saxham  with  Eobert  Eushbrooke.     30,  45,  65. 

SAXHAM.  I  presume  this  is  Little  Saxham,  four  miles  from  Bury.  The  owner  of 
Little  Saxham  Hall  at  this  time  was  Sir  Henry  Crofts,  who  was  knighted  in 
1611,  succeeded  his  father  in  1628,  and  died  in  1667,  H©  was  the  father  of 
William,  Lord  Crofts,  who  was  visited  at  Saxham  by  Charles  11.  It  looks  as 
if  John  Hervey  were  occupying  the  house.     62,  64. 

SHARP,  Mr     59. 

SMALL  POX.    24. 

SQUIRE,  The.     I  am  sorry  I  cannot  name  him.     37. 

TYRELL,  Mr.  Of  Gipping  in  Suffolk ;  father  of  Thomas  Tyrell,  who  married 
Thomas  Hervey's  sister,  Kezia.     73. 

WALES.  This  visit  would  be  to  Hanmer  or  Bettisfield,  Co.  Flint,  the  seat  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hanmer,  whose  second  wife  was  Susan,  sister  to  Thomas  Hervey.    67. 
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Affleck,  Gilbert,  1 177. 

Albemarle,  Earl  of,   357. 

Allen,  Alderman,  11 18. 

Anguish,   Mrs.,  438. 

Anon,  984,  990,    1331. 

Archer,   Mrs.,   1295. 

Astell,  William,   585. 

Aston,  See  Hervey  Henry. 

Auchmouty,  Mrs.,    172. 

Barker,   Sir  Wiliam,   582,  605 . 

Barnardiston,  Sergeant,    1 133,  1206. 

Barrell,  Henry,  608,  664,  665,  885. 

Barret,  Mr.,  315,  317. 

Bathurst,  Lord,  450,  962. 

Battely,   Charles,  239. 

—  Rev. 853. 

—  Samuel,  257,  364,  374. 
Beck,  Rev.  John,  890. 
Berkshire,  Earl  of.  662. 
Bogest,  Major,   1258. 
Bolton,  Duke  of,  1038. 
Bond,  Lady,  389. 

—  William,  999. 
Boyle,  Mr.  Secretary,  319. 
Brackenbury,   Carr,   1105. 
Bradshaw,  Mrs.,   513. 
Bunbury,  Sir  Henry,  584. 

—  Sir  William,  1205,  1289,  1335,  1371,  1372. 
Burlington,  Countess  of,   1223.  1269. 
Burrough,  James,    1340. 

Burslem,  Mrs.,  498,  501. 

Burton,  Dr.  893. 

Bury  Corporation,  94,  128,  195,  197,  217,  964* 

Butts,  Rev.  Eyton.     1300. 

—  Rev.  Robert,  530,  829,  929,  945,  966, 

973,  981.  988,  991,  996,  lOil,  1018, 
1020,  1076,  1079,  1152,  I168,  I186, 
1 199,  1207,  1254. 

Calcroft,  Mr.  1 3 10. 

Carter,  William     974. 

Carter,  William      1072. 

Carus,  Mrs.     851,  858. 

Cary,  Alderman.     528. 


Castleton,  Lord.     193. 

Chancellor,  Lord.       See  Cowper.       Hardwick. 

King.    Talbot. 
Chesshyre,  Sir  John.     936. 
Clayton,  Bishop.     950. 
Clinton,  Earl  of.     1298. 
Clopton,  Dr.     534. 
Cocks,  Sir  Richard.      218,  241,  247,  256,  258, 

271,    311,    314,    323,    326,    354,    394, 

426,  442,  464,  465. 
Cook,  Thomas.     1264. 
Covell,  Dr.     266,  272. 
Covell,  William.     190. 
Cowper,  Lord.     429. 
Craske,  John.     388. 
Crispe,  Mrs.     401. 
Crompe,  John,     81,  437,  439. 
CuUum,  Thomas,     85,  106. 
Davers,  Captain.     11 84. 
Denne,   Dr.       1091,    1237,    1 277,    1290,    1294, 

1297,  1356. 
Derby,  Lord.     268. 
Directors  of  the  Royal  Bank.     126. 
Discipline,  Thomas.     886,  916. 
Dorset,  Earl  of.     127. 
Dorset,  Duke  of.     970, 
Dover,  Lord.     77. 
Duncombe,  Mr.     93,  96,   191. 

—  Mrs,     801,  876,  937,  1 183,  1321. 
Durell,  Bourchier.     1149. 

Dysart,  Lord.     i2o8. 
Edon,  Mrs.     103. 
Ellis,  Sir  William.     504,  506. 
Elvires,  Captain  John.     11 69. 

—  Mrs.     87. 

—  Sir  Hervey.     269,  356,  433. 
Ely,  Bishop  of.     See  Butts. 
Eure,  Edward,     1004. 
Fauquiere,  Francis.     958. 

Felton,  Dr.  Henry.     102,  105,  107,  no. 

—  Mrs.    363, 

—  Sir  Compton,     424,  451. 

—  Sir  Thomas.    209,  210. 
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Fieldhouse,  Mr.     1028. 
Firebrace,  Sir  Cordel.     125 1. 
Fiske,  Mrs.     246. 
Fitzgerald,  George.     1250. 
Folkes,  Martin.     76. 

—  Thomas.     602. 

—  Rev.  Thomas.     502,  508. 
Forster,  Samuel.     1312,   1314,  1315. 
Fowke,  Lady.     1362. 

Fox,  Charles.     92. 

—  Mrs.     91. 

—  Stephen.     1040. 
Friend,  Dr.     431,  448. 

Gage,  Sir  William.      99,    226,    242,    304,   322, 

359,  443- 
Gardener,  Dr.     75,  82,   194. 

Garth,  Sir  Samuel.     505. 

Geekie,  Rev.  William.     866. 

Gefifes,  Mr.     461. 

Gibert  Rev.     1270. 

Gipps,  Lady.     260. 

Godolphin,  Lord.     267. 

Gooch,  Sir  Thomas  (Bishop).     1195,1196,   1197. 

Goodall,  Thomas.     309. 

Gosling,  Mr.     1368. 

Grafton,  Duke  of.     275,  687,   1342. 

Grififen,  Mr.     663,  827. 

—  Lord.  939,  942.  1037,  1114,  1117,  1141, 

1 144,  1 145,  1 146,  H47. 

Halifax,  Marquis  of.     lor. 

Hanmer,  Sir  Thomas.  227,  248,  276,  305,  306, 
318,  320,  398,  400,  435,  463,477,479, 
577,  607,  784,  786,  855,  868,  922,  955, 
1045,  1109,  1154,  1155,  1159,  1161, 
1163,   1178,  1181,   1194,  1202. 

Hard  wick,  Lord.     121 1,  1234,    1339. 

Harpur,  Henry.     1344. 

Hayes,  Francis.     360. 

Heigham,  Arthur.     1142,  1143. 

Hervey,  Lady  Ann.     446,  880. 

—  Mrs.  Ann.   1213,  1246.  1257. 

—  Augustus.  1216,  1232,  1287,  1338. 

—  Charles.  1341. 

—  Elizabeth.  See  Mansel. 

—  Felton,  iiro,  1113,  1121,  1125,  1127, 

1135.  "37»  1157.  "581  ii6o,  1218, 

12^6,  1266,  1268,  1271,  1275,  1281, 

1286,  1291,  1311,  1316,  1318,  1319, 

1323,  1324,  i32fc,  1329,  1336,  1345, 

1348,  1364,  1365. 


—  Frederick.  1227,  1282,  1301,  1330,  1354, 

1359- 

—  Henry  (Aston).   550,  802,  923,  1043, 

1067,  1083,  1086,  I 167,  1215,  1226, 
1284. 

—  Mrs.  Henry  (Aston).  956,  1046. 

—  John,  of  Antigua.     1267. 

—  John,  of  Thurleigh.      187,  243,  270. 

—  Lady  (Lepel).  580,  601,  894,  925,  932, 

986,  1041,  1047,  1052,  1066,  1077, 
1087,  1096,  1171,  1175,  1204,  1221, 
1263,  1265,  1276,  1363,  1366. 

—  Lord  (Carr).  237,  244,  302,  312,  368," 

375,  392,  395-  397,  399,  425,  428,  430, 
462,  466,  491,  492,  579,  581,  695. 

—  Lord  (George).  1097,  1162,  1179,  1180, 

I188,  I189,  I191,  1192,  1209,  1210, 

1212,  1219,  1224,  1228,  1233,  1235, 

1236,  1240,  1242,  1244,  1245,  1248, 

1252,  1255,  1260,  1272,  1274,  1279, 

1283,  1285,  1288,  1292,  1304,  1305, 

1306.  1307,  1327,  1332,  1333,  1334, 

1346,  1347,  1349,  1350,  1351,  1353, 

1355,  1357,  1358,  1360,  1361,  1367, 
1370. 

—  Lord  (John).  391, 444, 478,  496.  788,  847, 

881,  884,  906,  931,  934,  947,  953,  957, 
963,  968,  071,  979,  983,  985,  987,  989, 
994-  995'  998,  1008,  1012,  1015,  1016, 

1032,  1034,  1035,  1043,  1044,  1050, 
105 1,  1054,  1064,  1068,  1074,  1078, 
108 I,  1085,  1088,  1090,  1092,  1093, 
1094,  1095,  1098,  1099,  iioi,  I 102, 
1106,  mi,  1112,  1119,  ii20j  1123, 
1124,  1126,  1128,  1129,  1130,  1131, 
1134,  1136,  1138,  1151,  1156,  1164, 
1 170,  1 172,  1 173,  "74- 

-^  Miss  (Mary).  1241. 

—  Rev.—  365. 

—  Thomas.  494,  549,  933.  949,  "76,  1247. 

—  Mrs.  Thomas.  See  Mrs.  Ann. 

—  Sir  Thomas.  79,  84,  88,  89. 

—  William.   908,  910,  912,  914,  915,  943, 

1033,  1 108,  1 140,  1200,  1220,  1222. 
Holt,  Sir  Charles.  119. 

Hopes,  Mr.     95. 

Hovell,  Richard.     436. 

Howard,  Henrietta.     See  Lady  Suffolk. 

—  Henrietta.     1089. 

—  Henry.     See  Earl  of  Berkshire. 
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Howard,  Katherine.     1148. 

—  Mary.     930. 

—  Mrs.     948. 
Hutchinson,  Dr.     281,  452. 
Jasper,  Mr.     1014. 
Jodrell,  Mr.     83,  240,  366. 
Jouneau,  Mr.     497. 
Kelsall,  Mr.     888,  11 50. 
Killala,  Bishop  of.  See  Clayton. 
King,  Lord.     887. 

Knowles,  John.     1239,  1313. 

Le  Roy,  Rev —    86. 

Lee,  Baptist.     850,  852,  854. 

Leeds,  Edward.      189,  254. 

L' Estrange,  Hamon.     1230,  1352. 

Lincoln,   Bishop  of.      See  Gardener,   Reynolds, 

Wake. 
Ling,  Alderman.     147,   170. 
Macro,  Mr.     188. 

—  Rev.  Ralph.     883. 

Manley,  Mrs.  Delariviere.     507,  529,  583. 

—  Mrs.  Elizabeth.     503. 
Manning,  Mr.     238. 

Mansel,  Bussy,     790,  879,  905,  918,   ii66. 

—  Lady  Elizabeth.     787,  810,  869. 
Manwaring,  Mr.     265. 

Marlborough,  Duchess  of.  277,  372,  531,  532, 
533.  603,  604,  709,  789,  849,  867, 
9271  935'  940.  941.  946,  1048,  1056, 
1069,   1070. 

—  Duke  of.     214,  249,    253,  261,  279,  307, 

355.  367.  396:  441. 
Maskelyne,  Mrs.     1259. 

—  Mrs.  Sarah,      1273. 

Masson,  Monsieur.     316,  358,  393,  434. 

Meggott,  Mrs.     514. 

Middlesex,  Earl  of.     See  Dorset. 

Milles,  Mr.     278,  676. 

MinshuU,  Richard,     432. 

Monsey,  Doctor,     iioo,  1 103,   1165. 

Montague,  Earl  of.     80. 

Moore,  Bishop.     90,  196. 

Mure,  Mr.     13 1 7. 

M n,  Lady.     500, 

Newport,  Hon.  Thomas.     467. 
Newton,  Sir  John.    362. 
Norris,  Sir  John.     1036. 
Northumberland,  Duke  of.     263. 
Norton,  Major,  (Richard).     259. 


Norton,  Col.  (Thomas).      882,    917,   919,    960, 

969,  972,  997,  1 107,   1 132. 
Norwich,  Bishop  of.     See  Butts,   Gooch,  Moore. 
Oliver,  Mr.     928. 
Orkney,  Earl  of.     252,  308. 

—  Countess  of.    250. 
Ormond,  Duke  of.     224. 
Peach,  Thomas.     1325. 

Phipps,  Constantine.     1185.  ^SOS- 

—  Lepel.     1 187,   1302. 
Playters,  Lady.     126 1,  1262. 

—  Sir  John.     97. 
Porter,  Aubrey.     225,  324. 
Potts,  Sir  Roger.     98. 
Priest,  Rev.  — ,     427. 

Prime,  Sir.  Samuel.     1217,   1229,  1231,  1249. 
Progers,  Mr.     321. 

Ramsay,  Mrs.     108,  109,   ill,  112,  390. 
Ray,  Alderman.     783,  870. 

—  Ambrose.     844. 

—  Rev.    Charles.      938,    992,     I071,     1075, 

1 190,  1214. 

—  Walter.     493. 
Reynolds,  James.     785,  1013. 

—  Richard  (Bishop).     859,  951,  952,    1017. 

—  Robert.     499. 
Ridge,  Humphrey.     921. 

—  Thomas.     911,  913. 
Rothwell,  Sir  Richard.     74. 
Russell,  Louis.     11 82. 
Seaton,  Mr.     447. 

Sedgwick,   Rev.  William.     924,  926. 

Seller,  Rev.  — .     1238,  1243. 

Simmerson,  John.     1369. 

Smith,  John.     993 

Smyth,  Lady  Louisa.     I122,   1225. 

Smyth,  Sir  Robert.     944,    1153,  1337. 

Somers,  Lord.     171. 

Spencer,  Lady  Diana.     848. 

Spring,  Sir  William.     889. 

Stannyford,  Henry.     1029. 

Suffolk,  Lady.     527,   578. 

Sullyard,  Edward.     1343. 

Sunderland,  Earl  of.     100. 

Talbot,  Lord.     982. 

Tankerville,  Earl  of.     1073,  1080,   1082,   1084. 

Tookie,  Mrs.     1293. 

Turner,  Alderman,     285,  378,  606. 

—  John.     284,  445. 
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—  John  jun.     I115,  1193,  1278. 

—  Lady  Isabella.     376. 
Tyrconnel,  Viscount.     1198,   1280,   1296. 
Vanbrugh,  Sir  John.     228. 

Wake,  Bishop.     264. 

Walker,  Rev.  Dr.     1299. 

W^ard,  John.     495. 

Waring,  Brigadier.     791. 

Warrington,  Earl  of.     1 139. 

Weld  Joseph.     221. 

Whatley,  Rev.  Robert.     909,   920,  954,  961. 

Whichcote,  Colonel.     192,  283. 

—  Sir.  Francis.     1201. 


Willerton,  Mr.     1308,   1309,   1320,    1322,    1328. 

Williams,  Rev.  Dr,      1253. 

Winchelsea,  Earl  of.     1203. 

Windle,  Rev.  — .     1104. 

Wood,  Charles.     1039. 

Wright,  Alderman  325,  373,  959,  11 16. 

—  John.     377. 
Wroth .  Mr.     280. 
Wyche,  Rev.  — .     303. 
Yorke,  Mr.     245. 
(Blank)  Alderman.     828. 

—  Lord.     732. 

—  See  Anon. 
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It  "will  be  as  well  to  say  at  once  that  this  Index  is  a  very  incomplete  and  unsatis- 
factory one,  and  does  not  pretend  to  be  otherwise.  Numbers  of  persons,  places  and 
things  mentioned  in  the  Letters  are  not  mentioned  in  it ;  and  in  the  case  of  those  which 
are  mentioned  not  all  the  references  are  given,  and  the  selection  is  only  an  arbitrary 
one.     Some  ill  consequences  may  be  averted  by  this  being  plainly  stated. 

The  names  of  those  to  whom  letters  are  written  have  their  own  seperate  Index,  and 
so  are  not  included  in  this  one. 

Nos.  1  to  452  will  be  found  in  Vol.  1  ;  Nos.  453  to  852  in  Vol.  2. ;  Nos.  853  to  1372 
in  Vol.  3. 


Acts  of    Parliament.      See    Coinage,     Treason, 

Wool. 
Addison,  his  new  play,  Cato.      -411,    412,    415, 

421,  538. 
—     his  death.     538. 
Alborough  election.      553,    555,   559,    560,  563, 

566,  577. 
Aldertons  of  Shotley.     1226. 
Ambassador.     See  Dutch,  Spanish,  Venetian. 
Amelia  Princess.     891. 
Anne,  Queen,  touching  for  evil.     295,  297. 
Archer,  Mrs.     1367. 
Actors.     421,  538. 
Asses  milk.     684. 
Aston,  Sir  Thomas.     936,   1003. 
Aswarby.     236,    392,    581,    588,    589,  692,   779, 

1201. 
Aurora  Borealis.     542.  570. 
Bank  of  England.     340,   419. 
BarnarJiston,  Miss  Betty.     1053. 
Barricave,  Mr.,  tutor,     762,  769,  819. 
Barrow-bridge.     637. 
Bath,  Lord  Bristol's  opinion  of.     524,  646,  746, 

778,  788. 
Bath   News.     614,    618,    620,    626,    628,    630, 

636,    639,    643,    649,    652,    708,    713, 

715,   717.    719.    721,    725,    73S.    741, 

773,  775'  777,  782. 
Bath  stone  purchased.     238. 
Battely  family.      283,    375    384,    386.    387,   557, 

783,  859,  1 02 1. 
Bishop's  Castle.     980. 

Bond  family.     191,  242,  304,  319,  322,  389. 
Bononcini,  musician.    666,  685. 


Booth,  actor.     421. 

Bradshaw,    Peggy.      614,    616,    618,    619,    620, 

628,  639,  669. 
Bristol,  Bishop  of.     502,  549,  550, 

—  Earl  of.     See  Hervey. 

Brook,  Mrs,,  aunt  to  Lady  Hervey.      j^iZi  97  ^ 

1276. 
Brook,  Bury  Painter.     88. 
Buckingham,  Town  of,  burnt.     832. 
Bunbury,  Lady,  death  of.     1202. 

—  Rev.  — .     1 018. 

—  Sir  Charles.      1059. 
Burslem  family.     92,  235,  236,  339, 

Bury  St.   Edmunds,    Assembly.     553,  557,    560, 
625,  899. 

—  Ball.     483,  486,  899. 

—  Clopton's  Hospital.     1021. 

—  Corporation.      94,     128,    147,    195,    197, 

217,  528,  617,  619,  627,  631,  698, 
704,  819,  823,  933,  958,  964,  997, 
ion,   1220,  1271,  1342,  1365. 

—  Distress  in.     958,  11 16. 

—  Elections.     324,  374,  386,  430,  436,  670, 

694,  69s,  828,  829,  841,  873,  965, 
966,  975,  985,  1220,  1222,  1247,  1248, 
1249,  1254,  1256,    1284.  1324, 

—  Fair.     324,   363,  430,  435,   505,  642. 

—  Hospital.     283. 

—  Lord  Bristol's  house  at.     513,    772,  808, 

841,  1019,  1021,  1023,  1109,  1213, 
1246,  1259,  1281,  1291. 

—  Prices.     892. 

—  Races.     1291. 

—  Recordership  of.     376,  386,  388. 
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—  Rejoicings  at.     841,  899,  965. 

—  School.     iSSj  189,  254,  445,  448,  606. 

—  Small  pox  at.     345,  346,   528,  964. 

—  Troops  quartered  at.     491,  493. 

Butts,    Rev.   Robert.     613,  619,    882,  899,  933, 

959.  992,  1 190,  1331- 

—  ?klrs.,  death  of.     992,  996. 
Cambridge  University.     321,  444,  866,   1297. 
Carlton,  Lord.     715,  719,  729,  830. 
Caroline,  Queen.     460,  520,  542,  544,  657,   864, 

897,  900,  977,  1002,  1049,  1050,  1052, 

1060,  1062,   1068,  1081. 
Cards,  dispute  at.     789. 
Carr,  Sir  Robert,  his  debts.     75. 

—  Lady.     1 14. 

Cattle  plague  in  Lincolnshire.     1260. 

Cavenham  Vicarage.  171,1332,   I334>  1339, 1342- 

Cawley,  Archdeacon.     194, 

Chedburgh.     704,   131 1. 

Chesterford.     892,  89S,  896. 

Chevington.     295,  443,  991,  1352. 

Cheyne,  Dr.,  (China).     636,  863,  870,  892,  893. 

Cholmondley,      Lady      Pen.,     excommunicated. 

103 1. 
Churchill,  Lord,  death  of.     213,   214,  215. 
Clarke,   Dr.,    his   preaching   imitated    by   Felton 

Hervey.     541. 
Classical  Education.     244. 
Clegatt,  Archdeacon.     200,  207. 
Clopton,  Dr.     833,  834,  839,   872. 
Clopton's  Hospital.     1021. 
Cocks,  Rev.  Dr.    464,  465. 
Coinage  bill.     128. 

Court  Xews.     See  Letters  from  Lady  Bristol- 
Covel,  William.     204,  206,  209,  210,  211,  219, 

260. 
Cowley,  the  poet.     375,  454,  876. 
Craske  family.     210,  377,   917,  967,   1098. 
Cross,  the  limner.     88. 
Culium,  Sir  Dudley.     545,   587. 

—  Lady.     642. 
Cutzona,  singer.     773,  775. 
Dahl,  painter.     349,  350. 

Davers,  Captain.     1022,  1023,  1025. 

—  Jermyn.     694,  695. 

—  Lady,  death  of.     692. 

—  Sir  Robert,  2nd  Bart.      79,    189,   21 1,   242, 

283,  288,  324,  373,   389,  679,  682. 
— •     Sir  Robert,  3rd   Bart.     288,  289,  688,  690. 


Davies,  Rev.  James.     171. 

Depden.     1048,  1056,   1069,  1070. 

Discipline,  Mr.     783,  928,    11 16,    1176,  1352. 

Disney,  Duke.     809. 

Dogs,  death  ol.     856,  861. 

Dover,  Lord.     177,  242. 

Duffon  Hall.     246. 

Dunch,  MibS.     See  Hervey,  Harry. 

Duncombe,  Sir  Charles,  death  of.     342. 

—  Sophy.     524.    526.    598,    790,    810,    816, 

857,  903,  937,  1316,  1318,  1319,  1323, 
1324,  1326,  1345,  1370. 

—  Mr.     483,   708,  713,  719. 
Durastante,  a  singer.     978. 
Dutch  Ambassador.     669. 

Effingham,  Lady.  438,  488,  490,  551,  803, 
808,  824,  856,  861,  863,  864,  1261, 
1264. 

—  Lord.     1272,  1357,    1358,    1360. 
Eldred,  Mr.     687. 

Elections.       See     Aldborough,    Bury,    Sudbury, 

Suffolk. 
Elwes,  Captain.      1 149,   1 150. 

—  Captain  John.     224,  263,  337,   1007. 

—  Sir  Gervase.     190. 

—  Sir   Henry.      267,    268,     269,    280,     386, 

461,  979. 
Ely,  Bishop  of.     See  Butts. 
Emmett,  groom.     481,  554,  690,  760,  1352, 
English,  Mrs.     278. 
Epidemicks.     642,  907,  959. 
Epsom- Wells,  diversions  at.     516,  518. 
Eton  College,  rebellion  at.     907. 
Eugene,  Prince.     373. 
Fayram,  a  painter.     1 188. 
Felton,  Aunt.     590,  593. 

—  Sir  Adam.     451. 

—  Sir  Compton.     287,  289,  363,  472. 

—  Sir  Henry.     451,  582. 

—  Sir  Thomas  (Papa),     no,   114,  122,    129, 

148,  157,  158,  200,  203,  205,  207, 
208,  217,  220,  231,  255,  274.  Death 
of.     285,  286,   287. 

—  Lady.      615,    617,    619,    621,    623,    625, 

856,  917.  960,  989- 
Frederick,    Prince.      496,    497,    519,    891,    896, 

925*,  934,    1002,  1019,   1042. 
Friend,  Dr.,  consulted  in  the  Tower.     737,  740, 

742,  743,  744- 


*  I  think  the  Prince  Frederick  mentioned  here,  means  Frederick  son  of  John,  Lord  Hervey,  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Derry. 
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—  — ,     Master  of  Westminster  School.     445, 

494.  897. 
Gage,  Captain,  deprived  of  his  commission.     492. 

—  Lady,  death  of.     875,  889. 

—  Sir  William.     554,  889. 
Gambling.     371,  415,  419,   824,  891. 
George  I.,  his  progress.     673. 

—  II.     460,   511,  520,  561,   1065. 
Germaine,  Lady  Betty  has  a  Sacrament  at  home. 

404.     Her  expectant  lovers.     515. 

—  Sir  John.     515. 
Gipps,  Lady,  death  of.     213. 

—  Mr.  Richard.     226,  242,  325. 

—  Sir  Richard.     209,  210,  211,   213. 

—  Widow.     991,  996. 
Godolphin,  Lord,  death  of.     396. 
Goldsmiths  refuse  to  pay  gold.     273. 
Goodchild,  Constable  of  Ickworth.     746. 
Grafton,    Duke  of.       174,   259,    276,   417,    688, 

693,  977,  978. 
Grantham,  Lord.     725,  733. 
Grove,    Rev.,    wife   of,    to   be  touched  for  evil. 

295,  297. 
Guineas,  rise  in  value,     273. 
Hanmer,  Sir  Thomas.     259,  382,  385,  387,  399, 

409,    410,    434,    459,    486,    503,    563, 

584,  692,   696,    801,    1016,  1 172,  1209, 

1218. 

—  Lady.      907,     1058,     1061,     1062,     1205, 

1209. 
Hargrave.     443,   1300. 
Harvey,  Lady  AnnJ.     382,  415,  455. 

—  Ladyf.     79,  80,  83,  173. 
HawStead.     209,  545. 

Hervey,  Lady  Ann.     454,  470,  863,  895,   1025. 

—  —     —     See  Harvey. 

—  Hon.  Augustus,     1 130,    1 140,   1184,   1288, 

1366,   1367,    1370. 

—  Lady  Barbara  (Bab).     454,  850,  852,  854, 

856,   872,   873. 

—  MiiS  Caroline.     1266,   1271,  1275,    1286. 

—  Carr.     See  Hervey,  Lord. 

—  Hon.  and   Rev.   Charles.     714,  866,  882, 

917,  924-  926,  9Si>  952,  971,  1044, 
1139,  1141,  1142,  1143,  1148,  1166, 


I168,  1331. 

—  Hon.  Mrs.  Charles  Hervey.     1139,   1142, 

1 143- 

—  Elizabeth,  Countess  of  Bristol.     Sends  her 

husband  her  locket  picture.     159,    160. 
Noticed  by  the  Queen.     345. 
Sits  for  her  picture.     349. 
Her  pedigree.     658. 
Hates  riding.     620,  721. 
Complimented  by  the  Princess.     800. 
Coolness  with  her  son  and  daughter-in- 
law.     736,  770,  824,  826. 
Reconciled.     1002. 
Her  death.     1155. 

—  Lady    Elizabeth   (Betty    Manse!).       483, 

524,  544,  545,  563,  564,  567,  583, 
735.  737,  741.  747.  778,  786,  823, 
833,  874  to  879. 

—  Elizabeth  (Bess,  granddaughter),     1022. 

—  Hon.  Felton.      2}ig,    417,  454,  481,  517, 

541.  545,  587,  613,  659,  673,  693, 
731.  736,  762,  767.  769,  907,  1005, 
1007,  10Q9,  loio,  1016,  1248,  1249, 
1254. 

—  Hon.  Mrs.  Felton.     1 127,   1137,   1268. 

—  Hon.  Frederick.     925,  1022,  1297.   Finds 

a  Vandyke.     1354. 

—  George"     See  Hervey,  Lord. 

—  Lady   Harriet.     552,  652,  907,  953,  954, 

955- 

—  Hon.    Harry    (Aston).      488,    489,    550, 

567»  570,  575,  627,  697,  717,  729, 
742,  796,  801,  803,  805,  bo6,  809, 
818  to  821,  897,  934,  936,  942,  947, 
976,  977.  looi,  1003,  1022,  1023, 
1024,  1044,  1081,  1095,  i°99>  1 186, 
1213,  1286,  1291,   i3iin,  I3i3n. 

—  Hon.  Mrs.  H.  (Aston).     934,  iqoo,    iooi, 

1067,  1338. 

—  Isabella  (Bell).     370,   371,  375. 

—  John,    Earl   of  Bristol.      Contemplates   a 

second  marriage.     102  to  113. 
Intends  a  journey  to  Hanover.     426. 
Death  of  his  first  wife.     84  to  93. 
Death  of  his  father.     96. 


X  Daughter  of  Ralph,   Duke  of  Montague,  and  wife  of  Lieut.-Gen.  Daniel  Harvey. 

t  Elizabeth,  sister  of  Ralph,  Duke  of  Montague,  wife  of  Sir  Daniel  Harvey,  and  aunt  of  the  above  Lady 
Ann,     She   was   one   of   the   executors  of    Aunt  Hervey 's  will. 
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Hervey,  John,  Earl  of  Bristol. 

Gives   horses    to    Elector    of    Hanover. 

428. 
Gives  horse  and  fawns  to  the  Prince  of 

Wales.    510,  511,  Si8>  5i9.  S20- 
Gives  horse  to  Lord  Bathurst,     450. 
Gives  horse  to  Stephen  Fox.     1040. 
Gives  his  portrait  to  Mrs.  Manley.     503. 
Gives  up  horse-breeding.     1038. 
His  allowance  from  his  father.     1 188. 
His  fiddling  and  piping.     540,  545. 
His  escapes.     812,  815. 
His  medals,     429,  800. 
His   opinion  of  his  parents,  uncle,  etc. 

172,   195-  450-     „  ^         ^o 

—     Of  books.     853,  909,  961,  968. 
His    will.       1155,     I159,    1161,     1217, 

1353-  1371.  1372.  ^^      ^ 

Removed  to  the  House  of  Lords.     214, 
216,  217,  218. 
Quarrels  with  Lord  Dover.     77,  78,  79. 

—  With  Mr.  Gipps.     325. 

—  With    Sir  Richard  Gipps.     209, 

210,  211. 

—  With  Lady  Harvey.    80,  83,  173. 

—  With    Duchess  ot    Marlborough. 

531.  532,  533>  789. 

—  John.     See  Hervey,  Lord. 

—  John  (Uncle),     100,    loi,  450,  1274. 

—  Lady.     See  Harvey,  Lady. 

—  —     (Mary   Lepel).      573,    648,   770,  809, 

869,  892,  897,   1062. 

—  Miss   Lepel    (Phipps).      733,    734.    73^, 

742,  857,   1066,    1346,  1347,   1348- 

—  Lady   Louisa    (Smyth,.      454,    456.    937. 

967,   1053,  1337. 

—  Lord   (Carr).      79,    237,    316,    354,    355. 

357,  358,  361.  368,  392,  398,  434. 
436,  440,  441,  442,  453.  455.  450. 
462,  487,  488,  520,  554,  588,  590. 
666,  670,  671,  673,  676,  678.  683, 
685,  686,  692,  693,  696,  698,  784- 

—  Lord  (George).     615,  637,  638,  644,  898, 

901,  906,  934,  1095,   1099,   I159,  1 164. 

—  Lord  (John).   327,  334,  386,  342,  349, 

384,  403,  405.  456,  47S,  4S0,  481,  484, 
496.  497,  537,  540,  560,  561,  569,  615, 
670,  674,  675,  679,  684,  686.  770,  809, 
815,  819,  841,  874,  886,  892,  975, 
1008,  1012,  .1013,  1015,  1060,  1 1 19, 


1181,  1182,  1183,  11S8. 

—  Lady    Mary    (Fitzgerald).        1241,     1242, 

1244,  1250. 

—  Rev.  — .     506. 

—  Stephen.     187,  243. 

—  Sir  Thomas.     78,  508.  549. 

—  Hon.  Thomas.     400,   502,  508,  549,  585, 

588,  590,  593,  627,  632,  874,  907,  965, 
966,  977,  1076,  1 106,  1218,  1249, 
1254,  1284,  1348. 

—  Hon.  William  (son).    562,  724,  764,  814, 

820,  907,   921,  974,  980,    1036,  1087. 

—  —     Mrs.  Willliam,  death  of,     921. 

—  Hon.   William   (grandson),      1022,     1227, 

1282. 
Highwaymen.     572,  622. 
Holland,  Sir  John.     513,   524,  526,  615. 
Holies,  Lord,  Lawsuit  with.     76. 
Horringer.  211,  545,  557,  937. 
Horses.     See  Racing  News. 

House-keeper  wants  Coffee  every  morning.     S22. 
Hovell  family.     619,  627,  783. 
Howard  family,     658. 
Howard,   Mrs.   (Lady  Suffolk),      511,   512,  516, 

519,  525,  526,  540,   541,  570, 1573,  575, 

860. 
Howards,  Three  Cousin.     567- 
Hyde  Park,  Review  in.     337,  683,  871. 

—  —     Corner,  Horse-dealer  from.     433. 
Ickworth  Air.     648,  746. 

—  Ale.     633.  699,  824. 

—  Brawn.     1269. 

—  Building  at.     204,  206. 

—  Canal.     815,   1292. 

—  Cheese.     699,   746,  748. 

—  Church.     200,  878. 

—  Constable.     746. 

—  Dancing  at.     627. 

—  Deer.     1289. 

—  A  fine  dinner  at.     772,  819,  980. 

—  A  poor  dinner  at,     811, 

—  Dinner  hour.     567. 

—  Fruit  trees  for.     486,  488,  490,  491 . 

—  Household  Confusion,     637,  690. 

—  Kitchen  garden.     410. 

—  Little  Common  Field.     206. 

—  Lodge.     363,  1302. 

—  New  room  at.     1166. 

—  Nurseries  at,     895. 

—  Old  Hall.     190. 
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—  Park.     295,  351,  483,   638,  698,   855. 

—  Park-keeper.     363,  699. 

—  Pladd-room.     808. 

—  Rectory.     131 1.        ^ 

—  Sausages.     804,  808,  812,  813,  835,  980. 

—  Stewards.     See  Covel,  Oliver. 

—  Venison.      363,    494,     519,     1200,     1297, 

1299,  1340. 

—  Versus  Rushbrock.     228. 
Jermyn,  Lord.     78,  79. 

Kelsall   or   Kelsey,    Mrs.     877,    878,    880,    888, 

1 149. 
Kent   estate,    Lord    Bristol's.      See    Letters   to 

Barrel,  Crompe,  Denne. 
Kew  Green.     520. 
Kilniansegg,  Madam.     460,'  484. 
Kinsman,  Mr.,  Mrs.     445,  448,   714,  719,  733. 
Kneller,  painter,  brother  to  Sir  Godfrey.     159. 
Knowles.  Rev.  Thomas.     1311,   1341. 
Lady  in  waiting,  her  duties  on  Sunday.     897. 
Langham  Rectory.     887. 

Laughton,  Mr.,  Cambridge  tutor.     312,  444,  447. 
Lee,  Mr.,  funeral  of.     804,  808. 
Leeds,  Edward.  Master  of  Bury  School.      188. 
Lepel,  Mary.     See  Lady  Hervey. 

—  Mrs.     723,  894. 
Le  Roy,  Rev.  — ,     171. 

Lincolnshire  estate,   rent?l    of.     236,  831,  1260, 
1272. 

—  —     Sale  of  part.     $01,  591,  831. 

—  Cattle  plague  in.     1260. 
Litchfield.     942,    looi. 

London  News.     See  Letters  from  Lady  Bristol. 

Lord  Mayor's  Show.     258,  574. 

Lotteries.     556,  570,  669. 

Lovat,  Lord,  trial  of.     1234- 

Macro   family.       189,    619,    627,    803,    806,  882, 

883,  969. 
Magdalen    College,    Mastership    of.       827,   II41, 

1 144,   1 145,   1 146,    1 147, 
Malfalguerat,  Mr.     698,   895,    1271,  1326. 
Manley   family.     205,    207,  227,    305,   306,  477, 

1029,  1335. 
Mansel,    Mr.      677,    679.    703,    712,    719,    735, 

747-  75'>.   751.    786,    833,  874  to  878, 

897,  898,   907,  1370, 

—  Lady  Elizabeth.     See  Hervey. 
Marlborough,    Duke    of.      205,    256,   373,  380, 

427,  604. 


—  Duchess   ol.      184,    186,    207,    213,   247, 

258.  286,  288,  289,  290,  340,  341,669, 
716,  773.  775.  777.  780,  797.  817,  831, 
838,  857,  891,  1 165. 

May  family.     202,  1354,   1359. 

Mayfair.     205,  208,   1354" 

Maypole.     209,  211. 

Meggott,  Mr.,  death  of.     514. 

—  Mrs.     624,  628,  629,  639,  644,  892. 
MiddletoD,  Dr.     1008,  1012,   1013,  1015. 
Minshull,  Mr.,  Mrs.     581,  658,  744. 
Monsey,  Dr.     1055,  1059,  1060. 

Music.      167,    168,     169,    184,    199,    207,   540, 

545,  666,  775,  814,  820. 
Nash,  Beau.     618,  620,  630,  639,  643,  649,  715, 

719,  725,  731,  741,  744.  773.  777. 
Neville,  Bishop,  playing  cards.     708. 
Newmarket,  Fire  at.     124. 

—  See  Racing  News. 
Nicolini,  a  Singer.     455,  459. 

Norfolk  leasehold  estates.     196,  664,  665. 
Norton,  Colonel.    451,  619,  621,  690,  695,  873, 

971,  975.  979- 
Nottingham,  Lord.     856,  862. 
Oldfield,  Mrs.     478. 
Oliver,  Rev.  John.     931,  1332,  1334,  1339. 

—  Thomas,  R.N.     1140,  1275. 

—  William.     342,  349,   375.  4io,  4",  625, 

627,    638,    746,    824,    899,    902,    907, 

1021,    1320. 

Opera,  The.     353,  382,  685,  814,  820,  978. 
Painters.     See  Brook,  Cross,  Dahl,  Kneller. 
Pake,  Dr.     554,  587,  646,  679,  833. 
Phipps,  Constantine.     734n,  1187,   1366. 

—  Lepel.     See  Hervey. 
Pilota,  an  Opera  Singer.     353,  382. 
Pitches,  Rev.  — .     209,  210,  211. 

Playford.     289,  617,  619,  621,  623,  625,  882. 
Playters,   Lady.      803,  824,    856,  861,  863,  864, 

1264,  1279 
Poley,  Lady,  death  of.     438. 
Pope,  Alexander.     1008. 
Porter,  Aubrey.     224,  418,  436. 
Portraits.      88,    159,    160,    349,  45°.  503.   "§8, 

1354- 
Prime,  Sir  Samuel.     972,  979,  II07,   II12,  1135, 

1137,  1271,   1304,   1306,   1365. 
Princess  Royal.     975,  979. 
Pulteney,    Mr.      409,  491,  493-   59°,  593.  ^39- 
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696,  736,  930,  1 1 26. 

Pyrmont  Waters.     587,  684. 

Racing   News.      138,    140,    160,   161,   166,  298, 

336,  343.  381,  383.  403.  405.  408,  475- 
Randal,  Mr.     445.  448. 
Ray,  Alderman,     11 76. 

—  Orbel.     1365. 

—  Rev.     1311. 
Kedlynch.     1034. 

Reed,  an  unjust  steward.     704. 

Rendlesham,  Lady  Hervey's  property  at.     1204. 

Reynolds,   Judge.      499,    602,    615,    695,    785, 

828,  829,  950,  993,   1015. 
Richar,  Mr.,  tutor.     300. 
Richmond.     520,  540,  544,  864. 
Ridge,  Mr.     907,  908,  910  to  915. 
Risby.     991, 

Robinson,  Mrs.,  her  singing.     540. 
Roman  Catholics,  number  of.     337. 
Rushbrook.     228,  679. 
Sacheverell,  Dr.     314. 
St.  James'  Square.     334,  896,  1274. 
Saxham.     545,  567. 
Saxham  Corner.     345. 
Seller,  Rev.  — .     1280. 
Shotley.      623,     917,    919,    1039,    1203,    1226, 

1286,  1311. 
Shropshire  estate.     See  Staffordshire. 
Shulenberg,  Madam.     459,  460. 
Sisters,  The  four,  at  Bury.     146. 
Skrine,  Mr.     651,  708,  727,  745,  781. 
Sleaford.      194,    264,    957,     1072,    1238,    1243. 

1270. 
Smyth,  Sir  Robert.    937,  967.  974>  I053.   "52. 
1154,  1225. 
—     Lady  Louisa.     See  Hervey. 
Somerset,  Duke  of.     241,  677.  1210,  1305. 
South  Sea  stock.     581,  588,  590,   593,  597,  962. 
Spanish  Ambassador.     417,   515. 
Sproughton.     621. 

Staffordshire  estate,   Lady   Bristol's.     658,    659, 

662,  663,  686,  722,  827,  855,  899,  907, 

939,    942,     1003,     1004,     1005,     1007, 

1028,  1037,   1 1 14,    1 1 17,  1 169,  1325. 

Strafford,    Lord,     dispute     with    George,    Lord 

Hervey.     1274.  1279,  1283. 
Sudbury.     974,  976,  978,  979,  980. 
Suffolk  County   Elections.     684,  688,  689,  690, 
692,  1177,  1248,   1251,    1252.  1255. 


Suffolk,  Lady.     See  Mrs.  Howard. 

do.,     do.,     sen.      185,    480,    551.    573,    590, 

593- 
Symonds,  Dr.     1089. 
Talmash,  Catherine.     666. 
Tankerville,  Lord,  and  his  daughters.     590,   594. 

—  Gives  a  ball.     896,  897. 
Tar  water.     1260. 

Tea,    Lord  Bristols  opinion  of.     906,  931,   932, 

934,   1016.  1021. 
Thetford.     200,  201,  275,  276. 
Thurleigh.     187,  243,  270. 
Toryism  must  not  be  trusted.     682. 
Treason  Bill.     292. 

Tuddenham.     171,  412,   811,    1332,    1334,    1339. 
Tumor,    Mr.      321,    375,    376,    386,    388,    960, 

1 130,   1 133. 

—  Lady  Isabella.     411,  412,  416. 
Tumors,  The  newly  married.     980. 
Vanbrugh,  Sir  John.     557,  604. 

Vandyke,  Supposed  picture  of  Lady  Hervey  by. 

1354- 
Venetian  Ambassador.     123. 
Voltaire.     968. 
Walpole,  Sir  Robert.     863,   898,  929,  961,  975, 

976,  977.  978.  979,  980,   1002,  loii. 
Wash,  dangers  oi  the.     229,  230,  235. 
Welch,  Tom.      154,     158,    220,    292,    557,   571, 

572,  576,  629,  875. 
Weld,  Sergeant,  death  of.     375. 
Wenn,  a  famous  race-horse.     433. 
Westminster  boys  confirmed.     404. 
West-wood    in     Whepstead    purchased.       1285, 

1288,    1292,  1306. 
Wharton,  Duke  of,  reclaimed.     826. 
Whitehall,  fire  at.     148. 
William  III.,  at  Newmarket,  152. 

—  His  will.     199. 

Williams,   Mrs.      1157,  1 158,   1 160,  I161,   1316, 

1326. 
Windle,  Rev.  —     1020. 
Wine.     569,   607,   899,. 
Wool  Bill.     1 106. 
Wordwell    Rectory.       1217,    1229,    1230,    1231, 

1311,  1362. 
Wortley,  Lady  Mary.     526. 
Wright,  Alderman.     619,  989. 

—  Rev.  Gascoigne.     1017. 
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